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TRINIDAD SYMPOSIUM
A GRAND MEETING

THE Trinidad symposium, return
ing to where it all began in 1986, was
a grand meeting, featuring outstand
ing tours, speakers, meals, and en
tertainment. Marc Simmons, Father
of the Santa Fe Trail Association, de
livered the keynote address, an
nouncing boldly, "WE ARE BACK."
He told about the founding of SFTA
and summarized the achievements
of the Association during the last 21
years.

LaDonna Hutton, upon whose
shoulders fell much of the responsi
bility for the final details of this sym
posium, deserves special thanks for
her leadership. The Bent's Fort
Chapter received a SFTA Award of
Merit for hosting the symposium,
and LaDonna was given special rec
ognition at the banquet. She de
serves the thanks of everyone.

We hope some of the papers pre
sented will be submitted to Wagon
Tracks for publication. Information
on the awards is reported in this is
sue. The following story relates an
incident experienced by some sympo
sium attendees.

SHOOT-OUT ON THE TRAIL
by Alice Anne Thompson

[Dr. Thompson is a former SFTA
board member and has just pub
lished a book about her great-great
aunt, Sister Alphonsa Thompson,
who died on the Santa Fe Trail in
1867.]

IT was a dark and stormy night.
Really! The darkness overtook us
when a deep September dusk met up
with storm clouds rolling into town.
The members of the SFTA's 2007
Symposium had just moved from pic
nic tables to metal seats arranged
theater-style under a huge tent
erected on the very top of Kit Carson
Park in Trinidad, Colorado.

John Carson had started I,i' 1"'1
gram, reenacting key even1: ill t Ite

(continued on page 4)
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SFTA AWARDS
A highlight of every symposium is
the announcement and presentation
of awards to deserving individuals
and organizations. Those receiving
recognition in 2007 are listed below.
Congratulations to all recipients.

AWARD OF MERIT (7)
Bent's Fort Chapter for Trail preser

vation and protection, fighting for
Pinon Canyon, and hosting the
2007 Symposium

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter for Trail
preservation and protection,
marking the Trail, and installa
tion of Pike Plaza in Larned

Mary Peace Finley for her Santa Fe
Trail trilogy of children's books

Hal Jackson for his book, Following
the Royal Road: A Guide to the
Historic Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro

John Conoboy for his work with the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
and National Park Service sup
port for SFTA projects

Kansas State Historical Society for
the Spring 2006 issue of Kansas
History commemorating Zebulon
Montgomery Pike's Southwest
Expedition, 1806-1807

Pikes Peak Library District for host
ing the Pike Symposium and pub
lishing the book, "To Spare No
Pains," Zebulon Montgomery Pike
and His 1806-1807 Southwest Ex
pedition

PAUL F. BENTRUP AMBASSA
DORAWARD (4)
Richard Louden
Faye Gaines
Chris Day
Marcia Fox

JACK D. RITTENHOUSE MEMO
RIAL STAGECOACH AWARD (1)
David K. Clapsaddle for Trail publi-

cations, chapter leadership, and
marking numerous Trail sites

(continued on page 7)

HARRY MYERS IS NEW
ASSOCIATION MANAGER

by Joanne VanCoevern

HARRY Myers began his duties as
SFTA's new Association Manager on
October 1, 2007. Although Harry has
been a familiar face along the Trail
for years, this position will allow him
to travel more extensively and inter
act more with chapters and commu
nities along the Trail.

All who know Harry, know he has
a keen sense of humor and a vast
knowledge of Santa Fe Trail related
topics. Looking back at his previous
accomplishments, Harry served in
the U.S. Army Security Agency as a
communications specialist, 1969
1972, including time in Vietnam. He
earned his B.S. degree in recreation
and park administration in 1977
from Western Illinois University.
His administrative experience began
as director of Fort Scott National
Historic Site, Fort Scott, KS. From
Fort Scott, his work with the Na
tional Park Service took him to
Omaha, NE, where he was the re
view coordinator and budget assis
tant for the Midwest Regional Office,
1979-1981. His next stop was as su
perintendent of Perry's Victory and
International Peace Memorial at
Put-in-Bay, OH, from 1981-1988.
Most of us met Harry at his next as
signment, superintendent of Fort

(continued on page 6)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
SYMPOSIUM 2007 is now history,
but the memories of the good times
we had will long be remembered. The
Bent's Fort Chapter deserves a big
thank you for all their hard work in
organizing and putting the four-day
event together. There was something
for everyone to enjoy, and it was very
enjoyable indeed!

As we end one Symposium, the ex
citement starts to build for the next
ones. In 2009 we will meet in Arrow
Rock, MO, and in 2011 Dodge City,
KS, will be the site. We will start
considering options for the 2013
Symposium, so if you have a sugges
tion, or would like to be considered
for the site, let us know.

A majority of the work that takes
place in the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion happens because of the hard
work of some dedicated individuals
who are willing to chair various com
mittees. The SFTA bylaws dictate
that there are six standing commit
tees. Those standing committees in
clude the following: Nominating,
Awards, Budget, MappinglMarking,
Membership, Preservation, and Pub
lications. Additional committees
may be constituted by the Board as
deemed necessary to carry out the
purposes of the Association. Each
committee is headed by a chairper
son who shall be responsible to the
Board. Chairpersons and members
of each committee are appointed by
the president in consultation with
the chair of the committee. At least
one member of the Board must be on
each committee.

Over the years, several commit
tees have been added as needed. At
the present time, the following com
mittees are at work for SFTA (first
person listed is chair):
Acquisitions: Roberta Falkner, Rene

Harris, Leo Oliva, & Tim Zwink
Awards: Leo Oliva, Sara Jane Rich

ter, & Roger Slusher
Budget: Ruth Olson Peters, Joanne

VanCoevern, Kathy Pickard, John
Atkinson, & Roberta Falkner

Education: Marcia Fox & Chris Day
(co-chairs), Nick Ard, Janet Arm
stead, George Bayless, Janel
Cook, Rene Harris, Pam Najdow
ski, Peg Nelson, Glenda Schmidt,
& Joyce Theirer

Finance/Funding/Special Appeals:
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Toll-free Phone: 888-321-7341
FAX: 785-425-6865

E-Mail: <editor@santafetrail.org>
Headquarters of the Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
of Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156
Hwy, Larned KS 67550; Office
Manager Linda Revello.

Telephone: 620-285-2054
FAX: 620-285-7491

E-Mail: <trailassn@gbta.net>

Association Manager is Harry C.
Myers, 16 Descanso Rd, Santa Fe
NM 87508. Phone: 505-466-4129.
E-Mail:<hmyers@cybermesa.com>

VISIT SFTA ON THE INTERNET
<http://www.santafetrail.org>

Roberta Falkner, John Atkinson,
Rich Lawson, Ruth Olson Peters
& Kathy Pickard

MappinglMarking: Jeff Trotman,
Mike Najdowski , Steve Schmidt,
& Alice Anne Thompson

Membership: Sara Jane Richter,
Roberta Falkner, & LaDonna
Hutton

National Headquarters: Joanne Van
Coevern, Bonita Oliva, Ruth Pe
ters, Kathy Pickard, & Tim Zwink

Nominating: Deanne Wright, Faye
Gaines, & Mary Honeyman

Personnel: Joanne VanCoevern,
John Atkinson, Ruth Olson Pe
ters, Steve Schmidt, & Tim Zwink

Policies and Procedures of the SFTA
Handbook: Joanne VanCoevern,
Ruth Olson Peters, Kathy
Pickard. Linda Revello, Sara Jane
Richter, & Marcia Fox

Preservation: Faye Gaines, Jeff
Trotman, Ross Marshall, Britt
Colle, Joan Sudborough, Mike
Najdowski, & Bill Baxter

Publications: George Elmore & Leo
Oliva

Santa Fe Trail Hall of Fame: Mike
Olsen, Clint Chambers, Leo Oliva,
Ruth Olson Peters, & Sara Jane
Richter

Scholarly Research Grants: Stephen
Whitmore, Don Alberts, LaDonna
Hutton, & Joy Poole

Speakers Bureau: Anne Mallinson,
Inez Ross, & Mike Dickey

Web Site: SFTA Association Man
ager as webmaster, Holly Nelson
as web site designer, Leo Oliva as

Wagon Tracks

WAGON TRACKS (ISSN 1547
7703) is the official publication of
the Santa Fe Trail Association, a
nonprofit organization incorpo
rated under the laws of the State of
Colorado. Letters and articles are
welcome, but they become the
property of WT and may be edited
or abridged at the editor's discre
tion. All rights reserved. Annual
subscriptions are obtained through
membership in SFTA; dues are set
per calendar year. Checks should
be made payable to the Santa Fe
Trail Association and sent to the
treasurer (address below).

Membership Categories
Life $1,000
Patron $100/year
Business $50/year
Nonprofit Institution$40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675,888-321-7341,
<editor@santafetrail.org>
President: Joanne VanCoevern,
4773 N Wasserman Way, Salina
KS 67401. 785-825-8349, <jvanco
evern@juno.com>
Vice-President: John Atkinson,
1113 Safari Dr. St Joseph MO
64506, 816-233-3924, <atkinson
@stjoelive.com>
Secretary: Marcia Fox, 4485
Bluebird Rd, Wamego KS 66547,
785-456-9763, <foxmjr@wamego.
net>
Treasurer: Ruth Olson Peters,
Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156
Hwy, Larned KS 67550. 620-285
2054, FAX 620-285-7491. <trail
assn@gbta.net>
2009 Symposium Coordinator:
Michael Dickey, PO Box 44, Arrow
Rock MO 65320, 660-837-3346.
<medickey@iland.net>
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel. PO Box 31386. Santa Fe
NM 87594. 505-982-2704, <Pitel
TSNM@aol.com>
Directors:
Clint Chambers, TX, 806-791

3612
Michael E. Dickey, MO. 660-837

3330
Roberta Falkner. At-Large. 913

236-5627
Rene Harris, NM' 505-476-5087
LaDonna Hutton. CO, 719-254

7266
Rich Lawson. MO, 660-238-4871
Vernon Lohrentz, At-Large. 316-

283-6361
Davy Mitchell. TX. 806-777-2221
Phyllis Morgan. NM. 505-821-0345
Michael Olsen, CO, 719-590-1048
Sara Jane Richter. OK, 580-349-

2357
Steve Schmidt, KS, 620-245-0715
Jeff Trotman, KS, 620-356-1854
Timothy A. Zwink, OK, 405-373-

4513
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Wagon Tracks editor and operator
of Last Chance Store, as well as
other advisers as needed.
~~ the recent board meeting in

TrmIdad, a new committee was
authorized. The Symposium Com
mittee was formed, thanks to the
suggestion of SFTA Vice-President
John Atkinson, who has also volun
teered to chair the new committee.
The purpose of this committee is to
assist, in an advisory capacity, with
t~e planning of the biennial sympo
SIUm. The major responsibility for
planning will still remain with the
chapter or organization that has
been selected by the SFTA Board to
host the event. Members of the com
mittee will include those who have
been involved with the planning of
past symposiums and those who will
be involved with future symposiums.

In addition to the above commit
te~s, there are several special ap
pomtees: John Atkinson with the
Gardner Project, Ross Marshall as
the SFTA representative to the Part
ne.rship for National Trails System,
MIke Pitel .as publicity coordinator,
and Leo OlIva as Wagon Tracks edi
tor.

As we begin a new year for SFTA,
we will be looking at these com
mittees and making updates. If any
members are interested in serving
on any committees, please contact
me at <jvancoevern@juno.com>.

There are many sources of infor
mation about the Santa Fe Trail on
the Internet, including our own web
site <www.santafetrail.org>. There
is another site you should check out:
Nancy Sween's Santa Fe Trail list
serve at <http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/santafetraill>.

Remember SFTA memberships
run on the calendar year, and it will
soon be time to renew. Best wishes
for the coming holiday season and
the new year.

-Joanne VanCoevern

CORRECTION TO LAST
PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

In the last issue of Wagon Tracks,
I stated that Chris Day and Marcia
Fox, education committee co-chairs,
had successfully completed the
Santa Fe Trail 2007 Education Tour.
While Chris and Marcia are
education committee co-chairs, it is
Chris Day and Janet Armstead who
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lead the tours for the students to
S.anta Fe. Janet, please accept my
smcerest apology for this omission. I
also express thanks to Chris, Janet,
and Marcia for all the work they
have done with education and the
Santa Fe Trail through the years.
Your hard work is appreciated!

-Joanne VanCoevern

MANAGER'S REPORT
HI, I'm Harry Myers, your new as
sociation manager. It is an honor to
be selected for this position and an
honor to be able to serve the chapters
and the board of SFTA. I never cease
to be impressed by the energy crea
tivity, and enthusiasm of the'mem
bers. Some wonderful things are
happening and planned to happen
and it is my job to assist you all in
your endeavors. Please let he know
how I may assist or help out. Please
invite me to visit your chapter and
let me know the great things you are
accomplishing.

Coming up this year will probably
be a block grant from the NPS for
signage. Please be thinking about
~hat you ~ant to sign, how many
SIgns you WIll need, and an approxi
mate dollar amount. Once we learn
more we will pass that on to chap
ters. Clive and the NPS have devel
oped some standard signs for use on
county roads and there is a vendor
who can produce them expeditiously.
yv~ will make sure that each chapter
IS mformed of the design of the signs.
. Please keep sending me your
Items and changes for the website. A
website committee will be more in
volved in the website content this
year and your suggestions for addi
tions and improvements will be ap
preciated. You can send them to me
or Joanne. There is a Santa Fe Trail
Discussion Group that is active on
the net. The address is:
<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/san
tafetraill>. This discussion group
can be used to advertise your meet
ings, special events, and much more
but you need to use it to make it ef
fective. The more messages posted to
it the better.

I look forward to hearing from
you, and most importantly I look for
ward to working with all of you to do
s0In;e good things for SFTA, the
TraIl, and to have some fun doing it.
Thank you all for your good wishes.

-Harry C. Myers
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BOARD CHANGES
ALONG with the Symposium
comes the change of members of the
SFTA governing board. Elections of
officers and directors were held dur
ing the summer of 2007. Members
whose terms expired in 2007 include
Missouri Director Alice Anne
Thompson, Kansas Director Jeff
Trotman, Oklahoma Director Tim
Zwink, Colorado Director Dub
Couch, Texas Director Robert Kin
cai~, New Mexico Director Faye
Games, and At-Large Director Ver
non Lohrentz, as well as all four
officers-President Joanne VanCoev
ern, Vice-President John Atkinson
Secretary Kathleen Pickard, and
Treasurer Ruth Olson Peters.

Newly elected to the board and
starting their duties after the close of
the general membership meeting of
SFT~ are the following: Secretary
MarcIa Fox, Colorado Director Mike
Olsen, Missouri Director Rich Law
son, and New Mexico Director Harry
Myers, ~ew ~exico director. Myers
began hIS dutIes as Association Man
ager on October 1, 2007. To avoid a
conflict of interest, Harry resigned
as New Mexico director. Phyllis Mor
gan of Albuquerque, NM, was nomi
nated to replace and was approved at
the recent board meeting in Trini
dad. The vacancy of Texas director
was filled by Davy Mitchell, Lub
bock, TX.

Those reelected to the board are
President Joanne VanCoevern Vice
President John Atkinson, Tre~surer
Ruth Olson Peters, At-Large Direc
tor Vernon Lohrentz, Kansas Direc
tor Jeff Trotman, and Oklahoma Di
rector Tim Zwink. Those continuing
on the board At-Large Director Rob
erta Falkner, Colorado Director La
Donna Hutton, Kansas Director
Steve Schmidt, Missouri Director
Mike Dickey, New Mexico Director
Rene Harris, Oklahoma Director
Sara Jane Richter, and Texas Direc
tor Clint Chambers. Four members
retired f~om the board: Secretary
Kathy Pickard, Colorado Director
Dub Couch, New Mexico Director
Faye Gaines, Missouri Director Alice
Anne Thompson, and Texas Director
Robert Kincaid

Congratulations to all the newly
elected and reelected board mem
bers and many thanks to those who
have completed their term.
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THANKS CLIVE SIEGLE
by Joanne VanCoevern

DURING the past three years you
may have seen Clive Siegle perform
ing some of the duties of association
manager of SFTA, or you may have
bumped into him at a meeting, or, if
you were lucky, you may have seen
him giving a presentation. Some of
the topics he presented to trail
related groups included "A Man to
Match the Mountain: The Character
of Zebulon Pike," "Spies in Our
Midst: Zebulon Pike and the Infa
mous Conspiracy," or you may have
heard him discussing "The Great
Buffalo Hunt on the Plains." As
SFTA's association manager, Clive
took an active part as a speaker by
giving entertaining and educational
presentations on a variety of topics.

Clive has also been instrumental
in developing both the Zebulon Pike
website and the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation website. You can view these
sites at <www.zebulonpike.org> or
<www.santafetraiLorg>. Each is in
teresting, easy to navigate, and I
commend Clive for his work on them.
Work continues on the SFTA site
and plans are underway to expand
the site, as well as to translate por
tions of it into Spanish.

The SFTA Association Manager
is to help chapters. Most recently,
Clive has been working very closely
with the Cottonwood Crossing Chap
ter and the Quivira Chapter on their
signage projects.

Perhaps the biggest undertaking
during Clive's three years has been
the "Rediscovery" survey of the
SFNHT. According to Clive's report
to the SFTA Board in Trinidad, this
project involved identifying and in
ventorying the physical sites along
the TraiL Several thousand photo
graphs have been identified, inter
preted, and digitally entered onto
spreadsheets for database entry.
Brooke Taralli is likewise construct
ing a GIS database at the NPS office
in Santa Fe. The merging of these
two elements and the comprehensive
database for the Trail that will result
will be well worth the wait required
to process the mass of data for this
ambitious and vital project.

Before Clive Siegle came to work
for SFTA, he was a William P.
Clements Fellow at Southern Meth
odist University. Although he holds
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a Master's degree in International
Affairs with a specialty in subtropi
cal Africa from George Washington
University's Elliott School, the lure
of bandits, cowboys, and Indians
proved too much for him, and he re
turned to SMU after an extended
stay in the business world to com
plete a Ph.D. in American history,
where his teaching and research cen
tered on the 19th century American
Southwest. His dissertation, "Cibole
ros and Sharps Rifles: Hispanics,
Anglos, and the Great Buffalo Har
vest, 1785-1879," examined the ac
tivities of ciboleros (buffalo hunters)
from the Southern Plains of New
Mexico, Mexico, and Texas from
1775 to 1878, and focused on Rath
City, Texas, during the period of
1875-1878. In addition to having
taught undergraduate and
graduate-level courses in anthropol
ogy and U.S. history, he has also
taught for over a decade in SMU's
evening and continuing education
program, where his courses have ex
plored such topics as Indian tribes of
the Southern Plains, the Santa Fe
Trail, the Texas Rangers, bandits,
gunfighters, cattle trailing and
ranching, and the Indian Wars.

On behalf of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, I would like to thank
Clive for all the time, effort, and
work that he put into the position as
our first association manager. His
unique sense of humor and wit has
kept many of us entertained. His
departure is best summed up in
Clive's own words that, "Any future
projects, however, will need to be left
up to another caravan lieutenant. It
has been great fun to travel the Trail
with all of you, but there's a rumor
that we're nearing Santa Fe, and I've
decided to ride on ahead and get the
shadiest camping spot!"

We wish him well.

CORRECTION TO LAST ISSUE
A few words were omitted in Bev
erly Ryan's article about John Kerr
in the last issue, top paragraph, left
column, page 11. I apologize for this
error, which resulted in an inaccu
rate description of the July 1864 gov
ernment supply train at Cow Creek.
The paragraph should read as fol
lows, with the proper lines included
(underscored).

''The train with which Kerr trav
eled as an assistant wagon master
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was a government supply train
camped on the west side of Cow
Creek, and the second, a Mexican
train, was camped to the east of Bill
Mathewson's Ranche on the east
side of the creek. The main body of
the supply train had formed at Fort
Leavenworth, where it was joined by
a small grOUP ofwagons organized at
Westport Landing. The total of 80 to
100 wagons included four ox-drawn
trains and one mule-drawn train,
the latter consisting of 16 wagons
drawn by 96 mules. Fifteen of the
mule train wagons carried guns and
ammunition for Fort Union. Kerr, 30
years old and a seasoned trail man,
was in charge of the mule train and
its ordnance wagons."

RESEARCH GRANTS FOR 2008
THE SFTA has renewed its pro
gram of financial support for schol
arly research on the Santa Fe Trail,
starting in 2008. Grants up to $1500
will be awarded on recommendation
from the SFTA Scholarly Research
Committee. All persons with genu
ine curiosity about the Trail are eli·
gible to apply. Proposals will be
judged on their merit by the commit·
tee.

Anyone interested in submitting a
proposal should e-mail or write to
Committee Chair Stephen Whitmore
at <whitmore5544@msn.com> or
5544 S Orcas St, Seattle WA 98118.
Application forms will be sent by
surfacemail.soinclude your mailing
address. The application is not bur
densome, requiring just a proposal
summary, budget, and references.
Deadline for completed applications
is March 1, 2008. Awards will be
announced by March 21, 2008.
Funds should be expended by July 1,
2009, and a fmal written report will
be due to the committee by October
1,2009.

SHOOT-OUT
(continued from page I)

life ofhis great-grandfather, Kit Car·
son. Everyone shifted to the edge of
their metal chairs so that they could
see and hear the presentation. See
ing John Carson was almost impossi
ble unless there was a flash of light
from someone's camera or the
streaks of lightening that were com
ing ominously closer and closer to
the park and our tent. With every
flash of light the audience had just
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seconds to make out the period cos
tume John Carson was wearing and
also to see that he was holding a mi
crophone tethered to a long electrical
wire plugged into an outlet under the
bandstand located on the most
prominent point of the park, which is
next to one of the nation's largest
bronze equestrian statues, dedicated
to the legendary Kit Carson. Mean
while, some felt that they were in the
same position as Benjamin Frank
lin's kite. After the crack of two dan
gerously close lightening strikes and
the thunder that followed, the lead
ers of the Symposium calmly an
nounced that the program would
have to be ended. No one panicked.
There was no stampede, but people
moved at a double-quick pace as they
tried to get to their cars through the
torrential downpour. There was no
lighting to show the path to the cars
and most everyone got soaked clear
through to the bone. Fear of being
struck by lightening was replaced
with concerns of twisted ankles or of
catching double pneumonia.

Safely inside their cars, some
Symposium attendees suggested
that it would be a good idea to use lu
minaries or, in case of rain, flash
lights to lead the way from future
evening venues to the parking areas.
We thought this was the moral of the
story and the end to the evening. But
the evening was only getting started.

Janel Cook from Lyons, Kansas,
and Lorna Nelson from McPherson,
Kansas, plus Alice Anne Thompson
from Golden, Colorado, had car
pooled to the Friday evening barbe
cue and Carson program from their
motel on the east side of Highway 25.
When they returned to the motel
they decided to go to the restaurant
for dessert and to calm down from
the lightening storm. At approxi
mately 9:00 they retired to their
rooms. Janel and Lorna shared a
room on the second floor and Alice
Anne was on the fIrst. Alice Anne
could not sleep so she decided to go
down the hall and get a soda and ice.
First, she stopped to get half-way
dressed, after all it was a Friday
night and she was a stranger in
town. It was 11:15 p.m. Just as her
hand touched the door knob a loud
noise that sounded like a shotgun
blast was heard outside the room in
the hallway. Then, there was a sec
ond loud blast that sounded like a ri-
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fle even more powerful than a hunt
ing gun. What was going on? Was it
a shoot-out between two drunken
cowboys? Was it a terrorist attack?
Maybe it was "friendly fIre" from
that canyon area? On a more serious
and realistic note, could the shotgun
sounds have come from a lunatic
running amok through the hallways
shooting at people? Alice Anne
moved away from the doorway and
windows and cowered between the
beds. Meanwhile, the motel fire
alarms went off which made calm
thinking diffIcult. With one hand she
reached up and called the front desk.
She received little information, just
the warning to "stay in the room with
the door locked." The cell phone to
911 did not work. She called the
front desk again and again received
little information. The front desk
person mumbled something about a
swat team and a promise that police
would come and give the all clear.
What swat team? What police?
There was no information to explain
the shotgun blasts. Ten minutes
later, Alice Anne took a major risk
and opened the door to the hallway.
To the left in the lobby were fIve
Darth Vador types standing over
legs stretched out on the floor. The
legs were covered in blue jeans. She
looked the other way and there was
another Darth Vador type person
coming toward her. But his uniform
read "SECURITY." During a very
brief discussion the security person
said there had been no shots and
that the noises were from "diversion
ary devices." Something about "the
girl was safe." And again, "close the
door lady and keep it locked. We'll
come back when it's safe." Mean
while, Alice Anne wondered about
the legs in the lobby and Janel and
Lorna on the second floor. Lack of in
formation was very frustrating and
scary. Finally there was a knock on
the door. It was the police and two
paramedic persons. They asked Alice
Anne, "are you okay?" "No! How
could anybody be okay locked behind
a door not knowing what was going
on in the hallway." One paramedic
brought her a soda and assured her
that the "subject was gone." Gone to
hell, as in dead? Or gone to the
hoosegow? They explained that there
had been "a situation," the swat
team had taken care of it, and the
girl was free and safe. Then the para-
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medic people went up to the second
floor to check on Janel and Lorna.

After a few minutes Janel and
Lorna came down to Alice's room,
but they were damsels in distress.
The "devices" (stun and sound gre
nades) had been set off directly out
side their room where a wing of
rooms meets the main hallway. The
burning carpet and walls had trig
gered the fIre alarm. They had been
sleeping and were close to being in
shock. The three ladies considered
calling Leo Oliva to get Dub Couch
and John Carson to form a guard de
tail to patrol the motel's hallways for
the remainder of the night. Yes, they
wanted Carson's blue horse, too.

That idea seemed too nineteenth
century. The ladies decided to circle
their wagons and rescue themselves.
They prayed, laughed, and ate Host
ess Susy Q's. Then Janel explained
that her stomach had been giving
her trouble all night and she knew
there would be a 911 situation, but
that we would be all right. Janel was
quizzed about her psychic stomach,
and she promised to share any new
information that might present it
self. Meanwhile, the ladies decided
that they would not allow some
crazed kidnapper to ruin the Sympo
sium and instead of dying of fright
they might sell their story to the En
quirer and, if time permitted, ask
Janel's stomach about the stock mar
ket. But they were all too nervous.
Finally, Janel's stomach signaled the
"all clear" and they tried to get some
sleep. This did not work. Accord
ingly, the brave but exhausted dam
sels missed much of Saturday's sym
posium. When they made their ap
pearance they discovered that sev
eral people were concerned about
them (wondering what had hap
pened) and that other members of
the Symposium had lived through
the same experience. Some had gone
home.Some asked for refunds from
the motel.

Meanwhile, the full story was
coming to light. Some man had kid
napped, at gun point, his ex-wife.
This started in Colorado Springs and
the police had tracked them south on
Highway 25 to the motel. The swat
team lured the kidnapper into the
hallway where they set off their gre
nades, intended to disorient the sus
pect. He was apprehended and the
ex-wife, who had been chained to the
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bed, was freed.
If this scenario seems familiar,

that's right. It was like a reenact
ment of everyday occurrences in
Dodge City or some other Wild West
town along the old Santa Fe Trail.
Some people only read about the
adventures and excitement of
traveling the Santa Fe Trail. Janel,
Lorna, and Alice Anne got to
experience Wild West history, fIrst
hand. Yes, the Santa Fe Trail lives
on!

ASSOCIATION MANAGER
(continued from page')

Union National Monument from
1988-2001. In the years 2001-2007
Harry worked as a planner with the
National Trails System Office in
Santa Fe, where his work concen
trated on EI Camino Real National
Historic Trail general management
plan and the Long Walk National
Historic Trail Feasibility Study.
Most recently Harry has been work
ing as a Historic Research Consult
ant for the Office of the New Mexico
State Historian.

Those who read Wagon Tracks
will recognize Myers as one of the
many contributors to that publica
tion. His most recent contribution
was an update of Jack Rittenhouse's
bibliography ofthe Santa Fe Trail, in
which he added close to 500 titles of
books that have been published since
1971. In addition to Wagon Tracks,
Harry has published articles in Kan
sas History and the Prairie Scout, as
well as other magazines. In addition
to his writing, he is an active re
searcher as well as an entertaining
and educational speaker. Harry is
well-known as one of the leading
authorities on the history of the
Santa Fe Trail and has spoken at
many of SFTA's symposiums, as well
as to various other groups

Harry has received numerous
awards and honors, including the
SFTA Award of Merit in 1993, Paul
F. Bentrup Ambassador Award in
1995, Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial
Stagecoach Award in 1997, and the
Marc Simmons Writing Award in
2007.

A longtime member of the Santa
Fe Trail Association, joining in 1989,
Harry served as the coordinator for
the 175th Anniversary Celebration.
In addition he has served on commit-
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tees, including the nominating com
mittee and the awards committee.
He is currently secretary of the Co
razon de los Caminos chapter.

As Harry becomes familiar with
his duties as Association Manager,
you will see him appearing along the
Trail. On behalf of SFTA, I'd like to
say "welcome aboard." You can
contact Harry at <hmyers@cyber
mesa.com> or 505-466-4129.

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN
by Joanne VanCoevern

YES, it is that time of year again.
The time when the holidays are upon
us, our thoughts turn to good times
spent with family and friends, and of
course RENEWALS! Yes, it is mem
bership renewal time again.

The Santa Fe Trail Association
membership runs concurrent with
the yearly calendar, so that means
all memberships, except life mem
bers, come up for renewal on Janu
ary 1, 2008. This year you will have
two options when renewing. You can
go online at our web site at
<www.santafetrail.org> and use a
credit card to renew. Or, you can use
the form you will be receiving very
soon in the U.S. mail and return it in
the envelope provided.

It should be noted that the Santa
Fe Trail Association has not had a
dues increase for several years, even
when the cost of postage and print
ing of Wagon Tracks has increased.

Some may ask, just what do our
membership dues cover? At the pres
ent rate, it covers the cost of printing
and distributing Wagon Tracks. It
covers part of the administration
fees associated with our headquar
ters at the Santa Fe Trail Center in
Larned, including rent, salary, in
surance, equipment, and other office
costs. It covers one-half of the
speaker bureau grants, as well as
other programs offered through the
marker fund, education fund, and
scholarly research grants. The Na
tional Park Service provides funding
to help with office & travel expenses,
Association Manager expenses, as
sistance with several of our funds
and projects, website assistance, and
several Challenge Cost-Shares that
are in progress with the chapters.

Several of our funds, such as
education, markers, speakers bu
reau, and scholarly research, are
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funded by transferring money from
what has been called SFTA's "re
serve" fund. This fund is really just
membership money and donations
that were accumulated during the
first 10-15 years of our existence,
when our expenses did not take up
all of the money from membership
dues and when our membership
numbers were higher. Several of our
projects will be in need of new
funding either next year or shortly
thereafter. We have basically two
choices when deciding how we fund
the marker grants, speakers' bureau
grants, scholarly research grants,
etc. We can continue to take money
from the "reserve," which will
eventually deplete the reserve, or we
can find new sources of funding to
apply to these project accounts.
Many of you have been very helpful
in the past few years by meeting our
end-of-the-year appeal with an extra
donation in addition to your
membership renewal. This has been
very helpful in continuing our
special funds and is greatly
appreciated by SFTA. As the
president of SFTA, I ask that you
please consider donating an extra
amount again this year. Remember,
we are a nonprofit organization, so
any amount donated above the basic
membership fee is considered tax
deductible.

As the year 2007 comes to an end,
please take a moment and renew
your membership in SFTA and, if
possible, please make an additional
donation. You can avoid this annual
hassle by becoming a life member, a
good investment at any age.

EL CAMINO REAL TOUR,
FEBRUARY 14·25,2008

HAL Jackson is offering another
guided tour of EI Camino Real, "Fol
lowing the Footsteps of Juan de
Onate," February 14-25. He reports
as follows:

I want to report to all my Santa Fe
Trail friends about my recent tour to
Mexico on the Camino Real. There
were 38 on the tour plus Luis Urias
and myself. Luis is a well-known
cultural historian living in Chihua
hua with whom I have collaborated
for years. We left EI Paso and
traveled south, stopping at many
locations well-known to Santa Fe
Trail aficionados who have read
Gregg, Magoffin, Wislizenus, and
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other accounts.
We stayed in Chihuahua, Parral,

Durango, and Zacatecas on our mod
ern voyage of discovery. The Camino
Real, as we know, was of great im
portance to our own Santa Fe trail.
Becknell and the traders who fol
lowed him cleaned out all the loose
change in Santa Fe in a few years
and without the Camino Real lead
ing them south to the "real" money
the Santa Fe Trail would almost cer
tainly have dried up.

My next tour will begin in EI Paso
on February 14 and return to that
city on February 25. In addition to
sites important to the Juan de Onate
story, I will also show locations men
tioned by the Santa Fe traders. Ifyou
are interested in joining us on this
tour, you can find information at my
web site: <www.tourelcaminoreal.
com >. Surplus money from these
tours goes to support educators,
students, and schools along the
Camino Real corridor in Mexico and
the United States.

WETlORY ROUTES
CHAPTER DAY TRIPS

THIRTEEN members of the
WetlDry Routes Chapter toured the
Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Route, the
eastern end of the Santa Fe Trail in
1867-1868. Visiting Forts Hays and
Dodge, the group stopped at numer
ous sites: rut locations, stream cross
ings, and Sawlog Creek where
Boyd's Ranche was visited by Rich
ard Blinn, his wife Clara, and their
son William in April 1868. Clara and
Willie were later captured by the
Cheyennes in the fall of 1868 and
were killed during the attack on
Black Kettle's Washita village by Lt.
Col. George A. Custer and troops of
the Seventh Cavalry.

A special tour of the DAR Santa
Fe Trail Markers is scheduled for
November 17. A few spaces re- main
open. Interested parties may contact
Dr. Merlene Baird, 620-285-6070

SFTA AWARDS
(continued from page 1)

HERITAGE PRESERVATION AWARD
Rich & Debbie Lawson for preserva

tion of Trail remnants at the Ar
row Rock Crossing of the Missouri
River

EDUCATION AWARD (2)
Donna Goehring
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Jody Schneider
MARC SIMMONS WRITING
AWARD (2)
Michael Olsen for his outstanding

article, "Dime Novels, Purple
Prose, and History," in the No
vember 2204 issue of Wagon
Tracks

Harry Myers for his outstanding ar
ticle, "Since Rittenhouse: Santa
Fe Trail Bibliography," in the
August 2006 issue of Wagon
Tracks

BOY SCOUT MARKS l00TH
MERIDIAN IN DODGE CITY

by Tim Wenzl
[Wenzl is archivist for the Catholic
Diocese of Dodge City and assistant
scoutmaster for Troop 162 in Dodge
City.}

THE imaginary line on the earth's
surface known as the 100th Merid
ian can now be located in Dodge City,
thanks to the efforts of a local Boy
Scout working on his Eagle project.

Michael Snapp with Troop 162
heard that some Dodge City visitors
actually come looking for the 100th
Meridian. That is when he decided to
find and mark its location.

The 100th Meridian runs north
and south from pole to pole. In the
United States the state line between
Oklahoma and Texas is actually the
100th Meridian. Follow that line up
through the Oklahoma panhandle
into Kansas and it passes through
Dodge City. Cozad, Nebraska, has a
100th Meridian Museum and there
is a highway marker in South Da
kota. And now Dodge City has a
lOOth Meridian marker.

Snapp enlisted the expertise of
Kevin Noll of A to Z Land Surveying
in Jetmore to find the exact location.
Noll and Vernon Bogart, retired land
surveyor, used a Global Positioning
System to determine the location of
the 100th Meridian.

Snapp then carved a 600-pound
limestone post and placed it on the
south side of US Highway 50 be
tween Avenues Land M. This
marker on the site, however, was in
stalled after he had completed exten
sive research to illustrate the his
torical and scientific significance of
the lOOth Meridian for a walking
tour sign in downtown Dodge City.
That sign is located on Central Ave-
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nue near the Wyatt Earp statue.
"I wanted to bring this particular

area of history to the attention of the
people of Dodge City and its visi
tors," said Snapp. ''There are many
reasons why the 100th Meridian is
significant to this area.

"During the day ofwestern expan
sion, it was thought to be a natural
line between east and west in terms
of geography and climate. When
Thomas Jefferson purchased Louisi
ana from France, the south and west
boundaries were not defined and
most of the region west of the Missis
sippi River was also claimed by
Spain. The Adams-Ouis Treaty with
Spain in 1819 established the inter
section of the 100th Meridian and
the Arkansas River (now in south
Dodge City) as a corner of the bound
ary between the United States and
Spain. Later the lOOth Meridian in
this area was the west boundary of
the Osage Indian Lands."

After writing the text and
collecting digital photos and maps.
the walking tour sign was designed
by Cynthia Vierthaler of the Spear
ville News. Snapp received financial
assistance for the manufacture of the
sign from the Dodge City Rotary
Club, the High Plains Chapter of the
Kansas Society of Land Surveyors,
and Landmark National Bank.

PIKE'S FINAL COLUMN
[This special column on Pike's South
west Expedition has run for more
than two years and ends with this is
sue with the article that begins on the
following page.)
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THE SPY WHO CAME IN FROM THE COLD: DR. JOHN HAMILTON ROBINSON-SECRET AGENT,
FILIBUSTERER, MEXICAN REVOLUTIONARY, AND PATHFINDER ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL

by Craig Crease

[Crease is a longtime member of
SFI'A, president of the Kansas City
Area Historic Trails Association, and
a frequent contributor to WT. He
served on the Pike Bicentennial Com
mission and took as his research in
terest the most intriguing character
of Pike's Southwest Expedition, the
results ofwhich he now kindly shares
with SFI'A. Thanks Craig.]

fil-i-bus-ter I fil-i-bus-ter-er - n - a
military adventurer: esp. an Ame
rican engaged in fomenting 19th
century Latin American uprisings.

SURELY one of the most interest
ing characters spanning the critical
two decades from the beginning of
Thomas Jefferson's eight year presi
dency in 1801 to William Becknell's
seminal trip on the Santa Fe Trail in
1821 was Dr. John Hamilton Robin
son. Virtually unknown today, other
than for his role with Zebulon Pike's
Southwest Expedition, Dr. Robinson
at one time held the future of Span
ish and American relations in his
hands, at a time when those rela
tions were critical to the nation's fu
ture. An intriguing, driven, am
bitious, yet contradictory personal
ity, he deserves a new consideration
for the multiple roles he played out
some 200 years ago.

John Hamilton Robinson was
born on January 24, 1782, in
Augusta County, Virginia. His fa
ther David Robinson was a frontiers
man; it is likely that he is the same
David Robinson that offered Thomas
Jefferson an account of the Missouri
River in 1805,1 just a year before his
son and a little-known young lieu
tenant named Pike made their
amazing and controversial journey
to the Southwest. John Hamilton
Robinson's mother was Miriam
Hamilton, sister of Alexander Ham
ilton; 19th-century historian Freder
ick L. Billon and modern historian
James Holmberg both claim that
John was the nephew of Alexander
Hamilton.2

Little is known ofRobinson's early
childhood in Virginia, although
growing up there in the decades im
mediately after the American Revo-
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lution no doubt had its unique set of
challenges and opportunities. He
had two brothers about whom little
is known. Apparently he was a
bright and quick-witted child. By the
time he was a young man his parents
sent him to medical school, probably
in Philadelphia.3 Here at college,
and possibly earlier from his par
ents, Robinson received a superb and
classical education. Along with
learning to be a doctor and surgeon,
he became very knowledgeable and
proficient in all the sciences and flu
ent in the French language. Zebulon
Pike described Robinson's particular
genius:"He has had the benefit of a
liberal education, without having
spent his time as too many of our
gentlemen do in colleges, viz. in
skimming on the surfaces of sci
ences, without ever endeavouring to
make themselves masters of the
solid foundations, but Robinson
studied and reasoned; with these
qualifications he possessed a liberal
ity of mind too great ever to reject an
hypothesis, because it was not agree
able to the dogmas of the schools; or
adopt it, because it had all the eclat
of novelty - his soul could conceive
great actions, and his hand was
ready to atchieve them; in short, it
may easily be said that nothing was
above his genius, nor anything so
minute that he conceived it entirely
unworthy of consideration." Pike
continued and summed up Robin
son's toughness and courage tem
pered years before in the forested
valleys of Virginia. "As a gentlemen
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and companion in dangers, difficul
ties, and hardships, I in particular,
and the expedition generally, owe
much to his exertions."4

In 1805, at the end of his univer
sity studies, 23-year-old John Hamil
ton Robinson, now Dr. Robinson,
moved west to frontier St. Louis.

He came at the urging of another
prominent St. Louis physician, Dr.
Antoine Saugrain.5 Influential Dr.
Saugrain introduced Robinson to
General James Wilkinson, posted at
St. Louis in 1805 as both Command
ing General of the entire United
States Army and the civil Governor
of the newly-formed Louisiana Terri
tory, an area encompassing every
thing from the Mississippi River to
an unknown and untested boundary
with Spain somewhere far in the
west. Wilkinson was more than
happy to see the young physician ar
rive. He wrote in August of that year
to Secretary ofWar Henry Dearborn,
"Being utterly at a loss for a Surgeon
to the Camp, I very fortunately fell in
with a young Gentleman, who ar
rived here at the moment of my en
quiry ... his name is John H. Robin
son, and as He gives great satisfac
tion both to officers & men, I hope
you may think proper to appoint
him."6 Young Dr. Robinson served at
Cantonment Bellefontaine, located
just north of St. Louis at the mouth
of the Missouri River, from July 28,
1805, until June 30, 1806.7

On Christmas Eve of 1805, Dr.
Robinson married nineteen-year-old
Sophie Marie Michau, who was Dr
Antoine Saugrain's sister-in-law.
Soon Sophie was pregnant with the
Robinson's first child, Edward Ham
ilton Vilamil Robinson, who would
be born while his father was away in
the Southwest with Pike.s

Pike himself spent the winter of
1805 on a hardscrabble mission
north to explore the headwaters of
the Mississippi River, and to confirm
and cement the loyalty to the United
States of the northern Indian tribes
living near its waters, all at the di
rection of General Wilkinson. British
interests in the north and northwest
had expanded their trading influ
ence to these tribes recently, and
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Wilkinson, characteristically, re
acted to what he perceived as a
threat to his country's interests, as
well as his own personal pecuniary
ambitions, in sending Lieutenant
Pike on this foray north. Pike and his
19 men returned downriver to Fort
Bellefontaine after almost nine
months on this Mississippi expedi
tion, suffering many hardships, es
pecially from the cold. They failed to
reach the actual source ofthe Missis
sippi before returning home on April
30, 1806. Perhaps the greatest at
tribute of this Mississippi expedition
was the "toughening up" of Pike and
his men, most ofwhom would accom
pany him on the even more difficult
expedition to the Southwest that was
soon to come.9

Lieutenant Pike had barely set
tled back into Fort Bellefontaine
when he received orders to lead an
expedition to the Southwest, an ex
pedition that was to leave almost im
mediately, that was conceived ini
tially by General Wilkinson as the
general's own plan, and that would
propel young Pike into both fame
and controversy.

Along with most of the men who
had accompanied Pike on the Missis
sippi expedition (17 of the soldiers
from the Mississippi expedition con
tinued on with him to the South
west), Pike added a civilian inter
preter, young fur trader Antoine
Francois Vasquez, better known as
Baronet Vasquez. Also, General
Wilkinson ordered Pike to add two
more soldiers and a civilian to the
roster; one soldier was Lieutenant
James B. Wilkinson, the general's
somewhat sickly eldest son,10 the
other was Joseph Ballinger, the gen
eral's somewhat devious agent, who
had already figured in many of the
general's schemes and intrigues over
the previous two decades. Pike en
listed Ballinger as a sergeant, de
spite Ballinger having no prior mili
tary experience. After the expedition
Pike inflated Ballinger's military
service record to five years, all no
doubt at the order of General Wilkin
son.!1 Finally, the general ordered
Pike to add one more civilian on
board. "Doctor Robinson will accom
pany you as a volunteer," read Wilk
inson's orders. "He will be furnished
medicines, and for accommodation
you give him he is bound to attend
your sick."12
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This order from General Wilkin
son for John Hamilton Robinson to
accompany Pike's Southwest Expe
dition marks the beginning of a mys
tery concerning the actual role that
Robinson played in that expedition
and that historians have speculated
about for most years since. To put
that mystery in context, however, we
need to consider what General Wilk
inson had been up to in the run-up to
that fateful summer in 1806.

James Wilkinson was one of the
most powerful men in America, ri
valing even the president himself,
when he was both commander of the
entire United States Army and gov
ernor of the entire Louisiana Terri
tory, as appointed by that same
president, Thomas Jefferson, in
1805. Unknown by Jefferson at that
time, and for that matter unknown
to virtually everyone else in the
young country, was a third powerful
and influential role that Wilkinson
had played, with varying involve
ment, since 1789; he was a well-paid
secret agent for the country of Spain.
So secret, in fact, that he was known
by the Spanish authorities only as "#
13," a code name created by Wilkin
son himself. That secret role on be
half of Spain, however, did not keep
Wilkinson from pursuing with vigor
what appears to be his longtime
dream and motivation; he was the
principal of, or deeply involved in,
four or more filibustering expedi
tions directed at Mexico over two
decades. is Certainly the most sensa
tional of these filibuster plans was
the one Wilkinson concocted in May
of 1804 in New York City with the
sitting Vice-President of the United
States. ''To save time of which I need
much and have little, I propose to
take a Bed with you this night, if it
may be done without observation or
intrusion - Answer me and if in the
affirmative I will be with [you] at 30
after the 8th hour," wrote General
Wilkinson to Vice-President Aaron
Burr on May 23, 1804, and that night
the sensational plan known since as
the Burr Conspiracy (even though
there is much evidence indicating
Wilkinson was the instigator and
originator of the plan) was born.14

This conspiracy, in addition to its
two main protagonists Burr and
Wilkinson, implicated sitting con
gressmen and senators, federal
judges, two future presidents, and
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some would say one sitting presi
dent15 and other men of power and
influence throughout the United
States for the three years it played
out, until culminating in one of the
most sensational trials in American
history in Richmond, Virginia, in the
spring of 1807.16

The core plan ofthe Burr Conspir
acy was an ambitious and audacious
but ambiguous undertaking with
two possible outcomes, either of
which would apparently meet the
conspirators goals; a plan to move a
filibustering militia force against
Mexico to annex by force all Spanish
holdings between the Rio Grande
and the Mississippi and south deep
into Mexico, as well as Spanish Flor
ida, or a plan to use this same militia
to break Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio,
and other states and lands bordering
the southern Mississippi River away
from the United States and create a
new Union or, if the conspirators
were wildly successful, both.

The first outcome would be a rela
tively innocuous violation of the
Neutrality Act of 1794. The second
outcome would be Treason.!7

In May 1806, as General Wilkin
son contemplated his plan to send
Pike to the Southwest, his secret
plans with Burr were coming rapidly
to fruition. A war with Spain that
was critical to their plans because of
the chaos and uncertainty it would
introduce, along with providing the
perfect alibi for moving federal
troops and private militia deep and
rapidly into Spanish territory, ap
peared to be percolating to a cer
tainty on the banks of the Sabine
River in Texas·18 Within four days of
Pike's April 30 return from the Mis
sissippi expedition, Wilkinson in
formed Pike ofhis next assignment.

On May 3 Pike wrote to a friend "I
am bound on another voyage and
may not be here 3 weeks longer."19
Wilkinson's anxiousness to get
Pike's expedition underway met an
other obstacle. The group of Osage
Indians that Pike was to return to
their villages on the Osage River in
present southwest Missouri had
been taken ill. The delay would last
almost two months, until July 15.

John Hamilton Robinson's addi
tion to the expedition at the last mo
ment on July 12, just three days bef
ore it departed, and his actions dur-
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ing and after the Southwest Expedi
tion with Pike, have led historians to
speculate about Robinson's real
agenda and his secret ties, if any, to
General Wilkinson and his conspira
torial schemes. Historian Thomas
Abernethy pondered in his unsur
passed work, The Burr Conspiracy:
''The Doctor was to pay for his pas
sage by acting as surgeon to the ex
pedition, but nobody has explained
why he wished to make this long and
arduous journey with no ostensible
object in view except to see the coun
try."20 Unstated by Abernethy, but in
the same vein, is the perplexing fact
that Dr. Robinson left behind his
new bride Sophie, who was six
months pregnant with their child.

Historian Harold Bierck, Jr., in
his 1942 article on Dr. Robinson,
speculated: "Robinson may have
been the link between the expedition
and Burr. His last minute appoint
ment by Wilkinson, his intense de
sire to reach Santa Fe, coupled with
his scientific knowledge tend to show
that he was working in the interest
of Wilkinson, and possibly Burr. But
whether he was a spy for Wilkinson
and Burr, or merely a disinterested
volunteer, Robinson took an active
part in the expedition."21

Isaac Joslin Cox, possibly the
greatest historian of early 19th cen
tury Spanish and American rela
tions along the Texas and Louisiana
frontier, weighed in this way: "... ad
ditional instructions, issued on July
12, informed Pike that Dr. John
Hamilton Robinson was to join his
party as a volunteer surgeon. As we
shall see this new recruit was not
merely to perform his ostensible
medical duties but was an additional
agent to insure the carrying out of
Wilkinson's real object-the explora
tion of the trail clear to Santa Fe."22

James Ripley Jacobs, one of Gen
eral Wilkinson's biographers, stated
bluntly ''Dr. John Hamilton Robin
son, going nominally as an accompa
nying surgeon, really went to as
sume command in case Pike met
with disaster."23

Elliott Coues, 19th century editor
of Pike's journals, proclaimed, ''That
our friend Robinson was, in plain
English, a spy is incontestable."24

Finally, in 1965, gifted historian
and modern editor of Pike's journals,
Donald Jackson, summed up the
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Robinson conundrum this way: "The
most mysterious person in the com
mand, a man whose complex motives
are still not entirely clear, was Dr.
John H. Robinson . . . when he
learned ofthe expedition he is said to
have entreated Wilkinson repeat
edly for permission to go as a volun
teer." Later that same year Jackson
wrote a more conclusive statement
concerning Robinson. "His later ca
reer was to become a crusade to lib
erate Mexico from Spanish rule....
In view of his apparent willingness
to defect from his family and friends,
his lack of further contacts with
Wilkinson, and his future role in
Mexico, it seems evident that Robin
son was less a spy than a privately
motivated opportunist and revolu
tionary-a man who already had de
cided that his future lay in Mexico."25

It does appear, when the evidence
is considered, that John Hamilton
Robinson was indeed on a spying
mission for General Wilkinson of
some kind, and this mission may
very well have been in line with Rob
inson's own plans and ambitions.
However, the available evidence
does not reveal to what extent, if
any, that Pike was aware of any se
cret plans of Robinson's, and if we
take Pike's statements at face value,
he was not aware of any.26

However, Pike's own statements
in his journals and letters do evi
dence that Pike treated Dr. Robinson
as an equal and co-leader from the
beginning of the expedition. It has of
ten been written they were the same
age. They were not. When the South
west Expedition shoved off into the
Missouri River, Robinson was 24,
Pike was 27. But they were close
enough in age that it undoubtedly in
creased their rapport. Also, the
highly structured military man Pike
may have felt at ease with an expedi
tion member who was a civilian, as
Robinson was. Finally, and probably
the most influential factor, was
Pike's unrelenting admiration for
Robinson, based on the fact that Rob
inson had achieved much that Pike
himself also longed to be recognized
for. Pike waxed eloquently of Robin
son after the expedition: "He is a
young Gentleman of liberal educa
tion, profound erudition; Versed in
the Modern Languages; and for en
terprise, perseverance, or Bravery
inferior to none of his age. . . . I
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pledge myself that he will always do
Honor to the sword, which his Coun
try may trust to his Valor."27

Throughout the expedition Robin
son was indispensable to Pike, al
though, ironically, never as the phy
sician that was his reason for being
along in the fIrst place. A crack shot,
frequently he went out with Pike's
hunters to bag dinner. Later he
saved the group from certain starva
tion in that critical 1806-1807 snow
bound winter in the Rockies, when
he brought down a buffalo at a time
most of the other men were so debili
tated by cold and hunger they could
not hunt.28 Twice on the expedition
Pike and his men were in danger of
being overrun by Indians, once when
leaving the Pawnee village in pres
ent Nebraska, the other when out
manned fIve to one by a belligerent
Pawnee war party in present Colo
rado. Both times Dr. Robinson
showed a calm courage and nerves of
steel that impressed Pike and his
soldiers.29 Most days on the expedi
tion Dr. Robinson was at Pike's side,
even on the misguided attempt to
reach Pikes Peak, although an inter
esting fact unconsidered by histori
ans seeking answers to Robinson's
personal agenda on the expedition is
that Robinson was sent forward un
accompanied by Pike, often many
days in advance, to all four of the ex
pedition's destinations: La Charette
on the Missouri River, the Osage vil
lages in southwest Missouri, the
Pawnee village in Nebraska, and co
lonial Santa Fe.3o

Mter being taken by the Spanish
from their camp on the waters of the
Rio Grande south to Santa Fe in Feb
ruary 1807, Zebulon Pike and his
men were treated very well by the
Spanish, especially in light of the
fact that the Spanish themselves be
lieved that Pike and his men were
spies. The Spanish were particularly
wary of Dr. Robinson. He had pro
ceeded alone into Santa Fe several
weeks earlier, promoting a scheme to
the Spanish about collecting an old
debt owed by a trader purported to
be in Santa Fe to merchant William
Morrison back east. Pike character
ized the plan: ''The demands which
Dr. Robinson had on persons in New
Mexico, although legitimate, were in
some degree spurious in his hands...
. When on the frontiers, the idea sug
gested itself to us of making this

November 2007



claim a pretext for Robinson to visit
Santa Fe."31

Dr. Robinson further confounded
his Spanish captors by claiming that
he had come to Santa Fe to check out
the job prospects for physicians, "for
the sake of knowing whether it were
more suitable for a man of my profes
sion than the one in which 1 lived,"
and to become "a subject of His
Catholic Majesty," offering to ex
plore the country north of Santa Fe
on behalf of the Spanish. Salcedo did
not buy any of Robinson's story; in
fact he apparently considered these
outrageous propositions as further
evidence that Robinson was a spy
and provocateur.32

Concerned that the Spanish
would make Dr. Robinson out for a
spy, Pike determined to act as if he
did not know Robinson, a charade
Pike kept up until he finally caught
up with the doctor at a village just
south of Albuquerque, both of them
on their way from Santa Fe south to
Chihuahua, courtesy of their Span
ish hosts. Pike described their joyful
reunion: "I saw a man sitting by the
fire reading a book, with blooming
cheeks, fine complexion, and a gen
ius speaking eye, he arose from his
seat. It was Robinson! not that Rob
inson who left my camp, on the head
waters of the Rio del Norte, pale,
emaciated, with uncombed locks and
beard of eight months growth, but
with fire, unsubdued enterprise and
fortitude. The change was indeed
surprising. 1 started back and ex
claimed 'Robinson!' 'Yes'; , but 1 do
not know you'; 1 replied; 'but 1 know
you,' he exclaimed 'I would not be un
known to you here, in this land of
tyranny and oppression; to avoid all
the pains they dare to inflict. Yet my
friend, 1 grieve to see you here and
thus, for 1 presume you are a pris
oner.' 'I replied no! 1 wear my sword
you see, and all my men have their
arms, and the moment they dare to
ill treat us we will surprise their
guards in the night, carry off some
horses and make our way to Ap
paches and then set them at defi
ance.' At this moment captain D'Al
mansa entered and 1introduced Rob
inson to him, as Companion de Voy
age and friend, he having seen him
before at Santa Fe. He did not ap
pear much surprised and received
him with a significant smile, as
much to say, 1 knew this. We then
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marched out to the place were the
soldiers were encamped, not one of
whom would recognize him (agreea
bly to orders,) until 1 gave them the
sign. Then it was a joyful meeting, as
the whole party was enthusiastically
fond of him."33

Pike's reunited group continued to
Chihuahua and a meeting with Gen
eral Nemesio Salcedo. Pike was the
sole object of Salcedo's interrogation
and attention, while Robinson was
left cooling his heels in a guarded an
teroom. Pike recalled, "Robinson all
this time had been standing in the
guardroom, boiling with indignation
at being so long detained there, sub
ject to the observations of the sol
diery and gaping of the vulgar. He
[Robinson] was now introduced, by
some mistake by one of the aides-de
camp. He appeared and made a
slight bow to the general, who de
manded of Malgares who he was. He
replied, 'A doctor who accompanied
the expedition.' 'Let him retire,' said
the governor; and he went out. . . .
The general then invited me to re
turn and dine with him."34 An igno
minious first meeting for two men,
Salcedo and Robinson, whose desti
nies would cross again years later.

By the end ofApril 1807, Pike and
Robinson and most of the expedition
members were set on a course for
home (five men were left behind).

Pike's returning group arrived at
Natchitoches on the Red River in
Louisiana, the United States' far
flung strategic outpost near the
Sabine, on July 1, 1807. Pike pro
claimed: ''Language cannot express
the gayety of my heart when 1 once
more beheld the standard of my
country waved aloft."35

On July 5,within a few days of his
arrival, Pike wrote to General Wilk
inson, responding to a letter Wilkin
son had written to him from New Or
leans on May 20, which the general
had sent to Natchitoches in anticipa
tion ofPike's return there. Wilkinson
stated: "Mter having counted you
among the dead, 1 was most agreea
bly surprised to find, by a letter from
General Salcedo, received a few days
since, that you were in his possession
,and that he proposed sending you,
with your party, to our frontier post..
. . You will hear of the scenes in
which 1have been engaged, and may
be informed that the traitors whose
infamous designs against the gov-
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ernment and constitution of our
country 1 have detected, exposed,
and destroyed, are vainly attempting
to explain their own conduct by in
culpating me. Among other devices,
they have asserted that your and
Lieutenant Wilkinson's enterprise
was a premeditated co-operation
with Burr. Being on the wing for
Richmond, in Virginia, to confront
the arch-traitor and his host of advo
cates, 1 have not leisure to commune
with you as 1could desire. Let it then
suffice for me to say to you, that of
the information you have acquired,
and the observations you have made,
you must be cautious, extremely cau
tious, how you breathe a word; be
cause publicity may excite a spirit of
adventure adverse to the interest of
our country, or injurious to the
maturation of those plans which may
hereafter be necessary and justifi
able by the government.... 1 pray
you to attend particularly to the in
junctions of this hasty letter, and to
believe me, whilst 1 am your gen
eral."36

Pike responded on July 5 from
Natchitoches: "Once more 1 address
you from the land of freedom and un
der the banners of our country. Your
esteemed favor of the 20th of May
now lies before me, in which 1 recog
nize the sentiments of my general
and friend, and will endeavor, as far
as my limited abilities permit, to do
justice to the spirit of your instruc
tions.... Dr. Robinson has accompa
nied me the whole route, is still with
me, and 1 take pleasure in acknowl
edging 1 have received important
services from him, as my companion
in danger and hardships, counselor
in difficulties, and one to whose
chemical, botanical, and mineralogi
cal knowledge the expedition is
greatly indebted.... We heard in the
Spanish dominions of the convul
sions of the western country, origi.
nating in Mr. Burr's plans, and that
you were implicated; sometimes that
you were arrested, sometimes super
seded, etc. Those reports, although 1
never credited them, gave me great
unhappiness, as 1 conceived that the
shafts of calumny were aimed at
your fame and honor, in a foreign
country where these had hitherto
stood high and been revered and re
spected by every class. At St. Antonio
Colonel Cordero informed me of the
truth of the statement, which took a
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load from my breast and made me
feel comparatively happy; I hope ere
long the villainy will be unmasked,
and malignity and slander hide their
heads."37

While Pike waited in Natchito
ches for Wilkinson's response and
new orders, Dr. Robinson was anx
ious to return up the Mississippi
River to his home in St. Louis and his
wife and a new baby son he had yet
to see. So the two close companions,
bonded by their yearlong shared ad
venture on the Southwest Expedi
tion, parted ways. By the end of July
1807, John Hamilton Robinson was
back home in St. Louis.

In St. Louis, away from the in
trigues of the Spanish borderlands,
and no longer immediately vulner
able to the intrigues ofGeneral Wilk
inson (who was far away in a Rich
mond, Virginia, courtroom trying to
save his military career, fighting
charges of complicity in the Burr
trial for treason),38 Dr. Robinson re
sumed his medical practice. During
that fall and winter of 1807, in spite
of having returned to a placid home
life in St. Louis, while making his
rounds the frontier doctor undoubt
edly reminisced of his recent adven
tures with Pike in the Southwest. He
must have considered the extent to
which his own ambitions had or had
not been fulfilled there on the Rio
Grande and farther south in Santa
Fe and Chihuahua. But whether his
destiny was established during the
Pike expedition, or afterwards in St.
Louis in that winter of 1807, the rest
ofJohn Hamilton Robinson's life was
dedicated to being a revolutionary
and filibusterer; a talented and
driven man about whom historian
Donald Jackson proclaimed that
"His later career was to become a
crusade to liberate Mexico from
Spanish rule."39

By the spring of 1808 Robinson,
ever restless, was clamoring for a po
sition with the frontier military that
might put him once again into a posi
tion to pursue his ambitions in Mex
ico, and by September 1808 he was
appointed as acting surgeon's mate
at Fort Bellefontaine near St. Louis,
although it was a civil position and
not an actual army commission.40
Robinson brought his wife and baby
son Edward to the garrison to live
with him, and while there the family
was helped and supported by their
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friend Captain James House, whom
they had known since earlier in that
year, before they came to live at the
fort. Captain House, in addition to
his regular military duties, was an
amateur portrait painter of some tal
ent. That spring he created the only
known image of Dr. Robinson, a deli
cate miniature portrait in the style
prevalent at the time. John and So
phie Robinson's second child was
born in August in St. Louis, a boy
they named James House Robinson
in honor of their friend. 41

In spite of his assignment as act
ing surgeon's mate at Fort Bellefon
taine, in September, the first month
that he was there, he applied for a
different position. Robinson wrote to
Secretary of Louisiana Territory
Frederick Bates, applying for a posi
tion as an Indian agent "in Indian
Dept to fill vacancy caused by misun
derstanding between Crawford and
Campbell."42 The previous winter
Zebulon Pike had weighed in for his
friend Dr. Robinson, writing to Sec
retary ofWar Henry Dearborn, advo
cating an army commission for Rob
inson, proclaiming Dr. Robinson as
"a Gentlemen who would accept of a
captaincy."43 No "captaincy" in the
army was forthcoming for Robinson
from Dearborn. However, his earlier
1808 application to Frederick Bates
for a position with the Indian De
partment, coupled with a new friend
ship in 1809 with Captain Eli Clem
son, the military commander of Fort
Osage, facilitated his assignment as
Indian subagent at this fort in the
spring of 1809.

On March 31, 1809, Dr. Robinson
resigned his post as surgeon's mate
at Fort Bellefontaine and shortly af
ter made his way several hundred
miles west on the Missouri River to
Fort Osage, the Indian trading post
or "factory" run by George Sibley,
with a small contingent ofsoldiers on
hand commanded by Captain Clem
son. Robinson had been sent to Fort
Osage to succeed Rueben Lewis,
brother of Meriwether Lewis.44
Again Dr. Robinson brought his fam
ily to the fort to live with him.

Fort Osage, located on a high bluff
on the Missouri River east of present
Kansas City, was the nation's far
thest flung western fort with a mili
tary presence at the time. The dinner
conversations must have been inter
esting between Sibley and the Robin-
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sons at Fort Osage. George Sibley,
some fifteen years later, would lead
the first official survey of the Santa
Fe Trail from Fort Osage to Taos and
Santa Fe. Robinson no doubt passed
much information on to Sibley about
the route to Santa Fe. For his part,
George Sibley was certainly no isola
tionist; the year before Dr. Robinson
came to Fort Osage, Sibley had writ
ten to his brother, stating that Fort
Osage would be the perfect base from
which to seize the rich mines near
Santa Fe if an anticipated war with
Spain materialized. Further,
George's father was Dr. John Sibley,
an Indian agent in Nachitoches and
Natchez. He was also, to a large ex
tent, Thomas Jefferson's eyes and
ears, the administration's personal
and secret agent in a land of intrigue
along the Mississippi and Red rivers
in the Louisiana Territory from 1803
on. John Sibley was a long time agi
tator for the annexing of Texas by
the United States. "Should the west
ern limits of Louisiana extend to the
river Bravo, or Grande ... the United
States will be able to make their own
coffee and chocolate," he wrote in
1806. Ironically, Dr. John Sibley
would be an active supporter a dec
ade later of his son's nightly dinner
companion at Fort Osage, John
Hamilton Robinson, when the latter
led his own filibustering efforts
against Mexico.45

Having appointed Robinson to his
position at Fort Osage, William
Clark, in his own recently appointed
position as superintendent of Indian
affairs for the Louisiana Territory,
worried about his new employee's
payroll. In November 1809 Clark
wrote to his brother: "I have just
herd that one of my Bills drawn on
the Secty. of War for the quarterly
pay of Doer. Robinson a Sub Indian
Agent of the Osage apt. by Govr.
Lewis have been protested for $160,
which alarms me verry much. if this
Should be the Only one I shall be
easy, as I am convenced that expla
nation will cause the Secty. to pay
this Bill which was drawn previous
to the late arrangement. made by the
Secty. in respect to those appts... ."46

The following spring brought a
new addition to frontier Fort Osage.
On April 18, 1810, Antoine Saugrain
Robinson was born, joining his tod
dler brothers Edward and James.47
Spring also brought activities by
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John Hamilton Robinson with in
triguing implications. It appears
from the documents describing the
incident that Robinson, true to his
revolutionary ambitions, was work
ing to foment discord among the sol
diers of the garrison, all to gain an
end unrevealed by the available evi
dence. His former friend and mentor,
Captain Eli Clemson, forbade Robin
son to enter the gates of the fort, and
forbade the soldiers to meet with
Robinson.

Clemson issued the written order:
"Fort Osage 9 July 1810 ... Garrison
order . . . The Commanding Officer
having been informed that Dr. John
H. Robinson has been tampering
with the soldiers of this garrison and
in a clandestine manner endeavour
ing to prejudice them against their
officers by intrigue and ungentle
manly insinuations to the public
service good order and military disci
pline. In consequence of which all
soldiers belonging to this Fort are
forbid entering the enclosures or
house ofthe said Dr. Robinson, or his
being admitted into the Fort without
the permission from the command
ing officer."48

Further recriminations were ex
changed between former friends
Clemson and Robinson; there are
even indications that Robinson at
tempted to bring a lawsuit against
Captain Clemson, in response to the
captain forbidding "the soldiers to
purchase goods from Robinson."49
By winter the situation became in
tolerable, and once again Dr. Robin
son was on the move with his family.
He resigned his position and moved
to Ste. Genevieve, the old French en
clave on the Mississippi River south
of St. Louis.

There Dr. Robinson and Sophie
again tried to settle into the placid
life of a frontier doctor, although by
June 1811 Robinson would be com
missioned by the governor of the Illi
nois Territory as an aide-de-camp to
the Brigadier General ofMilitia, not
withstanding his troubles with the
military at Fort Osage the previous
year.50 Later in the year in Ste.
Genevieve the Robinson's had their
fourth child and first girl, Henrietta
Sophie Robinson, born on November
21. The quiet comforts of Ste. Gene
vieve, however, could not hold the
arching ambition of Robinson and
his revolutionary impulses, and soon
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an opportunity presented itself that
promised to put him on the road to
Mexico once more.

In the five years since Robinson
had accompanied Pike into Mexico,
events internally and on the world
stage threatened to accomplish in
New Spain what Burr and Wilkinson
and a host of lesser filibusterers had
failed to do.

In the summer of 1808 Napoleon's
French armies invaded Spain. Eight
een months later they were at the
outskirts of Spain's capital, and the
collapse of the Spanish empire ap
peared imminent. By the spring of
1810 a few Spanish holdings in
South America began to respond,
Venezuela being the first to collapse
and switch allegiance to France. In
side Mexico itself, creeping signs of
insurrection against the Royal gov
ernment began to appear. Soon revo
lutionary bands of Mexican "Patri
ots" began to move across the coun
try. President James Madison and
Secretary of State James Monroe
had inherited from the Jefferson ad
ministration in 1809 a Spanish bor
derland even more unstable and un
resolved than that which Thomas
Jefferson had dealt with. But in the
midst of this uncertainty Madison
and Monroe saw an opportunity. Be
ginning in the summer of 1810 their
administration began to dispatch se
cret agents to all of Spain's holdings
and colonies in the western hemi
sphere, with particular emphasis on
those colonies near or on the border
of the United States: East and West
Florida, Cuba, and Mexico. These
agents were charged with such mun
dane tasks as simply gathering in
formation and assessing the pros
pects for increased trade, as well as
more subversive operations that
would have a destabilizing effect on
already unstable colonial govern
ments, indeed undertaking clandes
tine operations and promoting colo
nial insurrection against a nation
(Spain), with which the United
States was publicly very much at
peace, all in the hopes of adding
these provinces to the United States,
especially Florida and Texas (north
ern Mexico).51

As he had in the past, Zebulon
Pike again tried to give his friend
Robinson a leg up. In the spring of
1812 Pike wrote to Secretary of State
James Monroe on Dr. Robinson's be-
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half, gammg him an audience in
Washington with Monroe in June.
Undoubtedly Monroe was impressed
by Robinson's credentials and poten
tial as it applied to the existing bor
der situation with Spain. Either as a
formality or to establish a degree of
separation between the State De
partment and the clandestine under
takings they would be asking oftheir
new secret agent, Monroe asked Rob
inson to communicate his ideas on
the current and future status ofMex
ico back to Monroe through Pike.

This Robinson did immediately,
drafting on June 19th a letter that he
had Pike sign. In it Robinson (writ
ing as Pike, although we can assume
that Pike approved the letter) ad
dressed their old captor Nemesio
Salcedo, the Captain General of the
Internal Provinces: "Doctor Robin
son mentioned to me that you had
honored him with a conversation
relative to the Internal Provinces of
New Spain and requested him to
communicate his Ideas on that sub
ject through me to you. That govern
ment is under a Captain General
(Nemesio Salcedo) ... by this will be
seen the important consequence
which may result to the United
States by having an understanding
with the Captain General, for al
though I believe whenever New
Spain shall declare herself an inde
pendent Nation, those Internal Prov
inces must become part of the same;
yet, I know Salcedo well, and know
him to be jealous of his authority,
crafty and suspicious, and that he
will hold on to his Government as
long as possible. The principal part
of the patriots, who have not laid
down their arms, have retreated into
his limits and taken refuge in the
Mountains distinguished on my Map
by the title of Bolson de Mapimi, and
along the uninhabited part of the Rio
del Norte: from whence they carry on
a continual predatory war on the
Loyal inhabitants, and Troops. This
state ofthings might be a peculiar in
ducement for him to listen to any
propositions made at this period
from the U. States, as he must know
that it is in their power when they
deem it proper by joining those Revo
lutionists to overturn his Govern
ment. . . . Should an Agent be sent
from our Government to that Coun
try I should choose the Rout by
Natchitoches.... He will be obliged
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to proceed on to Chihuahua the Seat
ofGovernment ofthe Captain Gener
alcy.... With respect to my friend
Robinsons qualifications for such an
Agency.... I think with proper in
structions he will be a person emi
nently calculated for this undertak
ing." Signed "Z.M. Pike."52

Through this letter Robinson and
Pike laid out for Monroe their consid
ered opinion, which they were
uniquely qualified to give, of the bor
der situation based on their practical
knowledge and experience, a view of
the situation that further validated
Monroe's own perception, that the
Spanish-held territories near the
Louisiana Territory, even Texas,
would be easily annexed into the
United States should Mexican inde
pendence from Spain occur. But Sal
cedo, as a vigorous opponent to both
Mexican independence and Ameri
can expansion, might try to maintain
a self-contained state in the north
ern part of Mexico. This possibility
alarmed Monroe. If Mexico were to
split into regions, each representing
revolutionary or loyalist factions, the
resulting chaos might tempt the
British or the French to interfere in
Mexico.

So Monroe dispatched his new se
cret agent John Hamilton Robinson
to the Southwest to seek out Salcedo.
Robinson's written instructions in
cluded talking to Salcedo about the
suppression of "Banditti" in the ter
ritory between Natchitoches and the
Spanish settlements. Robinson was
to "proceed to the seat of government
of the Internal Provinces." There in
Chihuahua he was to assure Salcedo
of the United States' intention and
desire to stay on friendly terms. Fur
ther, he was to bring up the question
of the boundary between the two
countries, since the boundary of the
Louisiana Purchase of 1803 re
mained undefined, and propose that
the United States wanted to open ne
gotiations over the boundary i&
sues.53

Robinson left Washington and by
August 1812 was in Natchitoches.
He sought out Felix Trudeau, the
Spanish vice-counsel, seeking a
passport. Robinson told Trudeau he
was charged with investigating a
group of insurgents led by former
U.S. army officer Augustus Magee
and Mexican citizen Bernardo Gu
tierrez that had recently entered
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Texas. Trudeau refused the pass
port, but Robinson continued with
out it. By October he found Magee
and his band ofPatriots on the banks
of the Trinity River. Magee at
tempted to block his way and or
dered that Robinson give up all his
papers. Soon, however, they let Rob
inson continue, giving him a pass
port of their own, after he promised
to reveal nothing about their where
abouts to Spanish authorities. The
Patriots reasoned that if harm
should come to Robinson they risked
angering another power, the United
States. Sympathetic to their revolu
tionary cause in spite of the rough
treatment, Robinson later stated.
"Had I not been in the service of my
own country, I would most cheerfully
have been one of the party." Nursing
an injured ankle, he continued on to
his planned rendezvous with Sal
cedo.54

Finally reaching Chihuahua in
December 1812, Robinson made his
way to the government house and
Salcedo. The Captain General re
ceived him "with a reserved polite
ness," but then demanded to know if
Robinson carried a letter to him from
the President of the United States.
Robinson shot back that he did not
have such a letter, in fact that he
himself was the letter. Equally bel
ligerent, Salcedo threatened impris
onment. Robinson told Salcedo he
did not fear such an action; his gov
ernment would act immediately to
protect him.55

This first interview was appar
ently so tense that Salcedo requested
that future communication be done
in writing. The next day Robinson
wrote out for Salcedo all the points
from Monroe's instructions. Suspect
ing Robinson as a spy, based on their
experiences together in 1807, and
possibly as a revolutionary, based on
affairs as they now existed in 1812,
Salcedo again demanded to see Rob
inson's credentials for negotiating on
behalf of the United States. Robin
son sent his passport from the State
Department and his letter of instruc
tions from James Monroe. Hearing
nothing for five days, Robinson
pressed the issue, outlining for Sal
cedo the president's anxiousness to
receive Robinson's report concerning
the insurgents and the boundary is
sues. Stubbornly, Salcedo rejected
what Robinson had sent him, and

Wagon Tracks

continued to insist that "without a
corresponding credential, it is not a
document sufficient to enable me to
hear officially the propositions to
which your commission directs."56

Frustrated, Robinson asked for
one fmal meeting, which Salcedo
granted. He pleaded with Salcedo
that now was the time for their na
tions to cooperate. Salcedo, ever in
transigent, again accused Robinson
of having a secret agenda. Robinson
took it as a personal slur, and de
manded an explanation. Salcedo
flew into a rage; "he burst into the
most violent paroxysm of anger,"
shouting that the United States
lacked national honor and claiming
that he retained letters and docu
ments ofRobinson's from 1807 which
"he wrote and circulated in this
country exciting the people to revolt
against the constituted authori
ties."57 Although angry himself, Rob
inson realized that no more could be
done. He asked for a passport to the
United States and the return of his
papers. Robinson gave Salcedo a
three-day ultimatum to meet his de
mands. Within the three days Sal
cedo sent him a contrite and cordial
letter, but he indicated that Robin
son's papers and actions in 1807 still
justified his current suspicions of
Robinson's motives. He also included
a passport for Robinson. After argu
ing with Salcedo over the route he
would take home, Robinson at last
headed home in early February
1813.58

Traveling north through Mexico,
Dr. Robinson met two Mexican in
surgent leaders, both of whom im
plored him for American arms and
officers. Robinson promised he
would tell President Madison of their
circumstance. He further indicated
to them that the United States was
sympathetic to their cause. Moving
through San Antonio he found the
people greatly alarmed because a Pa
triot army was encamped a few miles
outside their city. Nemesio Salcedo's
nephew Manuel was in charge, with
only a token force ready to protect
the city. Some of the inhabitants of
San Antonio implored Robinson to
invoke the power of his government
for their protection, but of course
Robinson's authority from Monroe
did not extend that far. Further
more, his personal sympathies were
with the threatening revolutionaries
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outside the town. He continued
homeward, arriving in Natchitoches
in April 1813, only to find Jose Al
varez de Toledo waiting for him.59

General Toledo was a former
member of the Spanish legislature
who arrived in America from Spain
in September 1811, and over a period
of time convinced James Monroe
that he was a genuine revolutionary.
Monroe advanced him some funds,
and soon he was on his way from
Washington to the West. Apparently
he was also provided with a letter of
introduction to Robinson; quickly
upon Dr. Robinson's arrival in
Natchitoches they became friends.
They formulated a plan for invading
Mexico. Robinson informed fellow se
cret agent William Shaler that "he
[Robinson] should, on his arrival at
Washington, lay their plans before
the government," looking for sup
port. When he arrived in Washing
ton in July and made his report to
Monroe, Robinson detailed his frus
trating dealings with Salcedo and ti
tled his report "The Present State of
the Mexican Revolution." He assured
Monroe that, if European interfer
ence could be kept out of the strug
gle, Mexican independence would
most certainly happen.6o

Dr. Robinson was released from
his duties as a special agent for the
State Department later that sum
mer, and he went right back to work
on the plan he had concocted with
Toledo. Not only did the plan envi·
sion the takeover of the Internal
Provinces of Mexico, it also projected
taking over Spanish-held East Flor
ida. Robinson went to Philadelphia,
second only to New Orleans at the
time as a hotbed of filibusterers and
intrigue, seeking like-minded per
sons. In September 1813 he wrote a
stirring broadside that was widely
distributed in Philadelphia and be
yond. He even invoked his late
friend, Zebulon Pike, now General
Pike, who had died a hero's death
just months before at the hands ofan
exploding powder magazine after
leading a victorious battle against
the British in the War of 1812. Ex
cerpts from the inflammatory broad
side include:
"Fellow Citizen

''We now witness the most mo
mentous crisis, which the history of
man has ever furnished, on the re
view of which, the mind is filled with
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awfully solemn reflections.... This,
then, is the moment when the patri
otism, nay, the vpry souls of Ameri
cans are to be h·i,·.! \wake! Arise my
fellow citizl'n! ~;h;ll, you from this
stupor, detend the liberties and
rights of your country.... I have con·
ceived it my duty, to call your atten
tion to the Mexican revolution, as a
subject peculiarly interesting to the
future welfare of this republic, and
the future prosperity ofher citizens..
.. Such, Sir, is New Spain, she is our
nearest neighbor, and may become a
useful friend, or an inconvenient,
even a dangerous enemy, according
to the policy we persue towards her,
at this critical juncture.... The late
gallant and brave General Pike (who
would have been with us, had he
lived,). . . . Arise! lead on a few of
your countrymen, such as are distin
guished for talents and virtues, the
eyes of your country and all Europe
are on you, and ere long you shall
hear the plaudits of an admiring and
grateful world, hailing that immor
tal Band, and the entrance of the
Mexican Republic, into the sublime
rank of civilized nations.

"Health and Fraternity, John H.
Robinson

"Rendezvous at Nacodoches 25th
Nov. 1813"61

While Dr. Robinson was in Phila·
delphia he also wrote to General
Toledo, stating that arms for their
venture would come from New Or·
leans, and he hoped to join Toledo in
the fall. Unknown to Robinson, how
ever, at almost the same time
Toledo, in command of the Mexican
revolutionary forces, faced a crush
ing defeat in the Battle of Medina.62
When Robinson eventually found out
about the rout, he wrote Toledo that
he was coming, bringing more men
and hundreds of muskets. Robinson
moved on to Pittsburg, apparently
enjoying the tacit approval of James
Monroe, who was taking no steps to
stop him. He issued another procla
mation; a recruiting piece which
promised land grants of 640 acres,
liberal financial rewards, even Mexi
can citizenship. Robinson soon
moved on to Illinois, exercising the
same recruiting efforts for his Mexi
can filibuster. 63

By November 1813 Secretary of
State James Monroe was changing
his position on Robinson and the fili
busterers, and by January 1814 had
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done a complete about face. On Janu
ary 21 Monroe wrote a remarkable
letter to William Clark, now gover
nor of the Missouri Territory:
''To Gov. Clark

'1 transmit herewith two letters
from Dr. John H. Robinson to Gov.
Edwards tending to prove that the
former has been engaged in the un
lawful business of exciting the citi
zens of the United States to the inva
sion of the Spanish provinces beyond
the Mississippi. If Dr. Robinson
should be in the Missouri Territory I
have to request that you cause such
measures to be taken as the law
authorizes to prevent his illegal de
signs. For the purpose you may em
ploy at the expense of this Depart
ment such professional aid as may be
necessary. In case Dr. Robinson
should be in Illinois and not in the
Missouri Territory you will be
pleased to deliver his letters now for
warded to you to the order of Gov.
Edwards."64

What had caused this sudden re
versal, when just months before Rob
inson was Monroe's paid special
agent clandestinely working toward
the same goals? The most obvious
answer is that Monroe's State De
partment was pushing the legiti
macy of America's claim to Florida,
which it hoped to receive in the com
ing peace negotiations (that had re
cently begun) which would eventu
ally end the War of 1812. News that
Monroe had been supporting filibus
terers to seize that very province and
others would dash any hope of that
"legitimate" claim. But beyond that,
the stridency of Robinson's very pub
lic call to arms with his widely dis
tributed, highly inflammatory Phila
delphia broadside of the previous
September, followed up by the re
cruiting calls for a Mexican filibuster
across the West, with complaints by
leading officials, led Monroe to try to
stop Robinson, at any cost, before it
became obvious that the State De
partment had been supporting in
private the very policies they re
jected in public. And what they had
been supporting in private was not
just against policy, it was against the
law; filibusterers were a direct viola
tion of the Neutrality Act of 1794.65

Several weeks later, on February
14, 1814, Monroe drafted another
anxious and threatening letter, this
time to Dr. Robinson, whom he be-
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lieved was in Natchez. ''The meas
ures in which you are engaged being
contrary to law and wholly unau
thorized," Monroe wrote with no hint
of irony, "have excited no little sur
prise, especially as you know this to
be the case from your instructions
while acting under the authority of
the government on the recommenda
tion of the late general Pike ... and I
now write to inform you that if you
do not immediately desist from your
illegal measures and pursuits, the
most decisive steps will be taken to
give effect to the legal restraint ap
plicable to them."66

So either Monroe was being disin
genuous to give himself cover for any
future criticisms of his support of
Robinson, or Robinson perceived the
letter that way and simply disre
garded it, because he redoubled his
efforts on behalf of the cause that
was his passion-the Mexican revolu
tion.

By the autumn of 1814 Dr. Robin
son was in Natchez, in route to
Natchitoches. He wrote to Toledo
that 2,000 men could be expected to
join Robinson and Toledo by the
spring; he asked Toledo to choose a
rendezvous point. General John
Adair, a former senator and Burr co
conspirator, was expected to join
them in the spring also. Soon Robin
son reached the Patriots camp on the
Sabine River. Here Toledo and Rob
inson uncharacteristically argued
about who was to lead; both wanted
full command of the forces. Eventu
ally they compromised, but days
later, west of the Sabine, they ar
gued again over leadership and con
trol; this time it was over what one
historian described as the question
of "Who shall be Emperor of the Re
public?" Disgusted, Robinson parted
from Toledo and took part of the
force with him. While this was going
on, British forces were moving on
New Orleans, and Robinson decided
to set aside his filibuster plans for
the moment and come to the aid of
his own country. He sent an offer to
the Governor of Louisiana, W.C.C.
Claiborne, to bring his men to New
Orleans to serve under Andrew
Jackson. Claiborne was compelled to
reject the offer, however, because he
had a warrant ordering the arrest of
Robinson. Robinson was not con
cerned about the warrant (which
was for a violation of the neutrality
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laws); not only had Monroe assured
him that it would not be served, but
the very United States marshal that
was charged with serving it was with
him and his forces. He went by him
self to New Orleans and volunteered
as a soldier, but was instead commis
sioned as a surgeon and put in
charge of the army hospital near
New Orleans, in anticipation of the
coming Battle of New Orleans.67

In 1815, after the War of 1812 had
ended, Dr. Robinson once again
turned to the Mexican revolution.
Later he wrote of this transitional
time. ''When I abandoned the serv
ices of this country I did so because it
was the wish of the Executive that I
should join the Mexican cause as a
prelude to the future plans of the Ad
ministration on that subject."68 It ap
pears that Monroe had retained an
interest in his former special agent,
and the actions that Robinson subse
quently took were at least secretly
advocated by Monroe, further evi
denced by Robinson"s many letters
to him and President Madison.

In the fall of 1815 Dr. Robinson
sailed from New Orleans for Vera
Cruz. He continued overland, look
ing for the Mexican Congress of the
Patriots. After learning of the Pa
triot forces defeating Royalist forces
in a battle in the province of Puebla,
he reported to President James
Madison: "knowing the lively inter
est which you feel towards the glori
ous efforts of this brave people ... I
cannot ... deny myself the pleasure
of communication ... information
relative to the present state of the
Revolution." The Patriots were win
ning and democracy was on the rise,
he reported to Madison. All that was
needed were more munitions to end
the conflict soon.69

Robmson attempted to return to
the United States, but his way was
blocked by intrigues carried out by
his former friend Toledo. False
charges were trumped up by a local
official influenced by Toledo. Robin
son returned to the Patriots Con
gress to ask for help. After some in
trigues, which may have included
the dismantling ofthe Mexican Con
gress and a sham imprisonment for
one day of Robinson by General Juan
Manuel Teran, the new twenty-year
old leader of the Patriots (apparently
to try to show that Robinson had
nothing to do with Teran's takeover
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of the Patriot leadership), Dr. Robin
son accompanied Teran to the coast
in the spring of 1816 in an effort to
obtain arms and ammunition from
another American.

In May of that year, American
merchant and soldier of fortune Wil
liam Davis Robinson had arrived on
the Mexican coast. He was seeking
the Mexican Congress to get funding
to finance another filibuster in Haiti,
headed by Dr. Robinson's inimitable
former friend General Toledo. Find
ing the Mexican Congress dis
banded, this newly-arrived Robinson
offered to sell General Teran 4,000
muskets for twenty pesos each. But a
competing Patriot officer, General
Victoria, was jealous of the boy Gen
eral Teran and blocked the transpor
tation of the muskets inland. The
two Robinsons devised a plan with
Teran to get the muskets. In July
they moved out with 400 men, seek
ing the little port village where the
muskets were held. Bogged down in
torrential rains and rough terrain,
they were intercepted by Royalist
forces that had learned of the plan.
The two forces met at a river near
Playa Vicente. The Patriot forces
were outnumbered and forced to re
treat. In crossing the river to escape,
young General Teran's canoe cap
sized, and he would have drowned if
Dr. Robinson, on a nearby raft, had
not been able to grasp his coattails
and pull him up to safety. Plans for
capturing the muskets abandoned,
General Teran, John Hamilton Rob
inson, and most of the Patriot sol
diers were able to retire to safety
many miles inland. William Davis
Robinson, however, was captured by
the Royalist forces. He recalled later
that upon his capture the Royalist's
exclaimed ''Thank God! Doctor Rob
inson has at last fallen into our
hands."70

Upon the expedition's return to
General Teran's headquarters at Te
huacan, or some time shortly after,
Dr. Robinson was commissioned as a
general in the Patriot army. In Feb
ruary 1817, it appears that Robinson
was in ill health and he set sail for
Galveston. He continued on to New
Orleans in March, where he was
sought out by a British agent, a Mr.
Gillespie, who wanted Robinson's
participation in a projected British
invasion of Mexico and other Span
ish holdings. Racked with dysentery,
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he ignored the British agent's plead
ings. He did rally himself enough,
however, to write a lengthy report to
Monroe, again outlining the circum
stances that existed in Mexico.71

Robinson finally reached his fam
ily and his home in Natchez in Octo
ber 1817. When he arrived Sophie
was alarmed at the toll his adven·
tures had taken on him and was con
cerned about his immediate ill
health. During the months that fol
lowed, while Robinson was resting
and recuperating, a wave of yellow
fever swept through the area, and
several of the Robinsons' children be
came ill. Despite the family's health
difficulties at the time, there was
some cause for optimism. Dr. Robin
son had brought back from Mexico
some cash and a draft for $20,000,
apparently for his services in Mexico
on behalf of the Patriots. Years later,
however, the draft still remained un
cashed, its value dubious, as it was
apparently actually the result of a
trade by Robinson for land in Missis
sippi or Louisiana that never materi
alized.72

Somewhat recovered, in March
1818 Dr. Robinson set out on a new
project, one that took into account
his vast and practical knowledge of
the land that he had been traipsing
over for the last twelve years. With
typical drive, he plunged into the
publishing of a map ofLouisiana and
Mexico.

An advance prospectus soliciting
subscriptions at fifteen dollars each
for the huge map (64 inches by 66%
inches) was successful, with over 400
subscribers responding. In August
the editor of the widely read and in
fluential Niles Register gave Robin
son's forthcoming map a glowing re
view. In the fall Dr. Robinson trav
eled to Washington to drum up fur
ther interest in his map. While there
he also secured an appointment to
West Point for his son Edward Ham
ilton V. Robinson.73

In January 1819 Dr. Robinson's
"Map of Mexico, Louisiana, and the
Missouri Territory, including also
the state of Mississippi, Alabama
Territory, East & West Florida,
Georgia, South Carolina & part of
the island of Cuba" was published in
Philadelphia. The map carried this
statement from Dr. Robinson: ''The
information on which the Author
feels himself justified in the publica-
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tion of this map, is from his own
knowledge of the Country in his sev
eral voyages thither and also the sev
eral Manuscript maps which are now
in his possession, drawn by the order
of the Captain General of the Inter
nal Provinces and the Viceroy of
Mexico." As with most maps of the
time, it included some outdated ma
terial from other mapmakers, joined
with the empirical evidence Dr. Rob
inson had gained from his on-the
ground observations. But it also
uniquely reflected his political inter
est and past intrigues. The map
documented the conflicting bound
ary claims of the Louisiana Terri
tory. It showed Spain's claim to the
Mississippi Valley, as well as the
United States claim to the Rio
Grande and north. It also high
lighted the projected compromise
boundary that resulted from the
Adams-Onis Treaty that was being
negotiated as Robinson's map was
going to press. The locations of sev
eral "Republican" uprisings in 1811
to 1813 in Mexico were noted. No
tated near the Brazos River is writ
ten "Philip Nolan and & party killed
here," a mention of one of General
Wilkinson's early proteges and fili
busters. And further north on his
map, cementing the legacy of his be
loved and departed friend, Dr. Rob
inson put a name for the first time to
the majestic mountain that they had
failed to reach on that cold winter
many years before-Pikes Peak.74

Six years later, in 1825, surveyor
Joseph Brown purchased Dr. Robin·
son's map for ten dollars, and carried
it with him on the first official survey
of the Santa Fe Trail, led by George
Sibley, Dr. Robinson's friend and
companion of fifteen years before. In
Santa Fe, Sibley wrote in his journal
March 2, 1826 : ''The day not very
pleasant. Sent Robinson's Map to the
Gov[erno]r as a present, having no
further use for it, & and it being not
worth taking home. If offered for
Sale it wd not bring a Dollar here."75
Today Dr. Robinson's map is consid
ered a very rare and valuable exam·
pIe of early 19th-century cartogra
phy. The last known copy to surface
came out on the rare map market a
few years ago, and was sold by a
noted Texas rare map dealer for
many thousands of dollars.

Unfortunately, Dr. John Hamil
ton Robinson did not live long
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enough to reap much benefit from
his map-publishing venture. A recur
rence of the ill health drove him from
Washington back to his family at
Natchez. Perhaps his years of travels
and travails took their final toll. Ap
parently beyond recovery from this
latest bout of illness, Dr. Robinson
died on September 19, 1819, at the
age of 37. A newspaper from his old
hometown of St. Louis memorialized
his life: "His pursuits have been con
stantly directed to this grand object
[the liberation of Mexico] and would
have succeeded had he met with men
equal with himself in wisdom to
plan, and courage to execute."76

Since the heyday of Dr. Robinson
there have been fleeting glimpses of
his legacy. To historians over the last
200 years, he has been somewhat of
an enigma. He appears as the pro
tagonist in the obviously fictional
ized book by Robert Ames Bennett
that was published in 1909: A Volun
teer With Pike-The True Narrative of
One Dr. John Robinson and of His
Love for the Fair Senorita Vallois. In
the 1930s historian LeRoy Hafen
tried to track down, to no avail, in
triguing reports of the existence of a
journal or journals that Dr. Robinson
might have kept. Finally, however,
the bicentennial of Zebulon Pike's
1806-1807 expedition has generated
new interest in all aspects of that ex
pedition, prompting a new genera
tion to consider the life and times of
the remarkable Dr. John Hamilton
Robinson.
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THE odyssey began with the exis
tence of war between the United
States and Mexico as announced by
President James K. Polk on May 13,
1846. On the following day, Colonel
Stephen W. Kearny was given the
command to organize at Fort Leav
enworth the Army of the West, an
overland expeditionary force to be
composed of the First U. S. Dragoons
and volunteer units from Missouri.
Subsequently, between June 6 and
27, over 1300 volunteers were as
sembled at Fort Leavenworth to be
enlisted for a twelve-month period. l

As the war wore on and spring
came in 1847, Secretary of War Wil
liam L. Marcy called for 6000 Mis
souri and Illinois volunteers to re
place those whose one-year enlist
ment was soon to expire. Unlike the
1846 requisition, these volunteers
were to serve for the duration of the
war. Included in the request was one
infantry regiment from Illinois. An
enthusiastic response was made to
illinois Governor Augustus French's
call for ten companies of infantry. No
where was the enthusiasm more pro
nounced than at Salem, Marion
County, where fIve companies (A, B,
C, D, E) were organized in early
May. Among the volunteers were
Thomas Bryan Lester, 23, Co. C;
James McBride Gaston, 23, Co. C;
and Robert Easley, 34, Co. C, all
from Marion County; also Benjamin
Ladd Wiley, 26, Co. B, Williamson
County.2

By some good fortune, Lester,
Gaston, and Wiley, all left diaries of
their adventures during the days of
their enlistment: Lester's Notes by
the Wayside: From Fort Leavenworth
to Santa Fe N. Mexico;3 Gaston's
Journal of Travels During the Mexi
can War;4 and Wiley's Mexican War
Diary.5 All three diarists left ac
counts of Easley's death and burial
at the Pawnee Fork crossing of the
Santa Fe Trail on August 5-6, 1847.

These four, a few among many,
marched to Alton, Illinois, with their
comrades where they were joined by
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other companies from throughout
the state. On June 8, 1847, the ten
companies were mustered into the
First Illinois Volunteer infantry by
Caleb C. Sibley, Fifth Regular Infan
try. At that time, the volunteers
elected officers of the regiment: Colo
nel E. W. B. Newby, Lieutenant
Colonel H. P. Boyakin, and Major I.
B. Donaldson.6 Though common in
volunteer units, such a practice
would have never been allowed in
the regular army. This is the fIrst of
several such irregularities to be re
corded.

Leaving Alton by the steamboat
Amelia, Companies Band C de
parted up the Missouri River on
June 17 en route to Fort Leaven
worth with all four of the protago
nists aboard. Companies A, D, and E
followed on the 19th.7 The Amelia
had a regular run on the Missouri
with frequent stops, among which
was Arrow Rock, Missouri. The lay
over there was long enough for Les
ter to disembark and visit his sister
Agnes Lester Hall who lived within
200 yards of the landing.

The Illinois volunteers reached
Fort Leavenworth before the end of
June where they were joined by Mis
souri volunteers. In all, 2,250 officers
and men were in readiness for the
long march to Santa Fe.S There, on
the 29th, Gaston reported that the
First Illinois was issued "arms and
accutaments [sic];" and on the 30th,
Colonel Newby conducted a general
inspection. On July 4, Lester de
scribed the celebration of Independ
ence Day with Colonel Clifton Whar
ton's dragoons, a company of the
Third Missouri Mounted volunteers
and the entire regiment of the First
Illinois Infantry, all marching
around the parade ground. The Dec
laration of Independence was read
by the post chaplain and ten rounds
were fIred in quick time from three
nine pounders. Almost without no
tice among all the festivities, an epi
demic had broken out. Louise Barry
devoted a single sentence to this
problem, "About a dozen Illinois vol
unteers died-some from measles-at
Fort Leavenworth'"9

On the 4th, Gaston wrote that
Companies B, C, and E were in
preparation for the 800-mile march;
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and on the 6th, Wiley reported that
Co. B "bargained for the purchase of
a wagon and 2 yoke of steers to haul
our knapsacks." Such would have
never been allowed in the regular
army. Detachments were dispatched
from Fort Leavenworth at various
intervals to accommodate the antici
pated lack of water along the way.
Companies B, C, and E made up the
first detachment. By a happy coinci
dence, all four of the protagonists
were included in this unit. The de
tachment departed Fort Leaven
worth at 2:00 p.m. on July 7. Officers
were Lieutenant Colonel Boyakin
and Captains John M. Cunningham,
Van Trump Turner, and George
Hook. Under escort was a train of 30
supply wagons commanded by a
Captain Finley, a trader from West
port, Missouri. 10

Marching south through present
Leavenworth, the volunteers fol
lowed the route pioneered by Cap
tain William Wickliffe in 1833 from
Fort Leavenworth to Round Grove
(later called Lone Elm) and used in
1835 by Colonel Henry Dodge at the
end of his 1645-mile expedition to
the Rocky Mountains and return by
way of the Santa Fe Trail. In 1837,
the Fort Leavenworth-Fort Gibson
Military Road was established which
replicated Wickcliffe's road for the
first 29 miles before veering to the
southeast. Subsequently in 1843,
Captain Philip St. George Cooke and
his First Dragoons followed Wick
cliffe's route to Lone Elm in their
celebrated escort of American and
Mexican freighters on the Santa Fe
Trail. At the onset of the Mexican
War in 1846, a supply train of 100
wagons used the route from Fort
Leavenworth to Lone Elm to initiate
the delivery of provisions to Bent's
Fort, preceding any troop move
ments. In June 1847, shortly before
the Illinois volunteers departed Fort
Leavenworth, Lieutenant Alton R.
Easton's infantry battalion began
their trek to Santa Fe via the Lone
Elm road. l1

Marching south through present
Leavenworth, the volunteers crossed
Three Mile Creek. Two miles further
they camped at Five Mile Creek, the
present site of Buffalo Bill Park.
Wiley wrote, ''This night sentinels
were posted for the first time." This
was the first of many times that the
Illinoisans exhibited an irrational

20

fear ofIndians. The Delawares in the
area who had come to their reserve
on the north side of the Kansas River
in 1830-1832 posed no threat to the
volunteers. 12

On the following day, the com
mand continued south, paralleling
today's Kansas Highway 7 through
present Lansing. Fording Seven Mile
Creek, the men marched on to Nine
Mile Creek, like all the above men
tioned streams named for its dis
tance from the flag pole at Fort Leav
enworth. 13 Less than two miles fur
ther, the volunteers veered south
east eight miles to a campgrounds
called Gum Spring. This site should
not be confused with the camp
grounds of the same name where the
men later camped on July 10.

Along the way, Wiley observed
huts and gardens cultivated by the
Delawares. Long familiar with the
European/American lifestyle, the
Delawares by this time were begin
ning to emulate the subsistence
farmers they had observed in the
East. Such should have lessened the
fear of the Indians.

On the 9th, the volunteers were
forced to layover because some wag
ons needed repairs. On the 10th, the
volunteers resumed the march of six
miles to the Kansas River. There at
Grinter's (Delaware) Ferry,14 they
were ferried across the river and
marched another four miles to the
second Gum Spring which Wiley de
scribed as "one of the finest springs I
ever saw." Actually, at the camp
grounds, there were several springs
and a meeting house, the site of pres
ent Shawnee, Kansas, formerly
known as Gum Springs. Wiley re
ported that the morning was devoted
to washing clothes. It would appear
that Sundays were set aside for laun
dry and rest. No such luxury would
have been possible for men engaged
in the Santa Fe trade. They were
typically on the road seven days a
week wearing the same clothes
through the duration of the trip. In
the afternoon, Wiley attended a
church service with some officers
and other men of his company. He
wrote, ''This congregation was com
posed [of.] the Wyandottes who reside
here." Lester had a different take,
"listened to a sermon from a
Shawnee Indian, in his native
tongue, he belonged to the Method
ist." Lester was correct, the Wyan-
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dotte reserve was north of the Kan
sas River, the Shawnee reserve to
the south.

Lester also observed, "The Indi
ans here seem very devotional and
many of them speak English very
well and seem fully civilized. The
young females dress in American
style and apparently are proud of it."
Lester's appraisal of the Shawnees
appears to echo the acculturation of
the Delawares. Such should have al
layed any fear of attack.

On the following day, the volun
teers proceeded south to a point near
92nd and Barton in present Lenexa,
Kansas. There, the Lone Elm Road
merged with the Westport branch of
the Santa Fe Trail. Marching west
from this point four miles, the men
went into camp on what Wiley called
Clear Creek. Lester and Gaston
called the stream Wolf Creek. Today,
the stream is recognized as a tribu
tary of Indian Creek.15 Wiley put the
day's march at 12 miles.

That night the men were alarmed
by a stampede of their oxen which
was mistaken for an Indian attack.
Wiley wrote that the men were con
siderably amused by the incident. He
reported that some of the men
"sprang out in their shirts." Such
was a reference to the long-tailed
shirts worn in everyday dress which
doubled for night shirts.

From the July 12 campgrounds,16
the volunteers continued west for
two and a half miles to a point near
117 Street and Orchard in present
Olathe, Kansas. There, they turned
south-southwest for about seven
miles to strike the Independence
branch of the Santa Fe Trail. From
there, they veered southwest one
mile to the Lone Elm campgrounds
at the south edge of present Olathe,17

Lester wrote that the men hauled
wood to Lone Elm from the previous
campgrounds, a distance of eight
miles. Lone Elm was earlier called
Round Grove, a reference to its fine
stand of timber. By the time of the
volunteers' visit, the grove was re
duced to a single elm tree. Six years
later, W. H. H. Davis wrote, when
the stage on which he was traveling
stopped for breakfast at the site, "the
stump of the Lone Elm furnished the
necessary firewood."18

On a more somber note, Gaston
wrote, "There buried John W. Collins
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who died on the 14th at 1 o'clock
AM." Lester, who had practiced
medicine in Salem before his enlist
ment wrote, "here we buried John W.
Collins of Co. C. died of muco
entritis, the sequel to measles." Tho
mas B. Hall, M.D., a descendent of
Lester and editor of his journal,
opined that the condition was, "a rec
ognized but rare complication of
measles." Wiley's account was more
lengthy.

''This morning we buried John N.
Collins, a private in Captain
Turner's company. His grave is situ
ated on the right hand of the road
about 150 yards east of the 'Lone
Elm' the only tree to be seen on the
prairie for miles around. And I could
not but reflect that his lonely grave
would in the course of a few years be
traversed by the ploughshoar of civi
lization and the last resting place of
the poor soldier who went out to fight
for the rights ofhis country and to se
cure to those very desecrators the
rights which they value so highly,
should be forgotten and the rank
corn should rustle above and around
this spot where a few moments ago
were heard the muffled drum and
discharge of firearms as his com
rades fired their salute over his lone
grave."

Leaving death behind, the volun,
teers marched ten miles to Bull
Creek located between present Edg
erton and Gardner, Kansas. There
Lester observed an Indian family
with a log cabin, a small garden, and
stock of various kinds. Nevertheless,
he concluded that they lived by the
chase. This deduction seems to con
tradict the family's obvious adapta
tion to subsistence farming.

On the following day, Lester put
the miles marched to Hickory Grove
at 15, "where we camped ... found
poor water, but little of it, very
warm, a pint of good water would
command $2.00, hard times!!" Wiley
identified the stop as Hickory Point,
the same location noted by F. X. Au
bry as being east ofWillow Springs, a
few miles east of present Baldwin
City, Kansas. This location is not to
be confused with the town ofHickory
Point established west of present
Baldwin City during the territorial
days of Kansas. It was there on No
vember 21, 1855, that Charles Dow,
a free-stater was killed by pro
slavery Franklin Coleman. The inci-
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dent ignited the so called Wakarusa
War during the Bleeding Kansas pe
riod prior to the Civil War.l9

On the 16th, the volunteers
marched eight miles to Willow
Spring which Lester described as an
"inexhaustible supply of rme water."
After a two-hour rest, the men
marched on for another eight miles
to the dry bed of Rock Creek. There,
Lester wrote, "spades were put to ac
tive service and in 4 feet we found
the best of water." Wood was in short
supply. Wiley complained, ''barely
got wood enough to make our coffee
and fry a little meat." Rock Creek
crossing is situated six miles west of
present Baldwin City.

The following day's march was
across a waterless course which Les
ter wrote was made in "double quick
time." By 2:00 p.m. the men com
pleted the 15 miles to 110 Mile
Creek, just west of present Over
brook, Kansas. Wiley wrote, "found
plenty of clear water and fine fish."
Lester wrote that the stream was
named for its distance "from Inde
pendence, Mo. according to the sur
vey ofLieut. Long." Lester was in er
ror. The stream was named for its
distance from Fort Osage as meas
ured by the U.S. survey team dis
patched to chart the Santa Fe Trail
in 1825.

On the following day, being Sun
day, the men did their laundry, even
shaved and dressed up. Such would
have been unprecedented for the
men engaged in the Santa Fe trade.
The single exception was on the cara
van's arrival at Santa Fe. Josiah
Gregg described that preparation,
"they had spent the previous morn
ing in rubbing up, and now they were
prepared with clean faces, sleeked
combed hair, and their choicest Sun
day suit to meet the fair eyes of glis
tening black that was sure to stare at
them as they passed."20 Wiley added
another interesting detail, "through
the dexterity of Lieutenant Hundley
we had a rme mess of fresh fish."
Such a luxury would not have been
available for men engaged in the
Santa Fe trade. Time was not avail
able for angling or other such pas
times.

Getting an early start on the 19th,
the men arrived about 10:00 a.m. at
Switzler Creek near present Burlin
game, Kansas . From there, they
marched on to Fishing Creek, total
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distance for the day 15 miles. The
stream was actually Soldier Creek,
about eight miles west of present
Burlingame. That evening, the vol
unteers were drilled in the firing of
their muskets. As Lester wrote, "to
meet the probable emergency of a
fight with the savages before us, let
them come." It seems that Lester
was preoccupied with such a possi
bility.

The march on the 20th brought
the men to Pool Creek, 18 miles west
of the Fishing Creek camp. Pool
Creek was actually 142 Mile Creek,
20 miles east of Council Grove.
There, the detachment lost its sec
ond man. As usual, Gaston was brief,
"Aaron A Campbell of Captain
Hook's Company died." Wiley was
more verbose, ''This evening we bur
ied A J. Campbell, a private of Capt.
Hook's company. He came from Wil
liamson with us and was well liked
by all for his Gentlemanly and civil
deportment. He was buried with
military honors, and every respect
which our circumstances would per
mit was paid to the deceased. Peace
to his repose." Oddly, the good Doc
tor Lester made no mention of the
death.

Shaking off death again, the de
tachment pushed on to Big John's
Spring, a 16-mile march. Named for
John Walker with the 1825-1827
U.S. Santa Fe Trail survey team, the
water source was sometimes called a
spring, sometimes a creek. By any
name, it was only two miles east of
Council Grove. Wiley made mention
of "a good many caws who live in and
about Council Grove." Wiley's refer
ence was to the Kansa Indians who
were deeded a 25 square mile re
serve in 1846. However they did not
occupy the reserve until 1848.21

Arriving at Council Grove at 10:00
a.m. on the 22nd, the men remained
in camp through the 24th. There, a
blacksmith shop was noted by Les
ter, where repairs were made on
their wagons. The blacksmith shop
was established in 1846 by the army
to repair vehicles en route to the
Mexican War theater. Another such
facility was Mann's Fort established
near present Dodge City in 1847.
Lester also remarked on "a store
kept by Americans." The store be
longed to Albert G. Boone and James
Hamilton, licensed to trade with the
Kansas (Kaws). The business was
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operated by Seth Hays, Boone's
nephew and first cousin of Kit Car
son.22 Lester also made mention of
"Caws and Sacs." The Sauks and
Foxes came to present Kansas in
1846, occupying lands in present Os
age and Franklin counties.23 It is
doubtful that any Sacs (as they were
generally known) would have been in
the Council Grove area.

Wiley reported that the evening
was given over to a battalion drill
and target shooting. Such was quite
out of the ordinary for the regular
army which did not initiate target
practice until 1876 following the
Battle of Little Big Horn.24

On the 23rd, Wiley wrote, "This
day we lay in camp and washed our
clothes while the teamsters and me
chanics were busily engaged in re
pairing their wagons." The team
sters and mechanics were civilian
employees of Captain Finley who
contracted with the army to trans
port provisions and supplies for the
regiment. Captain was not Finley's
military rank; rather, it was a title of
respect for the leader of a wagon
train. That night Wiley reported an
other battalion drill being con
ducted. He also reported an activity
not so well ordered, the robbing of a
bee tree by "Capt. C...M, myself, and
five others."

On the 24th, Wiley wrote, ''This
day we passed in camp and little else
was done but write letters home." He
added, "Battalion drill again this
evening." That night, the whole
camp was alarmed when one of the
men fired his gun. A prowling wolf
was mistaken for some enemy. The
ingrained fear of Indians was made
manifest again.

Sometime during the layover,
Lester remarked on the arrival of 30
additional supply wagons com
manded by William Elliot. He also
concluded, "Council Grove derives its
name from the fact that Chiefs of
surrounding tribes of Indians meet
here to Council and it is said they
bury their Chiefs here." He was mis
taken. The name was taken from the
grove of trees on the east side of the
Neosho River where commissioners
of the 1825-1827 Santa Fe Trail Sur
vey treated with the Osages for
right-of -way through their lands.25

The 25th was Sunday, usually re
served for laundry and rest. How-
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ever, the three-day layover preceded
such. Rather, the volunteers
marched, according to Wiley, 16
miles to Diamond Spring, named by
George C. Sibley during the 1825
1827 Santa Fe Trail Survey.26 While
both Wiley and Lester were almost
euphoric in praise of the spring, Gas
ton was his usual terse self, "Fine
water." That night while Wiley was
standing guard in a thunderstorm,
he heard a bugle, and shortly there
after, a contingency of mounted men
approached the camp. The visitors
were 50 men of Co. D, Third Missouri
volunteers, in escort of Kit Carson.
Carson was on courier duty carrying
dispatches from Washington to Cali
fornia. 27 Taciturn Gaston failed to
mention Carson's presence. Lester
only wrote that Carson and his es
cort, "overtook us here." Diamond
Spring is not to be confused with
Diamond Springs, a little town four
miles south of the historic location.

On the following morning with no
further comment on Carson, Wiley
complained about the difficulty of
preparing breakfast, "our wood was
all wet." The detachment marched
that day 14 miles to Lost Spring. The
water source derived its name from
the phenomenon of the spring being
dry at times, quite productive at
other times. There, Lester, continu
ally concerned with Indian attack,
wrote, "Here the first picket guards
were placed, out from the encamp
ment ~ to Y2 mile to protect the cattle
while grazing, as we are, now in the
midst of danger from Indians, it is
thought best to be on the lookout.
The manner in which they succeed in
robbing trains ofoxen is to rush upon
the herd while grazing, and hideous
noises frightened them, when they
follow in pursuit and before prepara
tions can be made to pursue them
they are out of reach the cattle be
coming more and more frightened
therefore running faster." That
sounds as though Lester had been
reading some dime novels. Lost
Spring is not to be confused with the
town of Lost Springs, two and a half
miles east of the historic site.

On the 27th, Lester continued his
expressions of fear. Marching 14
miles to Cottonwood Creek near
present Durham, Kansas, he wrote,
"This is the first point of any consid
erable danger several depridations
have been made upon plains at this
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place, one person scalped, this sea
son we perceived no Indians." Wiley
also commented, "It was at this place
that the Indians killed and scalped a
boy and also scalped but did not
quite kill a Mexican who was lying in
the hospital when we left." While In
dian depredations this far east were
more imaginary than real during
1847, attacks were common on the
Santa Fe Trail much further to the
west, from Pawnee Fork crossing on
ward. Lieutenant Colonel William
Gilpin estimated that during the
year, "forty-seven men were killed,
330 wagons destroyed, and sixty-five
hundred head of livestock taken."28

Beyond Cottonwood Creek, the
volunteers marched 18 miles to what
they called Turkey Creek. The
stream was Running Turkey Creek
south of present Canton, Kansas.
The men were resourceful in that
they hauled wood from Cottonwood
Creek. Good fortune, Wiley wrote,
"Turkey Creek, entirely destitute of
timber."

The next day's long march of 25
miles brought the volunteers to the
Little Arkansas River. The Indian
scare was ubiquitous. Gaston wrote,
"Indians in the distance." Lester
penned, "Batt. was divided, so as to
move more effectively protect the
trains, one company in the front, one
in the centre, and one in the rear, on
this part of the road, there is two & 3
well beaten tracks, running parallel,
so that the teams can travel 2 & 3
abreast, which adds greatly to the
safety of the trains by keeping them
closed together." The detachment
was approaching the short grass
plains where buffalo were to be seen
in abundance; and with the buffalo,
the Plains Indians. Such was the
reason for the wagons to travel sev
eral abreast. The Santa Fe Trail
crossed the Little Arkansas near the
present town of Windom.

On the 30th, Lester estimated the
miles marched to Little Owl Creek at
ten. This stream is best known for
the 1843 slaying of Don Antonio
Chavez by a group of Missourians
who were serving as mercenaries for
the Republic of Texas.29 For a time,
the stream was known as Chavez
Creek following the murder, later
corrupted to Jarvis Creek. The Owl
Creek Crossing is located about
eight miles southeast of present Ly
ons, Kansas.
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Beyond Owl Creek, the men
marched 10 miles to what Lester
called Camp Dragoon, Little Cow
Creek near the south edge of present
Lyons, Kansas. Lester, never far
from fear, wrote, "We saw no Indians
or signs of them, yet this is never
seen until they make their attack
such is their caution & cunning,
there is nothing to be seen here ex
cept extended plains." From Little
Cow Creek, the detachment contin
ued five miles to Big Cow Creek, four
miles west of present Lyons, Kansas.

On August 1, the men remained in
camp. Being Sunday, they did their
laundry. Wiley wrote, "The day
passed off pleasantly and agreea
bly." Not so with Lester, "at 11
o'clock P.M. a sentinel fired at an ob
ject which he said was approaching
the camp, and which refused to halt
and give the countersign. The Battn
was paraded in quick time to meet
an enemy if any there might be. The
object at which he fired left, we did
not ascertain what it was, perhaps
an Indian spy, perhaps a wolf, we
went to bed again, and slept till
morning."

The next stop was the big bend of
the Arkansas River near present El
linwood, Kansas, 20 miles from Cow
Creek. On the 3rd, the men made a
short march of six miles to Walnut
Creek, two miles east of present
Great Bend, Kansas. En route, one of
the teamsters mounted a horse and
rode in pursuit of a buffalo sighted
about a mile in the distance. Shortly
after he disappeared from sight, five
Indians were thought to have been
seen on a ridge. It was concluded
that the teamster had fallen into an
"ambuscade." Immediately a rescue
party of 25 men was formed; but bef
ore they could march, what was per
ceived as a large body of mounted In
dians approached. The volunteers
prepared for the attack which never
came. The mounted Indians were, in
reality, a herd of buffalo following
the teamster in fast pursuit. He re
ported that the "Indians" seen on the
ridge were antelope.

Crossing Walnut Creek, the men
came upon the grave of William
Thorpe (Tharp) who had been killed
by Indians only two months previ
ously.3o Ironically, he was killed
while he was buffalo hunting. The
detachment continued past Walnut
Creek six or seven miles and went
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into camp. According to Wiley, they
turned off the road and camped on
the river bank. Note that Wiley men
tioned the road, a common designa
tion for what is now called the Santa
Fe Trail. During the historic period,
the trade route was generally known
as the Santa Fe Road or the Road to
Santa Fe. To wit, the Congress in
1825 allocated funds to conduct a
survey of the road to Santa Fe.31
Later, in 1863, the papers ofincorpo
ration for a company organized to
build a toll bridge across Walnut
Creek referred to the Great Santa Fe
Road. 32 Only rarely was the road
called a trail.

That night Lester wrote, "a fire
appeared in the direction of Walnut
Creek, supposed to be there. Objects
entered between us and the fire occa
sionally and then disappeared. This
was undoubtedly a war dance of the
savages. 2 sentinel guns fired to
night. Nothing killed, more spies."
Lester is the only one of three dia
rists to record this scene.

The next day's march of 15 miles
brought the detachment to Ash
Creek. En route the men passed
Pawnee Rock, "a singular sight" ac
cording to Gaston. Just east of Ash
Creek, the volunteers came upon
what Wiley described as "a small
body of water in a sink, both warm
and fIlthy." So thirsty were the men
that they drank great amounts of
water and became so ill that they
were hauled into camp by wagons.
That night, the men did not pitch
their tents, planning to get an early
start in the morning. Bad judgment,
a rain storm pounded the tentless
men, and Lester reported that the
volunteers "slept around the corral
with our guns in our arms, with our
accoutrements buckled on ready for
a fight." He also wrote, "One of our
sentinels stationed on the bank of
the crk. fired at what he declared to
be an Indian and so it was supposed
by many as tracks were discovered
next morning, if he was killed his
companions bore him off as they al
ways do, the sentinel declares he saw
him fall." Neither of the other dia
rists mentioned the incident.

On the 5th, the men broke camp at
daylight and marched six miles to
Pawnee Fork. The stream, officially
known as the Pawnee River, was
most often called Pawnee Fork in the
historic period. The designation was
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in reference to its being a tributary of
the Arkansas River. The Santa Fe
Trail crossing was at the confluence
ofthe Pawnee and Arkansas rivers, a
few hundred yards southeast of the
US Hwy 56 bridge at the south edge
of present Larned, Kansas. While
neither Gaston nor Wiley wrote of
any graves at the crossing, Lester de
scribed the burial spots of two men
killed by the Indians located close by.

Wiley wrote that the men had the
good fortune to kill a buffalo that
morning. At the noon meal, the en
tire carcass was all but consumed.
This was the first fresh meat, not
counting the fish at 110 Mile Creek,
the volunteers had eaten since leav
ing Fort Leavenworth.

The afternoon did not prove so for
tunate. Gaston, in his usual abbrevi
ated prose, wrote, "Robert Easley
died." Lester wrote, "At 3 o'clock to
day Robert Easley of Co. C died of
Remittent Fever complicated with
Bronchitis, the extreme heat of yes
terday, together with the rain that
fell at night proved most deleterious
to all our sick." Expanding on Les
ter's diagnoses, Dr. Thomas B. Hall
wrote, "Remittent Fever complicated
with Bronchitis. Remittent Fever,
which Lester groups with other
types of fevers of malarial origin,
usually responds readily to quinine.
This death could be due to typhoid.
Without laboratory aids the differen
tial diagnosis would be difficult."
Whatever the diagnosis, Easley's
condition could not have been helped
by the "warm and fIlthy water" con
sumed on the 4th. From Wiley's writ
ing, it appears that Easley was bur
ied on the 6th, "1 o'clock. Since writ
ing the above I learned that one of
the privates in Capt. Turner's Co.
had died during the afternoon. His
name was (not stated). He had been
sick for some time. A few moments
ago, he was buried by his compan
ions with all military honors, on the
point of land in the bend of the creek
immediately on your left as you cross
the ford going west. This is the third
burial since our division left the fort,
but happily our company has es
caped and the few who are sick are
fast recovering. For my own part I
feel to thank a kind Providence for
the excellent health I have enjoyed."

Shaking off death for the third
time, the diarists marched on to
Santa Fe leaving Private Easley in
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the bosom of the Pawnee valley. The
volunteers reached Santa Fe on Sep
tember 10. Wiley recorded the fol
lowing, "Making 803 miles from Ft.
L. to Santa Fe. We were 68 days on
the Route, during which we lay by 15
days, making traveling time 53 days
and we average each day of 15Y2
miles with a heavy train of 85 wag
ons." All three diarists recorded dis
tances between stops. However, no
attempt has been made to reconcile
the disparities among the accounts.
Also, no attempt has been made to
reconcile the differences between the
mileages of the diarists and that of
the tables and distances compiled at
a later date.

Men from the First illinois saw
limited action in New Mexico. In Oc
tober 1847, Companies B, D, F, I,
and K were ordered to EI Paso to se
cure the area; and in February 1848,
Lieutenant Colonel Boyakin with
Companies A , C, and I were dis
patched to Albuquerque to relieve
dragoons who also had been ordered
to El Paso.33 Elsewhere, their service
was largely related to the control of
Indian raids in the Las Vegas and
Rio Grande Valley areas. While data
on these actions are limited, one
such engagement was referenced.
Eighty men led by Lieutenant Colo
nel Boyakin marched against the
Zuni Pueblo as reported by the July
24, 1848, Santa Fe Republican. How
ever, no information was printed as
to the results of the expedition.34

Shortly thereafter, Brigadier Gen
eral Sterling Price issued orders for
the Illinois regiment to convene at
Las Vegas to prepare for their return
march home. On August 9, the Santa
Fe Republican published War De
partment orders for the First illinois
to march to Alton. By October 18, all
companies of the regiment were
mustered out.35

Lester, who had been appointed
assistant surgeon to the regiment on
October 8, 1847, returned to Salem
where he reestablished his medical
practice. In the following year, he
again enrolled in the Missouri Medi
cal College where he had attended
for a year before initiating his prac
tice in Salem. He was awarded the
M.D. degree in 1850. Lester contin
ued his practice in Salem until 1854,
when he moved to Kansas City, Mis
souri. Being one of the fIrst physi
cians in Kansas City, he was held in
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high esteem. He was elected Presi
dent of the Missouri Medical Asso
ciation in 1870.

Wiley served in the Civil War as
lieutenant colonel of the 5th Illinois
Cavalry. In 1876, he was a candidate
for Congress on the Republican
ticket, losing the election by 21 votes.

Gaston also served in the Civil
War as a corporal in Co. C, 22nd illi
nois Infantry. He was given a dis
ability after three years of service,
resultant from a gunshot wound in
his leg.

As to Private Easley, he has not
been forgotten. The Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation has placed a white marble
head stone, suitably inscribed, in the
Zebulon Pike Plaza not far from his
place of burial at the Pawnee Fork
crossing in Larned, Kansas. His leg
acy lives on in other ways. Among his
descendants is a great-great-great
great-grandson, Scott Altman, astro
naut and pilot of Space Shuttle Co
lumbia which spent 16 days in space
during 1998.
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POST OFFICE OAK
-LETIERS-

Dear Trail Mates and Symposium
Attendees,

SFTA Webmaster Holly Nelson,
and 13-year-old son, Calvin, send
their thanks to all those that encour
aged, prayed for, and contributed to
their well-being upon having their
wagon break down on the Mountain
Route, their oxen dying, and the
Pony Express rider die on the spot. If
you would like that in modern terms,
on her way to the symposium from
Kansas, Holly's car threw a rod near
Kim, Colorado, in the middle of the
Cimarron Grasslands on Highway
160 which caused complete engine, ,
failure, and her cell phone wouldn t
work to call for help.

They were unable to return home
to Wichita until October 13, being
stranded in Trinidad for 2.5 weeks
while a used engine was installed
(badly, we might mention, by M&M
Auto Repair).

Of special mention: Ranchers Sam
and Ginger Denton, who "gave" us
their cell phone, only asking that we
mail it back when we got safely to
civilization, 2 hours to Trinidad in a
tow truck. SFTA members and
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ranchers of the Kim area, Don and
Lolly Ming, who were most friendly,
encouraging, and giving. SFTA V-P
and wife, John and Barbara Atkin
son, who immediately adopted us,
drove us around to everything at the
Symposium, and treated us like
daughter and grandson. Clive Siegle,
who picked up our registration info
and delivered it to us, gave us early
morning rides, and arranged for our
aid and support during this tenuous
time. Local SFTA members Kevin
and Teresa of the Tarabino Inn Bed
and Breakfast of Trinidad, who fed
us extra big breakfasts and forgave
one third of our bill, as we stayed in
their lovely inn for 2.5 weeks. John
Conaboy and many others are due
our gratitude too. Also, author Inez
Ross, who regaled us with song and
story and encouraged me to write.

Anyone wishing to be on the list to
receive the fIrst release of "Travail in
Trinidad - a Modern Day Tale of the
Santa Fe Trail" can email Holly at
<info@2comptuerchicks.com>. It will
be available on a donation basis to
those who are interested. All pro
ceeds will go to repairs ofher covered
wagon and some new oxen.

HolJy Nelson
2011 ~ Terrace

Wichita KS 67218

DAR BOOKLET PUBLISHED
THE Wet/Dry Routes Chapter is
pleased to announce the publication
of Santa Fe Trail Daughters of the
American Revolution Markers in
Pawnee, Edwards and Ford coun
ties, Kansas. The booklet speaks to
the sixteen markers set in the three
county area with respect to their
provenance and location.

A photograph accompanies the de
scription of each marker. In addition
to a brief history of the markers set
in 1907, a brief overview of the chap
ter's marking project is presented.
Copies of the booklet will be distrib
uted to all the museums and librar
ies in the three-county area and to
each DAR chapter in the state. The
booklets are available to others for
cost ofone dollar to cover mailing. In
terested parties should contact the
Last Chance Store, Box 3, Woodston
KS 67675, 888-321-7341, lcs@san
tafetrail.org.
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-Traffic In Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity ofthe Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Please submit poems for
consideration to Sandra M. Doe,
Dept. of English, Campus Box 32,
Metropolitan State College of Den
ver, PO Box 173362, Denver CO
80217-3362.

Joaquin Miller's birth date is the
subject for debate: most scholars
accept September 8, 1837, but
several sources list his birth date as
1841. His birth name was Cincin
natus Hiner Miller, and when he was
eleven, the family traveled three
thousand miles to Oregon in a seven
month journey ''beset with cholera,
tornadoes, and hostile Indians"
(Cambridge History of English and
American Literature). He adopted
the name Joaquin after Joaquin
Murietta, a famous California ban
dit.

He traveled the world: there is a
Joaquin Miller cabin where poets
meet in Rock Creek Park in Wash
ington, D.C.; memorials for him exist
in Oregon, and his California resi
dence, ''The Hights [sic]" is preserved
and open to the public. When his
fIrst publications were ignored by
American poets and critics alike,
Miller went to England, home to By
ron and Tennyson. '''To me a poem is
a picture,' he stated at a Rossetti din
ner.... [He] loved the West as he
loved nothing else, and his best work
is a pictorial treatment of it" (Cam
bridge History ofEnglish and Ameri
can Literature in 18 Volumes (1907
1921.Vol. XVII: Later National Lit
erature, Part II <www.bartleby.
com». He printed his work at his
own expense in England and gained
success. ''Miller captured entire
drawing rooms of British intelligent
sia, dazzling them with his velvet
coat, hip boots and the bear rug he
threw on the floor to comfort him as
he spouted his own writings"
«www.joaquinmiller.org».

His West is expressed in "Kit Car
son's Ride": "Room! Room to turn
around in, to breathe and be free! To
grow to be giant, to sail as at sea...."
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Every scoolchild once memorized the
poem "Columbus": "Sail on! sail on!
sail on! and on!" The poem below
(published in 1878) demonstrates
the visual quality of Miller's verse,
catches the frontier spirit, and while
romantic, like Byron, is persuasive.
It is taken from The American Poets:
1800-1900, edited by Edwin H. Cady
(New York: Scott, Foresman and
Company, 1968). He died in 1913.

Crossing the Plains
by Joaquin Miller

What great yoked brutes with briskets
low,

With wrinkled necks like buffalo,
With round, brown, liquid, pleading

eyes,
That tum'd so slow and sad to you,
That shone like love's eyes soft with

tears,
That seem'd to plead, and make re

plies,
The while they bow'd their necks and

drew
The creaking load; and look'd at you.
Their sable briskets swept the ground,
Their cloven feet kept solemn sound.

Two sullen bullocks led the line
Their great eyes shining bright like

wine;
Two sullen captive kings were they,
That had in time held herds at bay,
And even now they crush' d the sod
With stolid sense of majesty,
And stately stepp'd and stately trod,
As if 'twere something still to be
Kings even in captivity.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

Kermit Lopez, Albuquerque, NM,
has recently published a novel, Cibo
lero, set in New Mexico in the 1800s.
For more information, see <http://
www.cibolero.com>.

• • • •
Dr. Robert Sutton, new Chief His

torian for the National Park Service,
has trail roots. His great-grand
parents on both sides traveled the
Oregon Trail..

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS

Paula Manini, editor
This column lists events and news

from Trail sites, museums, and re
lated organizations. Please send in
formation following the format be
low. Be sure to include your address,
phone number, and e-mail. The next
column will list hours and activities
scheduled for March through May.
To be included, send information to
Paula Manini at the Trinidad His-

25



tory Museum (see below) by January
15, 2008. Also, please keep sending
any changes regarding e-mail ad
dresses, contact information, news,
and changes of hours open.
Arrow Rock State Historic Site
PO Box 1
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231 or 3330
E-mail: kborgman@iland.net
Websites: www.arrowrock.org;
www.mostateparks.com/arrowrock.
htm
• Off-Season Hours: Open 9:00-5:00

Monday-Saturday, and Sunday by
chance.

• Hanging of the Greens: November
24, 1:00 p.m. On the Boardwalk.

Barton County Museum & Village
PO Box 1091
Great Bend KS 67530
Telephone: 620-793-5125
Website: www.bartoncountymuseum
.org
• Open Wednesday-Friday, 10 a.m.

5 p.m.; Saturday, 1-5 p.m. Group
tours available by reservation.

Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site
35110 Highway 194 East
La Junta CO 81050
Telephone: 719-383-5010
E-mail: rlck_wallner@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov.beol
• Winter hours: Open 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Daily. Closed Christmas and New
Years Day. Guided tours offered at
10:30 a.m. And 1:00 p.m. daily.

• December 7 - 8: "Holiday Celebra
tion" features the joys, pleasures
and pastimes at an isolated trad
ing post in the 1840s. Call for res
ervations.

Boggsville Historic Site
PO Box 68
Las Animas CO 81054
Telephone: 719-456-1358
E-mail: boggsville67@yahoo.com
Website: www.bentcounty.org/site
sandcelebratlons/hlstorlcjhtm
• Contact Boggsville for tours and

activities.
Boot Hill Museum
Front Street
Dodge City KS 67801
Telephone: 620-227-8188
E-mail: trontst@pld.com
Website: www.boothill.org
• Museum: Call for off-season hours.
• Boot Hill Cemetery, Boot Hill &

Front Street: Open Monday
Satur- day 9:00-5:00 and Sunday
1:00-5:00.

• Santa Fe Trail Ruts nine miles
west of Dodge City on US Hwy
400; markers and observation
point. Open during daylight hours.

Cimarron Heritage Center Museum
PO Box 214
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Boise City OK 73933
Telephone: 580-544-3479
E-mail: museum@ptsl.net
Website: www.ptsl.netlusers/museum
• Open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.

12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m., except major
holidays.

Cimarron Recreation Area
Cimarron National Grassland
PO Box 300
242 EHighway 56
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-4621
E-mail: sharllbutler@fsJed.us
Website: www.fs.fed.us/r2jpslcc/clm
• Call for off-season hours and ac-

tivities or visit the web site.
Citizens Committee for Historic Preser
vation
PO Box 728
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-425-8802
E-mail: hlstorlc@Cybermesa.com
• Call for off-season events.
Coronado Qulvlra Museum
Rice County Historical Society
105 West Lyon
Lyons KS 67554
Telephone: 620-257-3941
E-mail: cqmuseum@hotmall.com
• Open Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00,

Sunday 1:00 to 5:00, closed major
holidays.

Friends of Arrow Rock
309 Main
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231
E-mail: kborgman@iland.net
Websites: www.frIendsar.org; www.ar
rowrock.org; www.lyceumetheatre.
org
• Call for hours and events.
Fort Union National Monument
PO Box 127
Watrous NM 87753
Telephone: 505-425-8025
E-mail: debbie_archuleta@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/foun
• Open Monday-Sunday except for

major holidays. Fall and winter
hours are 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Lo
cated 8 miles north of Interstate
25 at the end ofNM Highway 161.

• Self-guided interpretive trails (1.6
mile and .5 mile) through the ru
ins. Guided tours by request;
groups of ten or more people need
advance reservations.

Gas and Historical Museum
Stevens County Historical Society
PO Box 87
Hugoton KS 67951
Telephone: 620-544-8751
E-mail: svcomus@pld.com
• Call for hours and events.
Grant County Chamber of Commerce
113-B South Main
Ulysses KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-4700
Website: www.ulysseschamber.org
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• Call for off-season hours and ac-
tivities.

Herzsteln Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society
PO Box 75 (2nd & Walnut Sts.)
Clayton NM 88415
Telephone: 505-374-2977
E-mail: uchs@plateautel.net
• Call for hours and events.
Historic Adobe Museum
PO Box 909 (300 EOklahoma)
Ulysses, KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-3009
E-mail: ulyksmus@pld.com
• Open Monday-Friday 10:00-5:00

and Saturday & Sunday 1:00-5:00.
Closed holidays.

Jefferson Nat. expansion Memorial
11 N Fourth Street
St. Louis, MO 63102
Telephone: 314-655-1631
E-mail: tom_dewey@partner.nps.gov
Website: www.nps.govl)eff
• Visit the Gateway Arch, Museum

of Westward Expansion, and the
Old Courthouse. This National
Park Service site commemorates
St. Louis's role in westward expan
sion during the 1800s and honors
individuals such as Dred and Har
riet Scott who sued for their free
dom in the Old Courthouse.

• All ranger-led and special mu
seum programs are free of charge.
Fees charged for the tram ride to
the top of the Gateway Arch and
films shown in the visitor center.

Koshare Museum
Otero State Junior College
115 West 18th Street
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-385-4411
E-mail: tlna.wllcox@ojc.edu
Website: www.koshare.org
• Call for hours and events..
• Trading Post: online at koshare.

org.
Las Vegas Museum
727 Grand Ave
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-454-1401, ext. 248
E-mail: Igegick@desertgate.com
• Call for hours and events.
Morton County Hist. Society Museum
370 EHighway 56 (PO Box 1248)
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-2833
E-mail: mtcomuseum@elkhart.com
Website: www.mtcoks.comjmuseum
• Open Tuesday-Friday 1:00-5:00,

weekends by appointment.
• A Santa Fe National Historic Trail

official interpretive facility.
Otero Museum
706 W. Third St.
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-384-7406

November 2007



Cell phone: 719-980·3193
E-mail: oteromuseum@centurytel.net
• Call to schedule tours.
• Nov. 3: Bent's Fort Chapter meet

ing, 10 a.m. with lunch at noon,
followed by program by SFTA
Vice-President John Atkinson.

• Nov. 6: Southeastern ColoradoAn
tique Car & Tractor Club annual
chili dinner, 5:30 p.m.

• Jan. 19: Bent's Fort Chapter an
nual meeting, election of officers,
with lunch at noon, followed by
program by Inez Ross..

Santa Fe Trail Center Museum &Library
1349 K·156
Larned, KS 67550
Telephone: 620-285-2054
E-mail: museum@santafetrallcen
ter.org
Website: www.santafetrailcenter.org
• Open Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed

Mondays after Labor Day.
• Dec. 8: Christmas open house, 10

a.m.-4 p.m., Y2 price admission to
museum galleries, featuring hand
crafted Zuni, Navajo, and other
American Indian jewelry until 2
pm.

• Jan. 28: Annual Kansas Day Cele
bration, free admission to the gal
leries, and a special program at 2
p.m. Birthday cake will be served.

South Platte Valley Historical Society
PO Box 633
Fort Lupton CO 80621
Telephone: 303-857·2123
Website: www.spvhs.org
• Call ahead to visit the Donelson

Homestead House, 1875· Inde
pendence School, and the Fort
Lupton Museum. Call for ad
dresses and hours.

• Visitor Center open 10:00 - 3:00
Wednesday-Sunday.

Trinidad History Museum
(Colorado Historical Society)
312 EMain (PO Box 377)
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
E-mail: paula.maninl@state.co.us
Website: www.coloradohistory.org/
hisUites/trinidad
• Trinidad History Museum fea

tures the Baca House, Bloom Man
sion, Santa Fe Trail Museum,
Baca-Bloom Gardens, Bookstore,
and the Trinidad and Byways In
formation Center.

• Museum tours 1:00 p.m., Tuesday
Saturday.

• Museum Bookstore: 10 a.m.-2
p.m.,Thursday-Saturday and be
tween Nov. 26 & Dec. 22, open
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

• Everything closed Sundays, Nov.
23-24, and state holidays. The
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schedule is dependent on staff
availability. Call for an update.

CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President D. Ray Blakeley
PO Box 222
Clayton NM 88415
(505) 374-2555

No report.
Wagon Bed Spring
President Edward Dowell
HC 1 Box 3B
Hugoton KS 67951
(620) 544-2383
<wagonbeded@netscape.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th st
Lyndon KS 66451
(785) 828-3739
<carolretzer@direcway.com>

No report.
End of the Troll
La Alcaldesa Joy Poole
125 W Lupita Rd
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 820-7828
<amusejoy@aol.com>

On November 17, 1:30 p.m., at the
Eldorado Community Center, chap
ter member and regional history pre
senter Helmut Schmidt will speak
about the fur trade. Everyone is in
vited.
Corazon de los Caminos
President Bill Soderman
1003 Fifth St
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 425-9435

In July seven members visited
historic Cimarron, including the St.
James Hoteland Aztec Mill Museum.

In August 40 people enjoyed a spe
cial, private tour of Fort Union
Ranch and the Turkey Mountains,
courtesy of Carol Ditmanson who is
manager of the ranch.

In October a dozen of us had a pic
nic in Carnegie Library Park and
toured the Las Vegas Mu
seum/Rough Rider Memorial, fol
lowed by wine and cheese at the his
toric home of President Soderman.

On November 17, 1:15, we will
meet at Charlie's Bakery and Cafe
in Las Vegas with program by Hal
Jackson about his book, Following
the Royal Road. Our annual busi
ness meeting will follow with the
election of our next Board.
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Wet/Dry Routes
President David Clapsaddle
215 Mann
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3295
<adsaddle@cox.net>

The chapter met October 20 at
Larned. Following a demonstration
of Dutch Oven cooking by Alice
Clapsaddle, 43 members and guests
were treated to a hearty meal of beef
stew, biscuits, cookies, and cowboy
coffee. The business meeting
included a report on the Trinidad
symposium, attended by 28 chapter
members.

The booklet recently published by
the chapter on the DAR markers was
distributed and the chapter voted to
reproduce the 1866 booklet of rules
and regulations for employees of
freight companies. The winter
meeting is scheduled for January 20,
2008, 1:15 p.m. at the Kinsley
Municipal Building, with a potluck
dinner. Harry Myers, SFTA
manager, will present the program,
"Becknell and Gallego: The Start of
the Santa Fe Trail."

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Jim Sherer
1908 La Mesa Dr
Dodge City KS 6780 I
(620) 227-7377
<sherer@cjnetworks.com>

On August 19 the chapter met at
Fort Dodge for a short meeting about
the chapter's history. Then Don
Wiles, chapter vice-president, led a
tour to the Black Pool northeast of
Ford, a significant and unusual site
on the historic Trail.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1421 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900
<rslusher@yahoo.com>

No report.

Qulvlra
President Linda Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-3800
<blkcolle@swbell.net>

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Steve Schmidt
1120 Cobblestone Ct
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 245-0715
<wfordok@Yahoo.com>
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A new brochure featuring the
Marion County auto tour route is
nearly complete. Our president
Steve Schmidt has worked on this
project, making use of many fine
resources. It is well-done and user
friendly. We hope to make copies
available soon in our area and
beyond.

Our next chapter meeting will be
Nov.15 in the community room in
Galva, with SFTA Vice-President
John Atkinson as guest speaker.

Bent's Fort
President Don Lowman
1202 Park Ave
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-7406
<dlowman@centurytel.net>

The chapter is recovering from the
symposium and extends thanks to
all who attended. We hope you had a
good experience.

The annual meeting is January 19
at the Otero Museum in La Junta.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue. If
there is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Bar Lazy L, 3388 S Rd L, Ulysses KS

67880
DC Art Press, 1321 S Broadway,

Denver CO 80210
Santa Fe Cafe, 108 E Santa Fe,

Burlingame KS 66413
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Gregory D. & Jane Everhart, 2409

Hendola Dr NE, Albuquerque NM
87110

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Michael & Sheri Gaskins, 4132 Dan
bury, Bel Aire KS 67220

David & Terri Higgs, 8722 N Rd F,
Ulysses KS 67880

Nancy Humphry & Paul Andrews,
2777 W Darleen Dr, Flagstaff AZ
86001

Kevin & Gail McMurry, 2048 E Hick
ory Rd, Beatrice NE 68310

Jeff & Kathy Quigley, 400 W Skylark
St, Gardner KS 66030

Gari-Anne Patzwaki & Bill Kostlevy,
PO Box 6, Hillsboro KS 67063

Jim & Pat Shearman, PO Box 155,
Satanta KS 67870

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Ellie Burkhart, 2632 Knollbrook Ct,

Lawrence KS 66046
Steve Burns Chavez, PO Box 728,

Santa Fe NM 87504
David R. Cole, PO Box 175, Goodwell

OK 73939
James M. Eller,447 Falls Creek Rd,

Las Vegas NM 87701
Donna Goehring, 5150 Pine Ln,

Wamego KS 66547
W. Otis Halfmoon, PO Box 728,

Santa Fe NM 87504
Thadd Kistler, 915 N Durham, Ulys

ses KS 67880
Gary Lenderman, 5039 Ranch View

Rd, Amarillo TX 79124
Robert McCubbin, PO Box 2860,

Santa Fe NM 87504
Clyde L. Quimby, 325 Conquistador

Ave, Pueblo West CO 81007
Alexa Roberts, 35110 Hwy 194 E, La

Junta CO 81050
Andrea Sharon, PO Box 728, Santa

Fe NM 87504
Judith Sthole, 609 N Colorado, Ulys

ses KS 67880
Brooke Taralli, PO Box 728, Santa

Fe NM 87504

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no-
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tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in February, so send informa
tion for March and later to arrive by
January 20, 2008. Other events are
listed in articles and chapter reports.
Thank you.
Nov. 12-30, 2007: Last Chance Store
closed.
Jan. 1-10, 2008: Last Chance Store
closed.
Feb. 12-26,2008: Last Chance Store
closed.
Feb. 14-25, 2008: EI Camino Real
Tour, see <www.tourelcaminoreal.
com>
Mar. 28, 2008: SFTA Board Meet
ing, 9:00 a.m., Council Grove, KS.
Mar. 29, 2008: SFTAlNPS Strategic
Planning Session and Committee
Workshop, 9:00 a.m., Council Grove,
KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
It was great to see many members

at the symposium. Special thanks to
Bent's Fort Chapter and all the vol
unteers who made that gathering a
wonderful Trail experience.

We returned home to find a dead
computer. Everything was delayed
while a new computer was built and
files from the old one were recovered.
We are now back in business. If you
submitted something for this issue
and it is not here, please check with
me to see if it disappeared into the
electricity.

There is not room in this issue for
symposium photos and book reviews.
Happy Trails!

-Leo E. Oliva
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THE SANTA FE TRAIL
PAST AND PRESENT

by Marc Simmons
[SFTA life member Marc Simmons,
first president and "Father of the
Santa Fe Trail Association," re
turned to the Trinidad Symposium
in 2007 to deliver the keynote ad
dress, which follows. He was the key
note speaker at the first symposium
in 1986. The entire membership of
SFTA, past and present, extend
heartfelt thanks to Simmons for his
writings and constant support of the
Association from its beginnings.}

WE are back! Yes. Mter twenty·
one years we have returned to the
birthplace and cradle ofthe Santa Fe
Trail Association-to the beautiful
little city of Trinidad, Colorado, lo
cated at the northern entrance ofRa
ton Pass, where the Mountain Route
of the old Santa Fe Trail crosses the
Purgatoire River. Yes indeed. We are
back.

The title of my address this morn
ing is "The Santa Fe Trail Past and
Present." Actually, I want to begin
with the present and do a bit of sum
ming up and reminiscing about the
first twenty years of this organiza
tion, noting what has been achieved
in keeping alive the memory of this
wonderful old Trail.

It all started with Joy Poole, now
officially recognized as the Mother of
the Santa Fe Trail Association. In
late 1984 she persuaded the Colo
rado Historical Society to hold a
Santa Fe Trail Symposium in Trini
dad during the fall of 1986. Joy was
then administrator of the Baca
Bloom Museums here in Trinidad,
and they were part of the Colorado
Historical Society system.

Joy also had the idea of using the
occasion of the Society's Symposium
to form a Santa Fe Trail organiza
tion. And so she asked to have a spe
cial session tacked on at the end of
the regular program to do just that.

(continued on page 12)
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RENDEZVOUS 2008
SEPTEMBER 18-20
by Ruth Olson Peters

[SFTA Treasurer Ruth Peters is Di
rector of the Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned.}

PLANS are underway for Rendez
vous 2008! It promises to be a great
program, so mark your calendars
now to attend, September 18-20 in
Larned, Kansas. The theme for this
year's Rendezvous is "The Evolution
of Freighting on the Santa Fe Trail."
Talks will begin with discussion of
the private proprietors during the
early trail years from 1821-1846.
The next speakers will move on to
military freighting from 1846-1848,
the large freighting companies of
1848-1866, and end with discussion
of the smaller companies during the
last days of the trail from 1866-1880.

The opening program will be held
at the Santa Fe Trail Center with a
special presentation about foods
eaten while traveling the Santa Fe
Trail. Another program of interest
will be about mule packing. There
will be a special evening where clips
from old Santa Fe Trail movies will
be shown, with commentary. The
last afternoon of the event will take
place at Fort Larned National His
toric Site, with demonstrations and
activities related to freighting. The
seminar will end with a retreat cere
mony at Fort Larned and dinner in
the historic Quartermaster Store
house.

All members of the Santa Fe Trail
Association will receive registration
materials in the mail this summer
for Rendezvous 2008. For questions
regarding the seminar, contact the
Santa Fe Trail Center 620-285-2054,
<museum@santafetrailcenter.org>.

HISTORIC MARKER HONOR
ING SISTERS OF LOREno
DEDICATED IN SANTA FE
by Patricia Jean Manion, SL

[Sister Patricia Jean is a member of
SFTA and the author of Beyond the
Adobe Wall that covers the years of
establishment of the Sisters of
Loretto in New Mexico from 1852
1894. This book is available through
Last Chance Store.]

THE arrival in the Territory of New
Mexico on September 26, 1852, of
four Sisters of Loretto was cele
brated in Santa Fe on December 1,
2007. The celebration started at 9:00
a.m. in the now-historic Loretto
Chapel where letters were read
about the journey and the sisters'
first years in New Mexico. At 10:00
a.m. the marker by the river at E.
Alameda and Old Santa Fe Trail was
unveiled by Santa Fe Mayor David
Coss after New Mexico First Lady
Barbara Richardson cut the ribbon.
Catherine Mueller, SL, current pre
sident of the Sisters of Loretto, Den
ver, offered the blessing.

The marker bears on the front the
names of the first four Sisters to ar
rive in Santa Fe, Mother Magdalen
Hayden, Sisters Rosanna Dant, Rob
erta Brown, and Catherine Ma
honey. On the reverse side, it calls
attention to Mother Lucia Perea who
became the first native of New Mex
ico named as superior of Loretto
Academy in 1896.

(continued on page II)
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Sister Patricia Jean Manion and Presi
dent Catherine Mueller, Sisters of
Loretto, at marker dedication.



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
THE political analysts say that
1968 was a defining year for Ameri
can politics and the history of the
United States. It was also an impor
tant year for the nation's trails. On
October 2,1968, Congress passed the
National Trails System Act (16
U.S.C. 1241-1249)-Public Law 90
543. This Act created a series of
trails to provide for outdoor recrea
tion needs, promote the enjoyment,
appreciation, and preservation of
open-air, outdoor areas, and historic
resources, and encourage public ac
cess and citizen involvement.

In 1978, as a result of the study of
trails that were most significant for
their historic associations, a fourth
category of trails was added: Na
tional Historic Trails. This Act is
Public Law 95-625 (95 Stat. 3511).
Since 1968 over 40 trail routes have
been studied for inclusion in the sys
tem. Of these studied trails, 21 have
been established as part of the sys
tem. In 2006 the National Trails Sys
tem consisted of eight national sce
nic trails, sixteen national historic
trails, almost 1,000 national recrea
tion trails, and two connecting-and
side trails. Added together the
lengths of all these trails totals well
over 50,000 miles (80,000 km). The
Santa Fe National Historic Trail was
added to the system in 1987. Studies
continue to be conducted for new
trails to be added to this system.

As Congressionally-established
long-distance trails, each of the sce
nic and historic trails is adminis
tered by a federal agency, including
the National Park Service, the Bu
reau of Land Management, or the
USDA Forest Service. In some in
stances, these federal agencies may
acquire lands to protect key sites, re
sources, and view sheds. Most often,
however, these federal agencies
work in partnership with states, lo
cal units of government, land trusts,
private landowners, and organiza
tions such as SFTA to protect the
trails and enable them to be accessi
ble to the public. To read more about
the National Trails System Act go to
<http://www.nps.gov/ntsllegislation.
html> or Google "National Trails
System Act."

In 1995, the Partnership for the
National Trails System (PNTS) was
established. The goals of this part-
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<http://www.santafetrail.org>

nership, of which SFTAis a member,
are to facilitate interaction and coop
eration among the various private
groups and government agencies in
volved with the national scenic and
historic trails of the National Trails
System. Ross Marshall has faithfully
served as SFTA's representative to
PNTS. By the time you receive this
issue of Wagon Tracks, Ross will be
headed to Washington, D.C., for the
next PNTS meeting. One of the
events that PNTS will sponsor is a
kickoff celebration for the 40th anni
versary of the National Trails Sys
tem Act, 1968-2008. While there,
Ross and his wife Pat will make the
rounds and visit our legislators and
encourage them to continue their
support of the National Trails Sys
tem Act, especially the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail. The SFTA
thanks Ross and Pat for their work
on our behalf-it is through this type
of contact that federal funds con
tinue to come to the SFNHT.

SFTA and our chapters are not
alone in our efforts to preserve, pro
tect, and promote the Santa Fe Trail.
Our partnerships with PNTS and
NPS help us to continue in our en
deavors with the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail.

The Smoky Hill Trail Association
has officially formed and one of their
goals is to try to become a National
Historic Trail. Their next conference
is scheduled for October 17-19, 2008,
in Salina, KS. In the future, I see the
Smoky Hill Trail Association as a
"sister" organization to SFTA. The
two trails share some of the same
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historic time-period, some trail trav
elers used both trails to reach their
destinations, and as the railroad
pushed westward, trade goods were
brought by the Iron Horse to various
towns along the Smoky Hill Trail
which served as the trailhead for
goods being transported further on
the Santa Fe Trail. The Fort Hays
Fort Dodge Road and the Fort
Harker-Fort Larned Road are just
two examples of military roads that
linked these two trails. As president
of SFTA, I offer my full support to
the Smoky Hill Trail Association in
its endeavors to become a National
Historic Trail.

Not only is 2008 the 40th anniver
sary of the National Trails System
Act, it is also the year for Rendez
vous. Co-hosted by the Santa Fe
Trail Center, Fort Larned National
Historic Site, and the SFTA, Rendez
vous will be held in Larned, KS, Sep
tember 18-20. The theme for this
year's event is: "The Evolution of
Freighting on the Santa Fe Trail."
SFTA's fall board meeting will begin
at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, September
18,2008.

Our spring board meeting will be
held in Council Grove, Kansas, and
will begin on March 27,2008, with a
chapter presidents' meeting at 7:00
p.m. The SFTA Board will meet on
Friday, March 28, and a NPS Strate
gic Plan session and committee
workshop is scheduled for Saturday,
March 29. All meetings are open to
SF!'A members.

SFTA's chapters are starting a
new year of events. Be sure to check
the chapter reports in Wagon
Tracks, the SFTA website at
<www.santafetrail.org>, or contact a
chapter president for information on
upcoming meetings.

It is my sad duty to report the re
cent death of two chapter presidents,
Bill Soderman of the Corazon de los
Caminos Chapter and D. Ray Blake
ley of the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter.
On behalf of SFTA, I extend sincere
sympathy to their family, friends,
and respective chapters.

-Joanne VanCoevern

MANAGER'S REPORT
SINCE October, I have had the
wonderful opportunity ofvisiting the
Heart of the Flint Hills, Bent's Fort,
End of the Trail, Corazon, WetlDry
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Routes, and Quivira chapters. Each
chapter is unique and very proud
and protective of its portion of the
trail. And each chapter has a differ
ent flavor and feel. I encourage all
members to visit a neighboring chap
ter or one far away. You will come
away, like me, impressed and more
excited about what has been done on
the Trail and what is being done. I
look forward to the rest of my chap
ter visits. If I wasn't in this position,
I would be envious of myselfl

On March 28 and 29 we are hav
ing a board meeting, strategic plan,
and committee workshop at Council
Grove, Kansas. We are inviting the
board members, chapter presidents,
and committee chairs to join to
gether to assess how the association
has accomplished the goals first set
in 2003 in cooperation with the Na
tional Park Service. SFTA has
amended those goals a couple of
times, but we have not set out a new
plan with new goals. We want to look
into the future about five years and
ask what we want to accomplish 
how we see the Santa Fe Trail in that
time period.

I know this sounds pretty bureau
cratic, but the bottom line is, if we
are not proactive in giving ourselves
a vision of what the Santa Fe Trail
should look like, then events are go
ing to dictate that to us. This is the
best way of protecting not only our
Trail, but our communities, and our
regions by defining our vision. Your
input is essential. When we look at
the goals and what has been accom
plished since 2003 (a report on that
will be given at the meeting) we can
see that SFTA has taken an active
role in preserving Trail ruts and re
mains, has continued to identify
newly-located Trail remains and
sites, and has made more and more
people aware of the Trail and the
SFTA. All of this has been accom
plished by you in your chapters and
by SFTA committees in cooperation
with the National Park Service.

One challenge, as I see it, is that
not all of what SFTA recognizes as
the Santa Fe Trail is designated as
national historic trail. We need to in
corporate those trails and those seg
ments into our planning and goal
setting effort and make sure they are
as protected and recognized as the
national historic trail portions. Some
prime examples of the trails not in-
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eluded are the Granada to Fort Un·
ion Road and the Fort Hays·Fort
Dodge Road. These are just a couple
of examples of several that deserve
our attention and consequent protec
tion.

Please think about your vision of
the Santa Fe Trail. What should it
look like in five years? What kind of
developments do you want to see or
not want to see along the Trail?
What concerns you in your local area
about what might happen to Trail re
mains and sites? You can pass those
thoughts on to your chapter presi
dents, to board members and offi
cers, or to me. We will use them at
our March meeting (and you are
more than welcome to attend also).
And you can find the strategic plan
at <www.nps.gov/safelparkmgmtlup
10adiFinal%20SFNHTplan%201103.
pdf> so you can take a look at what
was done originally.

And, finally, a Smoky Hill Trail
Association has been formed. I
encourage all of you with just the
slightest interest to join this new
association and to help get this
important trail designated as a
national historic trail. Just as im
portant is your experience in the
SFTA in forming chapters, in run
ning chapters, and in the operation
of the national organization. We can
both learn from the formation of this
new organization and through
sharing can make each association
stronger and better.

-Harry C. Myers

RESEARCH GRANTS FOR 2008
RESEARCH grants up to $1500
from SFTA are available again this
year. All persons with genuine curio
osity about the Trail are eligible to
apply. Proposals will be judged by
the research committee..

To apply, send a proposal bye
mail or write to Committee Chair
Stephen Whitmore at <whitmore
5544 @msn.com> or 5544 S Orcas St,
Seattle WA 98118. Application forms
will be sent by surfacemail.soin
elude your mailing address. The ap
plication requires a proposal sum
mary, budget, and references. Dead
line for completed applications is
March 1, 2008. Awards will be an·
nounced by March 31, 2008. Funds
should be expended by July 1,2009,
and a final written report will be due
to the committee by October 1, 2009.
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William W. Soderman, Las Vegas,

NM, president of the Corazon de los
Caminos Chapter of SFTA, died
December 16, 2007. He was 69 years
old. He was formerly a staff member
of the Phoenix Museum of History
and more recently was a health
information technician in medical
records for the New Mexico
Behavioral Health Institute. He was
a member of the Las Vegas Opera
Guild, member of the board of the
Rough Riders Museum, and a
member of the Las Vegas Citizens
Committee for Historic Preserva
tion. Condolences are extended to his
family and friends.

I D. RAY BLAKELEY r-------.............~~~-,
D. Ray Blakeley, president of the

Cimarron Cutoff Chapter of SFTA,
died December 19, 2007. He was 62
years old. D. Ray was born and
raised in Clayton, NM, and he came
from a family with deep roots in
Union County. He was a well-known
character in Union County for many
years because of his work as a
newspaper reporter and a radio
announcer. He was one of the
founding members of the Union
County Historical Society which
operates the Herzstein Memorial
Museum, and he served as director of
the museum from 2001-2006. He was
a fount of knowledge about the
history Union County and the rest of
New Mexico. He was active in many
community organizations. He will be
missed by family and numerous
friends along the Trail.

PNTS REPORT
by Ross Marshall

[Marshall is the SFTA representative
to the Partnership for the National
Trails System.]

THE Partnership's 11th Confer
ence was held in Duluth, MN, Sep
tember 7-11, hosted by the North
Country Trail Association, with the
theme of "Healthy Trail Partner
ships-Healthy Trail Resources."

This was a scenic location on the
shores of Lake Superior, and the con
ference was the most successful we
have ever had. There were 180 par-

YOUR MEMORY CAN LIVE ON
REME.\1BER THE SANTA FE TRAIL

ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL
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ticipants, more than ever before, and
nearly all the 25 National Scenic and
Historic Trails were represented.
The individual sessions and field
trips along the North Shore were
outstanding.

The Partnership's new Strategic
Plan is working well. New people
have been elected to the board, and a
dozen new committees are working
well with close to a hundred people
involved.

I appreciate Jeff Trotman attend
ing and participating fully in every
thing that went on. Also attending
were several of our National Park
Service partners, including Aaron
Mahr, John Conoboy, Mike Taylor,
Steve Burns, and Andrea Sharon.

Congress has passed a Depart
ment of the Interior appropriations
bill, and it is good news for the Santa
Fe Trail. It contains a substantial in
crease for the National Park Service
office in Santa Fe.

My thanks to the chapter presi
dents, committees, board, and others
for sending me the totals of their vol·
unteer hours and dollar donations
for 2007. I am missing a few re
sponses, but I have filled in a few
blanks and have sent the totals to
Gary Werner at the Partnership of
fice. Congress likes these reports.

Pat and I will leave for Washing
ton, D.C., on February 7 and spend a
week in Partnership meetings, visit
ing congressional offices and the
various agencies of our government.
It is a hard week, but fun because we
are always well received when we
talk about trails. And Pat is good
help.

The Partnership continues to
pursue its mission of promoting the
National Trails System, securing
funding for our NPS partner,
fostering federal agency collabor
ation, and providing support for its
members like SFTA.

NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM
ACT 40th ANNIVERSARY

by Ross Marshall

OCTOBER 2,2008, is the 40th an
niversary of the passage of the Na
tional Trails System Act by the U.S.
Congress. This Act provides for the
designation by Congress of individ·
ual scenic and historic trails of na
tional significance to be admitted to
a select family of national trails to
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preserve cultural resources for the
enjoyment of the American people.

The Partnership for the National
Trails System has designated 2008
as a year of commemoration of this
40th anniversary. In fact, the plan is
to initiate a "Decade of National
Trails" that leads to the 50th anni
versary in 2018.

The purpose of this initiative is to
provide a vehicle to raise the public's
awareness of the National Trails
System, to promote and support
events along the trails to commemo
rate this anniversary, support our
member organizations (including
SFTA) as they organize trail events,
and to attract the attention of both
public and private partners to enable
the family of National Scenic and
Historic Trails to grow.

We are very pleased that our old
friend Jere Krakow, recently retired
National Park Service Long Dis
tance Trails Superintendent, is
chairing the 40th Anniversary Com
mittee. Very soon, printed materials
will be circulated to trails organiza·
tions. A special video will also be
available.

To kick off the 40th Anniversary
commemoration, a special dinner
has been scheduled on February 13
during Advocacy Week in Washing
ton. D.C. This is an awards and fund
raising dinner annually sponsored
by the National Resources Council of
America. This year it will be jointly
sponsored by the Partnership.

One of the unique features of the
Act is that it contemplates each of
the designated ,national trails, cur
rently twenty-five in number, to be
managed by a public-private part
nership involving an administering
federal agency such as the National
Park Service along with a private
side nonprofit group such as the
SFTA. This experiment, which per
mits federal funding to be used with
private management, has worked ex
ceptionally well and Congress con
tinues to be more pleased with the
results as the years go by.

Our country's National Trails Sys
tem is unique. Commemorating the
40th anniversary of the Act is not
only appropriate but will open doors
of opportunity for all our trails that
we have not yet imagined. More
information will be available soon as
plans and materials are developed.

February 2008



A RECENT VENTURE ON
THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Martha Hammonds

[Martha Hammonds, Peoria, AZ, is a
new member of SFTA and offered to
share these experiences which led her
to join the Association. Even today,
there is nothing better than a trip on
the Santa Fe Trail.]

OK, so there is no proof anywhere
in our line that we are descendants
of gypsies. Given to wander-
lust as we are, however, I cannot
help but believe that one of those
olive-skinned exotic types is not hid
den somewhere under a branch of
the family tree. My family loves road
trips. I suppose it is not that my par
ents actually chose road trips as a
preferred manner of travel. I suspect
it was the fact that both my parents
were public school teachers support
ing a family of six, and it was the
cheapest way to go.

Regardless of the economics, the
trips were an adventure to us. I am
not sure that homemade sandwiches
and potato salad have ever tasted as
good as when eaten in the back seat
of a 1960 Ford somewhere between
Tucumcari, New Mexico. and Amar
illo, Texas. Pink Hostess snowballs,
somewhat disgusting in any other
venue, became the required road
trip fare. And then of course there
was the whole issue of driving style.
While my father "just wanted to get
there," my mom was terrific about al
lowing us to stop to buy junk at truck
stops (you couldn't beat a genuine
leather Indian beaded wallet), see di
nosaur bones, petrified wood, and
the world's largest prairie dog town.

Several years ago, looking for ad
venture of course, my mother Jo and
I decided to follow the old Santa Fe
Trail by car. Starting at the National
Trails Museum in Independence,
Missouri, our destination was the
Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe.
Following a book and a map, we trav
eled the old West, sometimes follow
ing the ruts of wagons from almost
200 years ago through places like
Council Grove, Cimarron, and Bent's
Old Fort. We traveled through small
town America where main streets
were lined with little white houses
proudly displaying American flags.
We passed historical markers that
still showed the way west as we mar
veled at what our pioneers must

February 2008

have endured to reach a new life. We
stopped at the stump of the "Council
Oak" where, in 1825, a treaty was
signed between the Osage Indians
and the U. S. Government, and for
$800.00 the U.S. obtained the right
of way for a public highway, the
Santa Fe Trail.

Pawnee Rock in Kansas is the
place where hundreds of pioneers
stopped to write their names in the
soft sandstone as they traveled to
ward an unknown future. In 1848,
James Birch, a soldier on his way to
the Mexican War, wrote: "Pawnee
Rock was covered with names carved
by the men who had passed it. It was
so full that I could find no place for
mine." Choosing the Mountain
Route, we followed the Trail through
Colorado, and at 2:00 a.m., in the
pouring rain, located the mail box in
Timpas that held the little book put
there so modern-day Trail travelers
can leave their mark.

My mom and I had taken this trip
to spend some time together, but also
to remember all trips we had taken
as a family, the trips when my dad
was still alive. We talked about how,
when I was two, my parents had
packed up what we had and left a lit
tle town on the Mississippi River
named Caruthersville (part way be
tween Cooter and Bragadoccia) and
headed for better jobs in Phoenix,
Arizona. We talked about the trips
when we got lost and the times my
dad would sleep while mom drove,
taking us on routes off the freeway
because she wanted to see something
different. We also talked about the
trip when I was six when we placed
my grandmother's body on a plane
and made the sad trip back to Mis
souri to bury her in a little cemetery
in Fillmore, next to her husband and
six of her eleven children.

The pioneers had come a long way.
They set out on a trip to a far away
place, not knowing if they would
even make it. On their way out west
they got married, birthed babies, and
buried loved ones. They sat under
the stars and talked about their
dreams. They left their marks in the
ruts of the prairie and on the face of
Pawnee Rock.

And so it was at 2:00 a.m. in
pouring rain I left the dry cab of the
jeep and raced across the highway to
the little metal mail box. I reached
inside and picked up the worn spiral
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notebook. Running back to the jeep I
jumped in next to my mom and
showed her the record of people with
the same spirit that had made the
way West. We hunted for a pen. As
we opened that little notebook and
read the names from around the
world, we looked for a blank space
and proudly added our own.

KAW MISSION COUNCILS
PROGRAMS 2008
by Mary Honeyman

[SFTA member Honeyman is admin
istrator of Kaw Mission State His
toric Site in Council Grove.]

THE Kaw Mission Councils 2008
educational program series, "Our
Fabulous Flint Hills: The Hills Are
Alive!" will be presented at the Kaw
Mission State Historic Site in Coun
cil Grove, Kansas. In 2008 we cele
brate the seventeenth anniversary of
our series by highlighting the Kan
sas Flint Hills-alive with cultural,
natural, and historic resources
Program Schedule
Thursday, February 7, 7 p.m.: "Lucy

Tayiah Eads: Only Female Chief
of the Kaw:' Pauline Sharp,
Granddaughter of Eads.

Saturday, March 15, 3:30 & 7 p.m.:
"Simply Sublime Statistics: The
Flora And Vegetation of the Flint
Hills," Craig Freeman, Curator,
R. L. McGregor Herbarium, Kan
sas Biological Survey.

Saturday, April 19, 3:30 & 7 p.m.:
"Birds and Mammals of the Flint
Hills," Bob Gress, Director, Great
Plains Nature Center.

Saturday, May 17, 3:30 & 7 p.m.:
"Snake Stories," Joe Collins, Her
petologist, Kansas Biological Sur
vey & Suzanne Collins, Wildlife
Photographer.

Saturday, October 18, 3:30 & 7 p.m.:
"Ghosts in the Grass: In Search of
Forgotten Voices," Marva Weigelt,
Homestead Ranch, Chase County.
The Friends of Kaw Heritage, Inc.

and the Kansas Historical Society
sponsor the Kaw Mission Councils
2008 educational program series.
Free refreshments compliments of
FKH. For additional information,
contact the Kaw Mission State His
toric Site, 620-767-5410 or <kawmis
sion@kshs.org>. Group reservations
recommended. Kaw Mission Council
2008 programs are free and open to
the public.
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''Thus the head is maintained in a
fixed position, and they pull or
rather push by the force of the neck,
which of course, is kept constantly
strained upward."12 The American
yoke with its bows allowed the ox to
put the full measure of his strength
into the pull, far more efficient than
the Mexican method.

The chain, nine-ten feet long, had
links four inches wide. Attached to
each end of the chain was a sturdy
hook. Once the wheelers were yoked
and stationed next to the wagon, one
on each side ofthe tongue, the ring of
the yoke was suspended through a
curved iron device at the end of the
tongue called a gooseneck. From the
gooseneck, a chain extended to the
next yoke and hooked to the ring.
Each additional yoke had its own
ring from which a chain was hooked
to the ring of the yoke behind it. 13

As to the driver's accoutrements,
he had but two, his whip and his
voice. The whip had a stock ten feet
in length made of a hickory sapling
with a lash of the same length made
of rawhide. Attached to the end of
the lash was a strip of soft leather
five-six inches long, called a popper
or cracker.14 A similar whip was used
by men capturing wild Spanish cat
tle in the everglades. The term
"cracker" evolved into the language
of the deep South to designate an un
sophisticated person. When the whip
was cracked, it produced a sound as
pronounced as a gun shot. U.S. Army
scientists in 1959 measured the
speed of a cracker as it was snapped.
The conclusion was that the cracker
exceeded the speed of sound, and the
loud noise resulted from breaking
the sound barrier. 15 Thus there was
one item traveling the Santa Fe Trail
that exceeded the speed of sound.

Regardless of conventional wis
dom, drivers were often encouraged
to spare the whip, especially during
the latter part of the period when
American traffic on the Santa Fe
Trail was monopolized by huge
freighting firms. The handling of
oxen was stipulated in great detail
by written regulations issued to per
sonnel employed by the various
firms. Tom Cranmer compiled a set
of such regulations and wrote, "I
would therefore, most emphatically

OLD DAN AND HIS TRAVELING COMPANIONS: OXEN ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by David K. Clapsaddle

tender feet. Josiah Gregg wrote that,
in the early days of the Santa Fe
trade, oxen were shod with what he
called moccasins made of raw buffalo
hide. This invention worked rather
well until the rawhide became wet
and soon wore through.6 In time,
oxen were shod with iron shoes, the
split hoof requiring two shoes. In al
most every frontier settlement was a
farrier who maintained a contrap
tion used to secure oxen while they
were being shod. It is very difficult
for cattle to stand on three legs for
any length of time. By means of a
belly band and a windlass, the ox
was elevated and his feet extended
one at a time. The shoes were nailed
to hooves in the same manner as
equines were shod. These contrap
tions were variously called an ox
press, ox sling, or shoeing stall. 7 Ifan
ox press was not available, the ox
was "cast," to use a modern term
from veterinarian practice. That is,
ropes were attached to the ox's feet,
and by pulling the ropes, the ox was
put off balance and laid on his side.
Thus, the animal could be restrained
while the shoes were attached.8

As to the oxen equipage, (known
contemporarily as furniture), there
were but two components, the yoke
and the chain.9 The American yoke
was fashioned from a block of wood
four feet in length, flat on the top and
arched on the underside at each end
to accommodate the curvature of the
ox's neck. Two holes were bored at
each end of the yoke, spaced apart
about the width of an ox's head to re
ceive the bow which encircled the
ox's neck. Most often made of hick
ory, the bow, bent in the configura
tion of the letter U by soaking it in
hot water, was placed in a jig for dry
ing. Holes were drilled in the ends of
the bows (usually one hole on the in
side member of the bow). Through
these holes, pegs (called "pins") were
inserted to hold the bow in place.l°
Later in the period, manufactured
iron "keys" were introduced for the
same purpose.ll Another hole was
drilled in the middle of the yoke and
fitted with a piece of hardware from
which was suspended an iron ring.

The Mexican traders used yokes
without bows which were lashed to
animals' horns. As Gregg explained,

[SFTA Ambassador Clapsaddle is
president of the Wet!Dry Routes
Chapter and a frequent contributor
to WT. Additional information about
oxen may be found on the Internet at
<www.prairieoxdrovers.com>.]

SOME two centuries prior to the ad
vent of the Santa Fe Trail, English
settlers moved to the mountains of
New Hampshire. They brought with
them from the Boston-Salem area
large red oxen imported from Den
mark. Later, other breeds such as
Galloways and Durhams were intro
duced from Ireland; and in the late
17th century, Yankee traders
brought to New England black Anda
lusia cattle which Spaniards had
shipped to Cuba. These breeds be
came the progenitors of the big,
broad shouldered oxen used exten
sively in agriculture and logging
throughout New England and later
in the Northwest Territory.1

On the trans-Mississippi frontier,
oxen were not so well defined by
pedigree. Horace Greeley wrote of
oxen owned by the Russell, Majors
and Waddell Company as "lean, wild
looking oxen, mainly of the long
horned stripe, which indicated Texas
their native land, and which had
probably felt the yoke within the
past week."2 Earlier, the oxen had
come from Missouri and other
nearby states. Oxen were often re
ferred to as steers or cattle. Some
times, they were called working cat
tle to distinguish them from bovines
used for dairy and beef production.
Ironically, in the latter part of the
nineteenth century, ox trains were
known as bull trains, even though
oxen were castrated.3

American oxen in the Santa Fe
trade weighed 1,800 to 2,000 pounds.
One yoke of oxen in 1864 "weighed
4,300 pounds each, but were not fat,
were a full eighteen hands (six feet)
tall, five feet, ten inches long, and
eight feet around the girth."4 On the
other hand, Mexican oxen were
smaller than the American steers.
Thomas Burns, a settler in early ter
ritorial Kansas, described them "as
small Mexican cattle, many of them
black or black and tan in color and
they all had short horns."5

Oxen were notorious for their
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denounce the practice of beating
oxen under all circumstances."16
However. such was not the case with
the Mexican drivers. James Mead re
called, ''The drivers were known as
'bull whackers' or 'mule skinners,'
mostly semi-Indian half civilized,
faithful, brown skinned, with hair of
jet hanging on their shoulders,
wielding lashes with such skill as to
cut a rattlesnake's head off at 20
feet, or cut through the hide of an re
fractory ox." 17

Perhaps more effective then the
whip were the voice commands of the
driver. Walking near the head of the
wheelers (yoke closest to the wagon),
he spoke well recognized commands
the oxen learned quickly to obey.18
Originally, gee-up meant to move up.
In time, the command became gid·
dap. Gregg wrote that a simple hep
was the command to move forward.
Gee was the command to turn right;
haw was the command to turn left.
Whoa, originally ho, was the com·
mand to stop.l9 With regard to other
voice commands, Cranmer wrote,
"No loud cursing, swearing, or fright
ening of cattle should ever be al,
lowed in the corral."20

In the settled part of the country,
calves at an early age would be yoked
together and exercised daily. Small
training yokes were used and some·
times sliding (adjustable) yokes were
employed to accommodate the ani·
mals' growth. The calves were al
lowed to grow to full maturity at age
three before being castrated. This al,
lowed the animal to mature into a
strong animal before the neutering
process rendered him more docile.21

Freighters on the frontier did not
have the luxury of time to train oxen.
Rather, they often purchased mao
ture but unbroken (green) steers at
the trailheads and immediately put
them into service. Unbroken oxen
would be yoked and stationed be·
tween pairs of experienced oxen.
There they had no choice in spite of
their protestation by means of back·
ing and bawling but to proceed in
step with their broken brothers.22

As the caravan proceeded, the
green oxen remained yoked together
day and night for some two weeks.
Thus, they were forced not only to
work together but to eat and sleep to·
gether on a 24·hour basis. Subse
quently, they performed as broke
oxen in an amicable manner. 23 The
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author in recent years had the oppor·
tunity to talk with a Flint Hills
rancher who imported cattle from
Mexico. He observed, from time to
time, a pair of steers which appeared
to be inseparable; they were together
constantly. Upon closer inspection,
he found that the animals were shod,
a sure sign of their draft animal
status in Mexico. Thus, it would ap
pear that the yoking of oxen pro·
duced a reciprocation by which the
animals maintained a steadfast rela·
tionship, working or not.

Tom Cranmer's regulations stipu·
lated, "See that all hands temporar·
ily mark their cattle the first time
they unyoke, so they may be able to
recognize them afterwards."24 Rob
ert Howard recalled, "One driver tied
bits of black cloth to the tails of his
team."25 Another scheme employed
by the freighters was "coloring" the
cattle. James Meline remarked on ox
trains he observed in Leavenworth
in 1866, "Each wagon team consist
ing of ten yokes of fine oxen, selected
and arranged not only for drawing
but for pictorial effect, in sets of
twenty, either all black, all white, all
spotted or otherwise marked uni·
formly."26 Mark Gardner opined that
this "was likely the bullwhackers'
system for quickly identifying their
oxen in a train's large herd at yok·
ing."27

As previously noted, the large
freighting firms issued explicit direc
tions as to handling of oxen. In tedi·
ous detail, Cranmer set forth the
procedures for yoking. "The moment
the cattle are all in the corral, the
command should be given by the
Wagon Master or Asst., 'Yoke up!'
Every teamster should immediately
enter the corral with his wheel yoke
under his left arm, or on his left
shoulder, and in as good a humor as
possible, holding the bow belonging
on the off wheeler in his right hand,
the key in his left. As soon as he finds
his off wheeler he should approach
him gently, put the bow on him, and
yoke him; the key in properly, drop
the end of the yoke, and go for the
near wheeler in like manner, put the
bow on him and lead him up; when
his wheelers are yoked, he should
drive them out at the most conven
ient gap, and hitch them to his
tongue, and then go for his off leader
in like manner, yoke him, take out
the other bow, tap him lightly if nec·
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essary, never letting the end of the
yoke drop till he gets him to his in
side hind wheel, to which he should
always have his fourth chain at·
tached, and chain him up; then drop
the end of the yoke and 'go for' the
near leader, with the bow in his right
hand, key in his left, put the bow on
his neck gently, and lead him up to
the offleader and yoke him; hitch his
lead chain in the staple, laying the
other end of it over the near leader's
back, by which to hitch his off second
ox, and then for the rest as the lead
ers, till he gets back to his pointers,
which is the yoke next to his wheel
ers. Yoke them together anywhere in
the corrall, as he did his wheelers.
For this reason, his fifth, or point
chain by which his pointers pull is on
his gap, and the fourth chain, which
is next in front of them, his leaders
are chained by, so then drive his
pointers up to their proper place,
stop them gently, and go for his
fourth chain, hitch them to his team,
and drive out at the rear gap, if he is
farther from the front than the two
third wagons. When he gets his team
to its proper place, go for his fifth
chain and hitch on."28

Once all the teams were yoked,
the wagon master would call out the
well recognized command of "stretch
out." The oxen slowly began the day's
work as the loaded wagons creaked
under their heavy loads. At this
point, mention needs to be made of
the phenomenon called "cold col
lars."29 For whatever reason, oxen
were reluctant to enter a stream
early in the morning. Consequently,
they would only do so after being
driven around the camp grounds for
a mile or so. For this reason, among
others, the caravan would always
cross a stream in the evening before
making camp.

Once underway, the wagons had
to halt early in the morning after
traveling a half hour or so for some
ten minutes to allow the cattle to uri
nate and take a ''breather.'' Without
the halt, the oxen could not perform
well for the rest of the day.3o

Another stop called "nooning" was
made at 10:00. Cranmer mandates
four hours for the stop. This allowed
the oxen time to graze, rest, and for
tify their strength after the morn
ing's pull. It was also the recom
mended time for breakfast. Cranmer
cautioned: "Never get breakfast be-
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fore the morning drive; corral about
10 o'clock, and lay by about four
hours; here you rest during the heat
of the day, but if you get breakfast
before the morning drive, you will be
in the dust and the heat of the day."
Other regulations called for two
three hours.31

Following the nooning, the cara
van would resume the trip until
evening. Cranmer wrote the follow
ing instructions, "Corral in the even
ing about sunset, giving yourselves
time to water your cattle and get
them on the grass before dark, but in
the autumn, you should drive a little
later in the evening, as the days are
getting short. Never hurry your cat
tle to water in hot weather-they
drink better after they graze and cool
a half hour or SO."32 Josiah Gregg re
ported that in the early days of the
Santa Fe trade, the oxen were teth
ered at night. "Of later years the
tethering of oxen has also been re
sorted to with advantage. It was
thought at flrst that animals thus
conflned by ropes could not procure a
sufficient supply of food; but experi
ence has allayed all apprehension on
the subject. In fact, as the camp is al
ways pitched in the most luxuriantly
clothed patches of prairie that can be
selected, a mule is seldom able to dis
patch in the course of one night, all
the grass within his reach. Again,
when animals are permitted to range
at liberty, they are apt to mince and
nibble at the tenderest blades and
spend their time in roaming from
point to point, in search of what is
most agreeable to their 'epicurean
palates'; whereas if they are re
stricted by a rope, they will at once
fall to with earnestness and clip the
pasturage as it comes."33

Oxen had a number of liabilities,
not the least of which was "spook
ing." They, like horses and mules,
were sometimes caught up in the ex
citement of a buffalo stampede and
ran away with their wild cousins.34

Distractions of less magnitude were
likewise alarming. Robert Wright
tells ofone such incident. "I was driv
ing the cavayado (cave-yard-that is,
the loose cattle). The Mexicans al
ways drove their cavayado in front of
their trains, while the Americans in
variably drove theirs behind. I had
on a heavy linsey-woolsey coat,
manufactured from the loom in Mis
souri, lined with yellow stuff, and the
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sleeves lined with red; and, as I said,
it was very warm; so I pulled off my
jacket, or coat, and in pulling it off
turned it inside out. We had an old ox
named Dan, a big, old fellow with
rather large horns, and so gentle we
used him as a horse in crossing
streams, when the boys often
mounted him and rode across. Dan
was always lagging behind, and this
day more than usual, on account of
the heat. The idea struck me to make
him carry the coat. I caught him and
by dint of a little stretching placed
the sleeves over his horns and let the
coat flap down in front.

"I hardly realized what I had done
until I took a front view of him. He
presented a ludicrous appearance,
with his great horns covered with
red and the yellow coat flapping
down over his face. He trudged along
unconscious of the appearance he
presented. I hurried him along by re
peated punches with my carajo pole,
for in dressing him up he had gotten
behind. I could not but laugh at the
ludicrous sight, but my laughter was
soon turned to regret, for no sooner
did old Dan make his appearance
among the other cattle than a young
steer bawled out in the steer lan
guage, as plain as good English,
'Great Scott! what monstrosity is
this coming among us to destroy us?'
and, with one long, loud, beseeching
bawl, put all the distance possible
between himself and the terror be
hind him. All his brothers followed
his example, each one seeing how
much louder he could bawl than his
neighbor, and each one trying to out
run the rest. I thought to myself,
'Great guns! what have I done now!' I
quickly and quietly stepped up to old
Dan, fearing that he too might get
away, and with the evidence of my
guilt, took from his horns and head
what had created one of the greatest
stampedes ever seen on the plains,
and placed it on my back, where it
belonged. In the meantime the loose
cattle had caught up with the wag
ons, and those attached to the vehi
cles took fright and tried to keep up
with the cavayado. In spite of all the
drivers could do, they lost control of
them, and away they went, making a
thundering noise. One could see
nothing but a big cloud of dust. The
ground seemed to tremble."35

Storms were another threat.
Janet Lecompte repeated the story of
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one such occurrence. "Late in No
vember, 1846 the twenty-eight
wagon train of Bullard, Hook & Co.
carrying merchandise to Santa Fe,
crossed the Arkansas at Cimarron
Crossing and camped in the sand
hills on the south side of the river.
During the night a blizzard blew in
from the northwest so quickly and
violently that the oxen panicked,
broke through the guard and scat
tered out in the darkness over
snowy, wind-swept plains. Three
mules died, and twenty oxen disap
peared in the storm. The teamsters
cached their goods, abandoned half
their wagons and made for Bent's
Fort, 150 miles west, with the goods
they could carry in the thirteen wag
ons for which they had oxen."3G

A flnalliability of oxen was their
susceptibility to disease. At times all
the oxen in a caravan would succumb
to murrain, a catchall term for any
number of infectious diseases. Such
was the case with a caravan belong
ing to the Irwin. Jackson and Com
pany in 1863, when every animal
was lost. 37

In spite of the previously men
tioned liabilities, the oxen had a
number of advantages, the chief as
set being cost. James Josiah Webb
purchased oxen at $28 per yoke from
C. S. Owen in 1844. In 1866, oxen
sold for $75 to $145 per yoke, unbro
ken steers, $110 to $120 per yoke;
mules, $200-$400 per span.3S In ad
dition to the initial cost, oxen had the
advantage over mules because their
keep was much cheaper. Their
finely-tuned digestive system could
convert the rough forage of the
Southwest into nutritional value at
no cost to the traders. On the other
hand, mules were grain dependent
and the price of corn was high on the
frontier. In 1849, according to Don
ald Chaput, the annual cost of keep
ing a mule, including grain, medi
cine, wages for the wagon master,
and farrier services was $275.39 Add
to that amount the pounds of freight
displaced by the grain needed to feed
the mules and the costs rose. Finally,
the costs incurred in outfitting oxen
were slight, $5.00 for a chain and
$5.00 for a yoke. Compare those fig
ures with the price of mule harness.
In 1859, harness for a ten-mule team
cost $300-$600.40

Beyond the advantages of oxen re
lated to cost, the record is replete
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with references to other variables.
Thomas Forsyth wrote, "oxen will
answer for provisions,"41 and Henry
Walker stated, "In mud or sand, the
cloven hoof of the ox gave a better
purchase for heavy pulling then the
small hoof of the mule."42

Such assets made the ox the most
popular draft animal on the Trail.
However, the popularity was not
concomitant with the genesis of the
Santa Fe trade. Rather, the popular
ity came on the heels of horses and
mules, a full decade after William
Becknell's first trip to Santa Fe.

On his inaugural trip to Santa Fe,
William Becknell set forth from
Franklin, Missouri, on September I,
1821, with five companions and a
string of pack horses carrying $300
worth of trade goods. On his return
trip, he arrived back at Franklin in
January 1822 with specie, mules,
asses, and Spanish blankets.43

In early May 1822, another Santa
Fe-bound expedition headed by Ben
jamin Cooper and his nephew Ste
phen Cooper left Franklin with pack
horses laden with merchandise val
ued at $4,000-$5,000.44 Later in the
same month, Becknell departed Fort
Osage on his second trip to Santa Fe,
this time with three wagons loaded
with trade goods and drawn by
horses.45 In May of the following
year, Stephen Cooper led a party of
31 men from Missouri, each man
with one or two pack horses carrying
goods for the Santa Fe trade. Return
ing to Missouri in November of the
same year, the traders brought back
jacks, jennets, and mules, a quantity
of beaver pelts, and a considerable
sum of specie.46 As reflected in the
above citations, Alphonso Wetmore
stated in 1826 that the merchandise
destined for Santa Fe was "trans
ported by means of horses raised
here [Missouri]."47

However, the horse soon proved to
be less than adequate for long dis
tance travel. Such was demonstrated
by the failure of horses used in the
1825 survey of the Santa Fe Trail.
Leaving Fort Osage on July 17, the
survey team made its way to Mul
berry Creek on September 6, a dis
tance of 314 miles. George Sibley,
one of three men appointed to over
see the survey, recorded, "our Horses
tired and poor and Several of them
actually give out." When the survey
team broke camp on the 9th, Sibley
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wrote, "We were obliged to leave one
of our Horses this morning, some
tired, poor, and sick." The horses had
an opportunity to rest for the next
eleven days as the survey team
waited for a courier with news that
the party had permission to enter
Mexican Territory. The courier did
not come, and part of the team re
turned to Missouri while Sibley re
sumed the survey with the remain
ing men. Sibley's party reached Taos
Gap on October 19. There, the com
missioner gave thought to his next
course of action. Confiding to his
journal, he wrote, '1f I had at
tempted to reach S[an]ta fee, by way
[of] San Miguel, my Horses must
nearly all have failed, and many of
them been lost. If I attempt to haul
the Waggons over the Mountains
loaded as they are, the Horses must
necessarily fail. If I leave the Wag
gons & Pack the Horses, still the
Horses must fail, & probably the
Waggons be lost entirely. If I hire
Mules to pack my Baggage &c. over
to Taos, I believe I shall be able to get
the empty Waggons over the Moun
tains, and thus at a small expense
save all my Horses and Waggons, &
prove the existence of a Waggon
route over the Mountains into the
Valley of Taos: And I determined,
upon all these considerations, to
adopt the latter plan." On the follow
ing day, he dispatched John Walker
and Singleton Vaughan to Taos to
bring back mules to pack the bag
gage over the mountains. On the
24th, Walker and Vaughan returned
with the mules, and by the 30th, the
party, safe and sound, arrived at
Taos.48

In reviewing the evolution of draft
animals used in the Santa Fe trade,
Josiah Gregg wrote, "As soon as the
means for procuring these animals
[mules] increased, the horse was
gradually and finally discarded, ex
cept for occasionally riding and the
chase."49 Gregg, of course, was refer
ring to the animals taken in trade by
the Missouri merchants with their
Mexican counterparts.

Regardless, the mule's claim to
fame began to fade with the intro
duction of oxen in 1829 by Brevet
Major Bennet Riley during the first
military escort on the Santa Fe Trail.
Departing Cantonment Leaven
worth on June 3, Riley's battalion
made a circuitous trip to Round
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Grove by way of a ferry near Kaw's
mouth where the column crossed the
Missouri. From there the command
marched 25 miles to the Grove where
they met with the trade caravan
moving southwest from Independ
ence. Remarking on the last leg of
the trip, Otis Young concluded that
the "twenty five miles was a respect
able figure, and nearly twice as far
as oxen were thought capable of go
ing."5o

Leaving Round Grove on June 12,
the escort preceded the caravan cap
tained by Charles Bent. Without in
cident, the entourage arrived at the
Upper Crossing of the Arkansas
River on July 9. There, the escort re
mained in camp as the caravan
crossed the Arkansas and proceeded
south into Mexican territory. With
the caravan was a yoke of oxen
loaned to Bent. Bent observed that
the oxen performed better than
horses or mules in the absence ofwa
ter. Young stated, "Bent simply was
interested in learning whether he
could not replace his expensive
horses and mules with cheaper
oxen."

The caravan returned to the Ar
kansas on October 12, and two days
later the caravan and escort began
the return trip to Missouri. En route,
the traders complained that the es
cort was moving too far in a single
day and they had trouble keeping
pace. At the Little Arkansas River,
the traders split into small groups
and proceeded on without escort.
Riley's command continued on the
Santa Fe Trail to a point east of 110
Mile Creek where they turned north
east to cross the Kansas River and
marched on to Leavenworth, arriv
ing at the cantonment on November
8.51 The performance of the oxen was
earlier assessed by an unidentified
officer of Riley's battalion, "Since we
have traveled upon the prairie, we
have made good progress for our ox
teams-some days twenty-five miles.
. . many officers of the command
thought the ox teams could not per
form the trip; but I had great confi
dence in them, and we now find some
days, it troubles the traders with
their mule teams to keep up with
US."52

Charles Bent was equally im
pressed. In 1831, he conducted a
caravan to Santa Fe, all of the wag
ons drawn by oxen.53 Subsequently,
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the number of oxen employed in the
Santa Fe trade grew in great num
bers. As Josiah Gregg reported,
"Since that time, upon an average
about half the wagons in the expedi
tions have been drawn by oxen."54 In
his 1839 expedition, Gregg wrote
that the caravan was made up of
"fourteen road-wagons, half drawn
by mules, the others by oxen."55 Such
a pattern would extend through the
genesis ofthe Mexican War in 1846.
Prior to that date, caravans were, in
the main, composed of several pro
prietors, each of which opted for the
draft animals of his choice.

The war with Mexico produced a
decided change in Santa Fe Trail
traffic. The tons upon tons of sup
plies needed for troops in the South
west were transported via the Santa
Fe Trail by the U.S. Army Quarter
master Department with miserable
results. The army had little experi
ence with overland freighting and
thus their teams and teamsters per
formed in a most unacceptable man
ner. Realizing that the military was
ill-equipped for such freighting, the
army began to contract with large
freighting companies for the trans
portation of materiel and supplies.
These companies chose to use oxen
or mules exclusively; but soon, most
of the animals employed by the huge
firms were oxen.56

Half of the civilian trade on the
Santa Fe Trail by the early 1840s
had come under the control of Mexi
can merchants.58 Mexican domina
tion of the civilian trade continued
through the 1860s and 1870s when
the Union Pacific Railway, Eastern
Division (later Kansas Pacific Rail
way) and the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railroad rendered obsolete
the huge freighting firms such as
Russell, Majors and Waddell. In
their place, forwarding companies
such as Ortero, Sellar and Company
contracted with freighters of less
magnitude to deliver merchandise
from the various railheads to Santa
Fe and other points in the South
west. In turn, the same freighters de
livered Santa Fe goods to the rail
heads. By way of example, Morris
Taylor reported that from West Las
Animas, Colorado Territory, "In one
week ofJuly 1874, 182,863 pounds of
wool were shipped from there, and
the average shipment of hides was
given as 87,000 pounds."58 Like the
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Americans, the Mexicans had come
to prefer the ox as their primary
beast of burden. Though accounts of
Mexican oxen do not frequently ap
pear in American records, William
Bell in 1867 reported one such narra
tive. "From Salina to Fort Harker
our course took us along the traveled
road to Denver and New Mexico, and
plenty of company we had on the
way. At every mile or so we would
pass long ox-trains heavily laden
with goods (I have 'counted as many
as eighty wagons in a train), and if
we found the bad roads difficult, how
much worse was the traveling for
them! Each wagon carrying from
6,000 lbs. to 8,000 lbs., would be
drawn by eight, sometimes ten, yoke
ofoxen, which number would require
about three 'bull-whackers' (gener
ally swarthy Mexicans) 'to help them
along,' with their heavy leather
thongs. When one of these wagons
stuck fast in a gulley, it was amusing
to see the enormous amount of brute
force which was applied to pull it out.
The oxen from two of the wagons
which had passed safely across
would be attached to the one in diffi
culties, making a continuous string
of from eighteen to twenty yoke. To
accomplish even this, usually re
quired an amount of swearing and
torturing on the part of the drivers
which would be startling to the
nerves of most men not reared on the
plains. When all was ready, and a
dozen 'bull-whackers' had taken
their places along each side of the
line of oxen, a frightful shout would
fill the air, followed by the fierce
cracking of whips on the devoted
hides, and the usual chorus of en
dearing terms. The poor oxen, thus
goaded on to madness, would give
one tremendous tug, the usual finale
ofwhich used to be, not in the least to
move the wagon, but to break the
thick iron chain which fastened all
together. As we retired out of sight
over the brow of the next undulation
of the plain, we would usually leave
our Mexican friends trying in vain to
stop the loosened string of oxen (who
could not be persuaded they were not
dragging something), preparatory to
going through the whole process
again."59

A similar story was told by P. G.
Scott, who secured passage with
Dolore Pathea's caravan from Kit
Carson to Trinidad, Colorado, in
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1870. Scott's diary entry of Satur
day, August 30 reads as follows.
"Started from Carson at 7 o'clock,
and in one half hour came to a sandy
bottom where there were several
mule teams stuck, but by dint of
whipping and shouting they got
through. In our train, they put nine
yoke ofoxen to one wagon, but it took
a great deal of shouting in their own
Mexican lingo, and a great deal of
cracking of these terrible bullock
whips before we got through. The
'lash' of their whips is about 12 to 14
feet long and the handle about two
feet with a buckskin cracker and the
crack of them is like a pistol going
off. These fellows can swing their
whips round their heads and strike a
terrible blow."60

Without question, by the time of
Scott's journey, most Mexican
freighters and their American
counterparts had come to view the ox
as their preferred draft animal. As
early as 1860, the Seth M. Hays
Company recorded that from May 24
to October 1 the numbers ofoxen and
mules "passing west" through Coun
cil Grove were as follows: mules,
5,819; oxen 22,738.61 Five years
later, Charles Withington reported
that from May 21 to November 25,
1865, 38,281 oxen as compared to
6,452 mules crossed his toll bridge at
142 Mile Creek in present Lyon
County, Kansas. 62 Thus, at that
date, oxen outnumbered mules at
the rate of more than six to one. Such
is testimony to the persistent plod
ding beasts, without which the story
of the Santa Fe Trail might well be
told from a different perspective.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR WAGON TRAINS

THE 28-page booklet, Tom
Cranmer's Rules and Regulations, by
which to Conduct Wagon Trains
(Drawn by Oxen on the Plains), 1866,
has been reprinted by the WetlDry
Routes Chapter and is available
from Last Chance Store, PO Box 3,
Woodston KS 67675 for $2 postpaid.
This is a rare and informative item,
including the duties of wagon mas
ter, his assistant, teamsters, night
herders, and others.
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LORETTO MARKER DEDICATION
(continuted from page r)

The names of two other sisters
who started the journey from Ken
tucky in 1852 should also be remem
bered: Mother Matilda Mills died of
cholera on the riverboat Kansas near
Independence, Missouri, and Monica
Bailey, also suffering from cholera,
had to remain in Independence for a
later caravan. Before the arrival of
the railroad, other Sisters of Loretto
traversed the Trail in 1855, 1858,
and 1867. On the 1867 journey,
young Sister Alphonsa Thompson
died. Her remains are still being
sought by her grand niece, Dr. Alice
Anne Thompson. Dr. Thompson's
new book about that 1867 journey,
American Caravan, is now available
through the Last Chance Store.

The Scenic Historic Marker
Program was initiated in 2006 by
Pat French, Beverly Duran, and
Alexis Girard of the New Mexico
Women's Forum. It was through
their efforts that Governor Bill
Richardson and the New Mexico
Legislature appropriated funds to
prepare and install the markers.
There are 53 additional markers
honoring women still to be placed in
the State. The Sisters of Loretto
marker is the first.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-Traffic in Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Please submit poems for
consideration to Sandra M. Doe,
Dept. of English, Campus Box 32,
Metropolitan State College of Den
ver, PO Box 173362, Denver CO
80217-3362.

In ''Territory,'' Sister Cecily Jones,
SL, speaks as a persona, creating the
voice of another Sister of Loretto,
Mother Magdalen Hayden, who tra
veled the Trail in 1852 with other
members of the order to establish
schools in New Mexico. Sister Cecily
Jones constructs a prayer and a
meditation about "heading out to the
territory," skillfully turning her
poem on both meanings of the word
"territory."

On the one hand, "territory"
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mea.ns .land charted, terrain under
the JurIsdiction of a government and
thus known; so the speaker knows
place as "settlements on meandered
roads," the seasonable stability of "a
sketch of redbud in the spring" and
th " f' 'e roo of tree branches as her
geography.

On the other hand, "territory"
me~ns land uncharted, a geography
of mdeterminate extent. So the
speaker quavers before the "track
less sweep," and she prays for "some
parcel not as vast as all the sky."

Of course, travelers sometimes
entertain thoughts of death, when
they step over the wide "horizons at
the edge of the earth," embracing
them . as new "territory" and
becommg one with "the journey till
its end." In the end, the speaker
prays for divine transformation. She
requests the ability to measure her
path, her "territory," her road, to
map her journey "to scale" which she
may measure in the "territory" ofher
heart. It is a fme tribute to those first
Sisters of Loretto who traveled the
Road to Santa Fe in 1852.

Territory
by Sister Cecily Jones

Sisters of Loretto '
(Reflections of Magdalen Hayden as
she prepares to set out from Inde
pendence, Missouri, for the Territory
of New Mexico, August 1, 1852)

What do I know of territory, God?
My geography holds counties, states,
settlements along meandered roads
and the way a creek can carve a

boundary.
It's not the role of leading that I dread
but the tease of wondering
and the fear of no cartography.

Territory troubles me
so I seek maps and compasses
and all the tools of certainty from you
because the trackless sweep ahead
almost overwhelms my heart.

Transform the territory into acreage
that I can grasp: land or district. area,
some parcel not as vast as all the sky.
I know Missouri rivers, Kentucky knobs,
a sketch of redbud in the spring,
!rees whose branches roof a road
In atlas of dimensions I can measure.

o God, convert immensity to scale
more the size that I can calculate
the way fences can be charted
or garden plots or a stand of cedars.
Transform the journey till its end
when horizons at the edges of the

earth
become the territory of my heart.
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TRAIL PAST AND PRESENT
(continued from page 1)

accommodating, agreed.
. The afternoon before the Sympo

SlUm op~ned, a few of us got together
t~ do a httle ad hoc preliminary plan
mng for the upcoming organizational
meeting. Looking back now, I see
that the date for that little powwow
was September 11, 1986. Of course
that date held no special significanc~
for us then.

Besides myself and Joy Poole Leo
Oliva from Kansas was there a~d so
was the late Merrill Mattes of the
Oregon-California Trail Association
and Jere Krakow of the National
Park Service, along with a couple of
others.

Our main point of discussion in
volved the steps that would be neces
sary to found a viable association. It
so happened that Leo Oliva in a rash
~omentvolunteered to edit and pub
hsh a quarterly newsletter. So, in
that moment Wagon Tracks was
born, I'm sure that Leo had no idea
that twenty-one years hence he
would be back here with twenty-one
volumes of that quarterly under his
belt.

I hope everyone in this hall is
a",:are that without our superb peri
odical, the Association could not
have survived, 10 these many years.
For Wagon Tracks, much honored
and often copied in content and for
~at by other new trail organiza
tIOns, our Wagon Tracks, is the glue
that holds us together.

Besides that, its backfile-those
twenty-one volumes preserved in
libr~ies-willforever remain a major
repOSItory and contribution to the
history of the Trail.

I should add, too, that in the
struggle to produce Wagon Tracks
four times a year, Leo's wife and
steadfast helpmate Bonita Oliva has
been there, slaving in the trenches.
So, both are deserving of our heart
felt thanks.

Another person I need to mention
",:ho ?ates from that first Sympo:
s~um 10 1986, is Ruth Olson Peters. I
smgle her out because Ruth is the
only person who became an officer
then and to this day, in an unbroken
term of service, is still on the job, at
t~e moment holding down the posi
tion of treasurer. She is little short of
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a phenomenon and SFTA owes a
great deal to her, for which we ex
tend her a hearty thank you.

Now I wish to acknowledge one of
the premier figures in the entire
modern "national trails movement"
and perhaps also our most eccentric
member.

That could be none other than
Gregory M. Franzwa, formerly of St.
Louis, then of Tucson for many
years, and more recently a resident
ofUtah. Greg is known as the author
of a number of books on western
trails, and he also happens to be one
of the fiercest advocates of trail pres
ervation. And I might add that in his
dedication as an activist he is not
afraid to step on toes.

I first got to know Greg in 1983
when I attended the charter confer
enc~ of .the newly-formed Oregon
Califorma TraIls Association
(OCTA), which convened in Inde
pendence.. Behind ~he scenes, Greg
was a. m~Jor force 10 launching the
orgamzatIOn.

His influence became critical for
us in the spring of 1986. At that time
there ~as a bill pending in Congress
to deSIgnate the Santa Fe Trail as a
~at~onal Historic Trail under juris
dIction ofthe National Park Service.

The bill was meeting with some
problems and there existed no citi
zen advo.cacy group to marshal sup
port for It. Our first Santa Fe Trail
Symposium here in Trinidad was
still six months in the future.

Well, Greg Franzwa persuaded
OCTA and his fellow Octogenarians
to take up the slack and send a dele
gation to Washington to lobby in con
gressional halls on behalf of the
Santa Fe Trail bill. So OCTA out of
its meage~ treasury ponied up
$2,500 to dIspatch such a delegation
to lobby, not on behalf of funds for its
own trail, but rather on behalf of the
Santa Fe Trail. And that was mainly
Greg's doing.

Initially, the whole delegation
was made up of Oregon-California
Trail folks, including their president.
But Greg thought they needed some
body from one of the Santa Fe Trail
states to lend credibility to their ef
forts. Therefore, he contacted me
and lured me to Washington, all ex
penses paid, to join in winning over
Congress.

In the end, we were successful, the
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Santa Fe Trail bill passed and was
signed by President Ronald Reagan
in May 1987.

Now I can tell you as an eyewit
ness that Greg Franzwa had proved
to be one tough bulldog of a lobbyist.
By contrast, I personally found the
whole experience unnerving, frus
trating, and intimidating. Or to put
it mildly, I was not very effective.

To this day, Greg relates anec
dotes about my failures in that line.
Sometimes he's been known to men
tion them in print, and I'll have to
confess that I'm a little embarrassed
when I read his words.

And yet, I cannot fault Greg be
cause everything he says about my
monumental ineptitude as a con
gressionallobbyist, every bit of it, is
absolutely true.

Anyway, back in 1986, as acting
president, I handed out our first
batch of Awards of Merit to people
who had benefited the Santa Fe Trail
in some notable manner. One of
those Awards went to Greg Franzwa,
who couldn't be present. So after
ward, I had to mail it to him.

He intended to be with us today,
but once more circumstances inter
vened and he could not. I had
planned to present him with a proc
lamation honoring his many accom
plishments in the service of the
Santa Fe Trail. Therefore, with his
tory repeating itself, I'll be mailing
him this award.

To wind up my narrative of
SFTA's founding: Our first Sympo
sium here in Trinidad turned out to
be a resounding success. The Colo
rado Historical Society expected
about 50 people to show up, mostly
scholars and museum employees.
But what happened?

Some 250 registrants were on
hand opening day. What a shocker!
Most of them were ordinary indi
viduals from the five Trail states
who had long nourished an interest
in, and even a passion for, Trail his
tory, but didn't have anyone in their
own vicinity with whom to share
that interest.

Thus when this opportunity arose,
you came out of the woodwork, trav
eled to Trinidad, and here reveled in
a program of lectures, panels, tours,
and special events. Then you re
turned home and spread the word
that something new and exciting had
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burst upon the trail scene.
I know that quite a few of our

charter members who were present
in 1986 are back with us this morn
ing. Could I see a show ofhands, just
to give us a visual idea of the num
bers?

Thank you.
Unfortunately, so many of our

staunch and dedicated charter mem
bers have passed on in the twenty
one years that followed our founding.
But I know for a fact that the lives of
nearly all of them were greatly en
riched and brightened by their par
ticipation in the Santa Fe Trail Asso
ciation.

I know that because they told me
so. They took pride in attempting to
attend every Symposium, and just as
soon as we got the chapters up and
running, they hurried to support
them.

The real work between Symposi
ums, of course, goes on in the chap
ters. That's where the action is. They
are the backbone of the Association.
And I heartily commend everyone
who has joined and supported their
local chapters.

I would also like to express my
gratitude to all the past presidents,
including the current one, Joanne
VanCoevern, for picking up the ba
ton and pushing the Association for
ward during their terms of office.
From the vantage point of 2007,
SFTA's future continues to look
bright.

Thus far, I have been reflecting
upon the first twenty-one years of
our grand organization. But now I
want to turn to the past and make
some observations about the glori
ous, exciting, romantic, and some
times tragic history of that splendid
entity known as the old Santa Fe
Trail. For after all, that's why we
have come to Trinidad, isn't it? To
get to know that Trail a little better?

For this part of my keynote, I
want to take as my theme some
words inscribed on a sundial that
once stood at the end of the Santa Fe
Trail. In fact, it was located in the
center of the old plaza at Santa Fe.

As near as I can tell, only one per
son ever mentioned in writing the ex
istence of that sundial, even though
hundreds of people who came in over
the Trail must have seen it.

The one man who wrote about it
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was not even an American. He was
Antonio Barreiro, a young Mexico
City lawyer who was sent 1,600
miles up the Camino Real to serve as
legal advisor for the Mexican provin
cial governor at Santa Fe.

Now, most upper-class people in
Mexico City at that time thought of
New Mexico as a wasteland inhab
ited by rough country bumpkins. An
tonio Barreiro initially may have
had that negative view. But not for
long because he was soon becharmed
by rustic 3anta Fe and by the equally
rustic New Mexicans.

And they seemed to like him too,
perhaps because he was no stuffed
shirt putting on big city airs.

One of the few things we know
about his activities in Santa Fe was
that he wrote and published in 1832
a descriptive account of New Mex
ico's land, people, and economy. It's
one of the best accounts from a Mexi
can source we have of that era.

From Barreiro's writing, we know
that he was mightily impressed by
what he called "the brisk commerce
with North America," by which he
meant the United States. By the
time he first set foot on the plaza, the
international Santa Fe trade opened
by William Becknell of Missouri was
just a decade old. Yet, already busi
ness was humming.

As Barreiro said: ''This commerce
is carried on by regularly scheduled
caravans which arrive at Santa Fe in
July. These caravans are composed
of 90 to 100 wagons loaded to capac
ity with merchandise."

With all that traffic, you can see
why he might have been excited
when viewing the entry of those
enormous wagon caravans into
Santa Fe.

Now, with this background let me
read you Antonio Barreiro's sundial
reference, which is what I've been
preparing you for. ''In the center of
the plaza," he says, "set on an adobe
base about 3 yards high is a rock sun
dial which is the only public clock to
guide the authorities and their em
ployees. It was constructed by Gov.
Antonio Narbona (1825-1827). The
following maxim or saying is in
scribed upon it: Vita {ugit sicut um
bra."

That inscription in Latin given us
by the young lawyer translates as:
"Life fleeth like a shadow."
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Years ago when I first ran upon
Barreiro's description of the sundial,
I wanted to learn more about it. I
thought surely it was unusual
enough that some Missouri mer
chant, ox drover, or mule skinner
coming up the Trail would have
taken note of it in his journal or
memOlrs.

And then there were all the sol
diers who marched over the Trail
from Fort Leavenworth with Gen
eral Stephen W. Kearny's Army of
the West in 1846, the first year of the
Mexican War. Many of them wrote
up their experiences, but as near as I
can tell none of them spoke of the
plaza sundial.

Actually, by 1846 I think it likely
that the sundial was gone, perhaps
demolished by Governor Mariano
Martinez in 1844 when he redes
igned and rehabilitated the plaza. In
any case, what is of interest to me is
the inscription: "Life fleeth like a
shadow." It turns out that line comes
from the Old Testament, the Book of
Job to be exact.

Now I doubt that Governor Nar
bona who constructed the sundial
knew Latin, since he was a profes
sional soldier. Which makes me
think that the priest in the large
church just off the plaza was un
doubtedly the one who selected the
inscription right out of the Latin Bi
ble. And certainly no more fitting
words from scripture could have
been placed on a town clock than
these: "Life fleeth like a shadow."

From a purely religious perspec
tive, those words remind the individ
ual to get his spiritual house in or
der, for at any moment he might be
summoned to face his maker.

Even apart from the religious con
notation, the maxim from the sun
dial reminds us that in reality the
years dissolve behind us like butter
melting on a griddle and we should
make good use of every precious mo
ment.

Some of you may remember a
popular country-and-western song of
the 1970s titled "How Time Slips
Away." The idea there is the same as
that on the sundial. You charter
members who were on this campus
in 1986 and raised your hands a few
minutes ago to identify yourselves
are probably wondering where the
last twenty-one years went and mar-
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veling that our return and this anni
versary came so quickly.

I know I'm wondering because
that frrst Symposium seems to have
occurred last year and even just last
month. Yes, how time slips away.
And life fleeth like a shadow.

At this point I'd like to call atten
tion to a couple of people who trav
eled the Santa Fe Trail in the old
days and in the old way. And I want
to report on statements they made
after their journeys were over and af
ter the hardships, discomforts, and
dangers they experienced had begun
to fade from memory.

It's a curious phenomenon, and
many of you have noticed this, that
people in their golden years tend to
look back on the past as being far
rosier than it really was. That seems
to be a natural human tendency.

In the case of the men and women
who braved the Santa Fe Trail, I
think the fond memories they often
maintained late in life sprang from
the excitement and joy they once felt
in being part of an important chapter
in western history.

To that was added their recollec
tion of the camaraderie among trav
elers, the beauty of unspoiled land
scape, their heightened senses ne
cessitated by living in constant peril,
or in summary, out there on the Trail
those people had felt truly and com
pletely alive.

Rememberance of that stayed
with them, long after the adventure
was over and they were confined to
their rocking chairs.

Josiah Gregg expressed the mat
ter eloquently in his classic account
of the overland trade, Commerce of
the Prairies, published in 1844. Writ
ing about his first Trail trip made in
1831, he declared: "The effects of this
journey begat in me a passion for
prairie life I never expect to survive."

In other words, he was saying that
he got hooked on the Trail or prairie
life and thought he would never get
over it. And he didn't. Because much
later in his life, he confessed:

"Scarcely a day passes without my
experiencing a pang of regret that
I'm not now roving at large upon
those western plains." It sounds as if
he would have liked to turn back the
fast- moving clock. Doesn't it sound
that way to you?

Starting with Josiah Gregg, peo-
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pIe thereafter would cast a backward
glance in their old age and express a
feeling of nostalgic loss because it
was all over-gone with the winds of
vanished years, the Trail seemingly
gone in the twinkling of an eye. Oh,
how fast the time had flown by!

The person who best caught the
true spirit of the Trail was Marian
Sloan Russell, a figure closely identi
fied in her later years with Trinidad.

Not long ago, the Smithsonian
Magazine in a Santa Fe Trail article
referred to Marian Sloan Russell as
"the best known woman to have trav
eled the trail." Actually, Bonita and
Leo Oliva had made that same obser
vation as early as 1993 in an article
published in Wagon Tracks.

Marian's name was not yet fa
mous back in 1978 when I made my
first complete trip over the Trail
from Santa Fe to the original trail
head at Franklin, Missouri. Then,
her magnificent book of memoirs,
called Land of Enchantment, pub
lished 1954 in a small edition, this
charming book had become buried
and forgotten. That was the situa
tion I found in 1978.

But then three years later, the
University of New Mexico Press
(1981) brought out a new edition of
Land of Enchantment. For it I was
privileged to add an Afterword, ex
tolling the value and virtues of the
book. Its sudden availability made
Marian Russell visible and led to her
current celebrity status.

In print, I've described Marian's
reminiscences as having a lyrical
quality that serves as a tribute to the
Santa Fe Trail and its era. Her entire
life, as is plainly evident in the book,
was clearly shaped by her early-day
connection with that Trail.

After all, little Marian Sloan was
only seven years old when she
started out on the Santa Fe Trail
from Fort Leavenworth with her
mother Eliza and older brother Will.
That was to be the frrst of a number
of journeys that lasted into her teens
when she married Lieutenant Rich
ard Russell at Fort Union. After
ward, the couple ran a store at Te
colote on the Trail below Las Vegas.
Then they settled in the Stonewall
Valley west of Trinidad, went to
ranching, and raised a large family.

Marian in her late 80s dictated
her book to a daughter-in-law Winni-
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fred Russell, and in recalling her
youth she says: "My life as I look
back seems to have been lived best in
those days on the trail."

Josiah Gregg himself couldn't
have said it better. And ofher family,
Marian adds later: "The blue sky
above us was bread and meat for our
souls. The trail had become our point
of outlook upon the universe."

Hyperbole? Or a reflection of true
and deeply felt sentiment? Take your
choice, but only decide after you have
read Marian's entire book.

Now here's an interesting thing.
In early summer of 1932, Winnifred
Russell drove Marian over the Trail
from Trinidad to Santa Fe so her
mother-in-law could revisit places
she had known in her youth.

They stopped at the ruins of Fort
Union, not yet a National Monument
as it is today, and then went on to Te
colote to see the old Russell store,
now a collapsed ruin.

In time the two ladies reached
Trail's end and the wide-eyed Mar
ian exclaimed: "Santa Fe has grown
larger!" Much indeed had changed,
especially on the plaza.

Marian Russell, however, could
remember when as a child she had
walked hand-in-hand there with Kit
Carson. And in a corner of the plaza,
she pointed and said to Winnifred: "I
once saw Capt. Aubry sit in that very
spot reading a large newspaper."

F. X. Aubry was the Santa Fe
Trail's famous long-distance horse
back rider, setting incredible records
riding between Santa Fe and Inde
pendence. He also happened to have
been the man in charge of the wagon
train that brought Marian, her
mother, and brother to Santa Fe on
their first trip.

The local press in 1932 ran a no
tice on Marian's revisitation of Santa
Fe after so long a time. It said that
she had first seen the city in 1852
and suggested that she was thus one
of the last living Trail travelers from
the 1850s.

Marian never saw the sundial
with its inscription in the center of
the plaza, since it was gone by the
time she came on the scene as a
child. But the emotions that over
came her there on the Santa Fe plaza
in 1932 were certainly in line with
the Latin words: Vita fugit sicut um
bra. Life fleeth like a shadow.
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We guess that from a statement
she made to Winnifred upon return
ing home, words that were included
in her published memoirs. Reflecting
back on her brief visit to the Santa
Fe plaza, she declared: "Old memo
ries drifted about me like dead
leaves in an autumn wind."

Our beloved Marian Sloan Russell
never got to see her life story in
print. I've always thought that the
manner of her death was fllled with
supreme irony.

On December 24, 1936, she was
struck by an automobile in down
town Trinidad, right on or very close
to the Santa Fe Trail that had been
such a defining influence in her life.
Having survived hazards innumer
able on the old Trail, she fell victim
at last to the motor car that more
than anything else defmed the NEW
AGE. Marian died in the hospital on
Christmas Day 1936 at age 90.

When we follow the Trail today or
when we read accounts of the origi
nal travelers, the Santa Fe Trail is
resurrected in our mind's eye and
thereby it lives again. That can hap
pen even at this Symposium as you
listen and learn, as you compare
notes with others who have been
over the Trail, or it can happen on
tours to historic Trail sites that are
part of this program.

In doing these things, you can re
live some of the thrills of the old
Santa Fe Trail and help insure that
its memory never dies.

On this campus and from this
same podium more than two decades
ago, I closed my first keynote ad
dress to you with those now familiar
words that continue to echo from the
fleeting past. And so it seems fitting
that I close, uttering those same
words once more: THE SANTA FE
TRAIL LIVES ON!

2007 SYMPOSIUM REPORT
by Wyvonne Graham

~yvonneGraham, Trinidad, CO, is
director of the Mountain Route Santa
Fe Trail Scenic and Histone Byway.
She is a member ofBent's Fort Chap
ter and served on the symposium
planning committee. Thank you
Wyvonne for a thorough report on an
outstanding symposium.}

ON September 27-30,2007, near to
300 avid Trail enthusiasts, locals,
and volunteers gathered on Colo-
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rado's Santa Fe Trail in Trinidad for
the biennial Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion Symposium, "Where the Moun
tain Branch Crosses the Purgatoire."
Bent's Fort Chapter presented the
return of the inaugural 1986 sympo
sium to Trinidad, celebrating the
first two decades of the SFTA.

The symposium was lucrative for
all. The SFTA reported that this
symposium brought in more money
than any other in the history of their
symposiums. Bent's Fort Chapter
and Trinidad businesses received a
very welcome boost to their economy
as well. Shop keepers, museums, art
galleries, restaurants, and motels re
ported their businesses boomed dur
ing the event and many would like to
see similar events held regularly.
Symposium goers were enticed to
come back to the beginning where
the first symposium was held in the
style and grace the old Trail de
serves. Partners for the event
worked in perfect harmony to pro
vide an outstanding venue and wide
variety of activities which would sat
isfy the appetite for this elite gather
ing of heritage travelers from many
states. The Trail is revered by all
who work to protect and promote its
resources.

Trinidad State Junior College pro
vided the facilities of their beautiful
historic campus as the hub of all of
the symposium activities. Exhibits,
lunches, and registration were con
ducted at the general purpose room
and student cafeteria. Lectures and
presentations were held in the Mas
sari Theatre. Their parking facilities
were where visitors loaded up and
unloaded for the daily bus tours. An
enormous thank you goes out to this
institution for providing this facility
to us for no charge, just as they did
for the first symposium in 1986. The
event would have not have been pos
sible without TSJC contributions,
and our success is rooted to their
generous support.

Trinidad Chamber of Commerce
had a beautiful commemorative
throw created for the event and still
has some available for sale. Call 719
846-9285 to order one of these lovely
throws for an outstanding gift or a
treasured memory. You can also pur
chase a symposium T-shirt or sweat
shirt from A. R. Mitchell Art Mu
seum, 719-846-4224.

The incredible booklet which sym-
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posmm participants received was
written by Richard Louden, and
sketches were added by J.R. Gilstrap
and Willard Louden. Willard also
created the striking logo which was
used to brand symposium materials.
The Santa Fe Trail Scenic and His
toric Byway (one of America's By
ways and a Colorado State Scenic
Byway) created the posters, ads, and
layouts for symposium booklets.

Exhibits at Trinidad State Junior
College were represented by SFTA's
Last Chance Bookstore, Bent's Fort
Chapter, End of the Trail Chapter,
and WetlDry Routes Chapter, Na
tional Parks Service from Santa Fe
and Bent's Old Fort, NPS Long Dis
tance Trails Division, America's By
ways, Santa Fe Trail Scenic and His
toric Byway-Mountain Branch, the
Santa Fe Trail Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion, Trinidad Chamber of Com
merce, Trinidad Las Animas County
Economic Development, Raton
Chamber of Commerce, Daisy of a
Hat, Colorado Preservation Inc., Pi
non Canyon Opposition Coalition,
U.S. Postal Service, and various
authors and artists of the Santa Fe
Trail, including Mary Peace Finley,
Mark Simmons, Sister P. J. Manion,
Alice Anne Thompson, and Santa Fe
Trail photographer Ronald Dulle.
These exhibits and booths were the
perfect complement to other educa
tional activities. Hand-made Victo
rian hats added fun and flare to ex
hibits and social gatherings. Books
and blankets, brochures and bones
were displayed, including an out
standing array ofauthentic Santa Fe
Trail artifacts and art.

Thursday activities marked the
beginning of the bus tours-a very
popular tour was conducted by the
US Army Pinon Canyon Maneuver
Containment Area. PCMCA has
been the focus of attention in the me
dia for the last year as a targeted
area for expansion of the Fort Carson
training program. Despite this con
troversy, the US Army provided
tours of America's treasured past
and protected sites on the Santa Fe
Trail.

The tour guides were well quali
fied and did an outstanding job on
these tours. Visitors explored traces
of Santa Fe Trail ruins, stagecoach
stops, historic ranches, and saw
American Indian rock art and dwell-
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ing sites which few have the privi
lege to see. We are grateful for this
rare opportunity the Army provided
symposium goers.

Thursday night the Trinidad His
tory Museum (a Colorado Historical
Society property) gave a welcome re
ception for our visitors. The recep
tion offered visitors hors d'oevres
with a taste of Southwestern fair and
a sampling of Santa Fe Trail local
culture. Colores del Tiempo, a chil
dren's group, performed traditional
Mexican folk dancing in the Baca
courtyard. Kit Carson's buckskin
coat is on display at this unique mu
seum. The complex provides a Santa
Fe Trail and Scenic Byway visitors
center, museum bookstore and gift
shop, Santa Fe Trail Museum, Baca
House, Bloom Mansion, carriage
house, and lovely Victorian gardens.
These landmark homes, local treas
ures, and lovely gardens make the
museum a great place to spend the
day.

Friday all day, the Trinidad His
tory Museum presented "Harvesting
History: A Santa Fe Trail Kids
Camp." More then 300 children from
area elementary schools harvested
vegetables from the Baca Kitchen
Garden and sampled hardtack, beef
jerky, and hands-on adobe brick ma
king. Living-history reenactor Jeff
Trotman presented activities and
shared his knowledge about tradi
tional clothing and gear used by
Trail traders. Children enjoyed Trail
music and danced to the Virginia
Reel to top off the day.

During the course of the event,
symposium goers were provided a
wide array of cultural traditions and
historically-themed visitor experi
ences. The Gallery Crawl of muse
ums, shops, and galleries all fea
tured themes which reflect the Santa
Fe Trail and its culture.

Participants sampled wine, hors
d'oevres, and the Santa Fe Trail's
growing artistic community in Trini
dad. Special shows included the Co
razon Gallery, First Street Gallery,
AR Mitchell Museum, Terra Cotta
Sun, Eagle Totem, John Finch Gal
lery, Original Townsite Fine Art Gal
lery, Purgatoire River Trading Co.,
and Lori-Lyn's.

Doug Holdread conducted a tour
of the recently-completed Purgatoire
Riverwalk which showcased historic
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markers, rocky bluffs, nearby moun
tains, native plants, and wildlife.
Visitors journeyed through time and
revisited Kearny's Encampment un
der the umbrella of old cottonwoods
near the end of the Riverwalk.

Some visitors took advantage of
the self-guided walking tours of El
Corazon de Trinidad National His
toric District. The old West comes
alive through the interpretive signs
placed amid opulent 100-year-old
buildings and 6.5 miles of winding
brick streets. Many visitors took the
free Trinidad Trolley Rides which
left the Colorado Welcome Center
hourly.

Old Fire House No. 1 Children's
Museum featured Trinidad's old jail
and school house and the Louden
Henritze Archaeology Museum at
TSJC higWighted the prehistoric
travelers and American Indians of
the Santa Fe Trail. Did you know
that North America's largest Dino
saur track site is located just east of
Trinidad at Picket Wire Canyon
lands on Comanche National Grass
land which is managed by the US
Forest Service? Guided four-wheel
drive tours are available in the
spring and fall each year. Tours fill
up so reservations are advised: 719
384-2181.

Each Friday and Saturday morn
ing symposium goers learned about
the people and history of Santa Fe
Trail's Mountain Route from a wide
variety of presentations. Roberta
Cordova began with the welcome
and introductions to Trinidad. Marc
Simmons, keynote speaker. pre
sented a talk about "The Santa Fe
Trail Past and Present." Lolly Ming
presented a talk entitled "Granada
and the Fort Union Military Freight
Route." Paul Andrews shared his
story of the Felipe Baca family.
Harry Myers presented the foibles
encountered by various personalities
on the Mountain Route. Susan Boyle
talked about the "Mexican Culture,
Packing and the Santa Fe Trail,
1825-1845." Brenda Kaye Todd
shared her Master's research about
the stories offour men who were bur
ied near the Santa Fe Trail at Fort
Union, 1863-1872.

Diana Dunn presented a story
about "Yankee Pioneer Families"
who settled in Trinidad, and she fol
lowed up with a guided tour to three
historic homes and two commercial
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buildings affiliated with the Hatch,
McCormick, Boice, Mitchell, Mc
Clure, and West families. The last
stop on the tour was the Masonic
Cemetery where Yankee pioneers
are buried. Wrapping up the Trail
Talks, Mark Gardner shared his
knowledge about "Buffalo Hide
Trade on the Santa Fe Trail."

The Military Freight Route tours
highlighted Gray's Ranch, Bent's
Ranch, the Goodnight-Loving Cattle
Trail, Stockville, Emery Gap, Beck
nell's Route, Long's Route, the Max
well Party Massacre, the toll gates of
Metcalf, Gleason and Wootton, Ojo,
Madison, Folsom site, Manco Burro
Pass, and Willow Springs. Visitors
had a social rest and relaxation mo
ment at the scenic and history
soaked Louden Ranch and visited
the local Branson Gallery where the
brothers show their work.

The Mountain Branch bus tours
included stops at wagon ruts, stage
coach stops, watering holes, and a
variety of historic sites. The Timpas
stage stop highlighted a living
history presentation by staff of NPS
Bent's Old Fort and featured an ox
drawn merchant wagon. Additional
tour sites were Cottonwood Camping
spot, Kit Carson Park, Hoehne
wagon ruts, Hole in the Prairie, and
Iron Spring. The final highlight of
the tour was provided by Albuquer
que New Mexico Archaeological Con
servancy and included a tour of Hole
in the Rock and the surrounding his
toric homesteads. We thank them
and their managing site director and
tour guide, Cathy Mullins, for this
outstanding hospitality.

Friday's entertainment included a
performance by local musician, Sam
Bachicha, during the Cowboy Dinner
at Kit Carson Park. We apologize for
the lack of food and the flood which
followed shortly after Kit Carson's g
g-grandson, John Carson, took the
stage for his reenactment.

The old Trail's unpredictable fall
weather showed up with a fantastic
lightening and thunder display
which cut everyone's fun short. As if
this wasn't enough action-a shoot
out at a local hotel had some sympo
sium damsels in distress well into
the wee hours. They overslept and
missed their Saturday tours. We are
sorry for all of the uncivilized goings
on which may have affected the faint
of heart-but that's life in the "Wild
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Wild West!" We thank all who helped
gather everything and everyone up
during the excitement. A special
heartfelt thanks goes to each of you
for taking care of each other during
these unpredicted catastrophes. We
all showed the kind of fellowship and
pioneer spirit from which the Santa
Fe Trail was built.

Saturday's dinner at Aultman
Hall's Lucky Monkey was followed
by the awards and a tearful thanks
from the planning committee. (A rec
ognition of awards presented was re
ported in the last Wagon Tracks.)
Following the award presentations,
Harry Myers provided a lighthearted
Trail presentation. The evening was
capped off by drawings and givea
ways from area merchants and by
period music performed by Mark
Gardner and Rex Rideout.

The final tour, on Sunday, pro
vided visitors an opportunity to ex
plore the Stonewall area and its his
tory. The tour started with a tradi
tional Cowboy Dutch Oven Break
fast at the Colt Ranch. Noreen Riffe
presented a heartfelt talk on her
great-grandmother Marion Sloan
Russell. Afterward, participants
caravanned to the Stonewall Ceme
tery for a nondenominational grave
side service at Marion (Sloan) and
Richard Russell's grave. The tour
was capped off with a caravan
through the Russell's region and
ended with heartfelt goodbyes and
wishes for a safe return home for our
visitors.

Additional sponsors of Sympo
sium 2007 not already mentioned in
the above story include Colorado
Tourism Office, City of Trinidad
Tourism Board, International State
Bank, Pioneer Natural Resources,
First National Bank, South Central
Council of Governments, Daughters
of the American Revolution-Santa
Fe Trail Chapter, Black Jack's Sa
loon and Steak House, TrinidadlLas
Animas Economic Development,
Trinidad Chamber of Commerce,
Buffalo Ranch, Palmer Oil Com
pany, Roscover Realty, Graham
Graphics, Hadad's Home Furnish
ings, KSF Strategic Services, Trini
dad Historical Society, Colorado
Welcome Center Ambassadors,
Highway of Legends, Cedar Street
Printing, and Tumbleweed Saddle
Signs & Embroidery. Their financial
and moral support and volunteers
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contriblll' ,I I,. the success of this
event all,l I. ;'.' atlyappreciated.

Sympo::HlIlli 2007 steering com
mittee planners and volunteers
listed alphabetically were Melissa
Allen, Allen Bachoroski, Roy Boyd
(deceased), Branson Community
Church, John Carson, Larry Carnes,
Richard Carrillo, Colorado Welcome
Center Ambassadors, Roberta Cor
dova, Dub Couch, Tom Davis, Mary
Ann and Roger Davis, Brad Doherty,
Nancy Ellis, Faye Gaines, Wyvonne
Graham, Jan and Weldon Graham,
Mary Ellen Hadad, Doug Holdread,
LaDonna and Charlie Hutton, Rich
ard, Willard and Mary Ann Louden,
Paula Manini, Juliette Mondot,
Cathy Mullins, Kim Pacheco, Pat
Palmer, Pat Patrick, Joe Reorda III,
Nancy Robertson, Santa Fe Trail
Scenic and Historic Byways of Colo
rado and New Mexico, Stonewall
Community Church, John Tarabino,
Trinidad Historical Society, and
Teresa Vila. We also thank the press
for the public service announce
ments and press releases you pub
lished for us and helping us get the
word out.

Additional thanks for the program
funding provided in part by the Na
tional Park Service through the
Challenge Cost Share Grant Pro
gram. WE' 11.,11.1 all of the above indi
viduals 111,,1 II .. \. families, nonprofit
entities, 11,01 .. lIL" governments. We
appreciatl' .Ill of your hard work,
support, and sacrifices to make the
return of this historic event to Trini
dad a memorable one for all. Con
gratulations on the perfect orches
tration of the return of the inaugural
SFTA Symposium. The spirit of the
Santa Fe Trail shines brightly on all
of the above partners. We commend
you for helping provide a perfect re
turn to Trinidad for Symposium
2007! Hats off to Trinidad and its
citizens for providing this ideal
venue for Santa Fe Trail enthusi
asts. We thank all who attended the
symposium and invite them to re
turn to "Where the Mountain Branch
Crosses the Purgatoire" any old
time.

SfT BYWAY VISITOR SURVEY
by Wyvonne Graham

THE Santa Fe Trail was designated
a National Historic Trail in 1987. In
1992 it became a Colorado State See-
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nic Byway and in 1998 a National
Scenic Historic Byway, one of Amer
ica's Byways. The Santa Fe Trail is
one of 126 Byways in 44 states which
are a collection of distinct and di
verse roads based on their archaeo
logical, cultural, historic, natural,
recreational, and scenic qualities.
America's Byways are gateways to
adventures where no two experi
ences are the same.

The survey was conducted during
the 2007 Symposium as part of a col
laborative effort between Santa Fe
Trail Scenic and Historic Byway and
Santa Fe Trail Association, funded
in part by South Central Council of
Governments and Colorado Tourism
Office. The survey was given to 100
of the nearly 300 participants.

We are grateful to survey partici
pants for their reviews and feedback
about their visits to the Trail in Colo
rado. The information provided by
this survey is invaluable and will be
utilized by Santa Fe Trail stakehold
ers to support future endeavors.

The most important feature of the
Santa Fe Trail visitor experience is
the history. Educational interpreta
tion of the area history is the most
popular activity with Trail travelers.
Visitors during the symposium felt
that they were most satisfied with
opportunities provided them to learn
about the people. The next most sat
isfying experiences provided were
the presence of wildlife in its natural
habitat and the educational inter
pretation of area history. Equal in
importance is availability of rest
rooms and safe drinking water, good
roadways, clear informational and
directional signs.

Most of the participants were well
traveled and well educated about the
five Santa Fe Trail states. We deduce
that they used their knowledge to
compare Colorado's Mountain Route
portion of the Santa Fe Trail with
other portions ofthe Trail in Kansas,
Missouri, New Mexico, and Okla
homa.

Our roadways are safe and well
maintained; 54% of respondents feel
this is important. We will continue to
work with our partners to maintain
them and utilize resources in the re
gion for biking events, special
events, and tours.

Comanche National Grassland re
cently put a waterless toilet at Tim-
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pas and it was needed. However an
approaching informational sign
would be helpful for travelers to in
form them that it is there. There are
currently no locations on the Byway
between Trinidad and Timpas for
restrooms. This long stretch of high
way has no gas or stores either.

Stakeholders could look at utiliz
ing Apishapa Wildlife or several
other locations on the Byway in this
stretch for adding another waterless
toilet for travelers. Trash receptacles
need to be added to our interpreta
tional pull offs at mile marker 15 and
Iron Spring.

The level of general knowledge of
the Santa Fe Trail from respondents
was excellent as would be expected
with this particular group ofvisitors.

Not all visitors used the internet.
The majority of people who do use
the internet for trip planning used
the Santa Fe Trail Association web
site. Survey participant comments
indicated that the information was
not adequate. One third of those sur
veyed used the Byway web site and a
smaller portion used the local Trini
dad web sites, and fmally an even
smaller portion used the Colorado
Tourism Office for trip planning.

Given the audience we have tar
geted, these results make sense with
this group as the majority of visitors
were members of the Santa Fe Trail
Association.

The success or failure of the tour
ism industry at many destinations
around the world largely depends on
images held by potential travelers
and the effective management of
those images by the destination. The
results of the present study show the
efficiency of the Santa Fe Trail Sce
nic and Historic Byway and the
Santa Fe Trail Association to posi
tively influence the perceptions
which visitors have of the Santa Fe
Trail. The results also prove the con
tribution of these organizations to
enhance overall visitor experience
and satisfaction.

Participants agreed that visitor
services like restrooms and safe
drinking water were just as impor
tant as good road ways. Clear direc
tional and informational signs
ranked fourth in importance. The
Byway wasn't up to par with indus
try standards according to 23% of
those surveyed. This is understand-
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able as the entire town of Trinidad is
undergoing an interstate bridge out
age which redirected traffic to new
detours through the back roads of
Trinidad. Even locals were unaware
of new closures and were at a loss
when trying to redirect visitors to
symposium event locations.

Byway stakeholders are working
with CDOT to improve interstate
access and directional and
informational signs. With careful
stakeholder planning over the next
few years, we will be adding way
finding signs tailored to meet our
expanding heritage tourism needs.

Surveys like this will continue to
assist in determining where we need
improvements, help target areas for
expansion and preservation, and
help to guide visitors safely along the
Santa Fe Trail.

Thanks to all who participated in
the visitor satisfaction survey for
your valued input. For more infor
mation about the survey. contact
Wyvonne Graham, Santa Fe Trail
Scenic and Historic Byway Moun
tain Branch Director, <www.santafe
trailco.org>.

SANTA FE TRAIL HALL OF FAME
THE Santa Fe Trial Hall of Fame is
"now open for business." The Hall of
Fame Committee has developed a
form for nominating individuals (in
sert in this issue). Currently the
committee is seeking nominations
for "individuals who traveled the his
toric Santa Fe Trail and/or made a
significant contribution to the his
tory of the Santa Fe Trail." A second
category of nominees, to be devel
oped later, will include persons who
''have been significant in the study
and preservation of the Santa Fe
Trail." A complete report on the es
tablishment of the Hall of Fame can
be found in the May 2007 issue of
Wagon Tracks.

The first round of those to be hon
ored in the Hall of Fame will be in
ducted at the Rendezvous next Sep
tember. The deadline for nomina
tions is August 1, 2008. Additional
nominations will be solicited an
nually. Questions can be directed to
Mike Olsen, chair of the Hall of
Fame Committee, at <mpolsenl@
comcast.net>. Mail nominations to
Mike Olsen, 5643 Sonnet Heights,
Colorado Springs CO 80918.

February 2008



PATROLLING THE SANTA FE TRAIL: REMINISCENCES OF JOHN S. KIRWAN

[These reminiscences of John S. Kir- him and be at home again. I re- peared to be the brightest and most
wan were edited with an introduc- mained there until I was nineteen athletic of the lot of young officers
tion by Merrill J. Mattes and pub- years old, when I ran away to Boston there and were foremost in picking
lished in the Kansas Historical and enlisted in the Mounted Service up handkerchiefs from the ground
Quarterly, XXI (Winter 1955): 569- U. S. Army. ' their horses on the run, vaulting o~
587, and reprinted here with permis- Lt. Ramson [Hyatt C. Ransom] of and over their horses on a walk, trot,
sion of the Kansas Historical Society the Mounted Rifles was recruiting or gallop, and cutting heads placed
editor. Special thanks are extended to Officer and informed me, that he on posts on the drill grounds. We
the late Merrill Mattes, who assisted could not accept me, unless I had my were drilled constantly when the
with the founding of SFTA, and to mother's consent. The recruiting weather permitted during the fall
the Kansas Historical Society.] Sergeant noticed my disappointed and winter of 1858 and '59. At this
Introduction looks and followed me out to the side- time the Army was composed of 5

John S. Kirwan, a native of New waUL He told me to come back the Mounted Regiments. (1st & 2nd Dra-
Hampshire and son of Irish immi- next day late in the afternoon as by goons, the Mounted Rifles and 1st
grants, was born in 1840. He joined that time in the day Ransom would and 2nd Cavalry) 4 Regiments of Ar-
the U.S. Army in 1858 and served be so intoxicated, that he would not tillery, and 10 Regiments of Infan-
with the First Cavalry along the know how old I was and that he (the try.-Cavalry and Infantry, [com-
Santa Fe Trail, 1859-1861. He later Sergeant) would put my age down as prised] 10 Companies to a Regiment.
served as lieutenant colonel in the twenty two. I did not like the idea of [There were] 12 Companies in a
Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry during the deception, but solaced my con- Regiment of Artillery (2 Light Bat-
the Civil War and again saw service science thinking the Sergeant was teries and 10 Companies of heavy
on the plains in 1865 when he estab- doing the deceiving. Artillery). The heavy Artillery were
lished Camp Kirwan on the North In about ten days we had about drilled in infantry tactics. [I] do not
Solomon River in present Phillips twenty recruits and started for Car- remember the name of the Colonel of
County, Kansas. That camp was oc- lisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. At the 1st Dragoons; Col. Philip St.
cupied for only a few weeks. The New York and Philadelphia we re- George Cook[e], commanded the 2nd
town of Kirwin (misspelling of his ceived quite a number of recruits and Dragoons; Col. [William W.] Loring,
name) was established near the site numbered over a hundred on leaving Mounted Rifles; Lt. Col. Crittenden
of the former military camp in 1871. Philadelphia, We arrived at Carlisle 1st Cavalry (now 4th); and Col. E. V:

Kirwan apparently kept a diary Barracks at about 4 P. M. as hungry Sumner and Lt. Col. Jos. E. John-
dm:ing his years of military service, a set of boys as you ever saw. As we ston, Wm. H. Emory, Senior Major
whIch he used to prepare the follow- arrived between meals there was and John Sedgwick, Junior Major
ing memoirs for his family. Mattes nothing to be had but some hard tack [also with 1st cavalry]. The 2nd Cav-
obtained a copy of the reminiscences and cabbage soup and this did not aIry (now the 5th) had AIbert Sidney
from Kirwan's granddaughter. John agree with me. Some ofthe boys were Johnston, Colonel; Robert E. Lee, Lt.
Kirwan died on his farm in Missouri very much disappointed until the Colonel; Earl Van Dorn, Senior [Jun-
in 1908. So far as can be determined, next day when they found out that ior?] Major and Geo. H. Thomas
these reminiscences were published the regular fare was all right. After Junior [Senior?] Major. '
only once, in 1955. we rested a day we were assigned to About the 1st of May 1859 about
Reminiscences of John S. Kirwan different squads and started to drill. 50 recruits were assigned [to] 4 Com-

When I was a youngster, on the Carlisle Barracks at that time panies of the 1st Cavalry, stationed
farm where I was raised on Lemp- was the General Rendezvous for re- at Ft. Riley, Kansas Territory; Lt.
ster Mountain, Sullivan County, cruits of the Mounted Service. Ap- Ransom of H Company of that Regi-
New Hampshire, I read a novel writ- proximately 500 men were there, di- ment was in command of the squad,
ten by Charles Lever, called "Char- vided into Companies of about 80 and we travelled by rail to St. Louis
les O'Malley, or the Irish Dragoon." men each and lettered alphabeti- and from there by steamboat "War
This fixed my ambition to become a cally. The post was commanded by Eagle" to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
soldier, when I was old enough to be Lt. Col. [George B.] Crittenden of the We had to foot it from Leavenworth
one. Mounted Rifles (who afterwards to Fort Riley, 125 miles and arrived

went with the South) Am th Of there very footsore and tired on the
My father died when I was eleven . ong e -ficers I remember wer C t J B last day of May. There we were di-

years old; my mother sold the little e ap. . .Gordon [?] of the 1st Dragoons 1 t vided among the four Compam'es F,
farm and the family moved to Man- . , , sLt and Brevet Capt McRea [AI G, Hand K. I was assigned to K.
chester, N. H. I worked in the mills' . exan-der McRae?] of the Mount d Rifl They were all ready to go on the
there for a short time, until a friend . e es,2nd Lt Joe Wheeler M t d Rifl plains and only had awaited our arrI'-
managed to place me in a Wholesale . , oun e es,2nd Lt FI'tzhugh Lee f th D val to start, which we did the £ollow-
& Retail Dry Goods House in Boston, . 0 era-goons and 2nd Lt [And ] J k ing morning, June 1st, 1859.
Mass. where I stayed for abouta's. rew ac-
year. A member of the firm opened a son [Jr. ?] and [Lunsford L.] Lomax The different Companies of the
store in Manchester, N. H. and I was of the 1st Cavalry, and several oth- Regiment were located as follows: F,
more than glad to return there with ers that I cannot remember just now. G, Hand K at Fort Riley, Kansas, E

Lee, Wheeler, and Lomax ap- and D at Fort Smith, Arkansas, C
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and I at Fort Arbuckle, Indian Terri·
tory and A and B at Fort Cobb, In
dian Territory. The Officers of 1st
Cavalry were Col. E. V. Sumner,
commanding the Department of the
West, Headquarters at St. Louis,
Mo., Lt. Col. Joseph E. Johnston, de
tailed as Quartermaster General of
the Army, Washington, D. C.. Sr.
Major Wm. Emory, Bvt. Lt. Col., Jr.
Major John Sedgwick. The line Offi
cers were:
Co. A Wm. Beal [1] Captain ofVa.

B [Delos B.] Sacket" North
" C Thos Wood "North
" D [James M.] McIntosh" Miss.
" E [Samuel D.] Sturgis" North
" F [W. D.] Desasuer [De Saussure]

" S.C.
" G [William S.] Walker" Fla.
" H [Edward W. B.] Newby" North

I Eugene Carr " North
K Geo. H. Stuart [Steuart]

"Maryland
The First Lieutenants that I can

remember were [George?] Bell of K;
D.[avid] Stanley of C; J. E. B. Stuart
of G; Ransom of H; Elmer Otis of F;
[Philip] Stockton of B; [Oliver H.]
Fish of I. As the Regiment was never
to-gether before the war it is hard to
remember all the names but I re
member the following Second Lieu
tenants: Joe Taylor of K; [George D.]
Bayard of G; [John A.] Thompson of
F; Eli Long ofH; [Edward] Ingraham
of I; Lomax of D; Ives [Alfred Iver
son?] of C; Jackson was at Ft. Ar
buckle in A or B Company. Some of
these names became very well
known during the war.

Leaving Fort Riley we crossed the
Kaw River near the Fort and
marched in a Southwesterly direc
tion until we reached the Santa Fe
trail at Lost Springs; and followed
this to the Big Bend of the Arkansas
River. As you will remember '59 was
the year of the discovery of gold at
Pike's Peak. There were two routes
that the Peakers followed, the
Northern one from Omaha along the
Platt River and the other from Inde
pendence, Mo., along the Santa Fe
Trail to the Arkansas River and
along the north side of that river to
the Raton Crossing, thence north by
way of Pueblo to the new town of
Denver. We were ordered to the Ar
kansas Valley to protect the emi
grants going that way, from any In-
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dian attacks, as there were five
tribes of them roaming through that
country, viz: The Kiowas, Coman
ches, Cheyennes, Arapahoes and
Apaches. All were supposed to be at
Peace or said to be, and we had very
little to do during the summer, mov
ing camp short distances as the grass
was fed short, and for sanitary rea
sons.

We remained there until the lat
ter part of September when we
started back to Fort Riley. Every
thing appeared lovely and we all an
ticipated a nice comfortable time the
following winter at the Fort. We
reached the Little Arkansas River on
the evening of September 30th.
About 2 A. M. the 1st Sergeant laid
his hand on my shoulder and whis
pered in my ear: "Get up quick and
make no noise, the Indians have bro
ken loose and killed Peacock and
burned his ranch"; this ranch was
about 30 miles back on the road we
had just travelled, at the point where
the Santa Fe Trail crossed Walnut
Creek a short distance from the Ar·
kansas River. Two of the Companies
G and K, were started at once; the
other two F and H were to start at
daylight. We made the 30 miles in
two hours, and found the ranch par
tially burned up and the contents
scattered everywhere. Mter killing
Peacock, they scalped him, and three
or four men employed by him ran
away. It was one of them that rode to
where we were and informed us of
the murder.

We found one Indian only and he
was so beastly drunk he could not get
away and his pony was standing
near him, apparently as sound
asleep as its master. Just as day was
breaking that Indian seemed to raise
from the ground as if by magic,
jumped on his pony and started
away for the Bluffs. No one waited
for a command but jumped on his
horse and took after him. We
thought that he had gotten away
from us when suddenly Lt. Bayard
came through the crowd like a whirl
wind on a racer, that his uncle Sena
tor Bayard had sent him before leav
ing Fort Riley. Bayard gradually
lessened the distance between him
and the Indian until he got within
range of him, when he fIred two
shots over his head to stop him. This
however seemed to put fresh energy
in the pony, who made a fresh burst
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of speed. The Indian evidently
thought Bayard was not a good shot;
he leaned forward on his pony and
slapped his back with his hand in de
rision. Just as he straightened up
again, Bayard put a bullet in his
back between the shoulders and he
dropped off his pony, dead.

We immediately started back to
the ranch, about 5 miles distant. We
knew that an Indian war was now
certain, as an Indian had been killed
and from all appearances a chief of
considerable prominence. Capt.
Desasuer [De Saussure]. who was in
command, called a Council of his offi
cers and it was decided to immedi
ately hunt for the Indians. A guard
was detailed for the wagons and we
took 3 days rations in haversacks.
We started over the Bluffs and after
scouting for four days we were un
able to overtake them and found that
we were then only about 15 miles
from Peacock's ranch, as the trails
crossed and recrossed in every direc
tion. Mter returning to the ranch we
found that Major [James] Long
street, Paymaster of New Mexico
had camped there for the night with
his escort, and I saw him the next
morning. He was then a man of mid
dle age, large and fine looking, and
he left us the following day. [The
next time Mr. Kirwan saw Major
Longstreet was at the Banquet of the
Military Order of the Loyal Legion,
at the Planters Hotel, 1892.]

It was decided that the command
should return to Fort Riley as in
structed. Just as we were ready to
start, the monthly mail for Santa Fe
and Albuquerque came up; they had
a covered wagon drawn by four
mules which made the distance from
Independence, Mo. to Santa Fe, ap
proximately 800 miles in an average
time of 16 days. There were three
men with the wagon, Larry Smith,
the conductor and his brother Mike,
the driver and an extra hand by the
name of [Bill] Cole. They wanted to
go through without an escort, but
Capt. Desasuer would not allow
them as he did not consider it safe
and decided to send an escort with
them part of the way or until Smith
thought he was out of danger. A de
tail was made up of seven men from
each Company, one commissioned of
fIcer, Lt. Otis, and two non-com
missioned Officers, Sgt. Cavendish
and Corporal Richmond, a total of
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thirty. I was one of the detail of my
Company and the next morning as
the command started East towards
Fort Riley, we went West with the
mail. We passed Pawnee Rock (about
15 miles) at 10.30 A. M. and reached
a creek called Pawnee Ford [Fork] at
2 P. M. where we made camp for the
night. Smith was very impatient at
the slow travelling and said he didn't
believe there was an Indian in the
country. Otis tried to reason with
him but to no avail and at 4 P. M. the
mail pulled out. That was the last
time we saw Larry and Mike Smith
alive.

The next morning, just as we were
ready to start back, a man bare
headed and covered with blood rode
into camp. We at once gathered
around him and found that it was
Cole, the extra hand, who was with
the mail wagon the day before. He
was weak from the loss of blood and
suffering intense pain from wounds.
His shoulder and arm were broken
and the top of his head was nearly
scalped. He told us, that as they
crossed a dry run called Jones Dry
Fork about six miles from where we
were, the Indians came out ofthe dry
creek bed and surrounded them, cry
ing: "wano Americano." The wagon
was stopped and conductor Smith or
dered Cole to get out and give them
whatever they wanted; he gave them
a large box of sugar crackers, coffee,
bacon, hams and some flour. Mer
they had eaten what they wanted,
the chief or the one acting as such,
motioned for Cole to get up behind
him on the pony. When Cole refused
to do so, two of them jumped off their
ponies, grabbed him and tried to
force him to get on the pony. He
jerked loose and ran around to the
other side of the wagon and climbed
in. In the mean time the Smiths had
been turning the wagon around and
got ready to start back towards our
camp, but just then they opened fIre,
killing both brothers at the first vol
ley. Larry was shot and killed with
arrows, one going right through his
heart, Mike was shot through the
head.

When Cole got into the wagon, he
picked up the lines from the dead
man's hands and started the team.
Just then he was shot and although
suffering terribly, he held the lines
with his right hand. The firing
frightened the horses and they ran a
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good gait. One Indian tried several
times to run in front of them but
failed in the attempt and Cole de
cided to shoot him the next time he
tried. The mules kept up the pace un
til they passed the bottom of the dry
creek, when they came to a walk and
as they got on top of the bank, the
same Indian rushed forward again,
but just as he got in front of the
mules Cole fIred his Sharp's carbine,
killing him. He rolled off his pony in
front of the mules, which caused
them to turn from the road and make
a curve towards a large cottonwood
tree standing near the creek. By this
time it was getting dark and as the
team turned, Cole jumped out of the
wagon and laid flat on the ground.
No one had seen him jump and when
the Indians got up on the bank of the
creek, they did not follow the curved
tracks made by the wagon wheels,
but went straight from the creek bed
to the cottonwood tree, where the
mules stopped. They undoubtedly
expected to fInd the bodies of the
Smiths and Cole in the wagon and
their disappointment at not fInding
the latter was plainly told by their
howls. Two of them started back on
the trail of the wagon wheels, while
the others scalped poor Smith and
plundered the wagon. The two on the
trail of the wagon wheels kept to
gether until about two hundred feet
from where Cole was, when one cir
cled to the right and the other to the
left, leaving him in the middle be
tween them. They met on the road
and followed it down into the creek
bed. Cole from his prone position
could see them, while they on their
ponies could not see an object on the
ground and naturally supposed that
he had hid somewhere along the
bank of the creek.

As soon as they [the Indians] dis
appeared down the creek bank, Cole
commenced dragging himself along
on the ground, by catching the Buf
falo grass with his good hand. He
kept this up until he fainted from
pain and loss of blood. How long he
laid there he does not know, but the
pain ofhis wounds and the cold night
air caused him considerable suffer
ing. He crawled up on his feet and
looked around but could not tell
where he was. He had seen a camp
fIre a long ways off and thinking it
was our campfrre started in that di
rection until after a long wearisome
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tramp he got near enough to it, to
hear dogs barking. He nearly fainted
again, as he knew, that there were
no dogs in the soldiers camp and that
it must be an Indian camp. He imme
diately turned back to get as far
away from that campfire as possible,
and trudged along reaching the
Santa Fe trail a little before day
light, where he was lucky enough to
meet a party of returning Pike's
Peakers, consisting of 15 wagons, 21
men, 16 women and 10 children, to
whom he told what had happened.
They dressed his wounds as well as
possible and as he knew we were to
start back in the morning, he in
sisted that they let him have a mule
and rode as fast as he could to reach
us.

Lt. Otis decided to proceed to
Jones' Creek, bury the Smith boys
and escort the Pike's Peakers back to
the settlements. He picked two men
with best and fastest horses to take a
dispatch to Capt. Desasuer to report
what had happened. These two men
rode 90 miles that day and overtook
the command at Cow Creek, where it
went into camp to wait for us. We
went on to Jones Creek and met the
Peakers, who had made camp near a
waterhole in that creek. We bor
rowed some picks and shovels from
them and they helped us dig a wide
deep grave and buried the Smiths.
We then made another start for the
command. The Peakers all had small
rifles and plenty of ammunition; the
women also had small rifles and
were not afraid to use them, making
in all over 60 carbines and rifles, be
sides each cavalry man had a heavy
revolver and a saber, so we felt per
fectly safe.

When we got to Ash Creek about 5
miles East of Pawnee Fork, we saw
an Indian talking to a greaser, who
was jerking Buffalo meat, but as
soon as the Indian spied us he gal
loped off. One of our men could talk
Mexican and the greaser told him
the Indians were massed on the
ridge or bluff running from Ash
Creek to Pawnee Rock, about ten
miles distant, where the road ran
parallel to and about a quarter mile
from the bluff. We placed the wagons
in the center and moved on; the
women or larger children drove,
while the men walked on the side of
the next bluffs and the cavalry front
and rear of them. The women were
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brave and even the children were
plucky; poor Cole, whom we had
placed in a wagon insisted that he
would fight too, so we propped him
up on a bed, with his Sharp's carbine
which was found at the place where
he jumped out of the mailwagon.
This was the same kind of carbine,
we were using.

Pretty soon we came in sight of
the Indians scattered along the bluff
as far as we could see, moving up and
down the sides of the slope. They did
everything possible to draw us on,
and away from the wagons, but Otis
gave positive orders, that we were
not to fire a shot unless attacked and
under no circumstances to leave the
wagons. They did not attack us and
we moved along as rapidly as possi
ble, until we arrived at a crescent
shaped pond about 5 miles East of
Pawnee Rock, where we made Camp
for the night. The wagons were
placed so as to make a barricade
from one point of the crescent
shaped pond to the other, making a
pretty good defensive position in
case we were bothered.

The next day we reached the Big
Bend of the Arkansas River and the
day thereafter found our command
at Cow Creek, where K Company
awaited us, the other Companies
having gone to Fort Riley. Lt. Otis
and the men of the other Companies
left us the next morning, taking Cole
with them to the Hospital at the Fort
where he eventually recovered, and
the Peakers went on to the settle
ments. We remained until the 27th
of November, guarding the mail be
tween Cow Creek and Fort Union,
New Mexico (600 miles), when we
were relieved by Lt. Bell and a detail
of 40 men, who made their head
quarters at Pawnee Fork, and
started to build Fort Larned.

We reached Fort Riley on the 29th
and the next day I was detailed for
guard duty. The guardhouse was a
two-story building and like all the
buildings there was built of rock, the
lower story being used as a guard
house while the upper part was an
Assembly-room for the reserve
guards, reached by a wide stairway.
I was placed on Post number One
and part of my duties were to guard a
couple of soldiers, who were sen
tenced to walk in front ofnumber one
and carry a knapsack with 30
pounds of brick in it for 30 days. One
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of them asked to be allowed to take
off his knapsack and draw a bucket
of water from the well at one end of
the Post, and as the day was cold, I
did not want to call any of the men
out, so allowed him to do as he re
quested.

They had their drink and just as
he was putting on the knapsack, the
officer of the Day, Capt. Nathaniel
Lyon, came in sight, so I called out:
"Turn out the Guard, Officer of the
day." He answered, angrily and
sharply: "Never mind the Guard," so
I called out: "Never mind the Guard"
and came to a proper salute. He paid
no attention to the salute, but
walked straight up to me and asked:
"How long have you been in the serv
ice, sir?"

You learn fast in the Army, and
quick as a flash it occurred to me,
that a batch of recruits had arrived
at the Fort about two weeks before
and some of them were assigned to
K; so I answered: "A little over two
weeks sir." He asked the Sergeant of
the Guard, Lon Stokes, who be
longed to K if that was true and he
promptly lied like a gentleman for
me and said it was. He then turned
to me and said: "It is a good thing for
you, that you are a recruit, or I would
punish you properly, sir, for letting
that prisoner take off his knapsack,
sir."

This was the fIrst time I had seen
the Captain, but I knew of him well
by reputation and that was, that he
was the most tyrannical officer in the
Army. It was reported of him, that
one time a batch of recruits came to
his Company and he got them in line
and commenced with the man on the
right as follows: "How long have you
been in the service, sir?" The man
would tell him. "Have you ever been
punished, sir?" The man said "No."
"Well, I will punish you, sir, I will
punish you properly, sir." The next
one told him he had been punished,
and Lyon said: ''You were not pun
ished properly, sir, I will punish you
properly, sir," and so on. Every one
had to be punished and no one knew
how to punish properly excepting
Captain Lyon himself. His after ca
reer showed, that he was fitted for a
large command, not a small one, and
his patriotism showed bright when
the opportunity offered. He never
had the softening influence of a
home, as he was an old bachelor and
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therefor cranky. But issues raised by
the War gave his brain sufficient ma
terial to work on and made him a
great General. I at least had no cause
for complaint, as I considered I got
off easy. [General Nathaniel Lyon
was the first Union general killed in
the Civil War, at Wilson's Creek,
Missouri, August 10, 1861.]

Lyon commanded B Company and
Capt. and brevet Major [Henry W.]
Wessel[l]s, commanded G Company,
2nd Infantry. Lyon and his Company
were sent to St. Louis Arsenal in
April of 1860 and Wessels to the new
Fort Larned. Colonel F. W. Schaurte
was then 1st Sergeant of Wessels
CompanyG.

Preparations were made for a gen
eral crusade against the Indians as
soon as the grass started, as our
horses as well as the Indians' had to
subsist on it. There were two col
umns put in the field; our 4 Compa
nies of the 1st Cavalry and two Com
panies of the 2nd Dragoons, com
manded respectively by Capt. [Wil
liam] Steel[e] and Lt. [Francis C.]
Armstrong. 2nd Lt. Merell [Lewis
Merrill] was also with them. Major
John Sedgwick, 1st Cavalry in com
mand. The other column was com
posed of the six Companies of the 1st
Cavalry, stationed at Fort Smith,
Ancheta [Oauchita or Washita] and
Cobb, under command of Capt. Stur
ges.

We left Fort Riley about the 1st of
May 1860, marched to Fort Larned
and there completed our outfitting
with pack mules; we did not take any
wagons, except an ammunition
wagon and one ambulance. We
crossed the Arkansas River near
Fort Larned and struck for the North
Fork of the Canadian River. We
scouted through that country for
some time, stopping now and then
for a few minutes to allow the men to
get off their horses and stretch, as is
the custom. My horse had a sore back
and I was riding a pet mule we had.
At one place where we stopped to
stretch, I dropped the reins on the
mule's neck, lazily swung my carbine
over my shoulder, and placed my
right foot on the ground. My spur
caught in the coil of the lariat rope as
I drew my foot from the stirrup, and
as I stooped to release it, the carbine
slipped off my shoulder and struck
the mule. This made her jump, which
drew my foot in the coil of rope and
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threw me on my back. The mule see
ing me fall, became frightened and
)'an, dragging me behind her. The
carbine was fastened to my shoulder
belt by a swivel and every now and
then gave me a whack on the head.
Lt. J. E. B. Stuart hollered out: "Stop
that mule, or she'll drag that pack to
pieces." About that time, the ring
holding the lariat broke and I was re
leased, but I never forgave Stuart for
his joke.

We moved through part of New
Mexico [Oklahoma?], called the Salt
or Sand desert and recrossed the Ar
kansas River at Anberry's [Aubrey's]
Crossing, Colorado Territory [Kan
Has]. Company G was sent scouting
while the remainder stayed on the
)'iver bank to rest the horses, as they
were pretty well fagged out. Com
pany G struck the trail of a band of
the Kiowas about 40 miles North of
the Arkansas. Lieutenants J. E. B.
Stuart and Bayard immediately
c:harged them and had a running
fight until they reached a creek,
c:alled Black Water. The Indians
were hampered with their squaws
and children and were compelled to
make a stand. Stuart charged again,
killing about twenty. The Indians
broke, leaving their squaws, teepees
and a hundred ponies. Lt. Bayard
was hit by an arrow in the cheekbone
just below the eye. Sergeant Ock
leston was shot in the left arm and
two privates slightly wounded. Two
days later they returned to camp.
About the same time Sturges caught
up with their main body on the Re
publican River above where Concor
dia, Kansas, now stands and gave
1hem battle, killing a large number.
Their chiefs then sued for peace.

The Government appointed a
commission to meet the five tribes at
Bents Fort, 60 miles above Anberry's
[Aubrey's] Crossing. At this point the
Government decided to establish
Fort Wise, named in honor of Gover
nor Wise of Virginia. Major Sedg
wick was assigned as commander
and our four Companies as a garri
Hon. We used Bents old [new] Fort as
a quartermaster department and
erected the officers and Company
quarters, about one-half mile above.
We remained there until the latter
part of October 1861, when we were
ordered to Fort Leavenworth. [The
name of Fort Wise was changed to
Ti'ort Lyon, to honor Nathaniel Lyon.]
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There was an intense political
feeling, especially among the officers
who were nearly all democrats; the
enlisted men had little to say, but the
officers talked freely, especially
those from the South, who predicted
that Breckenridge [Breckinridge]
would surely be elected. As we re
ceived our mail only once a month
and sometimes six weeks, the result
of the election was not received until
about the middle of December 1860,
and it caused considerable conster
nation among the officers. The
Southerners talked treason while
the northern ones commenced to
hedge. In the early part of 1861, sev
eral of them got leave of absence and
returned to the States. Among them
Major Sedgwick and Capt. Geo. H.
Stuart.

In the latter part of Maya large
party of traitors came through from
New Mexico, officers and their fami
lies from the Mounted Rifles. They
had twelve ambulances and fifteen
Government wagons, with an escort
of 50 men from the mounted rifles,
all supplied with Government provi
sions. They were royally received by
our officers and as they marched on
to the parade ground, our band was
ordered to play "Dixie" for them.
They remained two days to rest up
and then went on to attempt to de
stroy the Government and Flag, they
had sworn to protect, using Govern
ment troops, ambulances, wagons
and provisions in doing so. J. E. B.
Stuart accompanied them for which
the enlisted men were not sorry. Ma
jor Sedgwick went East shortly after
the election and the command de
volved on Capt. Desasuer of South
Carolina, an ardent rebel. Some of us
were afraid, that he would start with
the Companies south to Texas and
surrender us. The feeling among the
enlisted men was intensely loyal and
some of each Company got together
and organized a lodge of "Good Tem
plars," sworn to secrecy, ostensibly
for the promotion of temperance, but
really to capture Desasuer, should
he attempt to take us South. He
must have suspected something like
that for he never made the attempt,
and for the honor of the old 1st Cav
alry, not one of the enlisted men ever
went South or left the flag to my
knowledge. On leaving Fort Wise, K
Company had only 36 enlisted men
and of these 10 were commissioned
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in the regulars or volunteers.
When the traitor, General [David

E.] Twiggs, surrendered the De
partment of Texas, the six Com
panies of the 1st Cavalry in the
Indian Territory were included, but
the noble, loyal Captain Sturgis, who
was in command, disregarded the
order, gathered his scattered
Companies together and marched
from Fort Cobb in the Ancheta
[Oauchita] Mountains, 800 miles to
Leavenworth, taking over 200 six
mule wagons loaded with
Commissary and quartermaster
stores, 25 ambulances and $300.000.
[sic]-in gold. Of our officers who
remained loyal and gained dis
tinction were General Sedgwick,
General Thomas Wood, General
David Stanley, General W. H.
Emory, General Eli Long and
General Bayard (Gettysburg, only
one killed). Of those who went South
are General J. E. B. Stuart, who was
killed by Sheridan's troops, General
Lomax, whom Sheridan licked so
badly in Virginia and Generals
Jackson and Ives.

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
Mary Jean Straw Cook. Dona Tules:
Santa Fe's Courtesan and Gambler.
Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2007. pp. xiv + 173. Il
lustrations, appendices, notes, bibli
ography, index. Cloth, $21.95 + ship
ping. Available from Last Chance
Store.

Mary Jean Cook has spent many
years searching for the elusive de
tails of this remarkable woman,
Maria Gertrudis Barcelo, the "cele
brated gambler and courtesan of the
1820s and 1840s." Known as Dona
Tules, this famous (or infamous) and
enterprising woman was a success
ful entrepreneur in Santa Fe and in
vested in the Santa Fe trade.

She had "extraordinary percep
tion of and power over the male psy
che." and was "a genius at the art" of
the "manipulation of men." An as
tute businesswoman. she built a for
tune on gambling, prostitution.
horse racing, cock fighting, and in
vestments.
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A new Pike National Historic
Trail Association is being formed.
For more information, please contact
Harv Hisgen, 10060 Blue Sky Tr,
Conifer CO 80433.

The new Smoky Hill Trail Asso
ciation invites anyone interested in
this historic route to join. Member
ship is $25 per year for individuals
and $30 for families. Send to
SmHTA, PO Box 322. WaKeeney KS
67672.

route or enjoying a vicarious venture
from your favorite easy chair.

SFTA has recognized Franzwa's
trail work with an Award of Merit
and the Rittenhouse Award for life
time achievement. Now it would be
great if he would get his Santa Fe
Trail Revisited back in print.

The Fort Larned Old Guard and
the Society of Friends of Historic
Fort Hays will join to offer a special
program on April 26 at Fort Hays
State Historic Site, with speakers
looking at the Hancock Expedition of
1867, Indian reactions to the de
struction of the Cheyenne and Sioux
village, and the role of Indian Agent
Edward Wynkoop.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-
•

•

•

•

John Conoboy has retired from his
position with the NPS Long Distance
Trails Office in Santa Fe. where he
has worked closely with SFTA. His
replacement is Sharon Brown. She
looks forward to working with SFTA.

• • • •
F. Eugene Barber has written a

novel, Spoon Valley: Along the Santa
Fe Trail, which may be ordered from
<www.authorhouse.com>.

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS

Paula Manini, editor
This column lists events and news

from Trail sites, museums, and re
lated organizations. Please send in
formation following the format be
low. Be sure to include your address,
phone number, and e-mail. The next
column will list hours and activities

Thompson, has been the leader
among those trying to find the an
swers and understand the circum
stances which led to the untimely de
mise of the young nun. Dr. Thomp
son has spent a good portion of her
adult life seeking the truth. This vol
ume contains the results of her re
search, including all the details from
planning to completion of Bishop
Lamy's efforts to bring more priests
and nuns to his diocese in 1867.
Lamy led the party over the Santa Fe
Trail. American Caravan presents
the intriguing story of that fateful
crossing of the Great Plains. Choos
ing a format similar to Geoffrey
Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, Dr.
Thompson has arranged the story as
seen from the viewpoint of many of
the participants.

What happened is the overall goal
of this investigation. A combination
of circumstances (including the
flooded streams caused by unusually
heavy rains, the Indian hostilities
sparked by General Winfield S. Han
cock's capture and burning of a
Cheyenne and Sioux village on
Pawnee Fork in April 1867, and the
worst outbreak of Asiatic cholera
along the Santa Fe Trail during its
60-year history) dictated the routes
of travel taken by Bishop Lamy's
caravan and the multiple hazards it
faced along the way. The telling of
the details from the various view
points provides the elements of
drama, mystery, and tragedy that
combine to make American Caravan
a gripping and captivating book. At
long last the story of Sister Alphonsa
Thompson takes its rightful place
among the vast literature of the
Santa Fe Trail.

• • • •
Gregory M. Franzwa. The Mormon
Trail Revisited. Tooele, Utah: The
Patrice Press, 2007. Pp. xxix + 254.
Maps. Illustrations, index. Cloth,
$39.95; Paper, $24.95 + shipping.
Available from <www.patricepress.
com>.

Gregory Franzwa. that grand old
man of the overland trails. has done
it again, produced another outstand
ing guidebook to a historic trail.
With complete driving instructions,
detailed maps, some 200 photo
graphs, and descriptions of sites
along the way, this book makes
travel of the Mormon Trail easy and
fun, whether you are driving the

She loaned money to U.s. Army
personnel, gave charity to the needy,
aided Bishop Jean Baptiste Lamy
and the Catholic Church (upon her
death in 1852 she was given a grand
funeral and buried in the parish
church in Santa Fe), and was ac
cepted as one of the elite of society in
Santa Fe.

Cook has provided the definitive
biography of Dona Tules, a notable
achievement given the paucity of
personal records (Barcelo's will, in
cluding her signature, is one of the
few documents directly connected to
her). The stories of her family, her
marriage, her lovers. her businesses,
her home and other properties, her
talents, her charities, and her sig
nificance are all here.

Dona Tules was possibly the most
influential woman associated with
the Santa Fe Trail. She now joins the
growing list of women connected to
the Trail whose stories have been
told. Her name, Cook declares, "still
lingers at the intersection of Burro
Alley and Palace Avenue" in Santa
Fe. This finely-crafted book is highly
recommended.

• • • •
Alice Anne Thompson. American
Caravan. Independence: Two Trails
Publishing, 2007. Pp. 292. Maps. il
lustrations, appendices, notes, bibli
ography, index. Paper, $24.95 +
shipping. Available from Last
Chance Store.

The tragic tale of the death and
burial of 19-year-old Mary Alphonsa
Thompson, Sisters of Loretto, on the
Santa Fe Trail in present western
Kansas in the summer of 1867 is one
of the great mysteries as well as one
of the most touching human-interest
stories in the history of the Trail The
young nun was recruited from her
Kentucky mother house by Bishop
Jean Baptiste Lamy of Santa Fe, and
she was one of 26 members of Lamy's
caravan that traveled from Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, to Santa Fe,
New Mexico, during one of the most
dangerous years on the Santa Fe
Road. Exactly where Sister Mary
Alphonsa died, the cause of her
death, and the location of her grave
(despite repeated attempts to locate
the site) remain at the top of the list
of unsolved mysteries in the long and
dramatic history of the Trail.

Alice Anne Thompson, great
great-niece of Sister Mary Alphonsa
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scheduled for June through August.
To be included, send information to
Paula Manini at the Trinidad His
tory Museum (see below) by April 15,
2008. Also, please keep sending any
ehanges regarding e-mail addresses,
contact information, news, and
ehanges of hours open.
Arthur Roy Mitchell Memorial Museum

of Western Art
150 East Main St
'l'r1nidad CO 81082
7elephone: 719·846-4224
.:-mall: mltchellmuseum@qwest.net
• Enjoy artwork of Trinidad native

A. R. Mitchell, Harvey Dunn, and
other Western artists. The mu
seum also features historic photo
graphs, Hispanic folk art, Indian
artifacts, and cowboy gear.

. The Museum and Gift Shop will
open on May 1 and be open Tues
day-Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
through the summer.
Admission: $3 for adults; members
and children 12 and under free.

Arrow Rock State Historic Site
ttO Box 124
Arrow Rock MO 65320
'elephone: 660-837-3231 or 3330
t:-mall: kborgman@iland.net
Websltes: www.arrowrock.org;
www.mostateparks.com/arrowrock.
htm
, Open 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday;

Sunday by chance.
Barton County Museum & Village
PO Box 1091
lireat Bend KS 67530
Telephone: 620-793-5125
Website: www.bartoncountymuseum
.org

Open Wednesday-Friday, 10 a.m.
5 p.m.; Saturday, ·1-5 p.m. Group
tours available by reservation.
Kent's Old Fort National Historic Site
35110 Highway 194 East
La Junta CO 81050
Telephone: 719-383·5010
F.-mall: rlck_wallner@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov.beol

Open 9 a.m. To 4 p.m. daily with
guided tours offered at 10:30 a.m.
and 1:00 p.m. To schedule group
tours, call 719-383-5026.
May 5 - September 2: Trails and
Rails Trips narrated excursions
aboard Amtrak's Southwest Chief
depart La Junta, CO, on Mondays
and Fridays for overnight trips to
Albuquerque, NM. Follow the
Mountain Route of the Trail over
Raton Pass while learning stories
of people, plants, and animals
along the way. For more informa
tion, call 719-383-5024.
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May 10: Santa Fe Trail Caravan.
Take a 3-mile hike on the Trail be
hind an ox-driven Conestoga
wagon. Call for more information.

Boggsville Historic Site
PO Box 68
Las Animas CO 81054
Telephone: 719-456-1358
E-mail: boggsvllle67@Yahoo.com
Website: www.bentcounty.org/slte
sandcelebratlons/hlstorlc/htm
• Contact Boggsville for tours and activi-

ties.
Boot Hill Museum
Front Street
Dodge City KS 67801
Telephone: 620-227-8188
E-mail: frontst@pld.com
Website: www.boothlll.org
• Museum: Call for hours.
• Boot Hill Cemetery, Boot Hill &

Front Street: Open Monday
Satur- day 9:00-5:00 and Sunday
1:00-5:00.
Santa Fe Trail Ruts nine miles
west of Dodge City on US Hwy
400; markers and observation
point. Open during daylight hours.

Cimarron Heritage Center Museum
PO Box 214
Boise City OK 73933
Telephone: 580-544-3479
E-mail: museum@ptsl.net
Website: www.ptsl.net/users/museum
• Open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.

12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m., except major
holidays.

Cimarron Recreation Area
Cimarron National Grassland
PO Box 300
242 E Highway 56
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-4621
E-mail: sharilbutler@fs.fed.us
Website: www.fs.fed.us/r2/pslcc/cim
• Call for hours and activities or

visit the web site.
Citizens Committee for Historic Preser
vation
127 Bridge Street
PO Box 728
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-425-8802
E-mail: hlstorlc@cybermesa.com

· Call for event information.
Coronado Qulvira Museum
Rice County Historical Society
105 West Lyon
Lyons KS 67554
Telephone: 620-257-3941
E-mail: cqmuseum@hotmall.com
· Open Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00.

Sunday 1:00 to 5:00, closed major
holidays.

Friends of Arrow Rock
309 Main
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231
E-mail: kborgman@iland.net

Wagon Tracks

Websltes: www.frIendsar.org; www.ar
rowrock.org; www.lyceumetheatre.
org
• Call for hours and events.
Fort Union National Monument
PO Box 127
Watrous NM 87753
Telephone: 505-425-8025
E-mail: founJnterpretation@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/foun
• Open Monday-Sunday except for

major holidays. Located 8 miles
north ofInterstate 25 at the end of
NM Highway 161.

• Self-guided interpretive trails (1.6
mile and .5 mile) through the ru
ins. Guided tours by request;
groups of ten or more people need
advance reservations.

Gas and Historical Museum
Stevens County Historical Society
PO Box 87
Hugoton KS 67951
Telephone: 620-544-8751
E-mail: svcomus@pld.com
• Call for hours and events.
Grant County Chamber of Commerce
113-B South Main
Ulysses KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-4700
Website: www.ulysseschamber.org

• Call for hours and activities.
Herzsteln Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society
PO Box 75 (2nd &Walnut Sts.)
Clayton NM 88415
Telephone: 505-374-2977
E-mail: uchS@plateautel.net
• Call for hours and events.
Historic Adobe Museum
PO Box 909 (300 E Oklahoma)
Ulysses, KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-3009
E-mail: ulyksmus@pld.com

• Open Monday-Friday 10:00-5:00
and Saturday & Sunday 1:00-5:00.
Closed holidays.

Historic Trinidad, Colorado
City of Trinidad Tourism Board
PO Bos 880
Trinidad, C 81082
Website: www.hlstorictrlnldad.com

• Founded on the Santa Fe Trail in
1861, Trinidad is on the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Auto Route
and Colorado's Santa Fe Trail Sce
nic and Historic Byway.

• In January, True West Magazine
designated Trinidad as the na
tion's third best western town to
visit in 2008

• Trinidad boasts four museums, an
acclaimed national historic dis
trict, the Purgatoire River Walk,
summer performances by the
Southern Colorado Repertory
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Theatre. the Trinidaddio Blues
Festival, and numerous recrea
tional activities for people of all
ages.

Jefferson Nat. Expansion Memorial
11 N Fourth Street
St. Louis. MO 63102
Telephone: 314-655-1631
E-mail: tom_dewey@partner.nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/jeff
• Visit the Gateway Arch, Museum

of Westward Expansion, and the
Old Courthouse. This National
Park Service site commemorates
St. Louis's role in westward expan
sion during the 1800s and honors
individuals such as Dred and Har
riet Scott who sued for their free
dom in the Old Courthouse.

• All ranger-led and special mu
seum programs are free of charge.
Fees charged for the tram ride to
the top of the Gateway Arch and
ftlms shown in the visitor center.

Koshare Museum
Otero State Junior College
115 West 18th Street
La Junta. CO 81050
Telephone: 719-385-4411
Website: www.koshare.org
• Call for hours and events..
• Trading Post: online at koshare.

org.
Las Vegas Museum
727 Grand Ave
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-454-1401. ext. 248
E-mail: Igeglck@desertgate.com

• Call for hours and events.
Morton County Hlst. Society Museum
370 E Highway 56 (PO Box 1248)
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-2833 or 4390
E-mail: mtcomuseum@elkhart.com
Website: www.mtcoks.com/museum
• Open Tuesday-Friday 1:00-5:00,

weekends by appointment.
• A Santa Fe National Historic Trail

official interpretive facility.
Otero Museum
706 W. Third St.
La Junta. CO 81050
Telephone: 719-384-7500
Cell phone: 719-980-3193
E-mail: oteromuseum@centurytel.net

• Call to schedule tours through
May.

Santa Fe Trail Center Museum &L1brary
1349 K-156 Hwy
Larned. KS 67550
Telephone: 620-285-2054
E-mail: museum@santafetrallcen
ter.org
Website: www.santafetrallcenter.org
· Santa Fe Trail Center: Open

Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed Mon
days until Memorial Day.

South Platte Valley Historical Society
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PO Box 633
Fort Lupton CO 80621
Telephone: 303-857-2123
Website: www.spvhs.org
• Call ahead to visit the Donelson

Homestead House, 1875 Inde
pendence School, and the Fort
Lupton Museum. Call for ad
dresses and hours.

• Visitor Center open 10:00 - 3:00
Wednesday-Sunday.

Trinidad History Museum
(Colorado Historical Society)
312 EMain (PO Box 377)
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
E-mail: paula.maninl@chs.state.co.us
Website: www.coloradohistory.org
• Trinidad History Museum fea

tures the Baca House, Bloom Man
sion, Santa Fe Trail Museum,
Baca-Bloom Gardens, Bookstore,
and the Trinidad and Byways In
formation Center.

• Museum Bookstore and Informa
tion Center open Tuesday
Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m..

• Baca-Bloom Heritage Gardens
open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4
p.m. For freed self-guided walking
tours.

• Baca House and Santa Fe Trail
Museum may be available for
groups of 12 or more with reserva
tions. The Bloom Mansion is
closed for restoration.

• May I-September 30: The mu
seum will be open; a detailed
schedule TBA.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS
Cimarron Cutoff
President Myrna Barnes
PO Box 121
Elkhart KS 67950
(620) 697-2330

The chapter sadly reports the
death of President D. Ray Blakeley
in December.
Wagon Bed Spring
President Edward Dowell
HC 1 Box3B
Hugoton KS 67951
(620) 544-2383
<wagonbeded@netscape.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th St
Lyndon KS 66451
(785) 828-3739
<carolretzer@direcway.com>

No report.

Wagon Tracks

End of the Troll
La Alcaldesa Joy Poole
125 W Lupita Rd
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 820-7828
<amusejoy@aol.com>

On November 17, the chapter met
at the Eldorado Community Center,
with a program about the fur trade
by Helmut Schmidt. On January 12
New Mexico State Historian Estevan
Rael-Galvez spoke about EI Camino
Real. The next meeting is March 8,
Eldorado Community Center, 1:30
p.m., program by David Remley,
"The Journal of John Watts: Adios
Nuevo Mexico."

Chapter board members for 2008
are Joy Poole, La Alcadesa; Alan
Wheeler, Program VP; Helen Geer,
Treasurer; Mary Lundell, Secretary;
and Directors Mike Najdowski and
Gail Bryant.

The chapter has distributed 1.5
boxes of the Santa Fe Trail place
mats to two restaurants, Upper
Crust and Maria's, and half a box
were inserted into the educational
school trunks.
Corazon de los Camlnos
President Faye Gaines
HCR 60 Box 27
Springer NM 87747
(505) 485-2473

The chapter sadly reports the
death of President Bill Soderman in
December.

Wet/Dry Routes
President David Clapsaddle
215 Mann
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3295
<adsaddle@cox.net>

The chapter met January 20 at
Kinsley, Kansas, with 77 members
and guests present. Following a
covered dish dinner, the Faye
Anderson Award was presented to
the Jerome Herrmann family on
whose property some of the most
profound ruts of the Santa Fe Trail
remain on the Dry Route northwest
of Kinsley. Also, prizes were
awarded to fifth-grade students from
Lewis, Kansas, who participated in
the 2007 Santa Fe Trail Poster
Contest sponsored by the chapter:
first prize, Brad Newsom; second
prize, Devon Lininger; third prize,
Irving Navarro.

In the business session, reports
were given on the placement of
markers at Mulberry Creek; paint-
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ing completed at Zebulon Pike Plaza
in Larned; the field trip conducted to
DAR markers in Pawnee, Edwards,
and Ford Counties; and the Rules
and Regulations by which to Con
duct Wagon Trains handbook which
has been reprinted by the chapter. In
other business, a stated amount per
month was approved for chapter
telephone expenses. Newly-elected
2008 officers are President David
Clapsaddle, Vice-President Rosetta
Graff, Secretary-Treasurer Merlene
Baird, and Program Director David
Clapsaddle. The program was pre
sented by SFTA Association Man
ager Harry Myers on "The Santa Fe
Trail Before Becknell."

The spring meeting is scheduled
for April 13, 1:00 p.m., at the Fort
Larned National Historic Site with
Ranger George Elmore presenting
the program on frontier artillery.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Jim Sherer
1908 La Mesa Dr
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-7377
<sherer@cjnetworks.com>

No report.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1421 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900
<rslusher@yahoo.com>

Members of the chapter and the
community met at the National
Frontier Trails Museum on
November 17 to award to Jane
Mallinson the MRO Outstanding
Achievement Award for her years of
dedication and service to promotion,
protection, and preservation of the
trails at the state and national
levels. On January 26 MRO
members and others met for a
presentation by Ann Birney, a first
person rendition of Santa Fe Trail
traveler Julia Archibald Holmes,
who climbed Pikes Peak in 1858. The
chapter is planning a meeting with
Association Manager Harry Myers
for a program in March. Trail guide
Ross Marshall announced that a bus
tour is scheduled for Saturday, May
3, that will visit trail parks,
sculptures, and new trail markers in
the greater Kansas City area. MRO
currently has 61 members.

Quivira
President Linda Colle
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Steve & Glenda Schmidt. Cottonwood
Crossing Chapter. recently purchased
one of the oval Trail signs placed on
schools in 1948. They bought this at an
auction and are seeking information
about the school on which It was lo
cated.
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-3800
<blkcolle@swbell.net>

The chapter met January 21 at
the Country Kitchen in McPherson.
SFTA Association Manager Harry
Myers presented the program about
Mrican-Amercians on the Trail and
discussed the National Park Service
proceess for certification of historic
sites along the Trail.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Steve Schmidt
1120 Cobblestone Ct
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 245-0715
<wfordok@yahoo.com>

The chapter met November 8 in
Galva. We were privileged to have
John Atkinson as our guest speaker.
He explained the Resources Plan of
the NSFTA. He also gave us insight
into life of William Bent by imper
sonating this important trader of the
western plains.

Our main project for the coming
year is updating the Lost Springs
site, working with the National
Park Service. We plan to move the
marker of the Lost Spring station
across the road. It was placed by the
Shields family 100 years ago. We
plan to observe the anniversary date
on the marker: July 4, 1908.

Bent's Fort
President Don Lowman
1202 Park Ave
La Junta CO 81050
(719) 384-7406
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<dlowman@centurytel.net>
Members toured the Kit Carson

Museum in July and enjoyed a pres
entation on Miguel Otero and his
connection with the Santa Fe Trail.
It was interesting and informative.

August was spent preparing for
the symposium, a very busy time for
symposium committee members.

September was the symposium;
see final report in this issue of WT.

In October the chapter toured the
Ming Ranch. Thirty-Three Bar
Ranch. American Indian items were
shown from the area and members
saw ~ypical camp sites, tipi rings,
steppmg stones, and rocks arranged
to point to nearby water sources. A
fantastic tour was enjoyed by all at
tending. Many thanks to Lolly and
Don Ming.

Charlie Hutton and Pat Palmer
have done a great job in 2007. They
maintained (cleaned, mowed, etc.)
all the DAR Markers in Colorado.
The bylaws are being reviewed for
any updates or changes by a volun
teer committee.

HELP WANTED I
A wooden grave marker recently

offered for sale contains the inscrip
tion:

IN MEMORY
OF

JACOB CLAY
BORN 1826
DIED 1849

KILLED
BY

INDIANS
Attached to the marker is this

note: "This grave marker was found
in a barn in Council Grove Kansas
in an estate sale in 1988.' It is be~
lieved to have originally been found
by an early settler on the open prai
rie near Council Grove."

National Frontier Trails Museum
Director John Mark Lambertson has
attempted to verify the death of Ja
cob Clay and the authenticity of this
marker, without success. If anyone
can shed any light on this, please
contact him: 318 W Pacific, Inde
pence MO 64050 or <JLAMBERT
SON@indepmo.org>.

I NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue. If
there is an error in this information
please send corrections to the editor:
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We thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Craig & Nancy Bellati, 4 New West

Ct, Santa Fe NM 87506
George & Pat Blinn, 15 Cielo Tran

quilo Ct, Santa Fe NM 87508
Cliff & Carol Danielson, 19 Esquina

Rd, Santa Fe NM 87508

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Rachael Ahlers, 1221 A Webster,

Chillicothe MO 64601
Quentin L. Albrecht, 449 SW 25th

St, Trenton MO 64683
Mary Barnett, 405 Keyte, Brunswick

MO 65236
A. J. Beretta, PO Box 71, Eagle Nest

NM 87718
Brenda Block, 14329 LIV 238, Chilli

cothe MO 64601
Jean Bosworth, 780 SE 90th, St Jo

seph MO 64507
Roger Boyd, PO Box 379, Baldwin

City KS 66006
Robin Dredge, 1239 W 16th St, Ma

ryville MO 64468
Brenda Flood, 1113 S 17th St, Beth

anyMO 64424
Cynthia Foster, 633 Hwy K, Laredo

MO 64652
Teresa Galetich-Bayless, 30062 E

240th St, Ridgeway MO 64481
Tom Gatson, 27190 Jena, Brookfield

MO 64628
Elmer Gaug, RR 2 Box 198, Mead

ville MO 64659
Bryan Grow, 1230W Crestview, Ma

ryville MO 64468
Karin Hall, PO Box 732, Angel Fire

NM 87710
Martha Hammonds, 12837 W Desert

Mirage Dr, Peoria AZ 85383
Olga Hard, 303 W Washington Ave,

Rocky Ford CO 81067
Alfred Jara, 10 Maxwell, Lamar CO

81052
Zach Keith, 1425 Hale Ave, Platte

City MO 64079

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Lori Keller, 8802 SW Dean Rd,
Clarksdale MO 64430

Erick Nordling, HC 0 Box 2AA,
Hugoton KS 67951

Lynn Percell, 402 S 10th, Bethany
MO 64424

Nancy Petruzzi, 250 Camino del
Olmo, Santa Fe NM 87501

Wes Redfield, 1576 S Elm St, Denver
CO 80222

Annette Rhinehart, 933 Fontana
Ave, Platte City MO 64079

Billie F. Schneider, 806 Pine, Tarkio
MO 64491

Deborah L. Sherard, 2622 Jules St,
St Joseph MO 64501

Tana Snyder, 408 N Kansas, High
land KS 66035

Ken Stull, 812 Jansen St, Chillicothe
MO 64601

Brian Swink, 534 Lisa Lane, Mary
ville MO 64468

Sondra Ussary, 16522 CR 308, Sa
vannah MO 64485

Crystal Vainer, 140 Crescent Dr,
Chillicothe MO 64601

James Wheeler, 2801 Hornet Dr,
Chillicothe MO 64601

Jackie Wyant, 164 S Hwy 65, Tren
ton MO 64683

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20, 2008. Other events are listed in
articles and chapter reports. Thank
you.
Mar. 8, 2008: 1:30 p.m., End of the
Trail Chapter, Eldorado Community
Center, David Remley. "The Journal
ofJohn Watts: Adios Nuevo Mexico."
Mar. 28-29, 2008: SFTA board meet-

Wagon Tracks

ing, Council Grove, KS.
April 13, 2008: 1:00 p.m., Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter, Fort Larned NHS,
George Elmore program on frontier
artillery.
April 26, 2008: Fort Larned Old
Guard and Society of Friends of His
toric Fort Hays joint meeting, Fort
Hays State Historic Site, with pro
gram on Hancock Expedition and the
Cheyenne and Sioux Indians. Con
tact <editor®santafetrail.org>, 888
321-7341.
May 17,2008: 1:30 p.m., End of the
Trail Chapter, location to be an
nounced, Hampton Sides will speak
about Kit Carson.
June 21-22, 2008: Wah Shun Gah
Days, Council Grove, KS.
Sept. 18-20, 2008: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, Larned, KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
The two chapter presidents who

died within three days in December,
Bill Soderman and D. Ray Blakeley,
are mourned by the many SFTA
members who knew them. Their
years of service were appreciated.
This loss makes clear, as Marc Sim
mons explains in his keynote ad
dress (printed in this issue), that
''Time fleeth like a shadow."

My computer went down again af
ter the last issue was printed, and I
lost material submitted for this is
sue. I hope no one was missed with
the request to send the information
again. If something you sent is miss
ing, please let me know. Thanks to
everyone who sent items.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIA TIOlV QUARTERLY

NUMBER 3

1

PIKE HISTORIC TRAIL
ASSOCIATION ORGANIZED

THE Pike National Historic Trail
Association has been organized with
the following officers: President
Harv Hisgen, First Vice-President
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, Jr., Vice
President for Governmental Affairs
John Patrick Michael Murphy, Sec
retary Dorothy Urban, Treasurer
James Billingsley, and Board Mem
bers Mike Bandera, Jill Ghnassia,
Don Headlee, Will Kerns, Norm
Meyer, Roy Pike, Rex Rideout, and
Clive Siegle. The new association's
immediate goal is to nominate the
route of Pike's Southwest Expedi
tion, 1806-1807, as a National His
toric Trail.

Because Pike's journals and
reports were invaluable in the
opening of the Santa Fe Trail, SFTA
members are encouraged to support
this new organization. Memberships
are now being accepted at Pike
NHTA, 10060 Blue Sky Trail,
Conifer CO 80433. Annual dues and
classes are student $15, individual
$25, family $35, nonprofit
organization $50, small business
$75, corporation $200 and up, and
benefactor $500. Life membership is
$1,000. For more information, please
contact President Hisgen at
<harv.pike@gmail.com>. The SFTA
governing board is considering a
request from the Pike NHTA to take
over the web site created for the
commemoration of the Pike
Bicentennial.
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SFTA WELCOMES NEW
DOUGLAS COUNTY CHAPTER
THE March SFTA board meeting at
Council Grove approved and wel
comed a new chapter. The Douglas
County Chapter fIlls a gap between
the Missouri River OutfItters Chap
ter and the Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter in eastern Kansas. Head
quartered in historic Baldwin City,
the chapter will oversee a number of
Trail sites within the county.

Douglas County was the home of
the late Amelia J. Betts and
Katharine B. Kelley, both of whom
recorded, maintained, and marked
Trail locations within the county, in
cluding DAR marker sites and town
sites. It is wonderful to have a chap
ter there now to carryon this impor
tant work. On behalf of all members
of SFTA, we welcome the chapter to
the fold.

NEW COLUMN SPOTLIGHTS
TWO SFTA AMBASSADORS

WAGON TRACKS inaugurates a
new column in this issue, called "Liv
ing Links" and edited by Alice Anne
Thompson. The column will focus on
SFTA members whose ancestors
were connected in some way with the
historic Santa Fe Trail.

The fIrst edition highlights SFTA
Ambassadors Faye Gaines of New
Mexico and Jane Mallinson of Mis
souri. Both are longtime members of
SFTA, and each has contributed
much to the Association.

If you have ancestors with Trail
connections, please contact Dr.
Thompson (see the column for de
tails). Each article will include infor
mation on the ancestor and the pres
ent "living link." Special thanks to
Alice Thompson for developing this
new column.

TRAIL RENDEZVOUS 2008
SEPTEMBER 18·20
by Ruth Olson Peters

[SFTA Treasurer Ruth Peters is Di
rector of the Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned.}

WITH primary funding for Rendez
vous 2008 secured through the Kan
sas Humanities Council, we are now
off and running to provide one of the
most interesting programs on one of
the most basic of topics related to
Santa Fe Trail history, "The Evolu
tion of Freighting on the Santa Fe
Trail." The program will be held in
Larned, Kansas, September 18-20.

Before the formal presentations
begin, a casual atmosphere will pre
vail at the opening event on Thurs
day evening, September 18, at the
Santa Fe Trail Center. The SFTA's
board will have met at the museum
earlier in the day (everyone wel
come) with the first of the Rendez
vous opening presentations begin
ning at 4:30 p.m. Former SFTA
board member Dr. Alice Anne
Thompson of Golden, Colorado, will
discuss her new book, American
Caravan. This book deals with Santa
Fe Trail travel in 1867, Bishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy's caravan, and the
death of Sister Alphonsa Thompson,
Sisters of Loretto.

At 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Alice
Clapsaddle of Larned will give a
cooking demonstration near the mu
seum's sod house, showing how to
bake biscuits in a Dutch oven. Mter
ward, dinner will be served on the
museum's west grounds and feature
old-fashioned beef stew and biscuits,
followed by a program by Wagon
Tracks editor, Leo E. Oliva, "Food on
the Santa Fe Trail," looking at what
was consumed and how it was pre
pared, as presented in the diaries,
journals, and letters of men and
women who traveled the historic
Trail.

Friday's activities will take place
at the Larned Community Center

(continued on page 7)

May 2008



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
ALTHOUGH SFTA has been in ex
istence since 1986, the excitement,
enthusiasm, and energy for projects
involving the Santa Fe Trail has not
disappeared and, in fact, is still very
high. This was most evident at our
recent meetings held in Council
Grove, March 27-29.

The meetings began on Thursday
evening when SFTA's chapter presi
dents and/or representatives met at
the Kaw Mission (see Association
Manager's column for more details
on this meeting). In my opinion,
three things have had a positive im
pact on the relationship between the
chapters and the national SFTA.
1. The implementation of the chap
ters presidents' meeting mentioned
above.
2. The inclusion of chapter reports to
the SFTA board at every board meet
ing. This has opened lines of commu
nication between the chapters and
the board, allowed chapters to in
form the board about projects and/or
concerns, and to share ideas that can
be used by the board and/or other
chapters. It is evident from these re
ports that our chapters are very ac
tive with projects, educational pro
grams, and wonderful field trips to
local SFT sites.
3. The dedication of John Atkinson
in fulfIlling his role as SFTA vice
president. Upon taking office as vice
president, John let the chapters
know that he wanted to be the vital
link between the chapters and
SFTA. He not only has made a con
centrated effort to visit the chapters,
he has also informed them about the
Strategic Plan of SFTA and in some
cases has put on his program about
William Bent. SFTA thanks John for
his dedication.
Spring Board Meeting

The annual spring meeting of the
SFTA board was held on Friday,
March 28. Along with chapter re
ports and committee reports, we had
several items ofnew business. One of
the most exciting items was an appli
cation received from President John
Jackson of the Santa Fe Trail His
toric Society of Douglas County ask
ing for affiliation with the SFTA as a
new chapter. MfIliation was granted
and the new chapter will be known
as the Douglas County Chapter of
SFTA. This chapter will cover the
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area between the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter and the Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter and includes
Santa Fe Trail ruts at the Ivan Boyd
Prairie Preserve, the Black Jack
Battlefield, as well as Santa Fe Trail
related artifacts owned by the His
torical Society. The Douglas County
Chapter is the first new SFTA chap
ter to form since 1994 when SFTA
Vice-President Mark Gardner re
ported that two new chapters had
been formed-Bent's Fort Chapter
and Cottonwood Crossing Chapter.

Another item of new business was
the endorsement of a proposed proj
ect for the Lost Springs site by the
Cottonwood Crossing Chapter, pre
sented by Chapter President Steve
Schmidt. The project has already re
ceived the endorsement of the land
owners, the Shields family, and the
county. Included in the project will
be relocation of the present monu
ment, installation of interpretive
markers to discuss the history, an
off-road parking area, and access to
the site itself.

The SFTA has been receiving re
quests to use some of SFTA's images
for advertising purposes-primarily
the paintings of Doug Holdread. An
image use policy was adopted by
SFTA to allow for this. If you happen
to visit the new Bass Pro Shop in In
dependence, Missouri, be sure to
look for these images featuring the
Santa Fe Trail as well as images of
the Pony Express.

On January 2, 2008, the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA)
issued its Notice of Proposed Amend-
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ments to the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).
(See http://www.tfhrc.gov/pubrds/
janOO/mutcd.htm). It includes a pro
posed change that could prohibit the
use of trail signs on freeways or ex
pressways. For example, that would
mean the National Historic Oregon
Trail auto tour route signs on 1-84
would no longer be allowed as well as
Lewis & Clark signs. Many states
would be affected along the Califor
nia Trail, Mormon Pioneer Trail,
Pony Express Trail, Santa Fe Trail,
and other historic trails. The board
approved a letter of opposition to be
sent to the Federal Highway Admin
istration concerning these changes
that could affect historic trail signs
along freeways and expressways.

In other new business, the SFTA
board approved a letter of support
for the Smoky Hill Trail Associa
tion's efforts to achieve status as a
National Historic Trail. We heard
about a new column for Wagon
Tracks proposed by Alice Anne
Thompson called "Living Links," fea
turing stories about descendants of
Santa Fe Trail travelers (see column
in this issue). There was a discussion
about the possibility of repeating a
printing of the placemats that were
recently given out by SFTA to res
taurants along the Trail. Clint
Chambers reported on efforts to re
activate the Texas Panhandle Chap
ter.

It was announced that the Part
nership for National Trails, of which
SFTA is a member, will conduct a
preservation workshop, May 6-8, in
Phoenix, AZ. Attending on behalf of
SFTA will be Harry Myers, Associa
tion Manager; Ross Marshall,
SFTA's Representative to PNTS;
Faye Gaines, Preservation Commit
tee Chair; and Jeff Trotman, Map
pinglMarking Committee Chair.

This Historic Trail Preservation
Workshop is an important step in an
ongoing initiative to develop the ca
pacity within trail organizations and
federal agencies to systematically
preserve the on-the-ground historic,
cultural, and natural resources so
critical to maintaining the integrity
of the national historic trails and to
provide inspiring experiences for
visitors. This workshop will focus on
strategies, means, and methods to
preserve these critical resources.
Dave Welch, the Oregon-California
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Trails Association's National Preser
vation Officer, will present the suc
cessful strategy they use to map, as
sess, and monitor trail resources on
private and public land. He will dem
onstrate the techniques in the class
room and in the field.

The workshop will also address
the Visual Resource Management
system used by the BLM and similar
methods the Forest Service and Park
Service use to protect viewsheds
around significant resources. Also
included in the workshop will be
ways to work with local and national
land trusts to preserve trail re
sources on private land and how to
use various funds provided through
SAFETEA-LU (the five-year Federal
transportation program) and Na
tional Park Service and BLM Chal
lenge Cost-Share Programs. The
workshop will be held at the Bureau
of Land Management Training Cen
ter in Phoenix, with two full days of
"classroom work" and a field trip to
practice the techniques explained
during the workshop.

The board also received a report
about the Mormon Battalion Trek
that will be taking place later this
year. The Battalion Trek, is a non
profit group formed to bring atten
tion to the trails followed by the Mor
mon Battalion, a 500-man volunteer
group recruited as part of the Army
of the West in 1846. The reenact
ment of the march will begin in Iowa
in July and end in Los Angeles in
February 2009. To learn more about
their project, visit <www.battalion
trek.com>. They should be on the
Santa Fe Trail between August and
October 2008.
Strategic Plan/Committee Workshop

An enthusiastic group returned
Saturday, March 29, to hold our an
nual review of SFTA's Strategic
Plan. The original Strategic Plan
was created in 2003 and was in
tended to serve as a guide for the As
sociation for 5-10 years. The Strate
gic Plan was looked at again in 2006
to determine if our goals were still
the same and in 2007 to determine
priority objectives for the near fu
ture. At this year's meeting, we re
visited the priority objectives as de
fined in 2007 and determined what
progress was being made in each
area: Education, Preservation, Infor
mationlInterpretation, Resources/
Budget, and Marketing. Very spe-
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cific tasks were outlined, with a de
fined timeline and requests for re
sults to be reported to the SFTA
board at their next meeting, Septem
ber 18, 2008. In addition, we exam
ined each of SFTA's committees to
see how they are functioning and
how they fit into fulfilling the goals
of the Strategic Plan.

The priority objective for the area
of Education is develop a Junior
Wagonmaster program This initia
tive will develop four educational ac
tivity booklets to be distributed at
sites throughout the length of the
Santa Fe Trail. The purpose of this
program is to encourage families to
become more knowledgeable about
the Santa Fe Trail and more actively
study the historic sites related to it.
Participants who complete a specific
number of activities will be rewarded
with a Wagonmaster's badge appro
priate to the level achieved. The pri
mary lead on this project will be the
Education Committee.

Preservation came up with six
specific actions: (1) complete the re
discovery inventory project by Sep
tember 1, 2008, and send to chapters
for further review, (2) establish a
SFT database with GPS readings
from data gathered by the rediscov
ery project, (3) develop proposed
preservation strategies/policies con
cerning cell towers, pipelines, wind
farms, etc., (4) find/accumulate pre
vious GLO maps and USGS quads,
(5) develop a mapping survey form
and make available to chapters by
April 12, 2008, and (6) revise the
1995 mapping and marking plan and
present proposal to the board in Sep
tember. Working together to achieve
these goals will be the Preservation
Committee and the MappinglMark
ing Committee, with help from
Harry Myers, Clive Siegle, and the
NPS office in Santa Fe.

Three specific areas were identi
fied under the InformationlInterpre
tation area. Area one is the possibil
ity of placement of additional kiosks
along the Santa Fe Trail-similar in
design to the one recently completed
at Gardner. A newly-formed Kiosk
Task Force will look at various as
pects of this project and make a re
port at the next board meeting. They
will receive input and advice from
the MappinglMarking and Preserva
tion committees. Area two is the de
velopment of site specific material.
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The placemats were printed and
passed out along the Trail starting in
August of 2007. Rack cards have
been printed for the Gardner Kiosk
and Lo~erCimarron Springs. It was
determmed that the projects of site
bulletins, auto tour routes and tour
guides are best handled at'the chap
ter level. l\:1any chapters already
have these m place or are making
plans to do so. Area three is the re
placement of signs, auto tour route
~igns and/or wayside exhibits. NPS
IS presently working with the Kan
sas Dept. ofTransportation on a plan
to replace the faded auto tour route
signs. Chapters and SFTA members
a~e aske~ to notify the map
pmg/?1arkm~ .chair of any signs or
waysIde exhibIts that are in need of
attention. Association Manager
Harry Myers will work as liaison
with the NPS.

The top priority objective of
Resource-Budget area is to increase
r.even~e. Articles have been pub
lIshed m Wagon Tracks to inform the
membership about memorial gifts to
SFTA and/or planned giving as part
of estate planning. The special ap
peals campaign that was imple
mented by t~e funding/special ap
peals campaIgn has helped raise
revenue for SFTA projects the past
few years. That committee, as well
as the membership committee will
eval~ate this process and report sug
gestIOns to the board. The Budget
Committee continues to evaluate ex
penditures annually, and also offers
input to the Association Manager
when preparing the annual NPS
funding request.

The final area of the Strategic
Plan that we evaluated was Market
in~. The ~ain priority objective in
t~s are.a IS to increase organiza
tional Image, its strength and
growth through increases in SFTA
and chapter membership. Providing
the lead for this area will be the
~embership Committee, headed by
Lmda Colle. It was also noted during
the discussion phase that all areas of
the Strategic Plan, as well as most
committees, are involved with mar
keting at some level.

If the recent meetings held in
Council Grove can be used as a

YOUR MEMORY CAN LIVE ON
REMEMBER THE SANTA FE TRAIL

ASSOCIATION IN YOUR WILL
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measure of enthusiasm for future
SFTA projects and events then
SF~~ is in store for som~ very
excltmg happenings. Our next big
Association get-together, Rendez
vous, is scheduled for September 18
20 at Larned, and another fun and
educational program has been put
together. Make plans now to attend.

-Joanne VanCoevern

MANAGER'S REPORT
You missed a very good meeting if
you weren't at Council Grove March
27-29 of this year. It was cool and
rainy but the meetings were good,
the food warm, and the accomplish
ments many. We held a chapter
president's meeting, a SFTA Board
meeting, and we updated our strate
gic plan and committees. Joanne has
re'por~edon t~e board meeting and I
wIll fill you m on the president's
meeting.

We had nine ofeleven active chap
ters represented, an excellent turn
out. Mary Honeyman, Superinten
dent of the Kaw Mission State His
toric Site was recognized and
thanked for hosting this evening
meeting. The host chapter, Heart of
the Flint Hills, was recognized for all
the interpretive and directional
signs they have erected. Later in the
meeting Don and Doris Cress, found
ers of the chapter, arrived and were
recognized for their great work with
the chapter and signage.

The first order ofbusiness was the
SFTA website. Steve Schmidt asked
the proper procedure for getting ma
terial.on the web. The stated proce
dure IS to send the material to me
the ~s~ociation manager, and I wili
put It m the proper format and send
it on to the webmaster Holly Nelson.
I asked the chapters to check the
website and see what changes we
need to make to correct or improve it.
Fu~ure plans include putting up the
entIre run of Wagon Tracks more
historical information and hi~torical
articles related to ch~pters. The is
sue of privacy was raised and it was
decided that, if anyone is uncomfort
able with having their name on the
website, they can use the association
manager's address who will then for
ward information to the apl.rtlpl'iate
person.

Groups traveling the Santa Fe
Trail were discussed. There are two
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g;roups which would appreciate as
SIstance from chapters. The Kansas
School for the Blind is taking a group
of high school students on the Trail
in June. Several sites and chapters
are offering assistance. If you would
like to help, contact Eleanor Craig
<ecraig@accessiblearts.org>. The
Mor?1on Battalion Trek, led by
Kevm Hanson, welcomes help from
chapters during August-October.
For more information, see <www.
battaliontrek.com>.

Promotional grants were dis
cussed. Last year each chapter re
ceived $500 to be used for promo
tional projects. Each chapter told
what they did with the grant money.
Th~ m~ney from those chapters
whIch dId not use their grant was
used to purchase the Santa Fe Trail
placemats that were distributed this
past fall. There was mixed reaction
to the placemats with the consensus
being that if we would do placemats
again, some way of measuring reac
tion and effectiveness of the message
should be designed.

We then discussed the strategic
plan and the marketing strategy.
Currently there is no one responsible
for marketing. If marketing is a pri
ority, then we need someone to step
up and become chair of that commit
tee.

Funding of National Park Service
(NPS) cost-share programs and
grants was discussed. Most chapters
do not carry a large reserve in their
treasury. Often, projects require a
large cash infusion at the start which
is reimbursed later by the NPS.
There is a problem of putting up the
cash and then waiting for the reim
bursement, which is the law we and
the NPS have to follow. It was noted
that SFTA is using its entire budget
at times, lending chapters those up
front funds. Nonetheless it was re
quested that the finance committee
look at this situation and see if im
provements can be made.

Signage was a big topic. SFTA has
requested at least $10,000 from the
NPS in the FY2009 budget for signs.
If we get it, SFTA needs to decide
how to allocate that to chapters and
what requirements must be met.
Many chapters have an interest in
signage. Additionally the Federal
~ig~wayAdministration is revising
Its SIgn manual and is proposing to
remove trail signage from expre.ss
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and freeways. SFTA is sending a let
ter of protest, but that action has
stopped some work with Kansas De
partment of Transportation on
signage. This is an issue we will con
tinue to work on and have a report to
the chapter presidents at the Sep
tember meeting in Larned. In the
meantime chapters need to be docu
menting what signage they need and
want to erect in cooperation with the
local highway departments. Joy
Poole, president of the End of the
Trail Chapter, proposed developing
special plaques to place on proper
ties denoting Santa Fe Trail ruts or
remains. Her concern is that many
properties change hands without the
new owners being made aware that
the Trail runs through their prop
erty. The marker committee was
asked to work with her on this.

Several chapters next shared suc
cesses in fund raising. Items men
tioned were receiving a part of the
county lodging tax, doing successful
bus tours, chuck wagon meals with
donated food, and doing a good job of
running the symposium so as to have
money left over.

The Rediscovery Project was
taken up next. Essentially the proj
ect was to revisit all of the sites noted
in the original NPS Santa Fe Tail
Management Plan, assess those
sites, and make recommendations
about them. With a site form and
camera the Rediscovery Team vis
ited those sites and many others.
The idea now is to put that data in
the NPS Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) database that will be
on the web and accessible by all, ex
cluding sensitive sites. Clive Siegle,
who was a part of the team and the
one who fIlled out the survey forms,
is now under contract to convert
those forms into an Excel program
that will be put in the GIS database.
Clive should be done by June. SFTA
will also have that information. The
site form will be revised and placed
on the website and sent to chapter
presidents so that chapters can con
tinue to record sites and have them
placed into the database.

Chapter dues and how chapters
collect dues was discussed. Some
chapters are very creative in their
collections. It was also suggested
that the dues rates and to whom pay
ment should be sent be listed in each
chapter report in Wagon Tracks. A
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survey revealed that most chapters
charge $10.00 for individuals and
$15.00 for families. The low was
$2.00 for individuals and $5.00 for
families.

Improvement of attendance at
chapter meetings was talked about
and one suggestion was to make
awards in student contests at chap
ter meetings. That not only brings in
the students but the parents as well.
It was suggested that awards are al
ways in order and promote good pub
lic relations for the chapter.

-Harry C. Myers
Editor's Note: The meeting con

cluded with Steve Schmidt recog
nizing President Joanne VanCoe
vern, Vice-President John Atkinson,
and Association Manager Harry
Myers for the outstanding work they
have been doing. They received a
well-deserved round of applause.

PAT MARSHALL

Patricia Marshall, a life member
of SFTA, died February 12, 2008.
She was 68 years old. She was a
nursing home administrator for 30
years and received many awards. Af
ter retirement she married Ross
Marshall in 2004, and they traveled
and worked for historic trails, in
cluding the Santa Fe Trail. She was
membership chair of the Partnership
for National Trails System, served
on the board of the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter, and was active
in numerous trail organizations. She
is sadly missed by all who knew her
pleasant character, wonderful sense
of humor, and willingness to serve.
Condolences are extended to Ross
and their families.

RESEARCH AWARDS
ANNOUNCED

by Stephen Whitmore

[Steve Whitmore is chair of the SFTA
research committee.]

THE SFTA Research Committee
announces three awards in 2008 to
support scholarly research on the
Trail. The awards went to Maryellen
H. McVicker of Boonville, MO, Doyle
Daves of Las Vegas, NM, and Pat
Traffas of Merriam, KS. The total
monetary value is $2850. None of the
recipients is currently a member of
SFTA.

Dr. McVicker has been a college
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professor for 30 years, and currently
teaches at the Columbia Campus of
Moberly Area Community College in
Columbia, Missouri. Her research
project, entitled ''Don't Forget the
Boonslick," will focus on some early
residents of Boonslick with impor·
tant ties to the Trail, whose lives are
not well known.

Examples are Mrs.William Beck·
nell, who stayed home to run the
store when her husband went west,
and Kit Carson's childhood family,
who stayed in the Boonslick and
reared Kit's daughter after his first
wife died. Dr. McVicker intends to
present results from her study at the
2009 symposium in Arrow Rock, MO.

Dr. Daves is a retired academic
chemist and university administra
tor with a distinguished record ofsci
entific research. He grew up on a
ranch in New Mexico near the Santa
Fe Trail and, since his retirement to
Las Vegas, has taken a scholarly in
terest in local history. Many early
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail set
tled in New Mexico and married His
panic women. Their children grew
up in families of mixed language a
religion, and in time often created an
extended Hispanic family with a
non-Hispanic surname. In New Mex
ico there are many examples alive to
day. Dr. Daves will interview descen·
dants of some of these early couples
to learn how their families dealt with
issues of language and religion, and
he plans to publish articles and a
booklet about his study.

Ms. Traffas is the State Regents'
Project Coordinator for the Kansas
Society of Daughters of the Ameri
can Project with long-standing inter
est in the Santa Fe Trail. The Kan
sas DAR was the first organization
to mark the Trail, starting in 1906. It
conducted a 90th anniversary survey
of the markers in 1996-1997 and
plans to update the survey for a cen
tennial anniversary publication in
2009. All 96 markers will be located
with GPS readings, photographed,
restored, and returned to their origi
na11906-191210cations if necessary.
The publication will be a valuable as
set to modern travelers of the Trail
in Kansas.

Congratulations to these recipi
ents. We look forward to the results
of their research. These grants de
plete the research funds appropri
ated by SFTA.

5



BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED TEENS TO TREK SANTA FE TRAIL IN JUNE
by Eleanor Craig

[SFTA member Sister Eleanor Craig,
Sisters of Loretto, will lead and di
rect this special venture on the Trail.
Everyone along the route is encour
age to meet these young travelers
when they are nearby. A report on the
trip will appear in the next issue.]

THE eleventh annual Trail Trek,
organized by Accessible Arts in col
laboration with the Kansas State
School for the Blind, will be the first
time the group has focused on the
caravans, cultures, characters, and
geography of the Santa Fe Trail,
1821-1867.

Designed for teenagers who are
blind or visually impaired, the pro
gram engages the teens in summer
camping along the westering trails,
followed by a fall weekend of artistic
explorations of trail themes, and a
day of using the arts to teach Trail
topics in elementary school class
rooms.

Eighteen teens, ages 14-20, and a
comparable number of adult com
lfanions, will set out by minivan from
the Kansas State School for the
Blind on June 4 to travel the Moun
tain Route of the Santa Fe Trail
westward and return from Santa Fe
on the Cimarron Route, arriving
back on June 19. The goal is to intro
duce the teens to Trail history
through physical activity, imagina
tive reenactment, and accurate first
person stories. The arts are the pri
mary tools: the music, dance, and
songs of the era; the drama ofhistori
cal characters amid high adventure;
the handcrafts and ritual artifacts of
cultures-all help the caravan of
teens and adults live as Santa Fe
Trail travelers once lived.
Itinerary: June 4-19,2008:
June 4, WED Gathering: 18 teens
and 18 staff will gather at Kansas
State School for the Blind for orien
tation and gear check; supply truck
is loaded with tents, gear, food,
stoves, arts supplies, coolers, water.
The "spirits of Trail travelers" may
appear to give a firsthand idea of
what the caravan will encounter.
June 5, THURS Kansas City to Dur
ham KS: The physical Trail is inves
tigated at the crossing of Cottonwood
River. First night's camp in Marion
County, Kansas, on private property
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on the Santa Fe Trail, focused on in
troductions to setting up tents and
organizing camp. Santa Fe traders
who circled their wagons in the area
may be heard around our campfire.
June 6 ,FRI Durham to Larned KS:
Introduction to the earliest Trail
travelers-Coronado's troops, Santa
Fe trader Chavez, and Saint Louis
fur traders William and Charles
Bent and Ceran St. Vrain. Camp at
Pawnee Camp on outskirts of
Larned. David Clapsaddle will intro
duce us to George Bent at our camp
fire.
June 7, SAT Fort Larned KS to Fort
Lyon CO (John Martin Reservoir):
The US soldiers and the American
Indians, stories of uneasiness, vio
lence, regrets, and revenge. We will
stop at the site of the Sand Creek
Massacre, then camp at Big Timbers
(John Martin Reservoir) where the
evening will include a reconciliation
ceremony designed by the teens.
June 8, SUN JM Reservoir to Bent's
Old Fort and Kit Carson home at
Boggsville CO: The better part of the
day will be spent at Bent's Old Fort,
then camp at the Carson memorial.
Kit Carson's great-great-grandson,
John Carson, will bring Kit to life at
our camp fire.
June 9, MON Boggsville to Trinidad
CO: Focus on Marion Sloan Russell
(visit to family home, grave) and
other women on the Trail -Susan
Magoffrn, Loretto Sisters and Sisters
of Charity, and wives of soldiers.
Camping and cooking with Dutch
oven specialists at the Colt Ranch.
June 10, TUES Trinidad to Taos
NM: Bask in the hospitality of the
Taos Pueblo. We may camp on tribal
lands.
June 11, WED Taos to Pojoaque
Pueblo, Santa Fe NM: more of the
world and times of Kit Carson: visit
Carson Home Museum in Taos; then
follow the Rio Grande valley south
ward (with a short wade or dip along
the way). Camping for this and next
three nights on soccer field on Pojoa
que Pueblo northwest of Santa Fe.
June 12, THURS Pojoaque Pueblo:
elders teach trail teens and local
teens to make traditional drums and
gourd rattles. Evening around the
campfire may include traditional so-
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cial dancing-Anglo contra dances
and Pueblo community dances-with
Pojoaque Pueblo teens.
June 13, FRI Santa Clara and San
Ildefonso Pueblos: San Antonio feast
day dances and opportunities to
meet and eat with Pueblo families.
Display of dance regalia at old Boys
and Girls clubhouse at our campsite.
Evening tours of Old Santa Fe.
June 14, SAT Las Golondrinas Liv
ing History Museum: day-long ac
tivities. Evening with a genuine cow
boy, blacksmith, historian, author,
friend of the Trail.
June 15, SUN Santa Fe to Rayado,
NM: leaving Santa Fe, catch up with
a pack of mules and learn to load and
drive them, on the Trail at the Car
son Ranch on the lands of Philmont
Boy Scout Ranch. Camping at Phil
mont.
June 16, MON Philmont to Point of
Rocks NM: climbing and exploring
the streambed, and graves near
Point of Rocks. Ghost stories around
the campfire.
June 17, TUES Point of Rocks to
Elkhart KS: stops at Trail sites and
activities recalling Spanish and
Mexican traders and trail hands
(and maybe a dinosaur or two).
Campsite at National Grasslands
near Elkhart with activities jointly
planned with National Grasslands
personnel.
June 18, WED Grasslands to Lower
Cimarron Springs: afternoon and
evening with Jeff Trotman as "Jede
diah Smith." Last campfire, with
ceremonial leave-takings.
June 19, THURS Ulysses KS to
Kansas City: one day's drive, with
lunch stop. Activities in the vans em
phasize skills for sharing stories
with family and friends. Arrival at
Kansas State School for the Blind
about 8 p.m.

The teens are expected to return
to with stories of the Trail, enthu
siasm for the geography and adven
tures along the way, and confidence
to share these stories. With the
support and continued direction of
the trail staff, the teens will share
their enthusiasm for the Trail to
classrooms of children and to gather
ings of adults, especially Lions Clubs
and senior centers.
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RENDEZVOUS 2008
(continued from page 1)

and will begin with Association Man
ager Harry Myers giving an over
view of this year's Rendezvous
theme. His presentation, "As the
Wheel Turns," will show the evolu
tion of freighting, spanning the years
1821-1880. Myers will discuss the
different methods of freighting used
and the factors that led to the change
in freighting techniques.

Dr. Michael Olsen, retired profes
sor of history at Pikes Peak Commu
nity College, Colorado Springs, and
professor emeritus of history at New
Mexico Highlands University in Las
Vegas, will lead off with "Do You
Know The Way To Santa Fe? The
First 25 Years of Freighting on the
Santa Fe Trail, 1821-1846." He will
discuss the era of freighting when it
was in the hands of independent
businessmen, both American and
Hispanic.

Olsen will later provide scholarly
introduction for the 1931 Hollywood
movie, Fighting Caravans. This film,
with a Santa Fe Trail setting, is
based on a novel by Zane Grey. It will
be shown in the afternoon with dis
cussion afterward. Dr. Olsen will do
the same after dinner for the show
ing ofthe 1954 Hollywood movie Ju
bilee Trail, which is based on a novel
by Gwen Bristow.

Dr. Leo E. Oliva, author, histo
rian and Wagon Tracks editor, will
tak~ on the next evolutionary period
with "The Army's Attempts at
Freighting during the Mexican War,
1846-1848." He will discuss how
military freighting developed and
with what success, the effects of In
dian resistance, and the importance
of this experiment by the military in
the overall evolution of Santa Fe
Trail freighting.

Dr. Susan Calafate Boyle, histo
rian with the National Park Service,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, will present
"Hispano Culture and Transporta
tion," explaining the crucial role that
mules and muleteers played not only
in the western United States but
also in the development of transpor
tation in the western hemisphere.
Packing equipment will be of par
ticular focus in this presentation.

Craig Crease, historian from
Shawnee, Kansas, and consultant to
the National Park Service will ad-
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dress the "Boom Times for Freight
ing on the Santa Fe Trail: 1848
1866." He will discuss the social and
cultural implications of the big
freighting firms during their hey
day as well as consider the business
aspects and successes of these big
companies.

Dr. David Clapsaddle, historian
from Larned, Kansas, will address
the final era of Trail freighting with
"The End of the Trail: Railroads,
Commission Houses, and Indepen
dent Freighters, 1866-1880." He will
discuss the inevitable shortening of
the Trail as the railroads expanded
westward.

An exciting afternoon will be
spent at Fort Larned National His
toric Site on Saturday, September
20, with demonstrations showing the
skills and crafts associated with
freighting on the old Trail. Demon
strations will include horseshoeing,
wagon wheel construction, black
smithing, period cooking, and mule
packing. The Fort staff also hopes to
have available the various types of
draft animals used on the Trail. Dis
cussed will be the pros and cons of
using horses, mules, or oxen. Several
styles of freight wagons will also be
available to view. Rendezvous 2008
will conclude with a retreat cere
mony at the Fort and dinner in the
Quartermaster Storehouse.

A new activity of the Santa Fe
Trail Association to be held after din
ner on Friday evening is a ceremony
to induct notable historical figures
into the newly-formed Santa Fe
Trail Hall of Fame. The ceremony
will be conducted by Dr. Michael
Olsen, chairman of the Association's
Hall of Fame Committee.

All SFTA members will receive
registration materials for Rendez
vous 2008 this summer. The target
date for mailing is the first week of
August. You may also register
online, beginning in early August.
For any questions regarding this
year's Rendezvous, please contact
the Santa Fe Trail Center at 620
285-2054 or <museum@santafetrail
center.org>. We hope to see you
there.

SANTA FE HISTORY SOUGHT
A History Task Force Committee in
Santa Fe is planning for the com
memoration of the 400th anniver-
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sary of the founding of the city. They
are seeking manuscripts for a publi
cation to be called "All Trails Lead to
Santa Fe." An award of $2,500 will
be given to each author whose manu
script is selected for this anthology.

The following are some of the sug
gested topics for articles: American
Indians and Santa Fe, Euro
American exploration and settle
ment, the Mexican period of. 1821
1846, U.S. occupation and develop
ment, 20th century developments,
key individuals in Santa Fe history,
the many trails (EI Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro, Santa Fe Trail, Old
Spanish Trail), the railroad, "Syn
cretism: Religion, Culture, Ethnic
ity, Beliefs," gender, and agriculture.

Essays are limited to 30 pages
must be original scholarly research
based on primary sources, and must
not have been previously published.
Details for format, illustrations,
maps, documentation, and prepara
tion for printing if accepted may be
obtained by contacting the commit
tee at 505-986-1610.

NEW WET ROUTE TOUR GUIDE
THE WetlDry Routes Chapter has
prepared A Self Guided Auto Tour of
the Santa Fe Trail's Wet Route. The
tour which begins at the Zebulon
Pike Plaza in Larned, Kansas, fol
lows the Wet Route along the north
bank of the Arkansas River to its
south bend near present Ford, then
northwest through Dodge City, and
finally westward to the Caches
where the Wet and Dry Routes
merged early in the early historic pe
riod. The chapter has placed numer
ous markers along the Wet Route, 15
of which are included in the 73-mile
tour. The modern-day traveler will
be pleased to know that the entire
tour is on hard-surfaced roads and
that all of the markers are easily ac
cessed from the roadside.

To obtain a copy of the Tour
Guide, go to <www.santafetrailre
search.com> and link to "Wet Route
AutoTour."

MORMON BATTALION
COMMEMORATION TREK

A commemorative reenactment of
the march of the Mormon Battalion
during the War with Mexico, 1846
1847, is being planned to march the
same route from Iowa to California,
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beginning July 2008 and ending Feb
ruary 2009. Volunteers are needed to
assist in various ways. SFTA chap
ters and members along the route
are encourag~d to participate any
way they desIre. For detailed infor
mation, incl~ding an itinerary, visit
<www.battahontrek.com>

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERS-

Editor:
I was flattered by the remarks

made in the keynote address deliv
ered by Dr. Marc Simmons in the
February issue of Wagon Tracks.
However, I beg to differ on a couple of
points. First, no way was he suffer
ing from "ineptitude" during our
visit to Congressmen and Senators
pursuant to passage of our National
Historic Trail legislation. He was
just plain bashful. I would bring the
delegation into the office of the rep
resentative, and in introducing my
colleagues I would find Dr. Simmons
out in the hallway. But when we ar
rived at the office of New Mexico's
new Gongressman, I went out into
the hall and dragged our reluctant
dragon into the inner sanctum. "Sim
mons? MARC Simmions?" asked the
representative. And that's all he
could talk about-how wonderful
Marc Simmons is. The rest of us
chopped liver. But the slender young
Congressman took the bait and ran
with it, and I have always felt that it
~as because of the towering reputa
tIon of one Marc Simmons and the
intercession of the interested Con
gressman that the bill passed so
quickly. The young Congressman?
Rep. Bill Richardson.

And there was an error of omis
sion. Simmons and I share an admi
ration of Marion Russell. He once
told me he would drive some 35 miles
west of Trinidad on Colorado High
way 12, drive across a ditch and
through a copse of woods to a little
cemetery. There is Marion's grave.
"Hi Marion," he would say, and pro
ceed to bore her with details about
the Santa Fe Trail. Several years af
ter I had been doing the same thing,
I learned that he had been doing it
l~ng ~efore I started. It takes a spe
CIal kmd of nut to enjoy our wonder
ful old Santa Fe Trail.

Gregory M. Franzwa
319 Nottingham Dr

Tooele UT 84074
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LIVING LINKS

-TRAIL CONNECTIONS
Alice Anne Thompson, Editor

This column features current
Santa Fe Trail Association members
with ancest~rs who traveled, work
ed, and/or lIved along the historic
Santa Fe Trail. The purpose is to
identify and highlight the stories of
these members as well as their
ancestors associated with the Trail
helping connect the Trail's past with
the living present and celebrate the
SFTA watchword, "The Santa Fe
Trail Lives On!"

All members of SFTA who have
ancestors associated with the old
Trail are invited to contribute to the
column and to share the stories of
their ancestors and an update on the
lives of their descendants. We hope
~o feature two "living links" in each
Issue.

Please consider the following for
mat when submitting articles for
"Living Links." Provide a few concise
sentences to identify the history of
your ancestor. This introductory sec
tion of the article should be based on
the "who, what, when, where" for
mula. The main text of your article
should provide a biographical sketch
of the current member or family who
are descendants of the Santa Fe
Trail's historical characters. Follow
a basic biographical or family story
formula. Include a brief description
of the member's current participa
tion and special interests associated
with the Santa Fe Trail. Be sure to
include a current photo, which will
be incorporated into the article when
space allows.

Articl~s will be edited for style
and avaIlable space. Please submit
suggestions, articles, and photos to
Alice Anne Thompson, 23714 Pond
view Place, Golden CO 80401 or e
mail at <aatwest@comcast.net>. The
deadline for the next issue is July 1.

The first column features two
well-known SFTA ambassadors
Faye Gaines from New Mexico and
Jane Mallinson from Missouri.

FAYE GAINES
SFTA Ambassador Faye Gaines of

Point of Rocks Ranch on the Santa
Fe Trail near Springer, New Mexico
is president of the Corazon de lo~
Caminos Chapter of the Santa Fe
Trail Association. She served many
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years on the SFTA governing board
as a director from New Mexico.

Faye is the granddaughter of
Isaac Griffith who owned a ranch
near the "Military Route" of the old
Santa Fe Trail. Isaac, of Welsh de
scent, was born in 1883 in Chillico
the, Missouri. In 1913, after having
traveled and worked through Kan
sas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma, he
became a homesteader in the Kiowa
yalley in Colfax County, New Mex
ICO. Isaac married Eunice Ellwood
from Highland County, Illinois. To
gether they produced cash crops,
usually hay and beans and also
raised cattle. '

Isaac loved the land and the his
tory of his property and transferred
that love of the land to his descen
dants. Faye remembers her early
childhood when she walked barefoot
over the swales of the old Santa Fe
Trail while visiting her grandpar
ents on their property. She heard
many tales about the Santa Fe Trail
and inherited a love of history and
the land that remains to this day.

Isaac and Eunice had a son Char
lie, born April 14, 1900. H~ later
married Pearl Sever (b. 1906) from
Cupid, Oklahoma. They had two
girls, Faye who was born April 8
1927, in Raton, New Mexico, and
June who was born in 1930.

Faye attended grammar school in
the Kiowa Valley and Springer High
School. She loved her teachers but
recess even more. At the age ~f 17
sh~ met and married Garrett (Pete)
Games who was from Texas. Their
marriage was interrupted for 18
months because of World War II.
Pete was a "tanker" during the hor
rific times of the Battle of the Bulge
in Belgium. After the war, Pete and
Faye purchased the Gaines family
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Faye & Pete Gaines at the dedication
of the Isaac Allen marker at Point of
Rocks Ranch, 1992.

property located near Springer, New
Mexico. Tbis property also holds
Santa Fe Trail ruts and the famous
New Mexico "Point of Rocks," a well
known geological marker for freigh~

ers heading for Santa Fe over the CI
marron Route of the Santa Fe Trail.
It is also considered by many histori
ans to be the vicinity of the infamous
White Family massacre, which took
place in 1849.

Pete loved the land and its his
tory. He enjoyed reading and being
with his family. Faye and Pete were
blessed with a marriage that lasted
54 years. They are parents of tw.o
wonderful children, Gary, born AprIl
28, 1946, and daughter Letha, born
July 26, 1950.

Son Gary, was a typical cowboy,
who thrived living the simple life on
the land. He also valued a good pair
of boots and a reliable truck. Gary
helped work his parents' ranch while
bis father was in failing health. Pete
died March 23,1999.

Since the death of her husband,
Faye has continued the family tradi
tion of stewardsbip of the land and
its history. With the help of her son
Gary, she managed the ranch, pro
tected the Trail swales, and guarded
over eleven unmarked graves that
line the path of the old Santa Fe
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Entrance gate at Point of Rocks Ranch.

Trail. Unfortunately, Gary died in
2007. Since then she has partnered
with her daughter Letha, family
friends, and her grandchildren to
continue the tradition of steward
ship.

She remains an active member of
the Santa Fe Trail Association and is
serving her third term as President
of the Corazon de los Caminos Chap
ter. She is also interested in geneal
ogy and recently earned membership
in the DAR. She discovered that one
of her ancestors was a drummer boy
during the American Revolutionary
War.

Faye is dedicated to the Santa Fe
Trail Association's goals to "promote,
protect, and educate" people about
the land and its history. She has wel
comed many researchers, school
groups, and interested visitors to see
her ranch, the Trail ruts and swales,
and to view "Point of Rocks." She en
courages all visitors to walk directly
in the tracks made by thousands of
wagons that passed through the
area. She wishes more school groups
and locals would visit the ranch
which always has the gates open.
She also hopes that more SFTA
members and residents of Springer
will take a more active role in pre
serving and promoting the history of
the area.

Faye enjoys her grandchildren.
Letha's daughter Tami and her hus
band Eric Clay live in Clayton, New
Mexico, and travel twice a month to
visit and help out. Letha's other
child, Shawn, lives in Socorro, and
frequently comes to help Faye con
quer her computer issues. Gary's
daughter, Victoria, serves in .the US
Air Force and is stationed ill Ger
many. Gary's son, Troy (Garrett
Gaines lII), has three children,
which makes Faye a great
grandmother. The values fostered by
her grandfather Isaac Griffith, fa
ther Charlie Griffith, and husband
"Pete" Gaines are well and alive
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through the dedication of Faye
Gaines. Many than.ks and congratu
lations to the Griffith-Gaines fami
lies of New Mexico, living links to the
Santa Fe TraiL

JANE MALLINSON
[Special thanks to Anne Mallinson
for providing portions of the follow
ing information.]

SFTA Ambassador Sarah Jane
Short Mallinson has devoted a
lifetime working to preserve and
promote the history of Missouri,
westward expansion, and frontier
trails (including the Oregon, Cali
fornia, and Santa Fe trails). Jane,
like many others, inherited her
interest in history.

As a child growing up in Inde
pendence, Missouri, Jane ~oved~ear

ing the stories of early MISSOUrI, th.e
American West, and the Short famI
ly. Her great-grandfather, C~arles

Washington Short, was a freIghter
who hauled goods across the Santa
Fe Trail from Independence to New
Mexico. Sometimes he was awarded
contracts that involved hauling mili
tary supplies to the forts along the
western sections of the Trail. He also
delivered wagon loads of peach tree
bundles that were planted in Santa
Fe and Albuquerque, The peach
orchards could still be located dec
ades later when his grandchildren
visited the cities

The Civil War interrupted Short's
freighting business. In August 1863
he witnessed flames and smoke com
ing from the town of Lawrence, Kan
sas. He refused to allow his men to
leave their camp and return to Law
rence. He knew that the men work
ing with his wagon train lacked the
resources and military experience to
stop the 400 ''bushwhackers'' led by
William Quantrill, who were burn
ing and looting the town. He moved
his men to a safer camp. Charles
Washington Short survived the Civil
War and continued trailing freight
for several years.

Mer the Civil War, Ellis Short
(Sr.), the son of Charles Washington
Short was eager to follow in the
paths traveled by his father. He be
gan a brief but adventurous career
carrying mail for the Pony Express.
He was terrified of the Indians who
chased him and reported that he
thought his young age was the pri
mary reason they spared his life.
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Later, Ellis Short (Sr.) founded a
lumber company with Englishman
William Russell Pickering. The lum
ber company stretched from Mis
souri to Texas and provided rail ties
for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad. Later, Short sold his in
terest to Pickering. He married four
times and Ellis Short (Jr.) was the
last born from his fourth marriage.

Meanwhile, another Short family
member was also making history as
a professional surveyor of Kansas.
Captain Oliver Francis Short prac
ticed his profession for the Union
during the Civil War. Mterward,
Captain Oliver Short was awarded
several contracts by the state ofKan
sas to survey the state's southwest
ern counties. In 1874 state contract
number 382 assigned him and his
team the responsibility of surveying
the section and townships of present
Meade County. He took his teenage
sons, Truman and Harold, with him

. so that they could learn to handle the
survey compass.

On Monday, August 24, 1874,
Harold was left in camp to help pla
cate rivalries between different work
crews. He was very lucky. That after
noon, Captain Oliver and his son
Truman, along with four other mem
bers of the survey team, were work
ing the section lines in Township 33
South, Range 28 West of the Sixth
Prime Meridian. They were near the
site known as Lone Tree, along
Crooked Creek. They were am
bushed by a band of renegade Ameri
can Indians, later thought to be
Cheyenne. Despite the valiant ef
forts of Captain Oliver to save his
men and his son, no one of the survey
party with Oliver Short survived.
Those in camp were not harmed.
Later, soldiers from Fort Dodge bur
ied the men in a mass grave. In De
cember, a deployment of soldiers
from Fort Leavenworth came with
metal caskets and moved the re
mains to cemeteries in Lawrence,
Kansas.

In 1924, 50 years after the "Lone
Tree Massacre," a memorial service
was held at the site. Harold and his
sisters were present. A marker was
placed at the site and can be seen one
mile west of the present town of Me
ade on Highways 54 and 160.

The stories about the Short family
were passed down to Jane by her fa
ther, Ellis Short, Jr. But young Jane,
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Jane Mallinson receiving one of her
many awards, this from the DAR.

the second of three children from the
marriage of Ellis, Jr. and Mabel
Oleda, was not only learning about
history, she was also living it.

One of her neighborhood friends
was Margaret Truman whose father
was, then, Missouri Senator Harry
S. Truman, who was just beginning
to gain national prominence. When
Senator Truman became vice-presi
dent and, later. president, Jane's
small-town home of Independence,
became central to world-changing
developments. Jane began collecting
newspaper clippings to preserve a
record of the events and personali
ties that impacted her home town.
To the present, Jane has continued
the practice of preserving newspaper
clippings reporting on historical
events and personalities, especially
those related to the history of Jack
son County, Missouri, and westward
trails. Her house has developed into
an archive that she generously
shares with those interested in pri
mary source documents.

While Jane was attending Metro
politan Community College in Kan
sas City, Missouri, World War II
erupted. She recalls the day after the
attack on Pearl Harbor when young
men began cleaning out their lock
ers. Later many of those young men
enlisted in the military and went off
to war in Europe, the Pacific, or both.
It was during the war years that
Jane married her high school sweet
heart, John William Mallinson, Jr.
They lived on land that was first a
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dairy and later a cattle farm. They
have been married 63 years and
have six children: Dana, Anne,
Laura, John III, Matt, and Donald.

Marriage to John Mallinson
brought another branch of family
history into Jane's life. John's grand
father was Abraham Mallinson.
During the Civil War, Abraham was
with the 6th Kansas Cavalry and
ranged through Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Missouri. Following the Civil
War, Abraham led herds of horses
and mules across Kansas into Colo
rado. He never abandoned his love of
horses and his descendants carried
forward the legacy. In 1988, for ex
ample, his great-granddaughter,
Anne, traveled horseback much of
the Trail from Arrow Rock to Santa
Fe (see her book, Mulberries and
Prickly Pear, available from the Last
Chance Store).

In addition to raising and herding
horses and mules, Abraham Mallin
son bought bottom land downriver
from the Wayne City Landing site,
an early port where goods were
hauled up the banks and placed in
wagons bound for the West. After
flooding, the Mallinson family mov
ed to land closer to Independence
where the family lives still. It is a
Missouri Century Farm.

Jane and John Mallinson live in
an area surrounded by rich history.
Jane is in great measure responsible
for the preservation and promotion
of much of that history. In Jackson
County, Missouri, historians re
searching the American West, are
advised to just "ask Jane," and she
will provide the material. Historians
can use her lectures, articles, or the
educational video, "Petticoat Pio
neers," one of the first documen
taries related to women of the West.
Her accomplishments are well
known and greatly appreciated. She
has been recognized for her efforts to
preserve and share American history
from President George W. Bush and
the DAR, at the national level, to
being named Board Member of the
Year by the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter of the Santa Fe
Trail Association of which she is a
charter member. Thanks to citizens
like Jane Short Mallinson, the
history of Jackson County, Missouri,
and the stories of the men and
women who headed westward along
the Santa Fe Trail, "live on."
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wounded. During the fight I was
standing near a sergeant and I no
ticed him drop an Indian amongst
a patch of willows. When it was
over we went to where the Indian
lay. The bullet that killed him
lodged in a cottonwood tree near
by. I took the bullet and the In
dian's hunting knife and kept them.

That fall I went to work for Line,
Fletcher and Co., who furnished
beef to the soldiers at Fort Laramie.
One morning. Charles Herman and
Iwere driving a herd of cattle to the
Fort when we were surrounded by
Indians. We fought all day until
dark. They killed Charlie and both
our saddle horses. I was wounded
in five places: twice in the left arm.
twice in the right leg below the
knee. and once in the right chest.
They didn't get me because I lay
between two dead horses. Every
time they closed in I raised up on
my good arm and kept them off
with my six-shooter.

The Indians left sometime during
the night. When all was still, I started
to Bates Fork, a small stream about
two and a half miles away. where a
ranch house was being built. I
reached the house early in the
morning. No one was there. The
people had gone to Cheyenne, I
learned afterward. About five hun
dred yards from the house was the
road between Fort Russell and Fort
Laramie. When I reached this road I
could go no farther. I didn't expect
to live much longer.

I lay in the road until nine o'clock,
when the paymaster from Fort Rus
sell, along with an escort of cavalry,
picked me up. They took me to the
Fort Laramie Hospital. The doctors
said my chances were pretty slim.
But I pulled through in fine shape.

On getting well, I hired out to the
quartermaster and went with a
mule outfit to Fort Phil Kearny, mriv
ing there on Christmas Eve. The day
before, 94 soldiers had been mas
sacred near the fort. Our company
gathered up the dead, a doctor's
dog was the only survivor. and
hauled them to the Fort and buried
them in a long trench. This was in
1868. I stayed at Fort Phil Kearny
one month and went back to Fort

THE MEMOIR OF JUAN CRISOSTO ROMERO, 1838-1912
Introduction by Mike Olsen

cially dates, not noted here but
which Mr. Harrity has addressed.

Juan Crisosto Romero
His Spoken Memoir

I was born February 13, 1838, at
Cebolleta, currently known as Se
boyeta, Valencia County, Depart
ment of New Mexico. I joined the
United States Army for service in the
Civil War, September 11, 1861, be
ing then 21 years of age. I received
an honorable discharge on March
11, 1862, after slight service. I then
went to my home in Seboyeta,
New Mexico, and stayed there two
years. In 1864 I went to fight the
Apache Indians in Arizona, Gen
eral Nelson Miles being my com
mander. Coming back from this ex
pedition we went to Fort Wingate.
New Mexico. and thence to Fort
Union.

I then hired out to a bull outfit en
route to Kansas City, Kansas. Arriv
ing there I left the outfit and went to
Lexington, Missouri. and worked in
the timber for a while. Quitting this
job, I walked up the Missouri River
to Fort Leavenworth and stayed
there all winter. In the spring I took
passage on a steamboat to Ne
braska City, Nebraska. and hired
out to a freighting outfit to Fort La
ramie, Wyoming. We had lots of
trouble with the Indians on the
road. Before we got to Fort Jules
burg, four men had been killed. We
arrived at Fort Laramie in August,
1866. Here I hired out to a trading
company owned by Bullock and
Ward.

While I was working for this com
pany, some Sioux Indians came to
the Fort and stole two yoke of cat
tle belonging to John Lee who was
cutting telephone poles for the
government. Lee came to the Fort
and called for help. I and a French
man named Barrett went out with
a company of cavalry. We caught
up with the Indians fourteen miles
from the Fort. They were at Raw
hide Buttes, a piece of country
called Government Farm. They
were camped and roasting the
meat of the stolen oxen.

We surrounded them and had
quite a fight for three hours. Four In
dians were killed and two soldiers

I T is not every day that you meet
someone whose grandfather was
born in 1838 - and fought in the Civil
War, serving under Kit Carson! And
accompanied George A. Custer to the
Black Hills! Such is the case, though,
with my neighbor in Colorado
Springs, Carol Romero Matson.

The grandfather in question was
Juan Crisosto Romero, born in Se
boyeta, New Mexico. Did I mention
that Mr. Romero also traveled the
Santa Fe Trail, in 1864? Fortunately
for us, he dictated the following short
memoir in 1909. It is printed with
the permission of his grandson, Mr.
Ralph Harrity.

Mr. Harrity has extensively ed
ited this memoir and privately
printed his study, a model of genea
logical research in which he ex
hausts all pertinent church records,
local and state vital statistics, mili
tary documents, and important sec
ondary sources. He provides context
for Juan Crisosto Romero's varied
experiences, such as his enlistment
in the New Mexico Volunteers and
engagement in the Battle of Val
verde. his employment with a Santa
Fe Trail "bull outfit" from Fort Union
to Kansas City, his timber and cattle
contracts with the U.S. Army in Ne
braska and Wyoming, and his rail
road, mining, and hotel ventures in
the Black Hills. Juan Crisosto even
tually married, in 1891. He and his
wife had ten children, the last born
in 1911. He died in 1912.

This memoir will not change our
understanding of the history of the
Santa Fe Trail, U.S. Army relations
with American Indians, or of any
major developments or personalities
of the era. In some ways, that is what
makes it attractive. It is the record of
a life lived. It reveals how a young
man from New Mexico made his
choices and experienced the opportu
nities offered him in the last half of
the nineteenth century on the Great
Plains. Not to put too fine a point on
it, Mr. Romero is an "everyman" for
his time and his place.

The Santa Fe Trail Association
thanks Mr. Ralph Harrity and Ms.
Carol Romero Matson for the chance
to publish this memoir. There are
factual errors in the memoir, espe-
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Laramie, and again went back to
Fort Kearny taking goods to the
Crow Indians.

That fall I bought a horse and
pack mule and spent the winter kill
ing game and selling it in Chey
enne. Late in the winter I took sick
and lay in my cabin at the head of
a creek called Chog for three
months. Getting well. I went to Fort
Laramie, bought some horses, and
went to work putting up wood for
the government. Two days before
New Year's, the Indians stole my
horses (nine). I then went to Fort
Fetterman and stayed there until
spring. I stayed at Fort Laramie until
1873.

That fall I went placer mining in
the Sweetwater country. I got my
supplies frorn two sisters who own
ed a road ranch on Little Portage
Creek. The last time I went there I
met their hired man a half mile from
the ranch. He said the house was
surrounded by Sioux Indians. We
went back, fired a few shots at
them and they left. Going into the
house we found one of the women
dead and the other nearly so. She
died in a few minutes. I rode to Fort
Washadee and reported what had
taken place. A company went in
pursuit of the Indians. I stayed at
the Fort and made hay for the gov
ernment.

In the fall I went back to the
Sweetwater mines, and then went
down the river to Fort Fetterman.
On this trip I slept in the daytime
and traveled at night. The Indians
were very numerous and hostile.
This was in 1875. From Fort Fetter
man I went to Camp Sheridan and
joined General Custer's expedition
going to the Black Hills. We started
from Spotted Tail Agency and
crossed the Cheyenne River at the
head of the Bad Lands and fol
lowed Elk Creek to the Hills. We
traveled southwest across the Hills
crossing many little streams, on one
of which there was a placer mine
operated by a Frenchman. He was
one of the first miners in the Hills. The
steam was named French Creek
after him. We followed French
Creek to the present site of Custer
City and camped there two weeks.
From there I went to Fort Robinson.
Clar Deer, an Indian trader, hired
me to take a dispatch to Fort La
ramie, 95 miles from Fort Robinson.
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From Fort Laramie I went with
General Crook driving a team to
Fort Reno on the Powder River. I
went back to Fort Laramie and
contracted chopping wood for the
government. This was the spring of
1877. For a time I hauled freight
from Sidney, Nebraska, to the Pine
Ridge Agency with my own team.
After this I freighted for a year be
tween the North Platte River and
Fort Robinson. In 1878, I helped
Lieutenant Robinson move the Indi
ans from the Red Cloud Agency to
the forks of the White River. After
this I camped near Fort Sheridan,
working at odd jobs until 1879.

I then went to Sidney, Nebraska,
and happened to be there when
President Garfield passed through
on a trip to California. For a while I
freighted with my team for the gov
ernment, hauling sawmill machin
ery from Sidney to the Pine Ridge
Agency. In 1881, I went to Fort Pi
erre and hauled freight continu
ously to the Black Hills. In the spring
of 1887, I went to Douglas, Wyo
ming, and tried railroad contract
ing, building grade. In starting, I
had ten mules and horses. At the
finish, I sold all to pay the men. I
then went to the Black Hills and
worked on the railroad being built
into Deadwood.

I located in Whitewood, South
Dakota, in 1891 and married Edith
Sheets. We tried the hotel business
unsuccessfully. I placer mined for
several years on Whitewood
Creek.

Iam now 71 years of age and fa
therof nine children, the oldest, Mil
dred, being dead. This is just a sum
mary of what I can remember of
my life. I have forgotten most of the
incidents and dates.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-Traffic in Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity ofthe Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Please submit poems for
consideration to Sandra M. Doe,
Dept. of English, Campus Box 32,
Metropolitan State College of Den
ver, PO Box 173362, Denver CO
80217-3362.

When I was a student at Doane
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College, I studied with Stanley J.
Solomon as an English major. I came
to own Kansas Renaissance, edited
by Solomon and Warren Kliewer
(Coronado Publications, 1961). Not
too long ago I took the book off the
shelf and began reading to discover
this poem by May Williams Ward.

May Williams Ward edited The
Harp, a poetry magazine which be
gan in 1925. She was also the poetry
editor of Kansas Magazine and the
book editor of the Wellington Daily
News. She wrote many books, among
them, No Two Years Alike (1960); her
poetry volume, Double Rhythm, was
assembled by her own hand for Po.
etry magazine editor Harriet Monroe
in 1929, complete with woodblock
prints ofher own construction. Thus,
it seems certain that she was part of
the American poetry renaissance be
gun by Harriet Monroe in 1912.

The current Kansas Poet Laure
ate (2007-2009), Denise Low, is writ
ing a book about Ward. WT readers
can read more poems by Ward by us
ing Blue Skyways, a service of the
Kansas State Library <http://sky
ways.1ib.ks.us/poetry/seesaw/index.
html>. Her papers are held at the
Wichita State University Library,
and The Kenneth Spencer Library at
the University of Kansas in Law
rence holds some correspondence
and manuscripts. Washburn Univer
sity's Center for Kansas studies also
presents her in its Historical Bibliog
raphy. She won the Poetry Society of
America Award for a series of poems
entitled "Dust Bowl" which was then
published in the New York Times.

In this poem she celebrates water
on the prairie, crossing time to the
present moment, the real experience
of trail travelers, captured in words.

Old Spring at Independence

by May Williams Ward
No liVing man remembers when
This was not cherished.
Perhaps Harahey scooped it up
In coppery palms, or his squaws

dipped in
A thick clay pot or a rnussel shell
Brought here from the river.
French furtraders drank here too
When they parleyed with the Indi-

ans.
Rim of the spring was dust and

mud
When the Santa Fe trail passed by

it;
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When cedar pails and dippers of
gourd

And fine china cups from Boston
Took turns with canteens filled by

troops
Who guarded the covered wag

ons.
The spring still wells up cold and

clear.
Today as it was in the old days,
We dip in our picnic paper cups.

PAWNEE RIVER,
A DIFFICULT CROSSING

by David K. Clapsaddle

[8FTA Ambassador Clapsaddle is
president of the Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter, which has placed many
markers along the chapter's section
of the Trail.]

THESE quotations were gathered
for the interpretive markers placed
on the Pawnee River.
1.
The records are replete with refer
ences to difficult crossings on the
Pawnee River, often known as
Pawnee Fork.

One such fording occurred in 1844
when a Bent-St. Vrain caravan was
held up by high water for nearly a
month. Detained at the same time
was Rufus Sage who wrote,

On April 23, having arrived at
Pawnee Fork, we were obliged to re
main some four weeks before a ford
could be effected, but the dense herds
ofbuffaloes that thronged the vicinity
abated somewhat the annoyance of
delay.

Rufus Sage
May 21,1844

Later in the same year, a caravan
captained by Samuel Owens experi
enced a troublesome crossing.

The second day after, we arrived at
Pawnee Fork, and, as the crossing
was very difficult, we concluded to
turn out, repair the road, and pre
pare for crossing the next morning.
The east bank must be from twenty to
thirty feet above the water and very
steep - so much so, that we were com
pelled to lock both hind wheels, hitch
a yoke of good wheelers to the hind
axle, and all the men that can be used
to advantage to assist in holding
back and prevent the wagon from
turning over. Even with all these pre
cautions, accidents frequently hap
pen, and the descent is so rapid the
teams get doubled up and oxen run
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over.
The next morning we began cross

ing; and when the wagons were about
halfacross, one of Wethered's wagons
turned over into the stream. The west
bank was steep but not so high as the
east one. Yet we had to double teams
to get out and make a short and very
difficult turn up the stream; so the
wagon fell into deep water, and bot
tom up. All hands took to the water
and in two or three hours succeeded
in getting dry goods and wagon to
camp on the opposite bank. The next
two days were spent in opening the
goods, and spreading them on the
ground to dry, repacking, and load
ing up.

James J. Webb
September 1844

2.
In the summer of 1846, several de
tachments associated with Colonel
Stephen W. Kearny's Army of the
West arrived at the Pawnee River en
route to Santa Fe at the onset of the
Mexican War. Kearny's main force,
Lieutenant William H. Emory's to
pographical engineers, and the Mor
mon Battalion all experienced diffi
cult crossings.

Kearny's Main Force
The river, swollen by recent show

ers, was impassable. Col. Kearney,
however, with his accustomed en
ergy, determined not to delay. He
therefore, caused trees to be felled
across the deep, rapid current. This
was the labor of a day. On the trunks
of these trees the men passed over,
carrying with them their sick, arms,
accoutrements, tents, and baggage.
In this manner the principal loading
of the wagons was also transported.
Our animals were forced to swim the
stream. The wagons, the bodies be
ing made fast to the running gear,
were next floated across by means or
ropes attached to them and hauled
up the hill by manual power. This
immense labor having been accom
plished without serious accident or
loss, on the 17th Col. Kearney put
his whole column in motion.

John Taylor Hughes
July 17, 1846

The Topographical Engineers
3.
Today we commenced crossing our
camp and before 11 (o'clock) every
thing was safe on the south side of the
river. Although our raft had lost
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much of its buoyancy by its becoming
waterlogged, it had been built of the
driest timber that we could find, for
the elm and box elder, the only wood
here, has when green a specific grav
ity but little less than that of water.
Our wagon body was used as a deck
to distribute the weight more equa
bly. A rope was stretched across on
which a noose could slide; this noose,
being attached raft, prevented our
craft being swept away in case the
stretched cable should break. This
precaution proved most wise, as the
rope did break, but the knots upon it
prevented the bridle from sliding off
and our craft swung round into an
eddy comparatively calm.

Lt. James W. Abert
July 16, 1846

The Mormon Battalion
On the evening of the 9th we en

camped on a stream known as
Pawnee Fork, the crossing of which
was very difficult and occupied some
time. Each wagon had to be let down
the bank with ropes, while on the op
posite bank from twenty to thirty men
with ropes aided the teams in pulling
the wagons up. The water was
muddy, very much like that of the
Missouri River.

Sgt. Daniel Tyler
September 9,1846

FREMONT AND THE PAWNEE
RNER
4.
In July, 1845, Captain John C. Fre
mont crossed the Pawnee River near
this point. Leaving the Santa Fe
Trail, he led his company westward
along the Pawnee to its headwaters.
There, he turned northwest to the
Smoky Hill River and continued
west following his 1844 route
(though in reverse) to the Arkansas
River twenty-five miles below Bent's
Fort.

The route west along the Pawnee
was used at an earlier time as de
scribed by Joseph Brown, surveyor
with the 1825-1827 U. S. Surveying
Expedition.

From this point some travelers
prefer to continue up on the south
side of this creek for some distance
then crofsing it several times, con
tinue westward crofsing the head wa
ters over to the Arkansas.

This brings the number of inter
pretive markers placed by the chap
ter to 33.
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selves here with draught-cattle and
provisions for the journey to North
ern Mexico; and the Mexican Gov
ernment under Santa Ana, by rais
ing the import dues, and enforcing
them strictly on the United States
frontier, while facilitating the impor
tations through the sea-ports of the
country, enabled the merchandize
brought to Chihuahua from the
south by the interior to be sold
cheaper than that carried to EI Paso
across the frontiers, either from the
Missouri or Texas. At the time, how
ever, to which my narrative refers,
this change had not yet been ef
fected; and the caravan with which I
travelled still preferred the longest
of all possible routes. The merchan
dize sent by railway and steamboat
to the Missouri, was loaded on wag
gons at Weyne [Wayne] City (near
Independence), and was thus con
veyed to New Mexico, and down the
Rio Grande to EI Paso, where it
passed the frontier, and thence to the
town of Chihuahua. EI Paso was at
that time the only place of entry on
the Chihuahua frontier. The Pre
sidio del Norte, further south on the
Rio Grande, has since been added as
a second, and the road through
Texas has thus acquired a decided
preference.

These commercial expeditions
through the interior of the Continent
are attended by considerable danger
to life as well as property, and great
personal courage and perseverance
are required to bear the fatigue and
privations attending them. It is the
more surprising to fInd German
Jews taking a prominent part in this
commerce, and exhibiting a fearless
courage rarely attributed to the Jew
ish nation.

In company with Mr. H. Mayer I
started from New York on the morn
ing of the 16th of June; the steam
ferry conveyed us over the North
River to Jersey City, where we took
the train for Dunkerke on Lake Erie.
The railway is constructed in the
bold and careless manner peculiar to
the North Americans. We were
swept along on rails laid down upon
the edge of steep mountain declivi
ties, or round projecting rocks,
through the wooded and mountain
ous country. The air was close, and
the rocking and shaking motion of

even at the present day so unsafe
and inhospitable for travelling that
it is impossible to cross them except
in parties; and a person who has not
the means to equip an expedition
himself is obliged to join some other
caravan. I here met with an oppor
tunity of this kind, with pleasant
companions, and readily joined the
party. Our caravan, which was to
start from Independence, on the
Missouri, consisted of eighteen or
twenty waggons, each drawn by ten
mules, with the requisite number for
relays, and the complement of
drivers, muleteers, &c. The whole
party was under the conduct of a
second partner of the Firm, Mr. H.
Mayer.

The State of Chihuahua, which is
the farthest one in Mexico from any
sea-port, has for a long time received
the chief part of the merchandize
connected with its trade by route
through the interior of the United
States - the so-called Santa-Fe road.
On a first glance at the distances
upon the map, this appears scarcely
conceivable; but the fact is explained
when the attending circumstances
are known. The extraordinary facil
ity of the transport by railways, ca
nals, and steamers on the rivers in
the United States from New York to
the Missouri - the natural facilities
of the roads through the prairies
west of that river - the cheapness of
journeying in this country, where the
feed of the draught cattle costs little
or nothing - the bold spirit of enter
prize, and the skilful management of
the transport in the United States 
lastly, the origin of this intercourse
from the pedlar-trade on the fron
tiers and the traffic with the Indians
- have for some time given to this
route, although about six times the
length of the distance of Chihuahua
from the nearest Mexican port, a
preference to the transport on beasts
of burden over the difficult passes of
the mountains of Mexico, with the
indolence and timidity of the Mexi
cans. Of late years, however, these
commercial relations have under
gone a change. The North Americans
have begun to prefer the much
shorter journey by Texas to the Mis
souri route, as the rapid advance of
the colonization of Western Texas
enables the traders to provide them-

JULIUS FROEBEL'S WESTERN TRAVELS, PART I

JULIUS Froebel, 1805-1893, was a
German geographer, geologist, pro
fessor, and politician (a nationalist
and socialist). He was the nephew of
philosopher Friedrich Froebel who
developed the idea and established
the first kindergarten in 1837.

Julius was a leader in the revolu
tionary movement of 1848 and was a
representative to the national as
sembly that met in Frankfurt. Mter
the revolution was crushed, Julius
escaped execution and came to
America. From 1850-1856 he travel
ed extensively in Central America
and portions of western North Amer
ica. He returned to Germany in 1857
under terms of amnesty and pub
lished a book of his travels, Seven
Years' Travel in Central America,
Northern Mexico, and the Far West of
the United States. This book was
translated into English and pub
lished in London in 1859. So far as
can be determined, it has not been
reprinted.

The volume is divided into three
parts: Book I, Rambles in Nicaragua,
Upper Mosquitia, and on the Shores
of the Gulf of Honduras; Book II,
Journey from New York by Missouri
to the North of Mexico; Stay at Chi
huahua, and Return Through Texas;
(including a trip over the Santa Fe
Trail), and Book III, Journey from
the Coast of Texl;l.s, and Through the
District of the Gila and Colorado, to
San Francisco, Residence There, and
Return.

Froebel's account of travel over
the Santa Fe Trail and into Chihua
hua in 1852-1853 is a rare item to
day. Prices for copies of the English
edition range up to $2,000. His ob
servations, commentaries, views of
American society, and travel experi
ences deserve a wide audience. The
contents of Book II are reprinted
here and in following issues to make
his story available to interested
readers.

Book /I

In the spring of 1852 I made the
acquaintance of Mr. Samuel Kauf
mann, of the fIrm of Messrs. Mayer
and Co., trading with Chihuahua,
who invited me to accompany one of
the transports of the Firm from
Missouri to Chihuahua. The back
wilds of the North American Conti
nent, still traversed by Indians, are
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the carriage, together with the dust
and heat, extremely fatiguing. The
country, however, offered a refresh
ing aspect; for some distance the rail
way runs at a considerable height
along a mountain ridge, with views
alternating right and left into the
wooded valleys. From the Delaware
to Lake Erie the country increases in
beauty: the railway runs through
green valleys, richly watered by
rivulets, between beautifully wooded
hills. The pine forests prevailing on
the Delaware give way to a different
class of trees, and only a hemlock-fir
or white pine here and there, stands
amidst oaks, maples, locusts, and
other trees of foliage. On the mead
ows and clearings stand new houses,
singly or in groups, indicating the
first lines of streets in towns still to
be built. Everywhere the natural
wealth of the country and the active
industry of man were to be seen. We
travelled over the last portion of this
road in the night, and embarked at
Dunkerke on Lake Erie for Cleve
land.

The night on the lake was tranquil
and pleasantly cool. In the morning
we coasted the shore, which is flat,
covered with wood, but cleared in
many places. Here and there stands
a single house. Most of the farms of
this country are situated somewhat
inland, and are not visible from the
water. Early in the morning we
reached Cleveland.

The site of this town on the high
bank of Lake Erie is uncommonly
fine; but we were not allowed to stop
there. On landing from the steam
boat, we immediately entered the
railway carriages; in a few minutes
we were out of sight of the town, and
proceeded without stop through the
forests of Ohio.

In this section the traveller has an
opportunity of seeing the whole
beauty of North American forest
scenery. The grouping of the masses,
and the varieties of form and colour
ing, are endless, and often present
the most beautiful effects, in which
the tall and slender elms, with their
thick and yet light foliage, are promi
nent features.

An accident deprived me of even a
passing view of a great part of the
State of Ohio. Between La Grange
and Wellington, shortly before our
arrival, a collision of two trains had
happened. The wreck presented a
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picture of the fearful effects of veloc
ity, - an immense heap of debris of
smashed carriages. Whether any
lives were lost I could not ascertain,
and the passengers in our train
talked of nothing but the disagree
able delay caused by the accident; 
this seemed to be their only care. It
was impossible to wait for a clear
ance of the track; we had therefore to
get out and walk to Wellington, at no
great distance, and there await a
train from Cincinnati, to exchange
its passengers with our train, and
take us to that place. Meanwhile a
great storm came on. The rain
poured down in streams, and com
pelled the passengers, three to four
hundred in number, to remain
crowded together until eight o'clock
in the evening in a small room, - the
only one in which we could obtain
shelter. The rest of the route was
travelled in the night, and during in
cessant torrents of rain we reached
Cincinnati at daybreak.

We were obliged to remain four
days in this city. Various matters of
business connected with our journey
had to be transacted, and Mr. M. in
tended to be married here. In the
United States this ceremony, with
all its preparations, can be per
formed in half an hour, and to devote
a whole day to it would be a waste of
time. But the lady was to accompany
her husband on the long and arduous
journey to Chihuahua, and might
therefore claim a few days. The stop
page gave me an opportunity to see
the city and its environs. The hill at
the foot of which Cincinnati is built
commands a splendid view over the
city, over the valley of the Ohio, and
the surrounding hills. It reminds me
somewhat of the valley of the
Neckar; but the country around Cin
cinnati is on a much larger scale, and
the more luxuriant trees of this re
gion give it a more southern charac
ter. The tall elms on the other side of
the Ohio give the town of Covington
quite an aristocratic appearance. On
this side Cincinnati branches inland,
into all the little valleys or defiles be
tween the hills which enclose the
chief valley; while at the same time
the city rises on the side of them, and
- with some detached houses in the
finest situations - even reaches the
top of the elevation. The hills on this
side are more considerable than
those on the Kentucky side; and,
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while the latter are wooded, groups
of trees are scattered over the former
on a kind of lawn, or around the
country-houses, commanding the
most beautiful points of view. These
hills seem formed for the growth of
the vine, and the vineyards here and
there complete a certain European
aspect, which appears to me to dis
tinguish Cincinnati from other
American towns.

In the afternoon of the 23rd we left
Cincinnati. The rainy weather
obliged us to remain in the cabin of
the steamboat, in which we had
taken a passage to Louisville. In the
evening I went on deck for a moment.
The boat, like all the western steam
ers, was one of those large and ele
gant, but unsolid edifices, in which
the motion of the machine and of the
water is felt throughout the whole
structure. The planks of the deck
bent under my footsteps, and the
whole woodwork of the vessel shared
the motion and trembling of the river
waves. It seemed as if it must have
gone to pieces every instant.

Early the next morning we reach
ed Louisville, and on the following
day embarked for St. Louis. It was
the 25th of June, and it may not be
uninteresting to mention that in the
morning we breakfasted in the sa
loon with a fire. The sun's rays were
hot, but the air was chilly in the
shade. Our voyage lay the whole day
between wooded hills, horizontal
limestone strata cropping out here
and there. Alternately right and left
lay a beautiful plain on the concave
side of the river bends. We occasion
ally passed some commencement of a
village, consisting of a few houses, or
a single house, with a small plot of
cultivated land. The shores were
generally wooded. Oaks and elms,
with occasionally pines, appeared to
be the predominant trees. The next
morning we had before us flat
shores, with groves of poplars, suc
ceeded on the left side, below the
mouth ofthe Wabash, by hills, which
continued as far as Paduca, toward
the mouth of the Tennessee. On the
Ohio I observed no other animals
than a large dark-grey heron, some
carrion vultures, and numerous
small white gulls. In the evening, af
ter sunset, we reached Cairo, and
ran into the Mississippi.

I was interested by a conversation
I overheard between two of my trav-
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elling companions, a Kentucky
farmer, and a methodist preacher
from Indiana. It began with the sub
ject of steamboats, and passed on to
that of flying machines; which led
the farmer - a shrewd little old man,
with a bald pate and white curls be
hind his ears - to speak of the flight
of angels and spirits. The preacher
said he had heard of the invention of
a machine which was propelled "by
electricity, like the flight of the ea
gle."

''What is your idea, sir, or the spir
its of men after death?" asked the lit
tle farmer. "Do you think they will be
able to move with extraordinary ve
locity from one place to another?"

"Unquestionably," answered the
preacher.

"Well," continued the farmer, "but
as to the angels there's a difficulty I
can't get over, and I am curious, sir,
to know your opinion on the subject.
You will allow that even a spirit can
not be in two places at the same time.
Now, when God sends the angels
upon earth for the service of man,
and gives them a commission, they
will have to convey information and
receive fresh instructions; and the
question is, how quickly they are
able to do this: for if they are to help
man, and have fIrst to flyaway and
fetch instructions, this might take
too much time, and the help come too
late."

The minister sought to remove
these scruples by observing that
spirits can receive instructions in
any place, since they are everywhere
"in that spiritual atmosphere which
unites them with the Lord." The
farmer, however, seemed to take a
peculiar pleasure in his casuistry,
and to be little satisfied with this
reasoning.

The conversation here took a turn,
and passed to the rapping spirits and
the Misses Fox of Rochester, when a
third gentleman joined the party. All
three were entirely opposed to the
theory. The farmer said he would be
lieve the ladies if they did not take
money; but, as it was, he considered
the rapping of their spirits a mere
money speculation. "And the chief
speculation is still to come," added
the minister, who had evidently
some experience in such matters. "A
book will be written, containing a
collection of the revelations of spir-
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its; the book will be declared a sacred
one, and much money will be ob
tained by its sale." He appeared to
have a prejudice against unorthodox
spirits, but at the same time made
this scientifIc observation, - that
whenever a sound was made, like the
spirit-rapping, it could only be in ac
cordance with natural laws. "The
matter," observed the farmer, "is the
cause of much unhappiness;" adding,
that "in the lunatic asylum of the
State of Kentucky there were fIfteen
ladies who had gone insane from
these spiritual tricks. A young lady
received a letter pretending to be
written by a spirit, in which she was
called on to write to her deceased
parents: if they had been received
among the blessed they would reply
immediately. The girl did as she was
directed, and, receiving no answer,
concluded that her parents were
amongst the condemned. This con
viction affected her so much that she
lost her reason." "I cannot say
whether the spirits really exist or
not," observed the third gentleman;
"but, even if they do, I see no practi
cal utility in it." In this all agreed,
and so the conversation dropped.

The next day we passed some
beautiful parts of the valley of the
Mississippi. The hills (or bluffs, as
they are called) occasionally ap
proached close to the river, and their
steep, often rocky, acclivities im
parted a peculiar character to this
otherwise monotonous landscape of
wood and water.

At night we reached St. Louis,
where we stopped two days for busi
ness connected with the objects of
our journey. I had only a few hours
free, to pay a visit to some friends
resident in this town and to make
some new and valuable acquain
tances. Of the town and its environs I
saw too little to add anything to what
is already known of St. Louis.

On the 30th we embarked for
Weyne City, a small place, consisting
of a few houses, which may be called
the harbour of Independence. We left
St. Louis at noon, and in the after
noon reached the mouth of the Mis
souri, whose thick and yellow water
contrasts strongly with the clear
stream of the Upper Mississippi.
This difference is perceptible even
far below St. Louis, after the conflu
ence, on the two sides of the united
stream - nay, in fact, as far down as
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the mouth of the Ohio, until the
whole Mississippi gradually becomes
one and the same clayey stream. On
entering the Missouri our steamer
had to struggle against a strong cur
rent. At the confluence of these two
rivers their outer shores are high
and form flat hills.

Towards evening, the western
shore of the Missouri was formed by
a fIne wooded highland, at the foot of
which extends a long low bank of
horizontal limestone strata. Oaks,
locust-trees, lime-trees, elms, syca
mores, with every description of un
derwood, shade this rocky bank, and
numerous springs gush forth at its
base. Here and there stands some
miserable log-house, inhabited by
Frenchmen of the old Missouri popu
lation, whose cultivated land proba
bly lies at the back of the hills, no
trace ofcultivation being visible near
the river.

A thunderstorm obliged us to lay
to for the night. As we proceeded
next morning, the shores of the river
rose on each side, high and wooded;
in some clearing was occasionally
seen a house, surrounded by a patch
of meadow. The bottom-land near
the river is overgrown with poplars,
sycamores, and willows. The river
washes away the shores here and
there on each side, carrying the old
trees into the water. At these spots,
on the opposite side, sandbanks are
formed - a new shore - which is soon
so thickly covered by a young growth
of poplars, plane-trees, and willows,
that at a distance it has more the ap
pearance of a luxuriant cornfIeld
than of a young forest. The forests on
the banks of the river thus being
composed of portions of a different
age, give an agreeable variation to
the landscape.

Jefferson City, the capital of Mis
souri, which we passed at noon on
July 2nd, is a small place, consisting
mostly of scattered houses, built on a
high bank cleared of trees and fur
rowed by ravines. The Capitol, a
large stone building, with a semicir
cular portico and a tower with a cu
pola in the centre, stands on a green
hill, just above the river, surmount
ing a rocky bank. In the night we
passed Boonville, in the morning
Glasgow, and later in the day Bruns
wick. Of all the places I have seen on
this river, Miami is the most beauti
fully situated, on a steep grassy hill,
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crowned with oaks and rising some
what abruptly from the river. Before
reaching Lexington, the next day, I
saw, upon a sandbank in the river, a
long line of wild geese, which kept up
a comical race with our steamer. It
was indeed laughable to see the ef
forts the stupid animals made to pre
vent our passing them, whilst our
boat was moving slowly against the
strong current. Lexington is situated
partly upon a height, partly at its
foot, on the bank of the river, every
house having immediately in the
rear its own coal-pit. The entire hill,
on the side of which a coal stratum
crops out, is perforated in this man
ner. On the shore were lying the re
mains of a steamboat, which had
been blown up here a few months
before. In the middle of the hill-side
stood some elm-trees, upon one of
which the body of the captain had
been flung. Several hundred persons
lost their lives by this accident. Were
it the custom here- as it is in Mex
ico, in places where murders have
been committed - to erect memorials
at places where these accidents by
steam have occurred, such mementos
mori would never be out of sight, ei
ther on the steamboats or in the rail
way carriages of the United States.

The Missouri here makes a great
bend - a rapid and impetuous river,
difficult to navigate. Its current, on
the side of the convex shore, is im
peded by large sandbanks; and on
the side of the concave bank it is so
choked by sunken trees (snags) that
it is difficult to steer a boat between
these obstructions. A few miles from
the mouth of the Fishing river, below
Sibley, formerly Fort Osage, we actu
ally ran upon one of these snags, in
which one wheel of our boat was
caught. The steamer cracked and fell
on her side, the water rushed over
the lower deck and extinguished the
fire. Boxes, casks, and a quantity of
furniture which formed part of the
freight, fell from the lower, middle,
and upper decks in to the water, and
floated down the river sideways, and
ran the risk of drifting upon other
snags and being broken in two. How
ever, we succeeded in reaching the
shore, and lay to. At the moment the
boat fell on one side supper had just
been served: the tables were upset;
plates and dishes, jugs, cups and
saucers, and all the good things pre
pared for us, lay scattered on the
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floor, and we had to wait until eleven
o'clock before a fresh supper could be
prepared. The coolness of the Ameri
cans - even of the female sex - on
such occurrences is exemplary, and
compensates in a great measure for
their carelessness. The visible dan
ger in which on this occasion we were
placed did not at all interrupt the
cheerful conversation of the ladies,
who were gathered on the stern of
the vessel. Mter six hours' labour the
boat was free to continue her voyage
by moonlight, but we had still to
work our way for four or five miles
through a dangerous passage, beset
with innumerable snags, before get
ting into safe navigable water, which
we reached at one o'clock in the
morning.

The next morning, under a clear
sky, such a fresh west wind met us
that the steamer, which had great
difficulty in making head against the
stream, was almost stopped in her
course. At noon, however, we
reached Weyne City, where we dis
embarked.

The air had been agreeably coolon
the river; on shore the heat was
oppressive, for which this place is
noted. In the evening a carriage
arrived from Independence, which
conveyed us to this first station of
our journey. The distance is about
four miles inland. The ascent from
the river to the higher country is by a
steep hill and very bad, but a
tolerable road leads from hence to
the town. Upon this road I now saw
before me a journey of about fifteen
hundred English miles.

Independence is a small town,
with the character of a frontier place
engaged in an extensive carrying
trade. At a distance of ten to twelve
miles from it, on the road to Santa
Fe, were the last farms, on the edge
of the great Prairie, and at a few
days' journey further the road to
Oregon separates from that to New
Mexico and Chihuahua. The town is
surrounded by wheelwrights' shops,
large premises filled with new
waggons, painted red, green, or blue,
and the whole trade of the place
consists in supplying the wants of
trading and emigrant caravans,
which start from this and from a few
other stations on the Missouri for
New Mexico, Utah, California, and
Oregon. At certain times of the year
the intercourse with these distant

Wagon Tracks

countries imparts great animation to
this small town. During the last
spring the number of emigrants to
California collected here had been
very large, and the place is said to
have resembled a fair, although
those people generally live
encamped outside the town. The
season for these trains was now too
far advanced, it being no longer
possible to pass the Salt Lake before
the winter. Some emigrants,
however, who intended to winter
among the Mormons, had still time
for their journey, and the
communication with Santa Fe and
Mexico is not entirely stopped in
winter, although a journey across
the prairies at that season is always
dangerous and fatiguing. Formerly
Independence had the exclusive
benefit of this communication "over
the plains," as this far western
region is designated; but at the time
of my visit Westport, lying twelve
miles higher up the Missouri,
disputed the monopoly. Still higher
up succeed Fort Leavenworth,
Weston, St. Joseph, and Council
Bluffs all starting-points for
emigrants to California, Utah, and
Oregon. Beside these, the Mormons
have Kanesville, opposite St. Joseph,
whence their caravans usually
depart for the New Jerusalem on the
Salt Lake. I cannot say what changes
may have taken place since. From
the extensive region west of
Missouri, which, at that time, was
still belonging to the Indians, the
two territories of Kansas and
Nebrasca have since been formed,
and many a new town has since risen
into existence in the last few years.
The whole first part of my journey
passed through what is now called
Kansas, a region become famous in
the history of the struggles between
the enemies and advocates of
slavery.

Then we here were in one of those
towns which, situated on the limits
of a desert, may be compared to a
harbour; and perhaps, in spite of the
new settlements of Kansas, Inde
pendence may have maintained this
character. The camel has been called
the ship of the desert; but until the
camels introduced of late into Texas
by the Government of the United
States shall have increased suffi
ciently to playa similar part in the
New World, the trader's waggon
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must be called the ship ofthe prairie:
and indeed the waggon drawn by
mules stands in the same relation to
that drawn by oxen as the steamboat
to the sailing-vessel. Formerly oxen
were here used in preference as
draught-cattle for the journeys
across the prairies; but mules have
gradually superseded them. Teams
of mules are quicker that yokes of
oxen, and the mule is also better able
to endure heat and want of water.
Mules, however, cost three times as
much as oxen, and in the Indian ter
ritory they are a property far more in
danger. Oxen are seldom stolen by
the Indians, whereas the stealing of
mules is regarded by them as a great
and honourable exploit. The large
demand for draught-cattle of both
kinds for the numerous caravans
travelling west, has naturally given
a considerable stimulus to cattle
breeding in the State of Missouri.
The mules reared here are noted for
their beauty, size, and strength, and
although inferior to the small Mexi
can mules in briskness and endur
ance, they readily find purchasers
even in Mexico, where they are
sought for chiefly for carriage teams:
the trading caravans, therefore,
passing between the Missouri fron
tier and Northern Mexico generally
bring back only part of their mules.
From California, Oregon, and Utah,
draught-cattle very rarely return to
the east: a part of them die on the
road - a much larger proportion of
oxen than mules - which is partly ow
ing to the former having much less
power of endurance, and partly to
their not being treated with the
same care, being a less valuable
property. In this manner the cara
vans across the prairies cause a very
considerable traffic in animals, inde
pendent of the exportation of cattle
to California and Oregon.

I remained at Independence from
July 5 to August 17, our caravan be
ing detained for the arrival of mer
chandize from New York and by the
purchase of the necessary mules,.
During my stay here I witnessed the
stupid and brutal treatment to
which draught-cattle are sometimes
exposed. It is perhaps natural: wag
goners are in no country noted for
their refinement, and least of all can
we expect to fmd this in a system of
transport, in which the labour of the
teamster almost equals that of his
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beasts. The worst instances of such
cruelty I imagined I had witnessed in
Nicaragua with the ox-carts; but
what I saw in this town far exceeded
the goading practised with lances by
the Nicaraguan carreteros, although
the animals are often covered with
blood. In front of a house in which I
was staying, an ox, one of a team of
eight pairs, fell down from exhaus
tion, after toiling up the four miles of
bad road from the Missouri, and, in
spite of beating, kicking, and other
drivers' resources, the poor creature
was quite unable to recover its legs,
strangled as it was by the yoke. The
men twisted its tail and pulled it un
til it almost gave way. Vain ingenu
ity! Then, in order to rouse him, they
trod on the nostrils of the half
strangled beast, which was lying
with its muzzle on the ground, pant
ing heavily, and alternately snorting
and inhaling the dust. All was in
vain, and severer means were now
resorted to: a small quantity of gun
powder was placed under the ani
mal's nostrils and fired. The effect
was magical; but it showed itself in
the other beast under the same yoke,
which made the most extraordinary
bounds, stamped with its fore-legs
on the body of its fellow-ox, twisting
the head of the latter with the yoke,
and threatening to break its neck.
Not until after exhausting all these
efforts and torments was the poor
creature released from the yoke, and
a pailful of cold water poured over it.
The animal with difficulty now
raised itself on its tottering legs, and
as soon as it succeeded it made a
fierce rush on the nearest of its tor
mentors, who, I am sorry to say, es
caped. The ox was now removed, and
died the next day.

Independence, with its environs,
then contained four thousand in
habitants and seven churches. There
were both northern and southern
Methodists resident here-the former
appealing to the authority of the Bi
ble against, and the latter in favour
of, slavery. The northern Methodists
admit amongst them none who keep
slaves; but the slaves themselves, of
course, belong to the southern Meth
odists. "It is the will of God that the
blacks are to be slaves," said a negro,
who was preaching during my stay
here; "we must bear our fate; but in a
future world we shall be white men
and free." A German whom I met
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here told me that the blacks believe
the damned among the negroes to be
come monkeys; but if in this shape
they behave well, they are advanced
to the state of a negro again, and
bliss is eventually possible to them,
consisting in their turning white, be
coming winged, and so on. Whether
such ideas are fostered by the Chris
tian clergy I do not know, but I am al
most inclined to this opinion; nor am
I able to say what position in Mis
souri a sect may at the present time
hold who exclude from their church
every slaveholder: the struggles in
and about Kansas must, however,
render this position somewhat criti
cal. At Independence I heard much
said about the strict discipline ob
served by the Methodists with re
gard to morality and manners. A
young lady was expelled from their
church for having danced on a Sun
day, and a young man had received a
warning for having attended a cir
cus. But it is a remarkable fact, as I
have been assured, that the church
grants a furlough for sinning-that is
to say, she permits a temporary
separation from the community,
which permission is taken advan
tage of by those who wish to seek the
amusements of the world. This is evi
dently analogous to an indulgence
granted by the Roman Catholic
Church, and it is an interesting
proof, in an historical point of view,
that endeavours to establish princi
ples with excessive severity render a
compromise with their opposite in·
evitable.

Now that I am on the subject ofre
ligion, I will here mention a singular
book which fell into my hands at In
dependence, and which I perused for
want of another. It contains the con
fessions, religious opinions, and jus
tifications of Mr. Warder Cresson, of
Philadelphia, who was first a
Quaker, then a Shaker, then a Mil
lerite, and lastly made a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem and there became a
Jew. On his return his family took
steps to get him declared insane and
have him sent to an asylum: Mr.
Cresson, however, instituted a des
perate lawsuit, which he won. The
characteristic part in this man's
state of mind is the combination of
the wildest fanaticism with the most
prosaic realism. He insists on inter
preting every sentence in the Old
Testament according to the letter:
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Arrow Rock, MO, has been named
a Preserve America Community, rec
ognition for historic preservation
and economic development. Congrat
ulations Arrow Rock!

One of the porcelain Trail signs
placed on school buildings in 1948
was recently offered on e-Bay. The
bid was more than $900, but the re
serve was not met and it did not sell.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-
National Trails Day is June 7.

Please contact <www.americanhik
ing.org> for details. Plan an event to
celebrate the day.

• • • •
The annual Symphony in the

Flint Hills will be performed near
Council Grove, KS, June 14. After
noon programs, prior to the evening
performance, include Santa Fe Trail
presentations.

• • • •
A special exhibit, "Samuel Colt:

Arms, Art, and Invention," is at the
Panhandle Plains Historical Mu
seum in Canyon, TX, May 24-Sept. 1
2008..

The reader will be well served to
remember that within the decade de
scribed by Brice, three major Indian
engagements transpired: the 1864
attack upon the Cheyenne/Arapaho
village at Sand Creek, the 1867 de
struction of the Cheyenne/ Sioux vil
lage west of Fort Larned, and the
1868 decimation of the Cheyenne vil
lage on the Washita River. People on
the frontier took a favorable view of
these incidents, and it is from that
milieu that Brice extrapolated his
account. Such was the premise for
his sensationalized, if not bogus, re
ports of Indian engagements. No ef
fort has been made to edit his writ
ing. For better or for worse, this is
his story told the way he intended.

The Wet/Dry Routes Chapter of
the Santa Fe Trail Association is
pleased to reissue Brice's memoirs
and to recommend them as an arche
type of frontier experience written in
the twentieth century with regard to
a time long past.

-David Clapsaddle
President, Wet/Dry Routes Chapter

•

••

••

•

•

•

from James Brice's Reminiscences of
Ten Yars Experience on the Western
Plains-see the next review).

Baker University, the oldest insti
tution of higher learning in Kansas,
and Baldwin City have important
Trail connections, located in Douglas
County where the newest SFTA
chapter was recently formed. This
book is highly recommended to any
one interested in the broader and en
during aspects of Trail history.

• • • •
James Brice, Reminiscences of Ten
Years Experience on the Western
Plains. 1905; Reprint, Larned: Wet!
Dry Routes Chapter SFTA, 2008. Pp.
24. Paper, $3.00 postpaid, available
from Last Chance Store.

The WetJDry Routes Chapter has
reprinted another booklet about the
Santa Fe Trail. James Brice was
born in Donegal, Ireland, and immi
grated to the United States in 1857
at age 18. The following year he ar
rived at Independence, Missouri,
where he was employed by the Hall
and Porter Mail Company as a driver
on its mail route to Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Two years later, he was
hired by Hall and Porter's successor,
the Missouri Stage Company, to
manage the Pawnee Fork Mail Sta
tion near Fort Larned, Kansas.

He remained in that position, em
ployed by a series of mail companies,
until 1867 when the mail station was
closed. In the following year, he con
tracted with the Southern Overland
Mail and Express Company to sup
ply three of its mail stations in Colo
rado with hay. On September 12,
1868, Kiowa warriors under Chief
Little Raven raided Brice's camp
east of Fort Lyon, driving off 45
mules. Resultantly, Brice was only
able to fulfill part of the contract and
that after a delay of two and one-half
months. Brice appealed to the Indian
Bureau of the Interior Department
to be reimbursed for his losses total
ing $18,150. He received only $9,000
of the claim.

Brice returned to Jackson County,
Missouri, in the 1880s, where he
served as Kansas City's street com
missioner for a number of years. He
published Reminiscences of Ten
Years Experience on the Western
Plains in 1905. He died on December
8, 1908, and was buried next to his
wife in St. Mary's Cemetery, Inde
pendence, Missouri.

-CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES
Katherine Burke Graziano, Baker
Lands: The Struggle to Start a
School and a Town on the Santa Fe
Trail. Newton, KS: Mennonite Press,
2008. Pp. xvi + 112. Maps, illustra
tions, notes, bibliography, index. Pa
per, $13.95 + shipping. Available
from Last Chance Store.

This finely-crafted book, based on
extensive research and fully docu
mented, tells the difficult story of the
establishment of the town of Bald
win City, Kansas, and the founding
of Baker University there. Located
on the Santa Fe Trail, the land was
claimed by Jacob Hall, mail contrac
tor, who clearly acquired the claim in
order to charge an exorbitant fee to
the Methodist founders of the uni
versity. He apparently tried similar
tactics at other points along the
Trail, including Council Grove.

Kathie Graziano has produced a
model of scholarship, ferreting out
the minute details of the story, in
cluding mystery and intrigue, and
presenting it all in an interesting
and readable format, including maps
and illustrations (one of which comes

the passage "Blessed are they who
walk on the ways of Jerusalem" is, in
his view, a command to him to leave
his family and all his interests in
Philadelphia, and to repair to Jeru
salem by the shortest route. He ad
vises everyone to do the same, and,
for the convenience of all who are
willing to follow his advice, he gives
the following information at the end
of his book: "From Philadelphia to
Jerusalem 21 days and a quarter:
First class, 190 dollars 75 cents.; sec
ond class, 135 dollars 50 cents." In
the year 1854, according to Mr. Cres
son's interpretation, the kingdom of
God was to commence, when every
one judged worthy was to receive his
portion of the inheritance at Jerusa
lem; and the fear of receiving less
than others appears to have been a
principal motive for his journey
thither-a trait which depicts clearly
the realistic character of the course
of ideas that urged this strange man
to embrace Judaism.

(continued next issue)
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SLiDING YOKE ERROR FIXED
by David K. Clapsaddle

My article in the February 2008
Wagon Tracks, "Old Dan and His
Traveling Companions: Oxen on the
Santa Fe Trail," contains a signifi
cant error. It was reported that slid
ing (adjustable) yokes were em
ployed to train young steers and
were used to accommodate the ani
mals' growth. Such I have since
learned from an expert in New
Hampshire was not the case. Rather,
sliding yokes were used to accommo
date the spacing of the oxen. By way
of example in a logging operation,
when a yoke of oxen had to move
close together to pass between two
trees, the bows would slide toward
the middle of the yoke. When the
oxen pulled a heavy load and moved
farther apart to gain traction, the
bows would automatically slide to
ward the end of the yoke. I am happy
to make this correction and express
thanks to my New Hampshire
friend.

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS

Paula Manini, editor
This column lists events and news

from Trail sites, museums, and re
lated organizations. Please send in
formation following the format be
low. Be sure to include your address,
phone number, and e-mail. The next
column will list hours and activities
scheduled for September through
November. To be included, send in
formation to Paula Manini at the
Trinidad History Museum (see be
low) by July 1. 2008. Also, please
keep sending any changes regarding
e-mail addresses, contact informa
tion, news, and changes of hours
open.
Arthur Roy Mitchell Memorial Museum

of Western Art
150 East Main St
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-4224
E-mail: mitchellmuseum@qwest.net
• Enjoy artwork of Trinidad native

A. R. Mitchell, Harvey Dunn, and
other Western artists. The mu
seum also features historic photo
graphs, Hispanic folk art, Indian
artifacts, and cowboy gear.

• The Museum and Gift Shop will
open Tuesday-Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. through the summer.
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• Admission: $3 for adults; members
and children 12 and under free.

Arrow Rock State Historic Site
PO Box 124
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231 or 3330
E-mail: kborgman@lland.net
Websites: www.arrowrock.org;
www.mostateparks.com/arrowrock.
htm
• Open 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday;

Sunday by chance.
Barton County Museum & Village
PO Box 1091
Great Bend KS 67530
Telephone: 620-793-5125
Website: www.bartoncountymuseum
.org
• Open Wednesday-Friday, 10 a.m.

5 p.m.; Saturday, 1-5 p.m. Group
tours available by reservation.

Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site
35110 Highway 194 East
La Junta CO 81050
Telephone: 719-383-5010
E-mail: rlck_wallner@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov.beol
• Open 9 a.m. To 4 p.m. daily with

guided tours offered at 10:30 a.m.
and 1:00 p.m. To schedule group
tours, call 719-383-5026.
May 5 - September 2: Trails and
Rails Trips narrated excursions
aboard Amtrak's Southwest Chief
depart La Junta, CO, on Mondays
and Fridays for overnight trips to
Albuquerque, NM. Follow the
Mountain Route of the Trail over
Raton Pass while learning stories
of people, plants, and animals
along the way. For more informa
tion, call 719-383-5024.

Boggsvllle Historic Site
PO Box 68
Las Animas CO 81054
Telephone: 719-456-1358
E-mail: boggsvllle67@Yahoo.com
Website: www.bentcounty.org/sltes
andcelebrations/historlc/htm
• Contact Boggsville for tours and activi-

ties.
Boot Hili Museum
Front Street
Dodge City KS 67801
Telephone: 620-227-8188
E-mail: frontsl@pld.com
Website: www.boothlll.org
• Museum: Call for hours.
• Boot Hill Cemetery, Boot Hill &

Front Street:Open Monday-Satur
day 9:00-5:00 and Sunday 1:00
5:00.

• Santa Fe Trail Ruts nine miles
west of Dodge City on US Hwy
400; markers and observation
point. Open during daylight hours.

Cimarron Heritage Center Museum
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PO Box 214
Boise City OK 73933
Telephone: 580-544-3479
E-mail: museum@ptsi.net
Website: www.ptsi.net!users/museum
• Open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.

12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m., except major
holidays.

• June 4-7: Santa Fe Trail Daze with
free bus tour to Autograph Rock
and other scenic sites in the Ken
ton area. For reservations, call the
museum. Lunch for the bus trip is
available for a fee.

Cimarron Recreation Area
Cimarron National Grassland
PO Box 300
242 EHighway 56
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-4621
E-mail: sharilbutler@fs.fed.us
Website: www.fs.fed.us/r2/psicc/cim
• Call for hours and activities or

visit the web site.
Citizens Committee for Historic Preser
vation
127 Bridge Street
PO Box 728
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-425-8802
E-mail: hlstoric@cybermesa.com
Website: www.lasvegasnmcchp.com
• July 30-August 2: Las Vegas Heri

tage Week begins with dinner at
historic Plaza Hotel with folklorist
Elba C de Baca recalling high
lights of her 90 years in northern
New Mexico.

• July 31: Program about Fort Un
ion National Monument at 7 p.m.
AtCCHP.

• August 1: Free guided morning
walking tour in historic Old Town
and New Town; lunch at historic
Douglas Street Masonic Building.

• August 1: Traditional Pioneer Din
ner followed by a presentation at
the Immaculate Conception old
school building at Carnegie Park.

• August 2: The 18th annual uPlaces
with a Past Tour." Visit historic
homes, buildings, and the famous
Montezuma Castle. Tours at own
pace with docents, 10 a.m.-4 p.m..
Purchase $20 tickets from CCHP.

• August 2: The Missoula Children's
Theater at New Mexico Highlands
University's Ilfeld Theater, featur
ing local student actors.

Coronado Qulvlra Museum
Rice County Historical Society
105 West Lyon
Lyons KS 67554
Telephone: 620·257-3941
E-mail: cqmuseum@hotmail.com
• Open Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00,
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Sunday 1:00 to 5:00, closed major
holidays.

Friends of Arrow Rock
309 Main
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231
E-mail: kborgman@iland.net
Websites: www.friendsar.org; www.ar
rowrock.org
· Call for hours and events.
Fort Union National Monument
PO Box 127
Watrous NM 87753
Telephone: 505-425-8025
E-mail: Claudette_Norman@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/foun
• Open Monday-Sunday except for

major holidays. Located 8 miles
north of Interstate 25 at the end of
NM Highway 161.

• Self-guided interpretive trails (1.6
mile and .5 mile) through the ru
ins. Guided tours by request;
groups of ten or more people need
advance reservations.

• June 7: First Fort Tours at 10 a.m.,
11:30 a.m., 1 p.m., and 2:30 p.m.
The First Fort is usually closed to
the public, so take advantage of
these special tours.

• July 10-20: "Cultural Encounters"
series with guest speakers and liv
ing-history programs.

• August 23: "An Evening at Fort
Union: Candlelight Tours."

Gas and Historical Museum
Stevens County Historical Society
PO Box 87
Hugoton KS 67951
Telephone: 620-544-8751
E-mail: svcomus@pld.com
• Call for information.
Grant County Chamber of Commerce
113-B South Main
Ulysses KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-4700
Website: www.ulysseschamber.org
· Call for information.
Herzstein Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society
PO Box 75 (2nd & Walnut Sts.)
Clayton NM 88415
Telephone: 505-374-2977
E-mail: uchs@plateautel.net
• Call for hours and events.
Highway of Legends Scenic & Historic
Byway
PO Box 377
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
Website: www.sangres.com

• Visit historic communities, muse
ums, and resorts along the High
way of Legends (Highway 12).
Stop at Marion and Richard Rus
sell's beloved Stonewall, located at
the base of a sandstone dike.
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• From Cordova Pass trailheads,
hike in the Spanish Peaks Wilder
ness Area and experience a Trail
landmark up close.

• Maps and brochures at the state
Byway Center , Trinidad History
Museum, 312 E. Main St.

Historic Adobe Museum
PO Box 909 (300 E Oklahoma)
Ulysses, KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-3009
E-mail: ulyksmus@pld.com

• Open Monday-Friday 10:00-5:00
and Saturday & Sunday 1:00-5:00.
Closed holidays.

Historic Trinidad, Colorado
City of Trinidad Tourism Board
PO Bos 880
Trinidad, CO 81082
Website: www.historlctrinidad.com
• Trinidad's Main Street evolved

from the Trail and is on the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail Auto
Route.

• True West Magazine designated
Trinidad as the nation's third best
western town to visit in 2008
Trinidad boasts four museums, an
acclaimed national historic dis
trict, the Purgatoire River Walk, a
skate park, disk golf course, and
two golf courses.

• June 13-August 16: "Music & May
hem ... A Summer of Miracles."
Three plays by the Southern Colo
rado Repertory Theatre.

• June 14-15: Santa Fe Trail Festi
val at Cimino Park near the Pur
gatoire River features contempo
rary music, arts, crafts, kids ac
tivities, and food.
August 23-24: Trinidaddio Blues
Fest features national talent in
the Chicago tradition.

Jefferson Nat. Expansion Memorial
11 N Fourth Street
St. Louis, MO 63102
Telephone: 314-655-1631
E-mail: tom_dewey@partner.nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/Jeff
· Visit the Gateway Arch, Museum

of Westward Expansion, and the
Old Courthouse. This National
Park Service site commemorates
St. Louis's role in westward expan
sion during the 1800s and honors
individuals such as Dred and Har
riet Scott who sued for their free
dom in the Old Courthouse.

• All ranger-led and special mu
seum programs are free of charge.
Fees charged for the tram ride to
the top of the Gateway Arch and
fIlms shown in the visitor center.
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Koshare Museum
Otero State Junior College
115 West 18th Street
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-385-4411
Website: www.koshare.org
• Call for hours and events..
• Trading Post: online at koshare.

org.
Las Vegas Museum
727 Grand Ave
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-454-1401, ext. 248
E-mail: Igeglck@desertgate.com

• Call for hours and events.
Morton County Hlst. Society Museum
370 E Highway 56 (PO Box 1248)
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-2833 or 4390
E-mail: mtcomuseum@elkhart.com
Website: www.mtcoks.com/museum
• The museum, a Santa Fe National

Historic Trail official interpretive
facility, is open Tuesday-Friday 10
a.m.- 5 p.m. and weekends by ap
pointment.

• June 7-14: 8th Annual Grassland
Heritage Festival featuring a bus
tour of the Cimarron National
Grassland and Santa Fe Trail,
living-history programs, a chil
dren's day, magic show, and fish
ing derby. Also St. Jude "Saddle
Up" Trail Ride with entertainment
by T. J. Casey and Santa Fe Trail
Day with Nan's covered wagon.
Most events are free with a collec
tor's pin ($10 for adults and $5 for
children ages 6-13; age 5 and un
der free). Events in Elkhart or on
the Cimarron National Grassland.
For more information, call 620
697-2833 or visit <www.ghf.mt
coks.com>.

Otero Museum
706 W. Third St.
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-384-7500
Cell phone: 719-980-3193
E-mail: oteromuseum@centurytel.net

• May 31: Fourth Annual Wine
Tasting Party, 5:30-7:30 p.m., $15
for one ticket or $25 for two.

• June 2-September 30: Museum
open 1-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday,
admission free.

• October 11: 16th Annual Chuck
Wagon Bean Supper and Dance,
5:30-9:00 p.m. Beans and beef
stew, corn bread, cabbage slaw,
and homemade pies, $6 per per
son.

Santa Fe Trail Center Museum &L1brary
1349 K-156 Hwy
Larned, KS 67550
Telephone: 620-285-2054
E-mail: museum@Santafetrailcenter.
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org
Website: www.santafetrallcenter.org
• Santa Fe Trail Center: Open

Daily, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Closed Mon
days until Memorial Day.

• NEW! Audio Tours now available
for small rental fee.

• July: Dedication of the newly-con
structed Farm & Auto Addition;
date to be announced.

Santa Fe Trail Scenic & Historic Byway
PO Box 118
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846·2396
E-mail: Wyvonne@hughes.net
Website: www.santafetrallco.com
• Follow the Mountain Route from

Lamar to the summit of raton Pass
with historic sites, communities,
museums, and beautiful scenery.
The State Byway Center is at the
Trinidad History Museum, 312 E.
Main Street.

• June 14-15: Celebrate our 10th
year as a National Scenic Byway
America's Byway with a reenact
ment of the "Marking of the Trail"
by the Santa Fe Traail Chapter of
the Daughters of the American
Revolution. The DAR celebrates
the 100th year of markers in Las
Animas County. Enjoy costumed
actors on the set of an "Old West
Town." All at the Santa Fe Trail
Festival in Cimino Park.

South Platte Valley Historical Society
PO Box 633
Fort Lupton CO 80621
Telephone: 303·857-2123
Website: www.spvhs.org
• Call ahead to visit the Donelson

Homestead House, 1875 Inde
pendence School, and the Fort
Lupton Museum. Call for ad
dresses and hours.

• Visitor Center open 10:00 - 3:00
Wednesday-Sunday.

Trinidad History Museum
(Colorado Historical Society)
312 EMain (PO Box 377)
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
E-mail: paula.maninl@chs.state.co.us
Website: www.coloradohlstory.org
• The historic complex features the

Baca House and Santa Fe Trail
Museum, official sites on the na
tional historic trail. Plus the
Bloom Mansion, Heritage Gar
dens, Bookstore, and the Trinidad,
Santa Fe Trail, and State Byways
Information Center.

• May I-September 30: Open Mon
day-Saturday, except for state
holidays. Gardens open at 9 a.m.,
buildings at 10 a.m., and the last
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tour leaves at 4 p.m. Please make
reservations for groups of 12 or
more people.

• July features "Fun in Bloom," a se
ries of history and garden activi
ties for children, receptions and
lectures for adults, and catered
picnics most Fridays.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS
Cimarron Cutoff
President Leon Ellis
PO Box 668
Elkhart KS 67950
(620) 697-2517 (home), -4321 (work)
<mcweed@elkhart.com>

Other officers are Vice-President
Loyd Fansher and SecretarylTreas
urer Myrna Barnes.

The chapter met in Elkhart April
19, with a meal of cowboy's mulligan
stew, biscuits, drinks, and cobb~er.

The program was presented by BIlly
Dixon, the great buffalo hunter, as
portrayed by Marc Ferguson.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Edward Dowell
HC 1 Box3B
Hugoton KS 67951
(620) 544-2383
<wagonbeded@netscape.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th St
Lyndon KS 66451
(785) 828-3739
<carolretzer@direcway.com>

In October Association Manager
Harry Myers and Chapter President
Retzer want to visit the Burlingame
Chamber of Commerce and the Kan
sas Department of Tourism. Retzer
also made contact with the Lyndon
Chamber and the Osage County Eco
nomic Development office. The pur
pose was to make these organiza
tions aware of the chapter's presence
in the area and our mission state
ment. Our chapter and the Associa
tion cannot interact with these enti
ties if they don't know we exist.

Over Veteran's Day weekend the
Kansas Archaeological Society con
ducted a dig at Wilmington School.
It's too bad more chapter members
didn't participate or just come to
watch, as it was most interesting.
They found pencil slates, buttons,
pieces of iron desk frames, bits of
leather, and loads of square and cut
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nails.
After years of persistent effort

from various chapter members, the
Kansas Historic Sites Review Board
approved the nomination of Wil·
mington School to the Register of
Historic Kansas Places on May 3,
2008.

The chapter met at the Santa Fe
Cafe in Burlingame on April 24. The
2008 trail ride will start June 12 in
Edgerton, KS, and arrive in Council
Grove on Thursday, June 19, and en
joy a day ride to some of th~ lo.cal
sites on the 20th. Members wIshmg
to participate in the parade on Sa
turday are welcome to do so.

End of the Trail
La Alcaldesa Joy Poole
125 W Lupita Rd
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 820-7828
<amusejoy@aol.com>

No report.

Corazon de los Camlnos
President Faye Gaines
HCR 60 Box 27
Springer NM 87747
(505) 485-2473

No report.

Wet/Dry Routes
President David Clapsaddle
215 Mann
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3295
<adsaddle@cox.net>

Eighty-three members and guests
attended the spring meeting on April
13,2008, at Fort Larned NHS. There
were families from Santa Fe, New
Mexico, and McPherson, Lehigh,
Winfield, and Spearville, Kansas, as
well as local communities. Following
a fine meal catered by the ladies of
Larned's Episcopal Church, the busi
ness meeting included reports on two
books recently reprinted by the
chapter and the approval of a
summer day camp to be conducted
for fourth graders at Larned's Little
Red House.

Following the business session,
George Elmore and other Fort Lar
ned staff presented a well-received
program on frontier artillery. The
next meeting is scheduled for June
22 at Bob and Rosie Rein's lake
home, rural Sylvia, Kansas.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Jim Sherer
1908 La Mesa Dr
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Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-7377
<sherer@cjnetworks.com>

The chapter met at the Dodge City
Public Library on March 1 with
fifteen members and five guests pre
sent. The chapter agreed to work
with Boot Hill Museum in a coop
erative program with the Kansas
Humanities Council to bring a trav
eling exhibit from the Smithsonian
to the Museum. SFTA Association
Manager Harry Myers presented the
program. The chapter is making
plans to host the 2011 Symposium.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1421 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900
<rslusher@yahoo.com>

The Chapter met April 13 at the
National Frontier Trails Museum in
Independence, Missouri. SFTA Man
ager Harry Myers spoke on the open
ing of trade from the 1500s through
the 1800s. He presented research on
the men who most likely were in the
trading expedition departing Mis
souri in 1821.

Trail guide Ross Marshall an
nounced the Kansas City Trails
guided bus tour on Saturday, May 3.
Sponsored by MRO, the route will
tour all the new trail parks, signage,
and sculptures that have been
placed within the last three years.

Plans were announced for ''Ren
dezvous 2008" at Lone Elm Park on
Saturday, June 7. Organized to cele
brate National Trails Day and to pro
vide area hist0rical organizations an
opportunity to gather together, the
event features Steve Elkinton and
Rick Potts from the NPS in Washing
ton, DC. Each attending group will
outline what trail projects are plan
ned for 2008 and how we can partner
for maximum efficiency. For more in
formation, contact Ross Marshall at
913-262-6445.

Members of MRO were saddened
at the recent passing of beloved
friend Pat Marshall. Pat served for
several years on the MRO board and
was a frequent contributor of ideas
and projects for the betterment of
community trail efforts. She is great
ly missed and our condolences go to
Ross MarshalL

Election for 2008 officers was held
at the April 13 meeting, with the
same officers and board members
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continuing (with exception of one va
cant seat which will be filled later).
Qulvira
President Linda Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-3800
<blkcolle@swbell.net>

The chapter met at the Barton
County Historical Society in Great
Bend on April 28, with a program by
John Martin on military activities
along the local section of the Trail.

The chapter is in the process of
erecting the auto tour route signs.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Steve Schmidt
1120 Cobblestone Ct
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 245-0715
<wfordok@yahoo.com>

Our first meeting this year was
March 20 in the Galva Community
Center. Susan Calafate Boyle pre
sented an illustrated talk on Mexi
can mules, the particular skill of
packing and caring for pack mules,
and their contribution to freighting
on the Santa Fe Trail.

Our May meeting will be a picnic
at Steve and Glenda Schmidt's place;
the date to be determined. The prair
ie grass there will be burned in April
to make the ruts/swales more visible.
During the Trail days this place was
known as French Frank's place.

The Lost Springs community will
open the time capsule at the Lost
Spring Station marker on July 4 as
part of our development of the Lost
Spring historical site, in partnership
with the NPS.

Bent's Fort
President Pat Palmer
PO Box 628
Lamar CO 81052
(719) 931-4323

The chapter annual meeting was
held January 19,2008. Charlie Hut
ton, 2007 Symposium Finance
Chairman, presented the chapter
with a generous check. A Special
Symposium Edition Newsletter was
published for the members of our
chapter. In addition, it will be sub
mitted to the National Santa Fe
Trail Association as part of the fmal
report.

Officers elected for 2008 are Presi
dent Pat Palmer, Vice-President
Bonnie Ratliff, Secretary LaDonna
Hutton, Treasurer Emery Murray,
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and Past President Don Lowman.
The 2007 chapter awards were
Friend of the Trail Award presented
to Ron Dulle, photographer, and
Outstanding Member Award to La
Donna Hutton, for her leadership of
the symposium. For the program,
Inez Ross presented a living-history
reenactment of the life and times of
Marion Sloan Russell.
The Executive Board met March 2

for a planning meeting. On April 12
the chapter toured the east portion of
the Granada-Fort Union Military
Freight Route. On May 3 they helped
with a work day at Boggsville.
Programs planned for the following
months are:
May 17: meeting at Boggsville with
Birding Trail Celebration.
June 7: visit Sand Creek Massacre
site.
July 19: enjoy the Kit Carson Mu
seum in Las Animas and a historical
dinner at Boggsville, with a speaker
from the University ofPennsylvania.
August 23: visit Folsom and Trin
chera museums.
September 13: explore western por
tion of the Granada-Fort Union Mili
tary Freight Route.
October 11: meet at Bent's Old Fort
for the Fur Trade Encampment.
Douglas County
President John V. Jackson
1305 N 200 Rd
Baldwin City KS 66006
(785) 594-3094

The chapter is just organized and
accepted as the newest chapter of
SFTA, protecting and promoting the
Trail in Douglas County, KS, located
between the Missouri River Outfit
ters Chapter to the east and Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter to the west.

Other officers include Secretary
Dorthea Jackson and Treasurer
Marvin Jardon.

SFTA welcomes this new chapter
and the many new members who
have come with it..

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue
and some that were accidentally
omitted from the last issue (with
apologies). If there is an error in this
information, please send corrections
to the editor. We thank you for your
support.
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LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
New Life Members from current

membership: Larry and Linda
Nelson, 300 Via Corta #106, Palos
Verdes Estates, CA 90274

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
Bernard Ewell Art Appraisals LLC,

806 Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe NM
87505

Border-Line, Inc., PO Box 1046,
Ulysses KS 67880

Daisey of a Hat, PO Box 342, Divide
CO 80814

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Colorado Preservation, Inc., 333 W

Colfax Suite 300, Denver CO
80204

Marion Elementary School, Attn:
Lori Kirkpatrick, 1400 E Law
rence, Marion KS 66861

Raton Chamber & Economic Devel
opment Council, Inc., PO Box
1211, Raton NM 87740

Trinidad-Las Animas County Eco
nomic Development, Inc., 136 W
Main, Trinidad CO 81082

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
John & Anne Jackson, 1305 N 200

Rd, Baldwin City KS 66006
Jim & Diane Neihoff, 1166 N 1 Rd,

Baldwin City KS 66006
Martin & Barbara Pressgrove, 1110

7th St, Baldwin City KS 66006
Joan & Dan Welch, 817 N 900 Rd,

Lawrence KS 66047
Richard & Joy Wellman, 1515 N

First St, Baldwin City KS 66006

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Ben Bailey, 133 S Santa Fe St,

Larned KS 67550
Peggy Fritz Baker, PO Box 556,

Baldwin City KS 66006
Nick Cirincione, PO Box 363, Hurst

TX 76053
Vickie Fresquez, 4162 S Zenobia St,

Denver CO 80236

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Peggy Ferguson, 134 Caviness Rd
East, Raton NM 87740

Tom Ferguson, HCR 63 Box 502, Ra
ton NM87740

Linda S. Garrison, 18102 Memorial
Estates Dr, Spring TX 77379

Dorthea 1. Jackson, PO Box 284,
Baldwin City KS 66006

Marvin E. Jardon, 203 Wilver Leaf
Lane, Baldwin City KS 66006

Tom Jervis, 109 Daybreak, Santa Fe
NM 87507

June H. Jewett, 398 E 1807 Rd,
Baldwin City, KS 66006

Ron Kallaus, 503 S Washington St,
Hutchinson KS 67505

Cowboy Filip Kernan, 7 Allen Lane,
Ipswich MA 01938

Judy Kleinsorge, 945 E Sixth, Colby
KS 67701

Jo Ann Krekel, PO Box 958, Baldwin
City KS 66006

Patricia Mabry, 721 Colorado Ave,
Trinidad CO 81082

Gail Martinez, 4162 S Zenobia St,
Denver CO 80236

William L. Peterson, PO Box 411,
Graham WA 98338

Estevan Rael-Galvez, 1205 Camino
Carlos Ray, Santa Fe NM 87507

Dave Remley, 27 Village Rd, Silver
City NM 88061

John Scherer, 306 S Sunset Hills Dr,
Concordia MO 64020

Julia Stafford, 620 NM Hwy 58, Ci
marron NM 87714

Esther Stephenson, 2702 Maralane
Ave, Dodge City KS 67801

Patrick Surrena, 6050 S Grant, Cen
tennial CO 80121

Richard Weddle, 4542 N Katie Circle
West, Prescott Valley AZ 86314

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
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appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 1, 2008. Other events
are listed in articles and chapter re
ports. Thank you.
June 3, 2008: Santa Fe Trail Daze
Bus Tour, Cimarron Heritage Cen
ter, Boise City, OK, reservations re
quired,580-544-3479.
June 21-22, 2008: Wah Shun Gah
Days, Council Grove, KS.
July 1, 2008: Deadline for next is
sue.
Aug. 1, 2008: Deadline for nomina
tions for the Santa Fe Trail Hall of
Fame.
Sept. 13-14, 2008: Voices of the
Wind People pageant, Council
Grove, KS.
Sept. 18-20, 2008: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, Larned, KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
It is an honor to add the new col

umn, "Living Links," with this issue.
Please contact the column editor, Al
ice Anne Thompson, with informa
tion about any SFTA member who
qualifies for this distinction.

With gas prices rising almost
daily, travel becomes more difficult
for many families. Those who live
close to the Trail might spend time
checking out local historic sites dur
ing the coming summer.

Please note early deadline for next
issue: July 1. We will be rafting the
Colorado River through the Grand
Canyon during late July and early
August. For two weeks we will run
on oar power.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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Tour participants receiving marching orders at Fort Larned NHS.

visually-impaired students, as well
as the staff, were introduced to
places and persons along the Trail to
Santa Fe, New Mexico, following the
Mountain Route going west and re
turning via the Cimarron Route.
Weary and exuberant, the group ar
rived back in Kansas City, Kansas,
on June 19.

To learn about the 19th-century
traders, military, and pioneering
women and men who lived and ven
tured west on the Santa Fe Trail be
tween 1821 and 1867, we listened to
stories and read memoirs written by
these historical figures. In January
2008 the Accessible Arts Discovery
Trails Program, started 10 years ago
by Eleanor Craig in cooperation with
the Kansas State School for the
Blind, received national recognition.
The program was recognized as one
of 18 recipients of the 2007 Coming
Up Taller Awards, granted by the
President's Committee on the Arts
and the Humanities. First Lady
Laura Bush presented the award to
Eleanor at the White House. Stu
dents who had previously traveled
with the program on the Oregon
Trail and several parents accompa
nied Eleanor Craig to Washington to
receive the award.

Encouraged by the interest and
generous response offered by partici

(continued on page 5)

BLIND TRAVELERS ENJOY THE
SANTA FE TRAIL

by Patricia Jean Manion, SL
[Sister Patricia Jean accompanied
Sister Eleanor Craig's Santa Fe
Trail tour in June 2008 and kindly
provided this report for Wagon
Tracks. Special thanks to Sisters El
eanor and Patricia Jean and to all
those involved on the trip and along
the Trail.]

ON June 5, 2008, 31 "21st-century
pioneers" set out from the Kansas
State School for the Blind in five
vans to spend two weeks on the his
toric Santa Fe Trail. Under the lead
ership of Trail Educator Eleanor
Craig, the travelers included 11
students-ages 14 to 17, and 19
adults, including two who had trav
eled as student-participants in ear
lier years. The party included five
van drivers and two men responsible
for the supply truck packed with
camping gear, food, and art supplies.
A film crew of three accompanied us
to document the experience. During
the next 15 days the blind and

TRAIL RENDEZVOUS 2008
SEPTEMBER 18-20
by Ruth Olson Peters

[SFTA Treasurer Ruth Peters is Di
rector of the Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned.}

Rendezvous 2008 is almost here. By
now all members of the Santa Fe
Trail Association should have receiv
ed their program information and
registration form in the mail. If you
have any questions or did not receive
the mailing, please contact the Santa
Fe Trail Center at 620-285-2054 or e
mail <museum@santafetrailcenter.
org>. This year's Rendezvous on
"The Evolution of Freighting on the
Santa Fe Trail" promises to be one of
the best ever, so you won't want to
miss it. We hope to see you there!

SMOKY HILL TRAIL ASSOCIA
TION CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 17-19
THE Smoky Hill Trail Association,
founded last year, will hold its sec
ond annual conference in Salina, KS,
October 17-19. SFTA President Jo
anne VanCoevern, who serves on the
SmHTA board, is in charge of local
arrangements. The Santa Fe and
Smoky Hill trails share a common
history (as the railroad built along
the Smoky Hill Route the eastern
terminus of the Santa Fe Road
moved from railhead to railhead, and
important connections developed be
tween the two trails).

The two associations will be work
ing jointly to nominate the Smoky
Hill Trail and the connecting links to
the Santa Fe Trail for designation as
part of the National Historic Trails
System. The SFTA board has al
ready committed to help with this
nomination.

A copy of the SmHTA Conference
program and registration form are
included in this issue. Everyone is
welcome to attend all or any part of
this program, which includes a fine
lineup of speakers, tours, and other
activities.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
THE PNTS Historic Trail Preserva
tion Workshop was held at the Bu
reau of Land Management Training
Center in Phoenix, AZ, May 7-9. Rep
resenting SFTA were Association
Manager Harry Myers, PNTS Repre
sentative Ross Marshall, Preserva
tion Committee Chair Faye Gaines,
and MappinglMarking Chair Jeff
Trotman. The workshop was an im
portant step in an ongoing initiative
to develop the capacity within trail
organizations to systematically pre
serve the on-the-ground historic, cul
tural, and natural resources so
critical to maintaining the integrity
of the national historic trails and to
providing inspiring experiences for
visitors to them. The workshop fo
cused on strategies, means, and
methods to preserve these critical re
sources. The Santa Fe Trail and re
lated sites located within the
possible expansion area of the Pinon
Canyon Maneuver site was identi
fied as the most threatened area
along the Santa Fe Trail at this time.
SFTA Manager Harry Myers re
cently attended a meeting with
Bent's Fort Chapter and other inter
ested parties. For more information
on the results of that meeting please
refer to the Manager's Column in
this issue of Wagon Tracks.

SFTA committees are busy work
ing on projects and will give reports
to the governing board at their up
coming meeting, which will be held
in conjunction with Rendezvous at
Larned, KS, on Thursday, Septem
ber 18 at 9:00 a.m. Included in the
reports from all the working commit
tees, we will hear about specific proj
ects that are taking place or are in
the planning stage. One of these will
be from the Education Committee
about their progress on the Junior
Wagon Master Program "Passport to
the Santa Fe Trail." This project is
intended for youth and their families
and will be designed to encourage
travel to Santa Fe Trail sites. Part
one of the project is the development
of an educational booklet that will be
available at sites and will be fIlled
with information and activities.
More information will be supplied to
the membership as this project
moves ahead.

Under the SFTA's Strategic Plan
area of "Preservation" we will have a
final, or "near" final, presentation of
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the information collected during the
recent Rediscovery Project, con
ducted in cooperation between SFTA
and the NPS. Along with NPS staff,
SFTA members Craig Crease, Ross
Marshall, and Clive Siegle are work
ing on final identification of sites,
captioning of photographs, and com
pleting data entry. The total number
of sites surveyed were 432. with
more than 3.500 photographs of sites
taken. The final report information
will be made available in printout
and DVD form and will be distrib
uted to the SFTA headquarters,
SFTA chapter presidents, and the
NPS office, as well as to survey team
members.

The MappinglMarking and Pres
ervation chairs are coordinating ef
forts on several items. One is the de
velopment of a database with GPS
readings for Trail sites. Another is to
present to the board a recommenda
tion on preservation strategies and
policies. These two committees have
also been asked to look at the 1995
Mapping & Marking Policy and de
termine if it needs to be revised, and
if so, make a recommendation to the
board for that revision.

The Kiosk Task Force will be pre
senting to the board their recommen
dations concerning future kiosks,
similar to the one at Gardner Junc
tion, along the Santa Fe Trail. They
will also outline the other possibili
ties ofmarking SFT Sites, such as in
terpretive markers, or basic signage
projects. In addition, this group has
been asked to develop guidelines for
how the "Cooperative Trail Marking"
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funds from the NPS will be distrib
uted. They will make recommenda
tions for priorities of signage, such as
new signs and/or replacement of
worn or damaged signs. Chapters
were asked for their help in locating
signs, NPS auto tour signs, and way
side exhibits that are in need of at
tention and to notify SFTA Manager
Harry Myers with the information.

These are just a few of the reports
expected at the upcoming board
meeting. At the present time, there
are 25 working committees, task
forces, and special appointees-all of
which will present a report to the
board. In addition, chapters will up
date the board on their current ac
tivities, as well as be given a chance
to voice their concerns, questions, or
suggestions relating to the Santa Fe
Trail and/or the SFTA.

If you are able, please plan to
attend the upcoming board meeting.
This is where you learn about the
work, projects, concerns, etc.
relating to the Association and the
Trail. If any of the membership of
SFTA is interested in serving on a
committee, please contact me or
Association Manager Harry Myers.
SFTAcouid use extra help on several
committees and I, personally, would
like to give the membership a chance
to be more involved if they desire.
Hope to see you at the Rendezvous.

-Joanne VanCoevern

MANAGER'S REPORT
IN early May I attended a preserva
tion workshop sponsored by the
Partnership for the National Trails
System, with Ross Marshall, Faye
Gaines our Preservation Chair, and
Jeff Trotman our Mapping Chair. It
was a good session which mainly
highlighted what the Oregon
California Trail Association is doing.

As Faye, Ross, Jeff, and I were
talking we realized that the biggest
threat to the Santa Fe Trail is the ex
pansion of the Piiion Canyon Maneu
ver area in Colorado. No matter if
you are for or against this expansion,
it would take significant portions of
segments of the Santa Fe Trail and
several sites. It was decided that our
best option was to document and rec
ord all Trail resources in Colorado at
the highest level possible for volun
teers. That would be doing the docu
mentation so that a determination
that a site or segment is eligible for
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listing on the National Register of
Historic Places.

We are now working with the
Bent's Fort Chapter and the Colo
rado Historical Society in addition to
a number of local people and organi
zations. This is new to the SFTA and
so we are working through proce
dures slowly so that we can eventu
ally do a thorough job of document
ing and recording.

This is something we all should be
doing irrespective of any threat to
our trail resources. We will use this
Colorado project as a pilot and what
we learn will be applied in the fu
ture. At some point in time we will
ask for volunteers to help us docu
ment and record in Colorado and
those who help will gain some good
knowledge for recording resources in
their chapter.

In the meantime, if your trail re
sources are threatened by a pipeline,
wind farm, cell tower, or any number
of threats, please contact Faye
Gaines our Preservation Officer,
<fayegaines@yahoo.com> or 575
485-2473). Faye can assist your
chapter in working with companies
that may be involved in develop
ments that might harm the trail.
Many of these developments we can
not stop and don't necessarily want
too, but we can work with them so
trail resources are not harmed.

It is only the eyes and ears of
chapter members that will alert us to
trail threats and who will help to
mitigate those threats.

-Harry C. Myers

RICHARD LOUDEN

SFTA Ambassador Richard Loud
en, a charter member and life mem
ber of the Association, died June 18,
2008, at the age of 87. The des
cendant of ranchers who settled near
Branson, CO, Richard was a cattle
man with an interest in history,
including the Santa Fe Trail. He was
present at the founding of SFTA at
Trinidad in 1986 and was named
Ambassador at the 2007 symposium
in Trinidad. He was a modest gentle
man who earned numerous honors
for his work in many organizations.

A graduate of Trinidad Junior
College and the University of Mis
souri (degree in journalism), Richard
served in the military during World
War II. He returned to the ranch he
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loved, where he served the larger
community and studied the history
of the region. He assisted with the
NPS survey of the historic route of
the Trail in 1988 and contributed
many fme articles to Wagon Tracks
over the years. He served on the ad
visory council of the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail and on the gov
erning board of SFTA. He was a true
scholar with a rich sense of humor,
much respected by everyone whose
lives he touched. The Trail and
southeastern Colorado were enrich
ed by his presence, and we all mourn
his death with fond memories and
extend sincere condolences to his
family and friends.

At the memorial service at Trini
dad Junior College on June 25, SFTA
Association Manager Harry Myers
delivered this tribute: "Richard was
a frontiersman exploring and docu
menting with a thirst never satis
fied. His knowledge of history and
his insight were of tremendous
value. It was evident in his love of
the land and its history, both of the
human and natural worlds. His love
carried through to people with a will
ingness to share his knowledge. He
was always gracious, kind, positive,
and exhibited a great patience with
me that I will always remember." All
of us who were privileged to know
Richard Louden share that respect
and admiration.

Memorials may be sent to Not One
More Acre, PO Box 773, Trinidad CO
81082, or to SFTA.

CARTA ANNUAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 26-27

EL Camino Real de Tierra Adentro
Trail Association (CARTA) will con
duct its annual meeting at Los Lu
nas, New Mexico, September 26-27.
The Santa Fe Trail connected with
El Camino Real, established in 1598,
at Santa Fe in 1821. SFTA and
CARTA share many common inter
ests. Detailed information about the
business meeting and symposium, as
well as a registration form, are avail
able online: <www.caminorealcarta
.org>. CARTA's fine publication,
Chronicles of the Trail, is also avail
able online. You are invited to join
CARTA and attend this meeting.

YOUR MEMORY CAN LIVE ON
REMEMBER THE SANTA FE TRAIL

ASSOCIAnON IN YOUR WILL
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Editor

HollY: Nelson
2011 S Terrace

Wichita KS 67218
There is more from Froebel in this is
sue and more to come after that. He is
an important source on the history of
the Trail. Enjoy.

Editor:
The new column, ''Living Links,"

is an excellent idea. Fascinating!
Thank you for all you do to bring his
tory alive, and now, thanks to Dr.
Thompson, to help us know each
other today.

Jo B. Mitchell
11 W Aloha St #519

Seattle WA 98119
We received several nice comments
about the ''Living Links" column. I'm
sorry there is not a column for this is
sue. Dr. Thompson needs to hear
from any members with Trail connec
tions: <aatwest®Comcast.net>.

Editor

Editor:
I really loved the article by Julius

Froebel in Wagon Tracks. What an
interesting individual and what a
great slice of history. I read to the
end and couldn't put it down. Nice
job!

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

A special groundbreaking cere
mony was conducted in Kansas City,
MO, July 18, to celebrate the begin
ning of construction on an extension
of the Santa Fe Trail Bicycle/Pedes
trian MetroGreenTrail.

• • • •
The NRA Whittington Center on

the Trail near Raton has completed
the Bud and Willa Eyman Research
Library in the new wing of the Cen
ter. They would appreciate dona
tions of books on the Santa Fe Trail.
local, and military history. PO Box
700, Raton NM 87740.

• • • •
A new program at Arrow Rock, a

National Historic Landmark Village,
offers three Scout Merit Badge pro
jects: hands-on flint knapping and
learning about American heritage
and modern-day citizenship through
the person and paintings of 19th cen
tury artist George Caleb Bingham.
For more information, contact Kathy

Additional Memorial Donations:
Evelyn Bartlow, in memory of Char

les H. Bartlow, Sr.
Robert and Margaret Buck, in mem

ory of Jesse Scott
Cimarron Cutoff Chapter, in mem

ory ofD. Ray Blakeley
Lucinda A. Daeuble, in memory of

Tad Daeuble, Jr.
Chris Day and Janet Armstead, in

memory of Pat Marshall
William H. Dopke, in memory of

Budd Elton Ott
Kit Carson Farwell III, in memory of

Marge Farwell
Clifford T. Gordon, in memory of

Capt. William Gordon
Anita Jo and Dale Hyatt, in memory

of Richard Louden
Phyllis Morgan, in memory ofD. Ray

Blakeley
Reed and Ruth Peters, in memory of

Pat Marshall
Richard and Lynn Poole, in memory

of D. Ray Blakeley
Felix and Linda Revello, in memory

of Pat Marshall
Joanne and Greg VanCoevern, in

memory of Pat Marshall
John E. and Janett Wiebe, in mem

ory of Dale Brooks

POST OFFICE OAK
-LmERS-

Editor:
Thought I would relate some ex

citement for us from the last WT. I
very much enjoy the newsletter so
immediately read it. On page 2 was a
reference to the Cottonwood Cross
ing Chapter approving the Lost
Springs project including monument
relocation. My wife being one of the
very interested Shields family, that
caught our eye. Then on page 23, the
Cottonwood Crossing report states
that the time capsule at the Lost
Springs Station will be opened July
4. We contacted much of the Shields
family and had over a dozen families
busily trying to arrange to be there
this July 4. Mter about a week of
excitement, we decided the event
must be planned for 2009 instead of
2008. We got the word out to many
people and generated much ex
citement for making arrangements
for 2009. Hope it does get organized
and goes off in good shape next year.

Thanks for your great newsletter.
Jim Schoof

14923 Forward Pass
San Antonio TX 78248

DONOR HONOR ROLL
THE Santa Fe Trail Association ex
tends gratitude and appreciation to
all our generous donors who re
sponded to various appeals during
the past few months. Your donations
and memorials are always helpful If
we missed anyone, we apologize and
hope you will let us know. This list
includes some memorial gifts:
Kenneth W. Ackley
Nancy Humphry and Paul Andrews
Janet Armstead, for Education Fund

in honor of Chris Day
John and Barbara Atkinson
Evelyn Bartlow
Peter and Ellie Bickley
Larry Black
Susan Doyle and Roger P. Blair
Jeff Bransford
Bill and Susan Bunyan
Charlotta M. Burton
Adrian and Rebecca Bustamante
Joe and Donna Butcher
Irwin and Florence Cromwell
Carlton and Marketta Damonte
Linda Davis
Theron Dosch
Harold and Norma Geer
Ken Goering
Carmen Epstein and William Gon-

zales-High
Betsy Crawford-Gore and Mike Gore
Roger and Priscilla Green
Wayne and Elaine Hemmen
Vance Hester
Corinne Johnson
Kearney County Historical Society
Neil D. Kelley
Rich Lawson
Donald and JoAnn Leitch
Mary W. MacLeod
John and Phyllis Mann
Ross and Pat Marshall
Gene and Mary Martin
Paul and Jo Maxwell
Dick and Ruby Nelson
Pat Palmer
Rod Podszus
Beverly Carmichael Ryan
John (Bob) and Mary Martha Salata
Harold and Segrid Salmon
Dennis and Gladys Schneider
Stan and Pat Seidel
David Setzer
Roger and Sandy Slusher, in honor of

Jane Mallinson
Clinton and Delaine Stalker
Jeff Trotman and Family
Louise Heter White
Raymond Wiebe
Mark S. Wilson
Tim and Ann Zwink
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Borgman at <kborgman@iland.net>.
• • • •

Keep track of the commemorative
reenactment of the march of the
Mormon Battalion during the War
with Mexico, 1846-1847, at <www.
battaliontrek.com>.

• • • •
The Trailside Center in Kansas

City has a new web site. Take a look
at it: <www.trailsidecenter.org>.

• • • •
The Haley Library, Midland. TX,

has established a new collection, The
Alexander and Lucy Hatch Pioneer
Collection, thanks to the efforts of
SFrA member Diana Dunn (a de
scendant of the Hatch pioneers and
author of a forthcoming book about
them).

BLIND TRAVELERS
(continued from page 1)

pants at the Santa Fe Trail Sympo
sium held in Trinidad, Colorado, in
September 2007. Eleanor Craig de
cided it was time to do a full-scale
trek to and from Santa Fe with stu
dents. She and I in 2002 had traveled
the Cimarron Route portion of the
Santa Fe Trail in preparation for the
150th anniversary of the first trip
made by the Sisters of Loretto on the
Trail in 1852, Then in 2006 Eleanor
had led teens along portions of the
Mountain Route while following the
Cherokee Trail. When asked about
qualifications for being a member of
a Discovery Trail program, Eleanor
Craig says, the main requirement for
everyone making the trip is "the
physical stamina to live outdoors for
two weeks and the emotional capac
ity to travel by imagination to the
mid 1800s through the landscapes
the pioneers experienced."

The first stop was at the Cotton
wood Creek Christian School near
the historic Cottonwood River Cross
ing. As the group prepared to eat
lunch at the nearby picnic tables, the
school hosts Ransom and Lillian
Wiebe displayed a carefully pre
pared collection of arrowheads and
artifacts for the students to examine.
Meanwhile, guides from the SFrA
Cottonwood Crossing Chapter,
George and Sharon Shutte, con
firmed the possibility that a tornado
brewing ahead in Marion County,
where arrangements had been made
for overnight camping, might alter
plans.

Winds were bending the prairie
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grasses as we reached Steve and
Glenda Schmidt's farm, six miles
from the Cottonwood Crossing. The
Schmidts had prepared carefully for
our visit, including mowing a wide
circular area that promised a perfect
prairie campsite. The students
quickly discovered the large Con
estoga Wagon used by traders. Could
they climb aboard?

Surely! Experience is the best
teacher! This wagon was the first
real evidence the students had that
traders had needed large wagons,
pulled by yoked oxen, to haul their
cargo from Missouri to the Territory
of New Mexico. Before departing for
Lyons, Colorado, several hardy staff
managed to give the wagon occu
pants a short ride by pulling hard for
a few yards down a long slope.
Shortly, it was clear from the rising
wind and the darkening sky that bid
ding farewell to the thoughtful
guides, the Schmidts, was the only
choice for safety.

By the time the caravan reached
the Quivira Museum in Lyons, Janel
Cook, the executive director, and her
generous staff assured us that the
tornado threat had expired. We
could prepare supper on the museum
parking lot and instead of taking our
bedrolls to the basement's safe-area,
we could plan to sleep on the car
peted floor among the museum ex
hibits. Learning to pitch tents was
taken off the first night's schedule
and each "camper" found a comfy
place next to a preferred historical
scene.

June 6 found us on the way to Fort
Larned, Kansas. The original fort
had been abandoned by the army in
1878 and sold at auction in 1884. Af
ter being a family ranch for 50 years,
it was taken over in 1957 by a group
of local citizens who operated it as a
historical location until in 1966 Con
gress made it a National Historic
Site. In the warm afternoon sun, the
traveling students and their accom
panying adults got a taste of military
discipline. Marching according to
army regulations meant that "left,
right, halt, and attention" were a
real experience. There they learned
that it was Indians who actually
taught some of the recruits how to
approach and surround potential
enemies.

Then it was off to find the Pawnee
camp ground where we would set up
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camp for the night. First, however, a
rescue by Larned residents, Barbara
Hammond and Ruth Searight, who
supplied the keys after hours for the
camp lodge and restroom facility.
Meanwhile, circled by the group, Ra
chel Becker, a skilled cane user and a
graduate of two Trail treks, and
Aaron Conklin. a certified personal
trainer and Eagle Scout, demon
strated and described each step of
the process of setting up a tent, from
placement to fmal anchoring. After
their demonstration, pairs of stu
dents with staffcompanions followed
the same routine: spreading the
ground sheet, unfolding the tent and
rain cover, and assembling the metal
poles to full length. This was the first
of nightly and early-morning rou
tines related to setting up the identi
cal green tents in the same order so
to locate one's sleeping place without
error.

The next day, June 7, we read
about the 1864 Sand Creek Massa
cre, as we traveled into Colorado to
the site. Soon listening to Craig
Moore of the National Park Service,
we realized how little we knew-a
story that remains still not fully
available. Looking across the serene
expanse before us, visualizing where
tipis had stood that night, we could
almost see the Cheyennes and
Arapahos who in the pre-dawn of No
vember 24 were suddenly under at
tack by United States military. We
were told about young Robert Bent
who had been forced to show the
military men where the encamp
ment was, and about his brother and
sisters who were present in the
camp. We learned that some sol
diers. unable to help the Indians, re
mained in silence refusing to partici
pate. After speaking to us, Park
Ranger Moore offered to escort those
students who wished to go to the ac
tual place of the attack. Several stu
dents made their way down through
the heavy underbrush while others
of us stayed above, waiting in si
lence. Then gradually we could hear
the sounds of the young students'
flutes below along the creek. They
played in memory of those who had
perished there so long ago. Sand
Creek was perhaps the most touch
ing experience to that point in our
journey.

That night we camped at the John
Martin Reservoir where we had ac-
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cess to hot showers! A great treat, es
pecially knowing that our 19th
century Santa Fe Trail forebears
could not even have been imagined
such an "oasis."

The next morning we drove to
Bents' Fort, a replica of the original
fort built by the Bent brothers some
time in 1834. That original fort was
partially destroyed by fire in 1849.
Exploring the present·day replica
with its thick adobe walls and its
watch tower made it possible for us
and other visitors to look for miles
across country as was possible two
centuries ago. It was also our good
fortune to arrive there for the last
day of a week's training program for
would-be reenactors. We visited the
encampment of some who were
learning the roles of U.S. army engi
neers who in 1846 had surveyed the
area for the Army of the West under
General Stephen W. Kearny. (Their
"spring wagon," as the military men
named it, looked very much like the
caliches that Mother Magdalen Hay
den and her three Loretto sister
companions rode in from Independ
ence to Santa Fe in 1852.) The loca
tion where the reenactor-surveyors
were working was U.S. territory
then as now, but in 1826 the area
just across the Arkansas River from
Bents' Fort was Mexico. Talking
with the reenactors dressed in their
quaint uniforms and to the Lakota
Indian couple, man and wife, in their
marvelous buckskin and beaded at
tire was a real step back into history.
The couple generously invited the
students to feel and examine their
garb and the skins and tools, which
are still used today for creating
authentic American Indian clothing.

The next stop was at Boggsville
near Las Animas, Colorado, where
we were greeted by Richard Carrillo,
administrator of the original site,
which is gradually being restored as
a living museum. Boggsville was
typical in the 19th century ofthe in
ternational meeting grounds be
tween the U. S. and Mexico. Accord·
ing to the pamphlet, The Women of
Boggsville, "teeming with buffalo,
this valley was the Southern Chey
enne's favorite camping area. It was
in this valley that Anglo, Spanish
and American Indian cultures came
to live side by side."

Andy Martinez and his grandson
created an opportunity for the stu-
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dents to make adobe bricks from tra
ditional materials of soil, sand, dried
vegetation, and water. In the midst
of mixing the materials and before
the full lesson could be completed,
drops of rain fell. Our host Richard
Carrillo suggested that we abandon
the idea of setting up tents and use
space in one of the renovated houses
as sleeping quarters. Later after out
guest John Carson arrived, we gath
ered on the porch of our domicile for
a meal prepared by camp cook Ger
ald Wistance. A former agriculture
teacher from southwest Missouri,
Gerald was on his first trip with Dis
covery Trails. He could fix anything,
including birthday cakes baked in
his Dutch oven, as he did for three
students who each celebrated a
birthday during the trip.

Following supper, we gathered in
the front room of the Prower house,
for a presentation by John Carson,
said to be a physical likeness of his
great-grandfather Kit Carson. Elea
nor had met John Carson on a
stormy night in Trinidad, Colorado,
last September at the SFTA Sympo
sium, thus John Carson met with us
in Boggsville. This was the place
where in 1867-1868, Kit Carson and
Josefa Jaramillo Carson settled with
their six children. Shortly after lo
cating in Boggsville, Josefa died of
complications related to childbirth.
Despondent over the loss of Josefa,
the ailing Kit Carson died a month
later.

June 9 found us passing through
Trinidad, Colorado, en route to Colt
Ranch where Dr. Jim and Darlene
Colt were waiting to welcome us. On
the students' schedule was the op
portunity to prepare a Dutch oven
supper for the rest of us under the
guidance of Jim Colt

Winding our way up to the ranch,
suddenly we found ourselves park
ing our vans and the supply truck on
a promontory that gave some of us a
wide view of the surrounding moun
tain peaks. That was probably the
time when the sighted among us
most realized how blessed we are to
have the gift of sight. That was
where I realized that I had not heard
one of the young people complain
that they could not see. They cele
brated being able to hear and to
touch and to taste in ways many of
us seldom seem to value. We had so
much to learn from them about grati-
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tude for life's gifts. The Colt Ranch
with Jim and Darlene's array of
19th-century vehicles: a chuck
wagon, a splendid stage coach, a
buggy fit for a wedding carriage, and
several large wheeled conveyances
that required a boost to mount were
their days' thrill as we noted how in
imagination they became travelers
in another time urging on the invisi
ble animals that pulled them along
the trail.

Dr. Jim Colt's lesson in Dutch
oven cookery came next. "Who wants
to prepare potatoes? for the stew?
Who would make biscuits? Anyone
interested in creating a dessert?"
While the rest of us relaxed, the stu
dents went to work. Mter peeling the
potatoes, Heather asked what size
the potato slices should be. Handed a
sample, she skillfully produced per
fect squares of potato, all the same
size. Wondering how biscuit dough
felt, one boy was handed the soft
mixture. He beamed as he felt the
softness that would be a biscuit.
Could I crack an egg, another asked?
"I've never cracked an egg." Imagine
the thrill of cracking four eggs into a
bowl as a first experience! The Dutch
oven supper was a great success!!

June 10 and on to Taos, New Mex
ico. We arrived in late afternoon
where Vernon Lujan introduced us
to the Taos Pueblo. With the day's
tours over, the pueblo seemed de
serted and totally quiet except for
the swift stream that courses from
the mountains through the plaza as
it has for the 1200 years that these
indigenous people have lived on this
sacred land. Having read about the
long history of the pueblo, we
touched the old adobe walls along
our way and listened to the rushing
stream. A lone woman selling the
last of her oven-baked bread spoke
with us, thanking us for coming. Bef
ore leaving we entered the coolness
of the church with its thick adobe
walls, and its vigas and santos,
which we attempted to describe.
While we had been exploring, Elea
nor located Shawn Duran, the Edu
cation Director at the Red Willow
Learning Center, where Shawn and
her staff were prepared for us to tent
for the night. Next to the school we
placed our tents among the young
fruit trees and flower plantings.
That evening Shawn arranged for a
flutist and storyteller to share the
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evening with us.
The next day in Taos we again en

countered John Carson. There he is
in a film, playing the part of his gear·
grandfather Kit Carson. The film
narrated by Marc Simmons, writer
of 40 plus books about the Santa Fe
Trail, is a special feature of the Kit
Carson House and Museum in Taos.

Later as we drove along the wind
ing canyon road next to the Rio
Grande from Taos, we searched for a
place where the students could wade
in the river; however, the swollen Rio
Grande plummeting along toward
Espanola provided no safe inlet that
we could see. Finally leaving the
main road at San Juan Pueblo, we
found a dirt road that took us to a
perfect location, shaded by tall trees.
There we ate our lunch and the ven
turesome had their cold dip in the
great river.

Staff took safety precautions by
looping a bright orange and yellow
rope around the waist of each stu
dent who wished to experience wad
ing in the Rio Grande. With lunch
over, the caravan of vans and truck
headed for Pojoaque Pueblo where a
grass-covered soccer field awaited us
as an ideal campsite for the next four
nights!

At Pojoaque Pueblo Don Christy,
director of the Boys and Girls Club,
and his staff, Gwen, Nicki, and Mi
chelle, helped us in many ways, in
cluding access to the shower rooms
at the very modern Pojoaque Com·
munity Center. At the Poeh Cultural
Arts Center there, Porter Swentzell,
member of a prominent family of
Pueblo artists, directed our students
and local pueblo students in making
traditional gourd rattles. On the
evening of June 12 our campfire
evening was the scene of the "mar
riage" of Kit Carson and J osefa J ara
millo at which Candace Vargas and
her parents and brother provided
music and lessons in dance. Stu
dents John Hermes and Carmelita
Stuart Allen were Kit and Josefa
with Dylan Harris as the officiating
priest. This was one of several enact
ments created by students who had
taken on the role of historic charac
ters they had come to know along the
Trail. That night Koby Cox was so
into the character of General Fre
mont that he repeatedly called out,
"John C Fremont!" less anyone for
get that Fremont had long known
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Kit Carson.
The afternoon of June 13 included

a group visit with Sculptor Michael
Naranjo in Santa Fe. Naranjo is an
artist born at Santa Clara Pueblo
who lost his eyes and much of the use
of his right hand from a grenade
blast when he was a soldier in Viet
nam. Even when he achieved inter
national recognition as a sculptural
artist, Naranjo had a very difficult
time being allowed to touch figures
at the National Gallery in Washing
ton an experience which has made
him a strong advocate for arts acces
sibility. Touching Beauty, his exhibit
in the atrium gallery of the Bataan
Memorial Building in Santa Fe, is
especially arranged for touching,
with descriptions in braille. The day
concluded with a visit to the Loretto
Chapel where the students exam
ined the circular stairway with their
hands. There Mother Magdalen
Hayden (pJ Manion), who traveled
the Santa Fe Trail in 1852, spoke
about her journey and shared a con
versation with Marion Sloan Russell
(Ashley Tilton). Marion Russell had
been an early student at the Loretto
school. Afterward, the whole group
had a pizza party on Old Santa Fe
Trail.

On Saturday, Las Golondrinas,
the living museum outside Santa Fe,
with the help of docents Gordon and
Elizabeth and staff members Mi·
chael and Jessica, came alive with
introductions to the way flour was
milled and horseshoes were made.
The whole group experienced the
traditional methods of treating ani
mal skins for use as clothing. The
high point of the Santa Fe visit was
being entertained by Marc Simmons
and some of his neighbors. As enter
tainment after the campfire supper,
the students did a "radio" version of
Marc's book Jose's Buffalo Hunt and
then presented him with a copy in
braille.

Before dawn on Sunday morning,
the travelers pulled up stakes at Po
joaque's soccer field and headed for
Philmont Boy Scout Ranch, where
Bob Ricklefs and his staff, Andrea,
Shelby and Becca, were burro guides
for the students who learned to pack
the burros and encourage them to
walk with their burdens. Sometime
at the camp a herd of antelope pa·
raded through the area and although
no one kept anything eatable in the
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tents that night, bears apparently
did not stop by to check.

The last three days on the return
trip to Kansas City, Landowner Faye
Gaines at Point of Rocks, with NPS
staffer Steve Burns and SFTA Man
ager Harry Myers, generously
shared stories and historical per·
spectives for the group. At Elkhart,
the staff of the city swimming pool
welcomed the troop for much needed
showers. At Cimarron National
Grassland, Superintendent Joe
Hartman and his staff, especially
Shari Butler and Nancy Brewer,
shared information about flora and
fauna of the grasslands.

June 19 was the last day of the
trip. The family of our lead artist
Mika Holtzinger provided a storm
refuge for the last day's lunch.
Weary and happy we returned to the
Kansas State School for the Blind
that evening where some stayed
overnight in the school dorms and a
few had to hurry off to catch trans
portation home. Ifby any chance, we
have neglected to mention others
who were also there for us along the
way, we apologize.

There were so many kind and gen
erous persons, including some in
Kansas City, who made possible this
special experience. Ross Marshall
conducted a tour of Kansas City
Trail sites for several of our staff the
day before we began the journey to
Santa Fe.

The Santa Fe Trail proved to be a
wonderful adventure for these mo
dern pioneers. They will long re
member the places and people as
well as the splendid experiences of a
trip on the historic Trail.

CAMINO TOUR IN MEXICO
OCTOBER 15-28

HAL Jackson, author of Following
the Royal Road: A Guide to the
Historic Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro, will lead a tour of the south
ern portion of El Camino Real, the
section known as Camino de la Plata,
from Mexico City to Zacatecas, Octo
ber 15·28. This is an outstanding
tour, reasonably priced, safe, and in·
formative. This particular tour may
not be offered again. There will be an
opportunity to spend more time in
Mexico City if desired. For details,
including registration information,
go to <www.tourelcaminoreal.com>.
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THE FAULTS OF MEMORY: J. L. SANDERSON, HIS FAMILY, AND THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Amy L. Sanderson

[Amy Sanderson is the third grea~

grand niece ofJ. L. Sanderson. She. ~s
a native of southern New Hampsh~re

and Maine and is a 2007 graduate of
Gettysburg College. She is currently
pursuing her Master's Degree in Li
brary Science, with a specialty in Ar
chives and Records Management, at
the University ofMaryland's iSchool.
This article about her great uncle
was originally written as her senior
thesis for her history major at Gettys
burg College. Amy generously agreed
to offer her research project for publi
cation in Wagon Tracks because the
memoirs of J. L. Sanderson were
printed in earlier issues and com
piled into a booklet available from
the Last Chance Store. Plans are to
include her research with future
printings of J. L. Sanderson's mem
oirs. Special thanks to Ms. Sander
son for sharing her senior thesis.]

MEMORY is a remarkable concept.
It tells us who we are, what we have
been and can determine who we
may'become. Memory, however, is
malleable. It can be altered by sto
ries we hear others share or by what
books conceal or expose. In turn,
memories develop into "facts," and
even if these memories are errone
ous, for generations they rema~n as
fact until someone becomes curIOUS,
noti~es the inconsistencies, and tries
to set the record straight. This work
is yet another attempt to do this; try
ing to correct the facts that memo
ries, though not intentionally, have
changed about a portion of the
Sanderson family, more specifically,
"Colonel" J. L. Sanderson.

In 1880, a biographical sketch of
"Colonel" Sanderson was published
by Ramsay, Millet and Hudson of
Kansas City, Missouri. The now un
known author stated that Colonel J.
L. Sanderson's career had ''been full
of adventures, dangers, and hard
ships that [had] made the brave, in
dustrious boy the wealthy, generous
and successful man that he [was]."l
But was this truly the case? The
story of J. L. Sanderson is masked in
a historical record based on altered
memories, promulgated myths, and
legends. "Colonel" Sand~rson in ac
tuality is an enigma. He IS known to
history as "Colonel" Jared L. Sander
son, one of the greatest stage-men of
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his age. We will take a jour~ey

through his history, beginning wI~h

his father, Sanford, through hIS
brother Harley, and down to the next
generation, some of whom followed
inJ. L.'s path. This study does not at
tempt to tarnish the name of a man
who was revered and respected by
his contemporaries and his later ad
mirers' it is merely an attempt to re
veal the truth of this man and his
identity, which for so many years has
been lost to history.

The Sanderson Family can trace
its roots back to Higham. England,
in the early sixteenth century with
few breaks. It was Robert Sanderson
(1608?-1690), a silversIl;lith, who
brought his Sanderson hne across
the Atlantic when he immigrated to
Boston in 1639. He became the part
ner of John Hull, the coiner of the co
lonial Pine Tree Shillings and
father-in-law to Samuel Sewall, the
famous Massachusetts magistrate
who oversaw the Salem Witch Trials
of 1692. Together Hull and Sander
son established the Boston silver in
dustry Robert being the more skill
ed of the two.2 It is Robert's third
great-grand nephew, Sanford, who
starts our story.

Sanford was one of five children
born to John and Lydia Jackson
Sanderson of Chesterfield, Cheshire
County, New Hampshire. He ~ar

ried Susanna Lincoln sometIme
prior to 1812 and continued to live in
Cheshire County until about 1822.3

From what can be gathered from the
1810 and 1820 census records from
Cheshire County, Sanford and his
family of three lived in the town of
Fitzwilliam in 1810 and moved back
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to Chesterfield by 1820 with a family
of five. None of the Sanderson chil
dren were born prior to 1810,4 so we
can assume the third individual in
the household is most likely a hired
hand. Two of Sanford and Susanna's
sons and their daughter appear on
the 1820 census, Lydia Jackson, 8,
Sanford, Jr., 7, and Jarib L. ( J. L.),
born on July 20, 1820.5 In 1822 San
ford decided to relocate, bringing his
family to the town of Hi~hgate,

Franklin County, Vermont, sItuated
in the northwestern corner of the
state on Lake Champlain and the
Canadian border. There he estab
lished himself as a farmer and a
cloth fuller, as well as served as se
lectman in 1824/5. His third son,
Harley, was born March 5,1826.6

In the time that Sanford was rais
ing his family the textile industry
was advancing. During the 1820s the
Industrial Revolution, a time when
the manual labor for subsistence of
the past was replaced by mechani~a

tion allowed for mass productIOn
and'the advent of market capitalism.
Traditionally, the fulling of woolen
cloth (fulling was not required in the
production of cotton fabric) w~s done
at home or in a small local mIll. Peo
ple who lived nearby woul? bri~g

their woven fabric to the fullmg mIll
where it was immersed in warm,
soapy water and pounded by wooden
hammers, called stocks, to clean the
fabric. The fabric was then stretched
on a tenter, a long wooden-frame on
which the fabric was held in place by
tenterhooks, in order to prevent
shrinkage as it dried. The dried cloth
was then brushed to raise the nap
(the felted surface of the cloth~, al
lowing the nap to be cropped WIth a
pair of shears, making the surface of
the fabric even. This process was
cumbersome to do in one's house
hold and it is likely that Sanford ran
a s~all fulling mill on either the
Rock or Missisquoi Rivers, both of
which flow through the Highgate
area. The fulling process had been
mechanized by Sanford's time, to a
point where a mill could .run a ma
chine to move the pounding stocks,
run a gig-mill (raises the nap), and
move the blades of a shearing ma
chine. This technology, however, had
not reached the rural areas of the na-
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tion, like Highgate. Many mills at
this time also vertically integrated
their manufacturing processes by
carding, spinning, weaving, and fin
ishing woolen fabric in one location.7

The growth that Sanford and his
young family witnessed occurred not
only in the textile industry but in
their town as well. Highgate's popu
lation grew from 1,250 in 1820 to
2,038 by 1830, about 800 people, a
significant number for such a small
community.8 With the population
being so small, however, Sanford
probably did not make a decent liv
ing ($6/week) to support his family
from fulling alone. He would neither
have the capital or funding to run a
fully mechanized mill. This suggests
that he may have supplemented his
income by subsistence farming, still
a common practice in rural parts of
New England into the 1820s and
1830s.9

As a farmer in northern Vermont
subsisting for himself and family, he
most likely would have had at least
45 to 65 acres, "one cow, one or two
swine, six to ten sheep and their
wool, a pair of oxen or a horse, hay to
sustain livestock through the winter,
all standing crops, twenty to thirty
bushels of corn and grain and ten to
twelve cords of firewood," as all of
these could not be taken away to re
lieve indebtedness. lO Sanford may
have had more than this, especially
in regards to sheep, as he could work
the wool they produced in his mill
and use it to clothe his family. Row
land Robinson, author of Vermont: A
Study of Independence, wrote in
1900 that Vermonters were clothed
in "homespun head to foot" and that
"almost every farmer was more or
less a shepherd," as Spanish merino
sheep had been introduced to the re
gion in 1809.11

Sanford lived on the cusp of
change. In the late 1820s, he would
still be considered a subsistence
farmer and fuller, but he was wit
nessing the beginning of transforma
tion in his industries. Subsistence
farming was losing ground to the
pressures of market capitalism, and
with the opening of the Champlain
Canal in 1822, the year that Sanford
arrived in Highgate, he most likely
did not grow everything he needed,
but was able to trade for some of his
subsistence needs.

Sanford died in 1830, after the
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census was taken. Prior to his death,
Sanford listed himself as being be
tween the ages of 40 and 50.12 From
further analysis of the 1810, 1820,
and 1830 censuses, we can gather
that Sanford was born between the
years of 1779 and 1785, and died
somewhere between the ages of 45
and 50. Sanford, Jr., being the old
est, lived the rest of his life in Ver
mont, continuing in his fathers foot
steps as a farmer. J. L. and Harley,
on the other hand, moved out West,
most likely because their father's
farm could not be equitably split
among the three sons as was New
England tradition, as well as the
shifting nature of Vermont farming
to the raising of cattle and dairy pro
duction.

J. L. arrived in Highgate with his
father at the age of twO. 13 According
to newspapers in Boulder, Colorado,
it was while growing up that "he de
veloped [his] habits of frugality and
industry" and despite the fact that
his "parents where poor but honor
able, [they] taught their son that in
dustry and integrity which have ever
been guiding stars of his life."14 J. L.
was apprenticed to a carriage maker,
and when he was 20, became a stable
boy at a local livery stable. Here, he
would have begun to learn the trade
that would lead him through life,
working his way up to being a stage
coach driver, eventually running
routes between Burlington, Ver
mont, and Montreal, Quebec, Can
ada. 15

J. L. still lived with his mother
and two brothers in 1840, but by
1850, Harley was the only child re
maining in his 60-year-old mother's
home. 16 J. L. continued to climb his
way up the ladder of the stage indus
try, "and then began to operate for
himself in a limited manner."17 He
and his brother Sanford were listed
as members of the Washington Rifle
Company of Highgate, Vermont, for
a 19·day stint on the "northern fron
tier,"18 and in the years leading up to
1860, J. L. witnessed the birth of
various nieces and nephews, three of
whom would join him out West. His
brother Sanford had three sons, one
being Jarib Leonard, also known as
J. L., born on May 16, 1844. His
brother, Harley, had three children,
including two sons, Frederick H. in
1858 and Leonard, who was born af
ter J. L.'s departure, in 1861.19 Ac-

Wagon Tracks

cording to the 1860 census, J. L. was
married to Ann Eliza, approximately
ten years his junior, and classified
himself as a stage proprietor with
$10,000 in real estate and $5,000 in
his own estate.20 He saw the arrival
of the railroad to Vermont in 1848,
and the construction of a rail hub in
St. Albans, Vermont, near Highgate,
may have been what induced him to
emigrate west with his wife.

In 1860, J. L. moved to St. Louis,
Missouri, where he joined in a stage
coach venture with Mahlon Cottrill,
Bradley Barlow, and others, secur
ing many mail routes under the
name, Cottrill, Vickroy and Com
pany. Both Cottrill and Barlow were
from Vermont and most likely
worked with J. L. there.21

J. L. came into the western stage
coach business at a time of great
change in the industry. The Santa Fe
Trail had been in operation since
1821, when it was traveled by Cap
tain William Becknell and five com
panions from Missouri, who opened
successful trade relations with New
Mexico. While there, Captain Beck
nell discovered profitable trading op
portunities with the newly-formed
nation of Mexico at Santa Fe. Morris
Taylor has argued that the Trail
was, in effect, an extension of the Na
tional Pike, but that Congress did
not want to spend money building a
road into "unorganized territory."22
The federal government did survey a
road to New Mexico, 1825-1827, and
provided some military protection
for wagon trains between 1829 and
the outbreak of war with Mexico in
1846.

As use of the Santa Fe Trail ex
panded, Independence, Missouri, be
came the departure point of choice.
There were no formal mail contracts
to carry mail until 1848. These could
be obtained through the Quarter
master's Department at Fort Leav
enworth. On July 1, 1850, the first
congressional four-year-contract to
carry mail between Missouri and
Santa Fe went into operation, ad
ministered by the firm ofWaldo, Hall
and Company. The 800-mile trek
was not necessarily meant for pas
senger traffic at this point. The mail
was carried in wagons, and any pas
sengers traveled in wagons. Passen
ger coaches, such as those made by
Abbott-Downing Company of Con
cord, New Hampshire, commonly
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known as Concord coaches, were not
used during those early years, and
relief stations were at minimum, 375
miles apart. Teams of mules origi
nally pulled the wagons on their
trek, leaving Independence once
every month. By 1857, the journey
was undertaken semimonthly, and
by 1858 there were weekly depar
tures. Later, as railroads pushed far
ther westward, the mail contractors
carried mail and passengers from
the end of track. The railroad was
the preferred contract mail carrier
by the Post Office Department, its
shorter period of time delivering the
mail outweighing its higher cost.23

From the Trail's inception there
were multiple routes to be taken to
Santa Fe that were collectively
known as the Santa Fe Trail. Every
four years, routes, old and new,
would be advertised by the Post Of
fice Department, identified by
number. Bids would be submitted by
various firms, stage and rail alike,
with the lowest bidder winning the
contract. As mentioned above, the
route from Independence to Santa Fe
was originally operated by Waldo,
Hall and Company. Throughout the
1850s, as contracts expired and were
renewed, the lines transferred to
Hockaday and Hall, then to Hall and
Porter, often with minor changes in
the route made as post offices were
added. During this time, the line was
not noticed by the majority of the
western area's public as it was over
shadowed by the Butterfield Over
land Mail Line making a name for it
self contracting mail service on a
more southern and risky route, and
by the short-lived Pony Express. 24
By 1861 the Independence to Santa
Fe Line was under the operation of
the Missouri Stage Company, and by
the time Cottrill, Vickroy and Com
pany, the men with whom Sanderson
worked, made their bid on Route No.
10547, they were taking the route
away from Slemmons, Robert, and
Company in 1862.25

In the two years prior to securing
the mail contract for the main Santa
Fe line, the men of Cottrill, Vickroy
and Company were already operat
ing smaller routes throughout Mis
souri, between 13.5 to 70 miles long.
Upon their acquisition of Route No.
10547 in 1862 "the members of the
firm ... were ambitious and confi
dent as they prepared to furnish
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mail, express, and passenger service
from Kansas City to Santa Fe, Den
ver, and some of the Colorado mining
camps, over routes having a com
bined distance of 2,700 miles."26
Their first mail run on their new con
tract set out from Kansas City, Mis
souri, on July 5, 1862, with a goal of
reducing the travel time from twelve
to ten days.27 In his memoirs, writ
ten in 1912, J. L. romanticized the
prospect that he and his colleagues
set out to accomplish: "The difficul
ties and dangers, the struggles, the
hardships, were all part of the play.
With courage and determination we
moved along this pathway of desert,
plain and mountain. The glare of the
sun by day and the haunting still
ness of the air by night, only broken
by the rumble of the coach and the
clatter of hoofs of horses. Ten days
and ten nights from Kansas City to
Santa Fe, without taking off ones'
clothes, traveling over roads that
have never seen spade nor plough;
an unbroken prairie, over sandy des
ert land, with dangers and perils all
around us, knowing that we were in·
struments in His hands to the work
set before us. Never looking back
ward, but keeping our eye upon the
trail; never for one moment falter
ing, never acknowledging there
could be failure, we moved onward to
the end of the journey. There were
lives trusted to our care, there were
large interests at stake, and back
home anxious ones were waiting for
the word from their loved ones and it
was our object, our will to make
good."28

J. L. functioned as a silent partner
for the first few years of Cottrill,
Vickroy and Company's operation
while he ran his own line from Kan
sas City and Fort Leavenworth to
Fort Scott, Kansas, which began
making daily trips on March 15,
1863.29 During these years, he had to
worry about the threats posed by In
dians, the Confederate forces in the
region, and partisans fighting on the
Kansas·Missouri border to all of the
stage lines he was involved with. He
even went so far as to place an article
in the Kansas City Daily Journal of
Commerce on August 8, 1863, stating
that his line was perfectly safe from
bushwhackers after concerns were
raised by the recent attack on West·
port, Missouri, by partisan bush·
whackers that June.30
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The Civil War did have an adverse
effect on the operation of all the
stage lines along the Santa Fe Trail.
Troops were garrisoned at forts
along the trail and would escort the
caravans of wagons and coaches
from fort to fort. The threat was
mainly at the eastern end of the trail
as Union and Confederate partisans
would raid towns along the Kansas
and Missouri border. Trade along
the trail wisely "shifted to Fort Leav
enworth and the safety of U.S. Army
protection."31 The most famous of
these partisan troops were those of
William Clarke Quantrill, who raid
ed Lawrence, Kansas, on August 21,
1863.32 J. L. relates an anecdote in
his memoirs, claiming that Quantrill
took a revolver and forty dollars from
him, and then later informed J. L.
that "his men had positive orders not
to touch any of [ J. L.'s company's]
horses, and if they ever did to let
[Quantrill] know and he would make
it right with [him]."33 The likelihood
of such a story can be called into
question, but the prospect itself is
quite intriguing. Although J. L.
claims that his lines were not har
assed by Quantrill's raiders, the
southwestern portions of the trail
were threatened during the early
portion of the national conflict.

Major Henry Hopkins Sibley had
been stationed at Fort Union along
the trail at the outbreak of the war.
He resigned from his post and ob
tained a brigadier general commis
sion from Confederate President Jef·
ferson Davis with permission to open
a western theatre ofwar for the inva
sion of New Mexico. Upon his arrival
in that area with 2,500 men re
cruited from San Antonio, Texas, Si·
bley joined Colonel John R. Baylor
and his 300 mounted men from
Texas. These men had already taken
Fort Bliss in EI Paso, Texas, as well
as the town of Mesilla and Fort Fill·
more in what he had established as
the Confederate Territory of Arizona
(southern portion of present New
Mexico and Arizona). Sibley's men
marched onto Santa Fe, causing Un
ion troops there to withdraw to Fort
Union where men from the Colorado
1st Volunteer Regiment met them
just in time to stand up to Sibley. On
March 28, 1862, the Battle of Glori
eta Pass, also known as "The Gettys
burg of the West," ensued. By March
28 the battle was over, the Union
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troops having successfully cut Si
bley's supply lines, causing him to
withdraw and effectively removing
the Confederate threat from the area
for the duration of the war. 34

Threats not only came from
march- ing armies, but from Indians
as well. On the western portions of
the traiL threats from the Kiowa, Co
manche, Cheyenne, and Arapaho
tribes plagued the flourishing trade
route. For much of the duration of
the trail's use, Indians attacked and
robbed coaches, wagon trains, and
other travelers along it, causing sig
nificant losses of life, property, and
capitaL J. L. wrote, "[n]o one can
ever know of ... the dread of the sav
age that comes into the mind and
heart of the traveler for the first time
[riding the trail]. After awhile this
all passes away, and fear disappears,
courage grows, and we learn to take
things as they are.... "35

During the war, the outcomes of
Indian raids were worsened by regu
lar troops being replaced by volun·
teers who did not have a basic knowl·
edge in the fighting tactics required
to fight the Indians taking advan·
tage of the white man's conflict for
their own gain. Eventually, in 1865,
a mandatory escort system was es
tablished in which caravans of
wagon trains and coaches could only
leave forts on the first and fifteenth
of each month. This reduced the
quantity ofIndian raids on the lines;
however, the system only lasted two
months due to the lack of troops.36
Raids on the line were an aspect of
trail life that could not be elimi
nated. J. L. put in a claim to the gov
ernment for damages of at least
twelve raids as related in his mem
oirs, money that he would never re
ceive, but he also made a point to re
late when Indian's saved a coach on
his line (he claimed to be on it) on
June 16, 1863. According to J. L.,
some highwaymen were in the pro
cess of robbing the coach (another
common occurrence) when a band of
Kiowas burst out and killed the high
waymen.37

Raids on the stage lines almost al
ways had a tragic end to them, but
tragedy did not remain on the line; it
hit at home as well. On October 20
1864, Mahlon Cottrill, the senior
partner ofM. Cottrill and Company,
died.3s There was not an immediate
reorganization of the firm, but one

August 2008

can infer that Bradley Barlow and J.
L. Sanderson continued to oversee
the business: Barlow dealing with fi
nancial matters back in Vermont
and J. L. dealing with the operation
of the business, including personally
buying mules and horses.39 The
western terminus of the United Pa
cific Eastern Division Railroad
reached Lawrence, Kansas, in 1864
as well, which in turn became the
eastern terminus of the mail route
on the Santa Fe Trail.40

Common stage practices on the
line that would become Barlow and
Sanderson comprised a coach with
one driver who would change at sta
tions along the route and one mes
senger/conductor who was in charge
of the treasure box. The messenger
remained on the coach for the entire
trip and carried a Sharps rifle and
two Colt revolvers at the expense of
the stage company. The coach could
hold nine passengers inside and an
other on the box with the driver and
conductor, and were allowed one
piece of luggage of 110 pounds each
(they were charged a dollar per extra
pound). Luggage was stored on the
roof of the carriage as well as the
front and rear boots, covered by
leather aprons. Sometimes passen
gers could even ride on the roof of the
coach if there was room. A typical
passenger fare would cost anywhere
from $125 to $200, about twenty-five
cents per mile.41 According to one
employee of the firm, A. L. Carpen
ter, the trip would take 13.25 days,
and new horses were kept at stations
along the route every 15 to 20 miles,
except the stretch of the Long Route
from Fort Larned to Fort Lyon, 230
miles apart through western Kansas
and eastern Colorado Territory
along the Arkansas River. 42 New
forts were constructed on the Long
Route at the close of the Civil War.
The weather, especially in the winter
months, often posed a threat. More
over, while riding on the trail, em
ployees and passengers alike de
pended on the food they hunted for
themselves for sustenance, espe
cially buffalo. J. L. states that he al
ways had employees who did their
jobs well, though there were the few
exceptions. He believed he paid them
fairly; superintendents of the vari
ous divisions of the line could earn
$1,200 to $1,500 dollars per annum,
while station agents earned $1,000.
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All other employees earned $100 per
annum or less depending on their
duties.43

In 1865, M. Cottrill and Company
became officially known as the Santa
Fe Stage Company and advertised
its routes and the military escorts it
used. It was noted in another column
of the same paper that "Mr. J. P.
Sanderson, one of the most success
ful stage men in the west, has lately
become connected with this com
pany."44 Morris Taylor, in his book
First Mail West, concludes that one,
J. L. was misidentified as J.P., and
two, that it was only at this time that
J. L. became more involved in the
line, as he had alreadY had a mone
tary interest in it since 1862. J. L.
continued to operate his stage line
from Kansas City to Fort Scott in his
own interest. 45

The misidentification of J. L. as J.
P. may have led to a further miscon
ception about J. L. In many sources,
including J. L.'s obituary, it is stated
that sometime during the Civil War,
J. L. was awarded with the rank of
Colonel for his services in protecting
government property and assets. For
anyone to be given such a high rank
for services rendered is highly un
likely, and Morris Taylor has made
the connection that since J. L. was
misidentified as J. P., he was further
confused as being Colonel J. P.
Sanderson, Provost Marshall of the
Department of the Missouri, killed
in 1864. We may never know why the
rank remained attached to J. L. for
the rest of his life. It may well have
been as simple as friends promulgat
ing the misidentification as a joke, or
that the community used the title as
a symbol of respect rather than
rank.46

Throughout his life, J. L. was
known as a quiet, even-tempered
man. He stood about five feet seven
inches, wore long sideburns, and en
joyed the company of a small gather
ing rather than the entirety of local
society. Despite not having a higher
education he was "well informed"
through experience. He had no time
for those pastimes that may have
been seen as immoral to some, such
as playing cards or gambling, yet his
one vice was smoking.47

In addition to the interesting cir
cumstances in which J. L. began to
be known as the "Colonel" is the na
ture of his name in general. Accord-
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ing to the Sanderson family geneal
ogy, census records, and even city di
rectories in St. Louis, Missouri, J. L.
was Jarib L. Around the time that J.
L. moved out West, his fIrst name
somehow changed to Jared. Perhaps
he had his name changed to prevent
the constant confusion and misspell
ings of his name. What is more
likely, is that maybe one misunder
standing in the historical record
back in the mid to late nineteenth
century, when handwriting was still
script and not always the most legi
ble while rushing to enumerate the
census, caused J. L.'s name to be
read as Jared instead of Jarib. In
some years ofthe St. Louis city direc
tories, J. L. was listed as Javil, Jer
rub, and Gerald. Most of his official
documentation, including his fu
neral record, referred to him as J. L.,
which does not clear up the mystery.
His nephew, Jarib Leonard, the fIrst
son of his brother Sanford, Jr., and
whose middle name may indicate the
meaning of his uncle's second initial,
also dealt with the confusion, as
when he was six he was recorded as
Jared on the census. He was also
listed as J. L., Jr., in some St. Louis
city directories. Is this how these two
men wanted to be known, how the
census enumerator heard their
name, or how researchers have mis
read it?48

After the conclusion of the Civil
War, the Santa Fe Trail and the rail
roads continued in their dichoto
mous evolution, with one declining
from use as the other rose to power.
More forts were built along the trail
to stave off the Indian threat, includ
ing Camp Nichols, established by
Colonel Kit Carson, Fort Dodge, and
Fort Aubrey. The ButterfIeld Over
land Despatch began service in 1865
over the Smoky Hill Trail from the
Missouri River to Denver. Ben Hol
laday purchased ButterfIeld's line in
March of 1866, having a monopoly on
the routes between St. Louis and
Salt Lake City, but this new competi
tion did not seem to hinder the Santa
Fe Stage Company. J. L. made a suc
cessful bid on April 13, 1866, for the
Lawrence to Santa Fe Line, which
later ordered that Barlow be a part
ner in the venture, formalizing the
operations of the partnership of the
previous two years.49

The fIrst coach on the new four
year contract left from Junction City,
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Kansas, however, as the Union Pa
cifIc Eastern Division terminus 'had
arrived there. The trip to Santa Fe
from Junction City was 805 miles.50
J. L. kept his offices for his line to
Fort Scott in Kansas City and his
nephew, J. L., had come to live with
him and worked as a mail agent for
the stage company while in his twen
ties. 51 He was often confused in the
historical record as Jarib's son. Ac
cording to most sources, J. L. and
Ann Eliza did not have any children,
hardly surprising as J. L. was away
from home more than six months of
the year and Ann is never mentioned
in association with J. L. except at the
time of her death. Even if J. L. the
nephew, was J. L. the elder's son,
Ann would have been only fifteen
when he was born. What confIrms
the nature of J. L. the nephew's rela
tion to J. L. the elder is J. L. Sander
son and Company's cashier, H. C.
Griffm's reference to J. L. the
nephew as such.52

In November 1866, Barlow, San
derson and Company (as the Santa
Fe Stage was now known) estab
lished an office in Trinidad, Colo
rado, and "continued to serve the
branch lines up the Arkansas [River]
from Bent's Old Fort to Pueblo."53
This was not a mail contract route,
however, as J. L. had lost a bid for it.
It served as an express route, which
was eventually abandoned as Daniel
Witter, who had won the bid, pro
vided adequate service.54 In the
same month, Ben Holladay merged
with Wells, Fargo and Company and
other expresses. Under the name of
Wells, Fargo and Company, he
owned all the "important" lines ex
cept that of Barlow and Sanderson
between the Missouri River and
California.55

Barlow and Sanderson controlled
one of the two transcontinental mail
routes, causing their compensation
to increase from $24,909 to $44,091
per annum for their tri-weekly serv
ice. The company began to sublet
contracts on the route past Santa Fe,
under the name of the Southern
Overland Mail and Express, reach
ing the destinations of EI Paso,
Texas, Yuma, Arizona, and San Di
ego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and
Sacramento, California.56

Meanwhile, J. L.'s brother Harley
was back in Vermont farming and
raising his young family with his
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wife Caroline (Carrie), while the cul
tural changes his father had begun
to witness enveloped him. In 1866,
Harley fmally decided to relocate his
family to Kansas City, Missouri, to
join his brother and work as the gen
eral superintendent and paymaster
for Barlow, Sanderson and Com
pany's Colorado Division.

The year after Harley's arrival,
the Post Office Department ordered
that travel time on the trail be re
duced from ten to seven days in the
summer months and from twelve to
eight days in the winter months.
These orders came with a $28,620
yearly increase in pay, making Bar
low and Sanderson's government
subsidy a total of $85,860 per an
num. Around the same time, on July
16, 1867, the terminus of the Santa
Fe line was moved from Junction
City, Kansas to Fort Harker, four
miles from Ellsworth, Kansas, where
Barlow, Sanderson and Company
had moved their offices in anticipa
tion of the rail terminus moving.
This move reduced travel on the trail
by 36 hours. 57

Interruption of service by Indians
was still an issue, but in 1867 Post
master General Alexander Randall
made the claim in his annual report
that the services of Barlow and
Sanderson were less interrupted by
Indian assaults than Wells, Fargo
and Company. Whether this is due to
the more northern tendencies of the
Wells, Fargo and Company's routes
or due to the better service of Barlow
and Sanderson requires further
study.58 All in all, Barlow and
Sanderson became one of the most
successful stage companies in the
late 1860s. Morris Taylor writes: "Al·
though still dwarfed by the scale of
the Wells Fargo operations to the
north and west Barlow, Sanderson,
and Company had developed a major
communication and transportation
system by the late 1860's. Their serv
ice covered about 2,000 miles, and its
maintenance required about 1,200
animals and more than 200 regular
employees as well as many others in
incidental employment."59

With the renewal by a successful
bid on Route No. 14020 in 1866, Bar
low, Sanderson and Company's sub
sidiary, the Southern Overland Mail
and Express, moved their eastern
terminus to Hays City on the Smoky
Hill Trail, new terminus of the Un-
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ion Pacific Eastern Division, and the
following year to the town of Sheri
dan a few miles east of Fort Wallace,
Kansas. They also provided daily
service (except Sunday) to Santa Fe,
the route now taking only three days
to complete, though the Post Office
Department required four to five
days. The line extended to Taos, New
Mexico, in order to serve the gold
miners in the area, granting Barlow
and Sanderson another $85,860 per
annum on Route No. 14020, which in
total was now worth $171,720.

On May 10, 1869, the "golden
spike" was driven into the track con
necting the Union Pacific Railroad
with the Central Pacific Railroad at
Promontory, Utah. This did not af
fect the Santa Fe line but in time,
with other railroad construction,
would spell the end for Barlow,
Sanderson and Company. Yet, ac
cording to Morris Taylor, "The year
1869 may have been the best year for
... [them]." In total, the firm re
ceived $1.5 million in government
mail subsidies, had a mail route from
Phil Sheridan, Kansas, to Los Ange
les, California, that spanned 1,700
miles, branch lines that constituted
another 300 miles, and enough vehi
cles to bring the total travel distance
of the firm to 18,000 miles per week,
carrying 3,000 pounds. Twenty-nine
military posts and approximately
200,000 people were dependent upon
the operations ofBarlow, Sanderson,
and Company and its subsidiaries in
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and
California.60 The fees that Barlow,
Sanderson and Company charged for
passengers covered their expenses
while the firm considered the money
it received in government subsidies
as profit.61

Barlow and Sanderson had also
acquired the Smoky Hill Line frem
Wells, Fargo and Company, and with
the acquisition of the Pueblo-Denver
lines in 1870, Barlow and Sanderson
had a monopoly of the northern and
southern routes into Santa Fe.62 In
March 1870, the terminus of the
stage line was moved to Kit Carson,
Colorado Territory. Service on the
Barlow and Sanderson line ''had the
distinction of being the last major
stage coach system in the countrY,"63
and was still running smoothly in
April 1870 when a Denver newsman,
W. R. Thomas, wrote: ''What Wells,
Fargo & Co. has been, and Hughes &

August 2008

Co. is to Colorado, this company has
been and is to New Mexico. For the
many favors of the company, as well
as for the unceasing attention of
their employes [sic], and most of all
for the swift, safe and comfortable
manner in which they have carried
me for so many miles, I now return
my thanks and praise."64

As the 1870s passed by, Denver
became the new central point of
stagecoach traveL Lines were aban
doned as the railroad continued its
expansion west with its own branch
lines. By 1872, the stagecoach line
from Pueblo, Colorado, via Trinidad
(where Barlow and Sanderson had
set up an office in 1866) to Santa Fe
was the main line, with the line from
Kit Carson to Santa Fe considered a
branch line.65 That year, J. L. trav
eled the line to make sure everything
was running smoothly, and in 1873
he caught what some might call an
opportunity when Jay Cooke and
Company, a Philadelphia banking
firm, declared bankruptcy, becoming
one of the causes of the Panic of
1873.

The depression that followed
stemmed the tide of the railroad and
allowed J. L. to establish more lines
in the San Luis Valley of Colorado
that ran to Del Norte in the San
Juan Mountains from Pueblo to pro
vide daily service to the mining com
munities west of the Rocky Moun
tains. He knew that inevitably the
railroad would drive him out of busi
ness east of the mountain range,
where his terminus had again been
pushed west to West Las Animas,
Colorado, where J. L. the nephew,
operated as a stage agent for his un
cle.66 In 1874, J. L.'s brother, Harley,
moved his family to Pueblo, Colo
rado, from Pleasant Hill, Missouri.67
Here he would remain the rest of his
life, raising his two sons to follow in
his and their uncle's footsteps.

In the six years that had elapsed
since the connection of the transcon
tinental railroad at Promontory, the
mail subsidies received by Barlow
and Sanderson had drastically de
clined. The firm only had two serv
ices in the region where they had
been the most prominent, from
Pueblo to Santa Fe and Trinidad to
Las Animas, which paid a total of
$800. Even these lines were in dan
ger as a railhead had been estab
lished at La Junta, Colorado, 20
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miles west of Las Animas in Decem
ber 1875.68 Barlow and Sanderson
continued to expand their services in
the southwestern and south-central
area of Colorado, with Harley acting
as the general superintendent in the
Pueblo office, directly involved in the
development of a line from Cucharas
and Lake City, Colorado, into the
SanJuan Mountain mining districts.
J. L. also traveled to Las Animas in
the spring of 1876 to confer with his
brother in person to establish a daily
service from Canon City, Colorado,
to a silver mining camp in Rosita, be
ginning in ApriL69

Throughout the rest of the year,
more Barlow and Sanderson lines
had to be abandoned. The last coach
to leave south bound from Pueblo de
parted on May 3. Trinidad was the
new northern terminus of the lines
to Las Animas, but this line was
closed by September, soon after Colo
rado was granted statehood. The
Southern Overland service no longer
held any mail contracts, but was still
operated by subcontractors south of
Santa Fe as a buck board service.7o

In the summer of 1877, the Den
ver and Rio Grande Railroad entered
the San Luis Valley and threatened
the lines that Barlow, Sanderson
and Company had there. Their serv
ice extended to Lake City, Colorado,
with "Sanderson, No.2, nephew of
'the old man'" as the company agent,
according to the Pueblo Chieftain,
another confirmation that J. L. the
nephew was not J. L. the elder's
son.71 Earlier in the year Harley and
J. L. had met with an agent of the
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad to
work out terms for a service to and
from the railhead in Alamosa in the
San Luis Valley, and their line from
Trinidad to Santa Fe was still run
ning.72

In 1878, J. L. bought out Bradley
Barlow's stock in their stage com
pany for $75,000, as Barlow had
been elected to the 46th Congress as
a National Republican in Vermont.
The company was now known offi
cially as J. L. Sanderson and Com
pany, with Harley, J. L. the nephew,
and his cashier, H. C. Griffin, now
having interest in the company, with
headquarters in Pueblo, Colorado.
The company had 900 miles ofroutes
in Colorado and New Mexico, and
800 miles in California and Ore
gon.73 In the fall of that year the rail
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line to Trinidad was completed. J. L.
continued a "skeletal" service from
Trinidad and Santa Fe to Alamosa.74
He was able to counteract this set
back by being able to extend his line
from Pueblo to Leadville, Colorado,
as silver was discovered there in Oc
tober 1878.75

In February 1879, J. L. bought
more supplies for his Canon City
Leadville line and continued to ex
pand his reach into the mining com
munities of Utah, Nevada, Califor
nia, and Washington.76 When the
railroad finally reached Leadville, J.
L. sold his stock in the area and re
moved to South Arkansas (Salida),
Colorado, where he could still con
tinue service into the San Juan re
gion. Around the same time the
Santa Fe Railroad reached Las Ve
gas, New Mexico, making Sander
son's stage line only 65 miles long to
Santa Fe. On January 24, 1880,
when J. L. sold his stock in the Santa
Fe Line, the rail line was only 15
miles from Santa Fe.77

In the 1880 census, J. L.'s brother
Harley, who J. L. praised as giving
"noble and unswerving devotion, to
his most arduous duties, and ... fi
delity to my interests,"78 specified his
profession as a stage proprietor and
his two sons, Fred, 23, and Leonard,
19, were working for him (and pre
sumably their uncle J. L.) as a clerk
and an agent, respectively.79 For the
next four years, the Sanderson fam
ily kept their stage lines running
throughout Colorado, Nevada, Cali
fornia, Oregon, and Washington, but
inevitably the railroad made them
obsolete, and in 1884 J. L. shut the
stage line down.80

Silver had been found to be profit
able in Colorado in the 1860s; the
city of Boulder being founded in 1870
after a silver lode was discovered
there in 1869.81 It was here that J. L.
and his wife Ann moved, most likely
sometime in 1884 for two reasons,
the first being J. L.'s interest in min
ing and the second being Ann's
health.82 J. L. had maintained a farm
in Manchester, Missouri, outside of
St. Louis up until that year. J. L. and
Ann appear on the 1885 Colorado
State Census, with their nephew J.
L.83 J. L. listed his profession as min
ing and his nephew still maintained
staging as his profession.84

Mter selling his interest in his
stage company, J. L. bought into sil-
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ver mining, first investing in the Bis
marck Mine in Caribou, Colorado,
and when that began to decline, he
bought Slide Mine near Gold Hill,
Colorado, which produced two mil
lion dollars worth of the metal.85 The
money he made was invested in try
ing to find more ore deposits.86 All
seemed to be going well, but on June
15, 1890, Ann Eliza died of lung and
heart disease, 18 months after mov
ing to Boulder, according to her bur
ial record, supposedly bearing no
children.87

J. L. continued in his mining ven
tures for the next eight years in the
Boulder County area. On May 5,
1898, he married the widow Mrs.
Anne Wilkins Powell. She was
wealthy with real estate interests
based on connections with her
brother-in-law, W. H. Nicholson, a
wealthy mine owner in Boulder
County, and so both Anne and J. L.
were financially secure at the time of
their union; he was 78, she was 39.88
J. L. sold his interests in Slide Mine
during the 1890s for $750,000 but
only received $100,000 for himself as
the other $650,000 was committed to
liens on the mine, left by a company
which could not pay him.89 He soon
lost the rest of his fortune and tried
to collect on claims he had made in
the 1880s to the government regard
ing depredations by the Cheyennes
on his stage line. He did not receive
any money from these claims, as the
government determined that the
Cheyenne were not in amity with the
United States when the depreda
tions took place. Even up until 1934,
Anne Powell Sanderson continued to
apply for the $47,000 she felt her
husband had deserved.90

Mter the early 1890s J. L. disap
pears from the historical record for
the most part until nostalgic news
paper articles appear, detailing the
great stories of the long, lost Santa
Fe Trail. On the 1900 census, J. L.
and his wife appear as boarding
house keepers, but 10 years later, J.
L. lists himself as being in the min
ing business again.91 J. L. wrote his
memoirs in 1912, supposedly due to
the demand of peop.le wanting to
hear his stories about his adventures
with Indians on the plains. Like so
many memoirs, they are rife with
embellishment and exaggeration. He
claims to have been intimately asso
ciated with President Abraham Lin-

Wagon Tracks

coIn and General Ulysses S. Grant
when he visited Washington, D.C.,
on business, and boarded Grant's
''handsome grey charger, which had
carried him safely through the war"
at his farm outside if St. Louis,
where Grant "pensioned him for life.
.. in green pastures."92 He also made
claims to know John Brown of Harp
er's Ferry fame when Brown was in
Kansas Territory, which Leo E.
Oliva notes in J. L.'s memoirs, is not
possible as John Brown was exe
cuted in 1859, while J. L. arrived in
St. Louis in late 1860.93 Another in
teresting claim that J. L. makes is
that he found a dinosaur fossil which
now resides in the Smithsonian In
stitution. He also claims to have wit·
nessed the failed movements of Gen
eral Winfield Scott Hancock against
the Plains Indians in 1867, and
claimed to have known Kit Carson
and Buffalo Bill Cody.94 One should
not to rush to judgment that all of
these claims are untrue; they are
simply unsubstantiated.

In all accounts, it seems that J. L.
was enjoying his retirement and old
age despite his lack of funding, and
on May 10, 1915, he died, the death
certificate citing cause of death as
"senility and arterio sclerosis," a
hardening of the arteries.95 Some ac
counts noted that he died on the eve
of his 95th birthday, but it was actu
ally more than two months before
that anniversary. He did have a long
and remarkable life.96 His wife Anne
died in 1939 at the age of 90.97

After J. L. closed the stage line in
1884, his brother Harley went into
the cattle business, but retired five
years later in 1890. He had 19 years
of retirement to enjoy with Carrie
before she died in May 1909, after
which he lived with his daughter Al
ice and her husband George L. L.
Gann, a local shopkeeper in Pueblo.
On May 24, 1915, he died at the age
of 89, only two weeks after his
brother J. L.98

The influence of J. L. and Harley
and their stage days lived on in the
next generation through J. L.'s three
nephews, Sanford, Jr.'s son, J. L.,
and Harley's sons Fred and Leonard.
At the age of 39 in 1900 Fred was
still not married. He worked as a ci
gar merchant in Hotchkiss, 0010
rado, and wed Mary Seaton of Ne
braska in 1907, 20 years his junior,
welcoming their first child, Alice, in
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1909. Their second daughter, Mar
ion, was born in 1914. Upon his un
cle's and father's deaths, Fred was
living in Hotchkiss, Colorado, and
worked as the local postmaster. His
wife, Elizabeth, worked as a school
teacher while they raised their two
daughters. He was still working as
the postmaster of Hotchkiss upon his
sister's death in Pueblo in May 1933,
after an eight-month illness, but had
listed himself as a farmer on the
1930 census.99 His brother, Leonard,
who had helped out his father in
1880, disappeared from the histori
cal record. Harley was survived by
another son, A. L. Sanderson, who
was a dentist in the Pueblo area; this
may be Leonard under a different
name. 100

Fred's cousin, and J. L. and Har
ley's nephew, J. L. had moved to
Buena Vista, Colorado, with his wife
Luella Bale of Salida by 1880. He
listed himself as the superintendent
of a stage company, as he was over
seeing the Canon City-Leadville line
of his uncle's company.lOl He had a
son, Sanford, who died in 1881 at the
age of one and a half of scarlet fe
ver.l02 In 1885, it appears, as stated
above, that J. L. was living with his
uncle again, but by 1900, J. L. had
moved to Los Angeles and was living
there with his 15-year-old daughter,
Irene, operating a livery stable with
John D. Cooper under the name of
Sanderson & Cooper.103 In the city
directories, he refers to himself as J.
L. Sanderson, Jr., further complicat
ing the matter of people thinking
that he is J. L. the elder's son. Most
likely he did this for name associa
tion for his company. J. L. the
nephew died on February 26, 1922,
and his daughter Irene died in
1967. 104

The memories of the Santa Fe
Trail and the men who lived through
its experiences have been romanti
cized by those who look back and be
lieve in the concept of the good old
days; when life was slower and men
were still honorable. The way that
history has remembered J. L. San
derson and his family has previously
been a part ofthis view. He was seen
as the honorable "Colonel," who
overcame the odds of growing up in
middling circumstances on a New
England farm to become one of the
wealthiest men in the West, only to
die destitute. As has been shown, his
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life was exciting. To his peers, he was
seen as a good man, yet he operated
much the same as any other man did
at the time; he wanted to be success
ful in life and be happy in his work.
Though he had no children of his
own, his influence extended down to
his nephews who remained in a re
lated industry to that of their uncle's
for some time after J. L. Sanderson
and Company went defunct. Yet, the
influence of J. L.'s father, Sanford, is
also seen in his grandson Fred's re
turn to farming.

Today, the people of Colorado and
Sanderson descendants like to
remember J. L. Sanderson as he had
wanted to be remembered; a man
who led western expansion and
knew the likes ofLincoln, Grant, and
Kit Carson. The claims he made in
his memoirs are those of a man who
did not want to be forgotten to
history due to his normalcy, so he
embellished his life story to make it
more fascinating to future genera
tions. These future generations have
gone along with these wishes, still
calling J. L. "Colonel" and leaving
the hard and confusing questions
regarding the essence of his name
and his relation to his nephew to
others. Hopefully, some of the myths
have been dispelled and J. L.
Sanderson and his family can be
seen as the people they really were.
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-Traffic in Verse
Sandra M. Doe, Editor

This column seeks poetry which
addresses the history, realism, ro
mance, and diversity of the Trail and
demonstrates authentic emotion,
original images, and skill in crafts
manship. Please submit poems for
consideration to Sandra M. Doe,
Dept. of English, Campus Box 32,
Metropolitan State College of Den
ver, PO Box 173362, Denver CO
80217-3362.

This poem (kindly sent by Mike
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Olsen who perused many obscure
magazines to discover it) was pub
lished in Overland Monthly (VoL LV,
No.6, June 1910). The author
supplied a commentary for readers
of this California-based magazine.
''The Santa Fe Trail originally ex
tended from St. Louis, Missouri. to
Santa Fe, N.M., and was the route
used extensively by the emigrants
and traders of the Southwest. The
nature of the freight transported by
the traders over this trail rendered
their caravans constantly subject to
harassment and attack by the hos
tile Indians. The bleaching bones of
men and mules scattered along the
route are to-day [1910] the only
remaining evidences of many a fierce
and bloody battle of the early days."
-C. C. McIntrye. Little is known
about the author, Carlyle Chathan
McIntrye, who was born in 1881. He
self-published one volume of poetry,
In Conclusion, in Sierra Madre, Cali
fornia in 1919. Nonetheless, the
poem captures with some equity
(women and warriors red) the spirit
of the TraiL

The Ghosts of the Santa Fe
by Carlyle C. McIntyre

Under the dome of the desert skies.
Watched by a legion of starry eyes.
Fading away to-night it lies-

The trail of the Santa Fe.

Fading away like the fires that threw
Flickering light when the West was

new.
Cheering the men and women. too.

Who camped on the Santa Fe.

Gone are the days of the long ago
Gone are the men that they used to

know.
Gone are the fires that used to throw

Their light on the Santa Fe.

Scattered the bleaching bones are
strewn

Under light of the silver moon,
Telling of those who died too soon

The men of the Santa Fe.

Weirdly the roaming coyote's wail
Sounds like a ghost; through the moon

light pale,
Shadowy figures haunt the trail.

To-night on the Santa Fe.

Spirits of warriors red and white,
Slain in the heat of the reckless fight.
Wander in silent peace to-night

Along on the Santa Fe.

Wander and wait as the ages craWl.
Watching the tribes and the nations

fall.
Longing to hear the final call

The ghosts of the Santa Fe.
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JULIUS FROEBEL'S WESTERN TRAVELS, PART II
[Froebels narrative of his trip over
the Santa Fe Trail in 1852·1853 con
tinues. For an introduction to this
rare publication, see the May 2008 is
sueofWT.]

At Independence I made the
acquaintance of a man who in his
way is no less singular than Mr.
Warder Cresson. Mr. -, who though
known in the State of Missouri for
his eccentricity, nevertheless holds a
respected position, has, for a North
American, the most extravagant
views of political life and interests.
He regards the "American" as the
"most ancient and primitive
civilization of mankind," and lao
ments that this is not acknowledged
by the world at large. This culture he
admits, has become degenerate in
America itself; but in China it is still
found in a pure state. Hence salva
tion must come to America from
China, and this consists in the
introduction of the "Chinese consti
tution," viz. the "patriarchal demo·
cracy of the Celestial Empire." The
political life of the United States is,
"through European influences," in a
state of complete demoralization,
and the Chinese constitution alone
contains the elements of regenera
tion. For this reason a railroad to the
Pacific is of such vast importance,
since by its means the Chinese trade
will be conducted straight across the
North-American continent. This
trade must bring in its train Chinese
civilization. All that is usually alleg
ed against China is mere calumny,
spread purposely, just like those
calumnies which are circulated in
Europe about the United States. Mr.
- belongs to the class of American
malcontents, in whose character is
mixed an immeasurable portion of
national conceit with a general
discontent at the state of things in
the United States. This class of
people is not rare, and belong to the
better elements of the Know-nothing
order. These characters, with their
forced American nationality, repre
sent the reverse of our former long
haired Teutonists. "We Germans,"
said the latter, "are the fIrst people
in the world: at present, it is true,
matters stand very badly with us;
but our descendants, they will be a
people!" The former say, ''We Ameri
cans are the first people in the world:
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at present, it is true, matters stand
very badly with us; but our descen
dants, they will be a people!" But as
the sons of Arminius, proud of their
past, understood that a past has no
value if it has no future, and there
fore prepared themselves for this
future by their athletic exercises; so
the sons of Uncle Sam, proud of their
future, seem to opine that a future,
without a past, is of no value, and
therefore they attempt to found an
American culture upon Indianism.
"We want the prestige of antiquity,"
said Mr. -, to me; ''but we have it!
See the Indian mounds in our West!"
It was upon this tendency of the
American mind, which is not
exclusively peculiar to the United
States, but is also met with in the
Spanish-American countries, that
the cunning founder of the Mormon
sect originally calculated, in making
the American Indians play so
prominent a part in the sacred
history he invented. It is an endea
vour, mentally and historically, as
has been done politically, to eman
cipate themselves from Europe; and
they imagine they can attain this
object by denying their physical and
mental origin. In the same manner
the Mexicans, at the time of their
separation from Spain, called
themselves the sons of Montezuma
hijos de Montezuma. The history of
how many a people may in the
earliest times of mankind have been
falsified in this manner!

Our waggons were loaded at
Weyne City in the frrst week of
August [1852], and drawn by hired
teams of oxen on to the open prairie,
where, in charge ofMexican lads, our
mules had been out at grass. On the
17th ofAugust, in company with Mr.
Mayer and his wife, I followed the
caravan, which, when we overtook it,
had already passed the frontier of
the State of Missouri, and entered
the large tract which at that time
still belonged to the Indians west of
the United States, but is now opened
to the colonization of the whites,
under the name of the Kansas
territory.

Before inviting the reader to
accompany me on the long journey
from Missouri to Chihuahua, I must
endeavour to give him a general idea
of the arrangement and locomotion
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of a caravan on its journey through
the western wildernesses of the
North American continent.

The waggons generally carry from
five to six thousand pounds weight,
and are yoked with five pairs, if
drawn, like ours, by mules. A single
driver guides them, now seated on
the saddled mule, now walking by
the side. In difficult places the driv·
ers assist one another, and some·
times the teams have to be doubled:
that is to say, the three or four fore
pairs of the one waggon are attached
in a line to the other, in order to get
the waggons over some height or
through some deep morass. On these
occasions sometimes eight or ten
men are engaged about a single wag·
gon. As the caravan must keep to·
gether, it can only proceed, under
such circumstances, a few English
miles in a day. I shall hereafter have
occasion to speak of an effort that oc
cupied a fortnight to get twenty·six
waggons over the short distance of
twelve English miles. In other parts,
on the contrary, the roads across the
prairies are so good that seventy to
eighty miles can be travelled in four
and twenty hours, if want of water
(as is often the case in these parts)
renders it necessary to travel so
quickly. Of this likewise I shall have
occasion to mention a few instances.

The waggons are very strongly
built, and their durability is almost
inconceivable. They suffer mostly
from the dryness of the air on reach
ing the higher regions of the West,
and for this reason the wheels must
be watered whenever an opportunity
offers. Without some unfortunate ac
cident, however, a good teamster can
take his waggon across the continent
without incurring any breakage.
Nevertheless, a caravan carries with
it the most important articles ofhar
ness and parts of the waggon in extra
quantities, so that a broken axle, a
worn-out collar, or a broken chain,
&c., can be instantly replaced.

A store of shoes for the mules,
which are not always shod, and sel
dom completely, must likewise be
taken; and wheelwrights' tools, shov
els and hoes,' windlasses, levers,
crowbars, axes, and hatchets for cut
ting wood, are also indispensable ar
ticles.

The provender consists of flour,

August 2008



bacon, dried beans, coffee, and
sugar. Spirits are never given on
these journeys, unless the master of
conductor of the caravan is induced
by great toil or especial privations to
unlock his holy on holies, and to give
his men a portion to refresh them.
Brandy is only taken as medicine;
but coffee, on the contrary, is an in
dispensable article, and is drunk
twice a day in large quantities. The
refreshing and strengthening effect
of this drink, under great toils, in
heat as well as cold, in rain and dry,
is extraordinary. The dried beans
form one chief article of food-the in
dispensable frijoles of the Mexicans
and all the other Spanish Ameri
cans; but all depends on the kind of
beans and the mode of preparing
them. They are boiled in water till
soft; a part of the water is then
evaporated, and a pan, with some fat
in it, is placed on the fire; the beans
are poured into it, salt is added, they
are left to stew for a moment, and the
most savoury and nourishing food a
hungry traveller can desire is pre
pared. It is well known that this dish
is never wanting at the most luxuri
ous Mexican table, where it invaria
bly concludes the meal before the
dessert is served; but to do full jus
tice to it pure soft water is required.
The broth, as is well known, contains
the most nutritious part, and, in
deed, I have often taken it out of the
kettle and drank it, when returning
from my night-watch to the camp
fire, hungry, frozen, and exhausted,
and have found it as good and as
strengthening as a cup of broth.
Bread is daily baked in the camp,
and is generally eaten hot.

For the chief table of our caravan,
to which I had the advantage to be
long, we had a quantity of choice
delicacies with us,-preserved meats
and fine vegetables, cauliflowers, as
paragus, oysters and lobsters, sar
dines in oil, delicate hams, pickles
and preserved fruits, tea and choco
late, claret and champagne. For
these luxuries we were indebted to
the presence of a lady in our caravan;
but the gentlemen of such a party of
travellers are generally provided
with some of these articles. Sardines
are especial favourites, and their
consumption in the prairies is so
large that the track of tin boxes
strewn along the route is alone a suf
ficient clue to mark the road from In-
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dependence to Santa Fe.
The caravan has to be amply pro

vided with arms and ammunition.
Every driver and muleteer is called
upon to furnish himself with a gun in
good order, a rifle or musket,-which
he must always have at hand,-and
many carry pistols also. I had myself
a brace of six-barrelled revolvers, of
the army bore, with a double
barrelled gun, so that I had always
fourteen shots at command. Mr.
Mayer and our waggon-master were
armed in the same manner.

The caravan is likewise furnished
with a store of clothes, shoes, hats,
knives, tobacco, and other articles of
daily want; the proprietor or conduc
tor generally undertaking the task of
providing all the articles which the
party require for their equipment.
An account for these is opened with
each driver and servant, to be repaid
out of their future wages. The prices
are fixed very high, and with reason,
as losses are unavoidable; and as
during the journey a great quantity
of these articles is consumed, there
remains to a man, at the end of it, out
of his wages (twelve to twenty dol
lars a month), seldom more than the
means of making himself merry a
few days, like the sailor on shore; af
ter which he is obliged to seek fresh
service, either returning by the same
road or proceeding on by another.
Thus we find on the prairie-roads,
and at the stations on their limits, a
moving population of drivers and
muleteers, which we can only com
pare to sailors at sea and in port; and
everywhere in travelling in these
parts-at Independence or Westport
on the Missouri, at Santa Fe or EI
Paso on the Rio Grande, at Chihua
hua in Northern Mexico, at San An
tonio in Texas, at Los Angeles in
California, or in the Mormon city on
the great Salt Lake-the traveller
will, from time to time, meet again
the same fellows, lounging about like
idle sailors on the landing-place of a
harbour.

The commander of a caravan is
the waggon-master: the Mexicans
entitle him the mayor-domo. The
proprietor, unless he himself takes
the command, is to the waggon
master (if present on the journey) in
the position of a supercargo to the
captain of a ship. This was the case
in our caravan; and Mr. Mayer, al
though dissatisfied with his waggon-
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master, avoided any decided inter
ference with the command. The
waggon-master, on the contrary, of
ten tried to throw the responsibility
of a decision on the proprietor. The
former was an Anglo-American by
birth; I have never seen a more idle
and effeminate man. Though he had
made the journey several times, he
would, towards the latter part, when
we suffered much from the cold
nights, creep forth in the morning
from under his eight or ten blankets,
whilst I had slept under a single
pair; he had to be called at least
three times ere he could be roused up
to take the night-watch. There is,
nevertheless, a common prejudice
that only an Anglo-American is fit
ted for a waggon-master. The truth
is, that if the crew consist of Anglo
Americans, scarcely a waggon
master of any other nation will know
how to deal with them. If, on the con
trary, they are Mexicans, a German
who understands the language and
his business as a driver will be able
to take this office perfectly well. In a
mixed body of Anglo-Americans and
Mexicans discord will continually oc
cur, and the latter seldom escape
without maltreatment from the
former, in whom the idea that a man
of a darker complexion is thereby ex
cluded from equal rights with them
is with difficulty eradicated. "Shoot
him!" "Hang him!" "Whip him!" are
exclamations heard from the lips of
his Anglo-American companions,
when any small fault is committed
by a Mexican; and "I never killed a
white man," is usually considered by
the latter as completely clearing
their character from any unfavour
able suspicion. Amongst Anglo
Americans, however, who have lived
in Mexico any length of time, this
prejudice of race is often found ef
faced, and a more humane feeling
has taken its place; to this the inter
course with Mexican women is usu
ally the first step. Thus the corrupt
morals of the frontier towns of Mex
ico have their humanizing influence,
and we observe how the civilization
of the human race frequently follows
strange channels.

The Anglo-Americans have un
questionably the superiority in driv
ing the waggons, whereas the Mexi
cans are the only useful muleteers
muleros. The business of the latter
consists in bringing up the mules for
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the relay; in catching the draught
cattle with the Laso when required
and handing them over to the driver,
in keeping the herd together when
unyoked, &c. Irish people, some
times even Scotch and English, pass
for Anglo-Americans; and even the
Germans, when with Mexicans, pass
for Americanos, although they are
generally on more intimate terms
with the Mexicans. As drivers, the
Germans are not cool enough; they
become irritated and morose under
fatigues and privations, and often
vent this on the cattle. The Mexican
exhibits in danger the mere passive
courage of the fatalist, although ex
amples of distinguished heroism are
not wanting among them. Toils and
privations they bear with an almost
incredible equanimity and even
cheerfulness. Often have I observed
our Mexicans, stretched in the mud
under the waggons, hungry and wet,
passing the time in songs and joking.
They are cruel to the draught and
saddle animals, because they expect
from them what is impossible; but
they understand their temper thor
oughly, especially that of the mules,
and know how to attain by cunning
and coaxing what an Anglo
American fruitlessly attempts to ef
fect by force. Whilst the latter vainly
strives in every way to put the bit
into the mouth of some obstinate
mule, the Mexican looks on with
compassion and contempt. "Estos
hombres son barbaros, no saben
nada!"-these men are barbarians,
they understand nothing!-said one
of these men to me on such an occa
sion. For instance, a little spirited
mule, which afterwards became the
favourite of the whole party and
went by the pet name of '7a Nina,"
resisted all the attempts of a big,
stout Kentuckian to tame it; when
Pedro, unable longer to bear it, ex
claimed, "Let me try!" and taking
from his hand the end of the cord,
which was tied in a noose round the
animal's neck, he first let the mule,
trembling with excitement, have a
few minutes' rest; then he ap
proached it slowly and gently, patted
its back, tickled its neck and behind
its ears, and soothed it with words of
endearment: "0 Nina! 0 mulita!
Mulita bonita!"-O my child! 0 my lit
tle mule! My pretty little mule!-said
he, in a soft tone. Meanwhile he drew
the bridle over its head, and, unob-
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served, put the bit into its mouth, the
creature offering no resistance. I re
member another mule, to which his
Mexican muleteer gave the classical
name of Lais. Lais was in the same
favour with Leandro as Nina was
with friend Pedro. Once, however, I
saw him in an indescribable rage
with the animal. Trembling with
fury, he raised the butt-end of his
whip against it: "0, si fueras Meji
cana!"-Oh, were you but a Mexican!
he muttered, letting his arm fall
again. The Mexican did not dare to
lay hands on the Anglo-Saxon beast.
The Mexican drivers and muleteers
are not only superior to the Anglo
American in patience, frugality, and
good-humour under fatigue and pri
vation, but also in manner. They do
not swear; for the occasional repeti
tion of an improper word in the
Spanish language cannot be com
pared to the innumerable curses of
the Anglo-American driver.

From drivers and muleteers we
may pass to mules, which are in
many respects far more interesting
than the former, and whose natural
disposition is an attractive subject to
the observer of nature. One of the
most striking characteristics of the
mule is his aversion to the ass, and
the pride he takes in his relationship
to the horse; which instincts are met,
with obtrusiveness in the ass, and by
indifference in the horse. If an ass at
any time-urged by the vanity pecu
liar to its race as related to the mule
happens to fall in with a drove of
mules, he will, in all probability, be
kicked an lamed by his proud rela
tives. A horse, on the contrary, takes
a distinguished position in a drove of
mules. The latter crowd round him,
and follow his movements, exhibit
ing a violent jealousy, each striving
to stand nearest to their high-bred
relative; this instinct is employed to
keep together the droves of mules, on
a journey or at pasture, by putting a
mare to the drove, with a bell round
her neck, and called the "Bell-mare,"
- by the Mexicans, "La yegua madre"
(Mother-mare). This animal is led
day and night by a cord; and the
whole drove is thus kept under con
trol, and will not leave their queen. It
is therefore very difficult to separate
the drove. The man who leads the
mare is instructed, in case of an at
tack from the Indians, to leap in
stantly upon the back of his animal,
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and take refuge in the waggon
encampment, whither the drove is
sure to follow him. Even if the Indi
ans succeed in separating any from
the drove, they find it difficult to
carry them off. The animals inces
santly attempt to turn back, and the
travellers are thus enabled to over
take the robbers and recover the sto
len animals. The Indians, in conse
quence, use every means to get pos
session of the mare; and, if they suc
ceed in this, the whole drove is lost to
their owners. If several horses are in
a drove of mules, the danger is that
the latter becomes dispersed; and
this is the reason that, in these jour
neys, saddle-horses are not allowed
to go loose, but are led by a cord.

A large drove of mules, however,
generally contains one or another
democratic individual, which has at
tained to the consciousness of its
natural animal dignity and native
rights, and therefore asserts a kind
of independence. We had, for in
stance, in our drove, a white mule
which regularly separated form the
others at the time of harnessing.
When the mules were driven from
the pasture into the waggon
encampment, where they are caught
by the Laso, the white mule accompa
nied the rest up to the entrance; but
here it made a sudden leap aside, ran
off to the distance ofhalf-a-mile, and
from this point watched the camp
with fixed attention, until the cara
van was in motion. It then returned
quietly, and joined the relay. Some
times, to show who was master, two
Mexicans were sent out to catch the
fugitive; and the animal was then, of
course, harnessed for the day. The
loss of time, however, and the fatigue
of the saddle-horses, prevented a
repetition of these measures. The
animal had its own way, and, whilst
its brethren were hard worked, it
made simply a journey of pleasure
from the Missouri to Chihuahua.

An educated Mexican told me a
counterpart to this. In a certain con
vent, six mules were kept, each of
which was employed daily by turns:
one of these animals knew its own
day in the week so well that, on that
morning, it regularly endeavoured to
keep the yard-door closed, by plant
ing itself against it, and thus pre
venting the servant's coming to fetch
it to work.

It is impossible to describe the
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scene of the first harnessing of some
hundred mules, until then quite
wild, and which have never had a bit
in their mouths, nor a saddle on their
backs. The waggons are drawn up, so
as to form three-fourths of a circle,
whilst the space left open is the en
trance to the court-yard of this en
campment. In the intervals between
them the waggons are connected by a
cord tied from wheel to wheel. The
mules are driven into the court,
when the entrance is also closed by a
cord drawn across it. Two men.
armed with whips, are placed at this
entrance, in order to drive back any
of the mules which may attempt to
leap over the cord or creep under it.
The Mexicans call this waggon
encampment, which serves both for
catching the animals and as a place
of protection against the Indians, a
"corral,"-a word which signifies any
yard or enclosed place where cattle
are kept. The Anglo-Americans have
changed the word into "carrel."

The reader may picture to himself
two to three hundred wild mules
crowded together in this space, with
ten to fifteen men among them, each
endeavouring to fling the laso over
the heads of the animals, one after
another, to force the bit into their
mouths, and to lead each to its place
before the waggon to which it has to
be harnessed. In a caravan of twenty
to thirty waggons, this fIrst attempt
occupies the greater part of the day,
leaving no time to get the waggons in
motion. The mules well know the
laso, and strive to escape it in every
way possible: they crowd closely to
gether, fIrst on one side then on an
other of the corral, their heads
turned to the centre, and hidden as
much as possible; others thrust their
heads under the waggons or between
the wheels, to prevent the laso reach
ing their necks; while, again, others
are even more cunning: they stand
stock-still, as if they were actually
holding their necks patiently for the
noose; but the expression of their
eye, fIxedly watching at the same
time the man with the laso, betrays
their cunning. The man now whirls
the cord, in serpentine coils, round
and round over his head; the noose
flies hissing, with the precision of an
arrow, to its object; whilst the ani
mal stands as if rooted to the spot,
but making a small side-motion of its
head, and the laso misses.
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All these stratagems, however,
are useless. Whilst the drove rush
from side to side of the corral, one
mule after another feels the laso
twisted round its neck. Then it tears
away madly into the midst ofits com
panions' dragging the man who
holds the cord from one side of the
corral to the other. A second and a
third now come to his aid. The hard
breathing of the half-strangled ani
mal is heard amidst all the uproar
and confusion of the scene. At length
the men succeed in drawing the end
of the cord between the spokes of a
wheel, and the animal is gradually
brought nearer and nearer to this
point. As soon as it is close to the
wheel, the cord is drawn round its
body, and again pulled through the
spokes, so that the whole body is now
brought into a noose. Thereupon the
men endeavour to force the bit be
tween its teeth, and, just as they
seem to have accomplished this, the
animal in despair makes a last ef
fort; it throws itself on the ground,
frees its legs from the cord by rolling
over, jumps up, and, with the noose
still tightly drawn round its neck,
disappears in the thickest of the
drove.

(continued next issue)

THE CACHES
-MUSEUM NEWS

Paula Manini, editor
This column lists events and news

from Trail sites, museums, and re
lated organizations. Please send in
formation following the format be
low. Be sure to include your address,
phone number, and e-mail. The next
column will list hours and activities
scheduled for December through
February. To be included, send infor
mation to Paula Manini at the Trini
dad History Museum (see below) by
October 15. 2008. Also, please keep
sending any changes regarding e
mail addresses, contact informa
tion, news, and changes of hours
open.
Arthur Roy Mitchell Memorial Museum

of Western Art
150 East Main St
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-4224
E-mail: mltchellmuseum@qwest.net
• Enjoy artwork of Trinidad native

A. R. Mitchell, Harvey Dunn, and
other Western artists. The mu
seum also features historic photo
graphs, Hispanic folk art, Indian
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artifacts, and cowboy gear.
• October-April: available only for

large groups with reservations.
• Admissioncharged; members and

children 12 and under free.
Arrow Rock State Historic Site
PO Box 124
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231 or 3330
E-mail: kborgman@lIand.net
Websltes: www.arrowrock.org;
www.mostateparks.com/arrowrock.
htm
• Open 9:00-5:00 Monday-Saturday;

Sunday by chance.
Barton County Museum & Village
PO Box 1091
Great Bend KS 67530
Telephone: 620-793-5125
Website: www.bartoncountymuseum
.org
• Open Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5

p.m.; Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 p.m.
Closed Monday. Group tours avail
able by reservation.

Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site
35110 Highway 194 East
La Junta CO 81050
Telephone: 719-383-5010
E-mail: rlck_wallner@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov.beol
• Call for off-season hours and to

schedule group tours.
Boggsvllle Historic Site
PO Box 68
Las Animas CO 81054
Telephone: 719-456-1358
E-mail: boggsvllle67@Yahoo.com
Website: www.bentcounty.org/sltes
andcelebratlons/historic/htm
• Contact Boggsville for tours and activi-

ties.
Boot Hili Museum
Front Street
Dodge City KS 67801
Telephone: 620·227-8188
E-mail: frontst@pld.com
Website: www.boothlll.org
• Museum: Call for hours.
• Boot Hill Cemetery, Boot Hill &

Front Street:Open Monday-Satur
day 9:00-5:00 and Sunday 1:00
5:00.

• Santa Fe Trail Ruts nine miles
west of Dodge City on US Hwy
400; markers and observation
point. Open during daylight hours.

Cimarron Heritage Center Museum
PO Box 214
Boise City OK 73933
Telephone: 580·544·3479
E-mail: museum@ptsl.net
Website: www.ptsl.netlusers/museum
• Open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.

12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m., except major
holidays.

Cimarron Recreation Area
Cimarron National Grassland
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PO Box 300
242 EHighway 56
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-4621
E-mail: sharllbutler@fsJed.us
Website: www.fs.fed.us/r2/pslcc/clm
• Call for hours and activities or

visit the web site.
Citizens Committee for Historic Preser
vation
127 Bridge Street
PO Box 728
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-425-8802
E-mail: hlstorlc@cybermesa.com
Website: www.lasvegasnmcchp.com
· Call for off-season activities.
Cleveland Roller Mill Museum
Historic Mora Valley Foundation
PO Box 287
Cleveland NM 87715
Telephone: 505-387-2645
E-mail: dancas@nnmt.net
Website: www.angelflre.com/folk/
roller_mill
• Open 10-3 weekends from Memo

rial Day to Labor Day
• Permanent exhibit "Valley of the

Mills" which provides information
on the mill's history as well as an
overview of the history of western
Mora County.

Coronado Qulvlra Museum
Rice County Historical Society
105 West Lyon
Lyons KS 67554
Telephone: 620-257-3941
E-mail: cqmuseum@hotmall.com
• Open Monday-Saturday 9:00-5:00,

Sunday 1:00 to 5:00, closed major
holidays.

Friends of Arrow Rock
309 Main
Arrow Rock MO 65320
Telephone: 660-837-3231
E-mail: kborgman@iland.net
Websltes: www.frIendsar.org; www.ar
rowrock.org
• Call for hours and events.
Fort Union National Monument
PO Box 127
Watrous NM 87753
Telephone: 505-425-8025
E-maU: Claudette_Norman@nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/foun
• Open daily except for major holi

days. Located 8 miles north of In
terstate 25 at the end of NM High
way 161.

• Self-guided interpretive trails (1.6
mile and .5 mile) through the ru
ins. Guided tours by request;
groups of ten or more people need
advance reservations.

Gas and Historical Museum
Stevens County Historical Society
PO Box 87
Hugoton KS 67951
Telephone: 620-544-8751
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E-mail: svcomus@pld.com
Call for information.

Grant County Chamber of Commerce
113-B South Main
Ulysses KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-4700
Website: www.ulysseschamber.org
• Call for information.
Herzsteln Memorial Museum
Union County Historical Society
PO Box 75 (2nd & Walnut Sts.)
Clayton NM 88415
Telephone: 505-374-2977
E-mail: uchs@plateautel.net
• Call for information.
Highway of Legends Scenic & Historic
Byway
PO Box 377
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
Website: www.sangres.com
• Enjoy spectacular autumn scen

ery, historic communities, muse
ums, and resorts along the High
way of Legends (Highway 12).
Stop at Marion and Richard Rus
sell's beloved Stonewall, located at
the base of a sandstone dike.

• From Cordova Pass trailhead,
hike in the Spanish Peaks Wilder
ness Area and experience a Trail
landmark up close.

Historic Adobe Museum
PO Box 909 (300 EOklahoma)
Ulysses, KS 67880
Telephone: 620-356-3009
E-mail: ulyksmus@pld.com
• Call for off-season hours and ac-

tivities.
Historic Trinidad, Colorado
City of Trinidad Tourism Board
PO Bos 880
Trinidad, CO 81082
Website: www.historictrinldad.com
• Trinidad's Main Street evolved

from the Trail and is on the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail Auto
Route.

• True West Magazine designated
Trinidad as the nation's third best
western town to visit in 2008.

• Enjoy Colorado's beautiful
autumn weather in Trinidad's ac
claimed national historic district,
along the Purgatoire River Walk,
or golfing at Cougar Canyon or the
city course.

• Fisher's Peak, the Trail landmark
looming over Trinidad and Raton,
is now a conservation landmark,
thanks to the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation and private landown
ers. Along with easements in the
upper Purgatoire River Valley,
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Colorado's second largest elk herd
can roam on protected land.

Jefferson Nat. Expansion Memorial
11 N Fourth Street
St. Louis, MO 63102
Telephone: 314-655-1631
E-mail: tom_dewey@partner.nps.gov
Website: www.nps.gov/jeff

Visit the Gateway Arch, Museum
of Westward Expansion, and the
Old Courthouse. This National
Park Service site commemorates
St. Louis's role in westward expan
sion during the 1800s and honors
individuals such as Dred and Har
riet Scott who sued for their free
dom in the Old Courthouse.

• All ranger-led and special mu
seum programs are free of charge.
Fees charged for the tram ride to
the top of the Gateway Arch and
films shown in the visitor center.

Koshare Museum
Otero State Junior College
115 West 18th Street
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-385·4411
Website: www.koshare.org
• Call for information.
• Trading Post: online at koshare.

org.
Las Vegas Museum
727 Grand Ave
Las Vegas NM 87701
Telephone: 505-454-1401, ext. 248
E-mail: Igeglck@desertgate.com
• Call for information.
Morton County Hlst. Society Museum
370 EHighway 56 (PO Box 1248)
Elkhart KS 67950
Telephone: 620-697-2833 or 4390
E-mail: mtcomuseum@elkhart.com
Website: www.mtcoks.com/museum
• The museum is a Santa Fe Na

tional Historic Trail official inter
pretive facility. Call for hours.

Otero Museum
706 W. Third St.
La Junta, CO 81050
Telephone: 719-384-7500
Cell phone: 719-980-3193
E-mail: oteromuseum@centurytel.net
• October 11: 16th Annual Chuck

Wagon Bean Supper and Dance,
5:30-9:00 p.m. Beans and beef
stew, corn bread, cabbage slaw,
and homemade pies, $6 per per
son.

Santa Fe Trail Center Museum & Library
1349 K-156 Hwy
Larned, KS 67550
Telephone: 620-285-2054
E-mail: museum@santafetrailcenter.
org
Website: www.santafetraUcenter.org
• Call for hours and events.
Santa Fe Trail Scenic & Historic Byway
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PO Box 118
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-2396
E-mail: Wyvonne@hughes.net
Website: www.santafetrailco.com
• Follow the Mountain Route from

Lamar to the summit of Raton
Pass with historic sites, communi
ties, museums, and beautiful scen
ery. The State Byway Center is at
the Trinidad History Museum, 312
E. Main Street.

South Platte Valley Historical Society
PO Box 633
Fort Lupton CO 80621
Telephone: 303-857-2123
Website: www.spvhs.org
• Call ahead to visit the Donelson

Homestead House, 1875 Inde
pendence School, and the Fort
Lupton Museum. Call for ad
dresses and hours.

Trinidad History Museum
(Colorado Historical Society)
312 EMain (PO Box 377)
Trinidad CO 81082
Telephone: 719-846-7217
E-mail: paula.manlnj@chs.state.co.us
Website: www.coloradohistory.org
• The historic complex features the

Baca House and Santa Fe Trail
Museum, official sites on the na
tional historic trail. Plus the
Bloom Mansion, Heritage Gar
dens, Bookstore, and the Trinidad,
Santa Fe Trail, and State Byways
Information Center.

• Through September 30: Open
Monday-Saturday, except for state
holidays. Gardens open at 9 a.m.,
buildings at 10 a.m., and the last
tour leaves at 4 p.m. Reservations
needed for groups of 12 or more
people.

• October-April: Open for group
tours with reservations. Bookstore
open in December.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS
Cimarron Cutoff
President Leon Ellis
PO Box 668
Elkhart KS 67950
(620) 697-2517 (home), -4321 (work)
<Ieonellis@elkhart.com>

Several chapter members visited
the Bent's Fort Chapter at Boggs
ville on July 19. Chapter members
will visit the Hoot Owl Ranch and
Kenton Museum August 16.

Wagon Bed Spring
President Edward Dowell
HC 1 Box3B
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Hugoton KS 67951
(620) 544-2383
<wagonbeded@netscape.com>

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Carol L. Retzer
4215 E245th St
Lyndon KS 66451
(785) 828-3739
<carolretzer@direcway.com>

No report.

End of the Trail
La Alcaldesa Joy Poole
125 W Lupita Rd
Santa Fe NM 87505
(505) 820-7828
<amusejoy@aol.com>

No report.

Corezon de los Camlnos
President Faye Gaines
HCR 60 Box 27
Springer NM 87747
(505) 485-2473

No report.

Wet/Dry Routes
President David Clapsaddle
215 Mann
Larned KS 67550
(620) 285-3295
<adsaddle@cox.net>

The chapter met June 22 at Bob
and Rosie Rein's lake home, rural
Sylvia, Kansas. Following a fine
meal and short business meeting,
the program was presented by SFTA
Manager Harry Myers.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
President Jim Sherer
1908 La Mesa Dr
Dodge City KS 67801
(620) 227-7377
<sherE!t@cjnetworks.com>

The chapter met at Boot Hill Mu
seum on June 22,2008, with 12 peo
ple present. The business meeting
included planning for the 2011 sym
posium. After the business meeting,
most the group drove to the Boot Hill
Museum Rut Site west of town.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1421 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900
<rslusher@yahoo.com>

The chapter will celebrate the
renovation of Gardner Junction Park
the evening of August 21 at Gardner
City Hall on Hwy 56 in Gardner.
Awards will be presented to indi
viduals instrumental in the renova
tions. A visit to the renovated park
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will conclude the gathering.

Quivlra
President Linda Colle
PO Box 1105
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 241-3800
<blkcolle@swbell.net>

On July 19 the chapter sponsored
a road trip to Abilene to visit the Eis
enhower Museum, have lunch at the
Brookville Hotel, tour Heritage Cen
ter of Dickinson County, and stop at
Elm Springs on the Chisholm Trail.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Steve Schmidt
1120 Cobblestone Ct
McPherson KS 67460
(620) 245-0715
<wfordok@yahoo.com>

No report.

Bent's Fort
President Pat Palmer
PO Box 628
Lamar CO 81052
(719) 931-4323

It has been a busy time for our
chapter. Bonnie Ratliff, tour
chairman, has lined up great tours.
In April we enjoyed a trip to the
northeast end of the Granada-Fort
Union Military Freight Route led by
Lolly Ming and Angelo Passini. The
mission of our chapter in 2008 is to
begin work on obtaining official
Santa Fe Trail designation for the
Granada-Fort Union Military
Freight Route. Two more trips are
planned to cover the rest of the route.

The month of May brought a
cleaning project at Boggsville and in
cluded a chapter meeting at Boggs
ville the day ofBent on Birding, Bent
County Birding and Heritage of Bent
County Festival, bringing people
from quite a distance. On June 7 the
Chapter visited Sand Creek Massa
cre Site. Led by Park Ranger Craig
Moore, it was quite interesting.
Some of the executive board met
with Colorado Preservation, Inc. to
talk about what the Association
could do to help stop the take over of
Pinon Canyon.

On June 18 Richard Louden died.
He will be missed by friends and
family. As Harry Myers said, "Kit
Carson, Uncle Dick Wootton, Char
les and William Bent, Richard
Fisher and many others will now
have a companion of their equal and
of their stature. To the chronicles of
Santa Fe Trail will now be added an-
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-Leo E. Oliva

other name, that of Richard Louden
who joins the pantheon of heroes of
the American West."

July 19th was the day set for His
toric Heritage Cuisine Council at
Boggsville. We hosted a free buffalo
burger dinner for all area historical
association members and anyone in
terested in regional history. Purpose
of hosting the dinner is to allow each
association to have the opportunity
to speak about their activities and
promote membership in their spe
cific historical organization. It was a
great success.

Over 2100 new chapter brochures
featuring descriptions of the Santa
Fe Trail, Bent's Old Fort, Bent's New
Fort, Boggsville, and Las Animas
City have been distributed to travel
folder displays, museums, National
Parks, Chambers of Commerce, and
RV parks in southeastern Colorado.
Every Welcome Center in Colorado
also received them.

The Trail marking chairman has
landowners ready to sign the paper
work for marking of the Trail. A GPS
unit has been obtained by the chap
ter. Work on the Water Spring in La
Junta continues.

The chapter is involved in a monu
mental project in partnership with
the National Trails Association to
make our #1 focus the preservation
of the stretch of the Santa Fe Trail
endangered by the proposed Army
expansion of the Pinon Canyon Ma
neuver Site. A sizable grant to docu
ment historic sites on private prop
erty in the endangered area has been
obtained. Then the sites will be
nominated for the National Register
of Historic Places.

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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The executive board met with
Santa Fe Trail Scenic and Historic
Byway manager. Yvonne Phillips
Graham. Two of our members volun
teered to be on her board ofdirectors.

Tours planned are an August 23
visit to Folsom and Trinchera
museums; September 13: Granada
Fort Union Military Freight Route,
and October 11: Bent's Old Fort Fur
Trade Encampment.

Douglas County
President John V. Jackson
1305 N 200 Rd
Baldwin City KS 66006
(785) 594-3094

No report.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new member

ships received since the last issue. If
there is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Beineke Library, Yale University,

New Haven CT 06520
Haskell County Historical Society,

PO Box 101, Sublette KS 67877
Missouri History Museum Library,

PO Box 11940. St Louis MO 63112
The State Historical Society of Mis

souri, 1020 Lowry St, Columbia
MO 65201

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Jim & Sally Cope, 29201 CR 18,

Rocky Ford CO 81067
Dennis B. Martin Family, 8208 In

terlochen, Nixa MO 65714
Tim & Jackie Matz, PO Box 342, Di

vide CO 800814

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Janel Cook, 815 S St John, Lyons KS

67554

Wagon Tracks

Kevin Hall, 5720 W Blackhawk Dr,
Glendale AZ 85308

Kiah Harris, 750 Goodlet Circle,
Weston MO 64098

Hampton Sides, 72 Double Arrow
Rd, Santa Fe NM 87505

Dawn A. Youngblood, 9957 Boat
Club Rd, Fort Worth TX 76179

TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send notices
for this section; provide location,
date, time, and activity. This is a
quarterly. The next issue should ap
pear in November, so send informa
tion for December and later to arrive
by October 1, 2008. Other events
are listed in articles and chapter re
ports. Thank you.
Sept. 13-14, 2008: Voices of the
Wind People pageant, Council
Grove, KS.
Sept. 18-20, 2008: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, Larned, KS.
Oct. 11, 2008: Fort Larned NHS
candlelight tour, reservations re
quired after Oct. 1, 620-285-6911.
Oct. 17-19, 2008: Smoky Hill Trail
Association Conference, Salina, KS.

FROM THE EDITOR
Some readers may have noticed

that the last issue was printed on
blue rather than green paper (until
now each volume of WT has ap
peared on a separate color each
year). We apologize for the error.
Those who are colorblind may not
have noticed.

We hope to see you at Rendezvous
in Larned.

Happy Trails!
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